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Hello, Everyone,  
 Manassas, Shiloh, Wilderness, 
Chickamauga, Fredericksburg, 
Gettysburg, and Petersburg. These 
are just a few of the battlefields our 
roundtable visited during Pete 
Zuhars’s tenure as the organizer of 
our annual trip. Ten to fifteen 
members would gather usually at 
Brian Hall’s house early Friday 
morning and then set off toward our 
destination battlefield with a few 
stops along the way at other 
historical attractions. Each trip was 
designed to be very economical and 
educational with a top-notch guide 
leading our group on a two-day tour 
of the battlefield.  
 I think I can vouch for everyone 
who made one of these trips that 
they were great fun and provided 
lasting memories. The roundtable is 
now in need of someone new to fill 
Pete’s shoes just as he stepped up to 
fill Jamie Ryan’s shoes so many years 
ago. Pete has done his part for our 

date:  
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Ohio Health Building 
300 Polaris Parkway 
Westerville, OH  43082 
speaker/topic:  
Eric Wittenberg—Battle of White 
Sulphur Springs 

this month’s meeting 

 

 Officers and members of the  
War Council, please plan to arrive 
early before the March roundtable 

meeting. We 
have a meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. 
   

 
 The 11,700-square-foot Museum 
of the Confederacy-Appomattox will 
have its grand opening on March 31. 
The museum’s permanent exhibit 
will present the sectional crisis that 
led to the Civil War; the principal 
military, political, and civilian actions 
from 1861–1865, culminating in the 
surrender at Appomattox; and the 
Civil War’s aftermath and legacy. 
The museum’s extensive 
Confederate flag collection, a history 
of the Confederate Battle Flag, and 
stories of Confederate color bearers 

 (continued on page 2) 

 

Puzzler:  Which Union 
regiment had the highest 
number of officers killed in 
the Civil War? 
 
Answer:  The 1st Maine Heavy 
Artillery had 32 officers killed. 

group, and I salute him for a job well 
done. Now the torch is passed, who 
among us will accept the honor and 
keep the roundtable tradition of an 
annual trip alive? 
 I look forward to seeing 
everyone March 14th. 

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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 At our last meeting, a slimmed 
down Harold George dressed as 
Charley Reynolds (1842–1876), scout 
for General George Custer, treated 
us to an excellent talk and 
PowerPoint presentation about 
Custer’s Last Stand. 
 As part of the 1868 Fort Laramie 
Treaty, the Lakota people, Dakota, 
and Arapaho nation in the Black Hills 
region were to have received from 
the U. S. government various 
firearms; clothing for men and 
women and cloth for making clothes 
for children; a sawmill, gristmill, and 
shingle machine; buildings to house 
a resident white doctor, teacher, 
blacksmith, farmer, miller, 
carpenter, engineer, and govern-
ment engineer.  However, the Lakota 
received only firearms. The treaty 
guaranteed Lakota ownership of the 
Black Hills and land and hunting 
rights in South Dakota, Wyoming, 
and Montana territories. It closed 
the area to all whites.  
 A few years later, a recession hit 
the nation. In 1874, under the guise 
of searching for sites to build new 
forts to protect the people living in 
the Black Hills, in one of many 
violations of the Fort Laramie Treaty, 
the U.S. government sent a huge 
expedition to the area. In truth, the 
government was hoping to find gold 
to lift itself out of the recession. The 
expedition did find gold, and by 
1875, ten thousand miners had 
swarmed to the Black Hills. 

(continued on page 3) 

 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $36 from the February 
book raffle. Thank you! 

  

 Though West Virginia was 
founded for the purpose of 
remaining loyal to the Union, 
severing ties with Virginia, home of 
the capital of the Confederacy, 
would prove difficult. West Virginia’s 
fate would be tested on its 
battlegrounds. In August 1863, 
Union general William Woods 
Averell led a six-hundred-mile raid 
culminating in the Battle of White 
Sulphur Springs in Green Brier 
County. Colonel George S. Patton, 
grandfather of the legendary World 
War II general, met Averell with a 
dedicated Confederate force. After a 
fierce two-day battle, Patton 
defeated Averell, forcing him to 
retreat and leave West Virginia, and 

ultimately the Union, in the balance. 
Civil War historian and COCWRT 
member Eric J. Wittenberg presents 
a fascinating in-depth analysis of the 
proceedings in the first book-length 
study of this important battle. At our 
March meeting, Wittenberg will 
share his findings with us. 

 Wittenberg is an award-winning 
Civil War historian. Originally from 
southeastern Pennsylvania, he was 
educated at Dickinson College and 
the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law. He is an attorney in private 
practice. He is also the author of 
more than fifteen published books 
on the Civil War and serves as a 
member of the Governor of Ohio’s 
Commission on the Sesquicentennial 
of the Civil War and as vice 
president of the Buffington Island 
Battlefield Preservation Foundation. 
He and his wife, Susan, and their 
two golden retrievers live in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

will be part of the museum’s 
rotating exhibits. 
 Admission is free on the day of 
the grand opening. Festivities 
include a ceremony featuring a 
procession to the museum by color 
guards, reenactment units, and 
actors portraying Generals Robert E. 
Lee and Ulysses S. Grant. Civil War 
historian James I. “Bud” Robertson 
will deliver the keynote address, and 
then flags will be raised on the 
Reunification Promenade, and the 
ribbon at the front doors will be cut. 
The museum is located at the 
intersection of US 460 and SR 24.  
 
(adapted from an article by Scott C 
Boyd in the Feb/Mar 2012 issue of 
Civil War News) 
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 A clash between the growing 
numbers of white people and Native 
Americans was inevitable. The U.S. 
government estimated that three to 
four thousand “Summer Roamers” 
left the reservation in Nebraska to 
move northwest to their hunting 
grounds in and around the Little Big 
Horn Valley in eastern Montana 
Territory. President U. S. Grant said 
that any Indian not on the 
reservation on January 31, 1876, 
would be considered hostile and 
would be returned by force. 
 Enter General Custer and the 7th 
U.S. Cavalry. Military officials 
devised a three-pronged approach 
to force the Summer Roamers back 
to the reservation. In late June 1876, 
Custer and the rest of the 7th were 
ordered to ride from Fort Abraham 
Lincoln in the Dakota Territory 
toward Rosebud Creek, a tributary 
of the Yellowstone River. But the 

Native American village they 
expected to find there was gone. 
Custer’s scouts helped him find 
where the ten thousand Indians had 
gone—they had moved their village 
west behind some woods below the 
Little Big Horn River, another 
tributary of the Yellowstone River. 
 Custer’s entourage included 
cavalrymen, Indian scouts, civilians, 
and a pack train (mules and 
donkeys). Custer divided his twelve 
companies into three battalions. He 
sent Major Marcus Reno with one 

certain defeat by persistent Sioux 
attacks.  

 Custer’s battalion followed the 
Little Big Horn River with the 
intention of crossing the river and 
swooping down on the summer 
village from the north. The Lakota 
and Cheyenne foiled his plan by 
wiping out his companies one by one 
until they reached Custer on what is 
now known as Custer Hill or Last 
Stand Hill. For whatever reason—
perhaps to cross the river in an 
attempt to escape—Custer sent his 
remaining twenty-eight men 
downhill into a deep ravine near the 
river. It was a terrible location from 
which to fight, and all twenty-eight 
were killed. Custer was brought 
down atop the hill and died a brutal 
death at the hands of the Lakota 
warriors. 
 Custer lost the Battle of Little Big 
Horn because he was outnumbered 
and outgunned. The Native 
Americans were better trained in 
marksmanship. “Training” for U.S. 
cavalrymen at that time equaled 
taking five practice shots once a 
year. In addition, Custer spread his 
troops too thin, and he split his 
command, two tactics that 
contributed to the defeat. In short, 
Custer underestimated his enemy 
and overestimated himself. 
Graduating from West Point didn’t 
guarantee that a man would be a 
good soldier. Perhaps earning 

(continued on page 4) 

battalion toward the woods to 
attack with the promise that 
Custer’s battalion would support 
Reno. Captain Frederick Benteen 
would bring his men and the pack 
train (which carried the 
ammunition) up to join Reno. Reno 
attacked as ordered but was 
surprised by the large number of 
Sioux who counterattacked. 
 The cavalrymen of the 7th 
generally carried a Springfield 
“Trapdoor” Carbine (single-shot .45 
caliber) and/or a Colt single-action 
pistol. The Lakota and Cheyenne, on 
the other hand, were well-equipped 
with thirty-five different types of 
firearms, many of which came 
courtesy of the U.S. government 
through the Treaty of Fort Laramie. 
The Winchester .44–40 was one of 
their guns. It could be fired sixteen 
shots before reloading. They also 
carried bows, arrows, hatchets, 
tomahawks, and knives.  
Reno ordered his 125 men to 
dismount against the 900 mounted 
warriors attacking them. Reno’s 
men ran into the woods and were 
quickly surrounded. Then Reno 
started giving crazy orders: “Mount 
up”; “Dismount”; “Mount”; “Follow 
me up the hill if you want to live.” 
Reno hastily ordered his men to 
retreat to the bluffs across a small 
river. Support from Custer never 
came. 
 Meanwhile, Benteen was having 
troubles of his own. The mules 
carrying the ammunition weren’t 
cooperating, so requests for more 
ammunition from the pack train 
went unfulfilled. The pack animals 
were so grumpy that Benteen didn’t 
join Reno until the late afternoon, 
but it was in time to save Reno from 
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2012 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
 
April 12, 2012 
 Frank O’Reilly—Malvern Hill 
 
May 9, 2012 
 Martin Stewart—71st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 
 
June 13, 2012 
 Chris Kolakowski —
Tullahoma Campaign 
 
July 11, 2012 
 Clark “Bud” Hall—
Emergence of the Federal 
Cavalry as an Offensive Force of 
the Army of the Potomac 
 
August 8, 2012 
 Joe Reinhart—9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the MD Campaign of 1862  

 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century  

 
 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at the Ohio Health Building, 

300 Polaris Parkway, 
Westerville, OH  43082. 

 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

dozens of demerits and ranking 34th 
in a class of 34 finally caught up with 
Custer at Little Big Horn. 

 

 

 For the first time since it sank, 
the H.L. Hunley, a Confederate 
submarine, is now fully visible to 
conservators, archaeologists, and 
visitors alike. The truss, a 17,000-
pound metal framework that was 
used to raise the submarine from 

the ocean and then support it with a 
series of slings in a water tank was 
carefully removed earlier this year. 
 The Hunley has been sitting in a 
55,000-gallon freshwater tank at the 
Warren Lasch Conservation Center 
in Charleston, South Carolina, since 
it was recovered from the ocean on 
August 8, 2000. An impressed 
electrical current runs through the 
water to keep the corrosion quite 
low, and a sprinkler system protects 
the Hunley when the tank is drained 
to allow archaeologists to excavate 
the submarine’s interior. 
 The focus of the next phase of 
conservation will be on removing 
the salt the iron submarine acquired 
while being under water for so 
many years. A lot of the salt has 
already been removed by the 
impressed electric current, but the 
Hunley must be soaked in a 
chemical solution of sodium 
hydroxide to stabilize it. After about 
three months, conservators can 
begin chipping off the remaining 
concretion on the hull, but the 
submarine will need to remain in 
the caustic solution for several years 
before becoming completely stable. 
 Conservators are hoping that 
after they clean off the concretion, 
the Hunley will reveal the final 
moments of its life and resolve the 
mystery of why it did not return 
after sinking the USS Housatonic on 
February 17, 1864.  
 
(adapted from an article by Scott C 
Boyd in the Feb/Mar 2012 issue of 
Civil War News)  


