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Hello, Everyone,  
 It is election season here at the 
round table so please look 
elsewhere in this issue for a list of 
those running for the open 
positions. My heartfelt thank you 
goes out to the fine folks who are 
now going to step into leadership 
roles and lead us forward. I’m proud 
to also announce that we have 
secured a new meeting space on the 
campus of Otterbein University. I’m 
quite excited about our new home, 
as is Otterbein about having us. I’m 
confident that this is a positive move 
for us with a great deal of potential 
for the future. 
 This will also be the last meeting 
at which I will have the privilege to 
be your president. It has been a 
rewarding six years. I believe in this 
round table, and I’ve always been 
proud of my association with it. I 
thank everyone who has helped me 
with advice and counsel as we 

date:  
Wednesday, June 13, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Otterbein University  
Shear-McFadden Science Hall 
Room 104  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Chris Kolakowski —Tullahoma 
Campaign 

this month’s meeting 

 

 As one of his last acts as 
president, Tim has spent a great 
deal of time and effort searching for 
a place where our round table can 
meet. After many hours and much  
negotiating, Tim has secured for us a 
location for our June meeting: Room 
104 in the Shear-McFadden Science 
Hall at Otterbein University. We 
sure appreciate all your hard work, 
Tim. Thank you! 

The science building is located 
directly across the street from 
the university library.  
Use the main street entrance. 
Room 104 is on the right down 
the first hallway.  
PARKING is permitted in any of 
the nearby lots.  

 Turn to page 2 to find directions 
to our new location. 

traveled the sometimes rocky path 
of a volunteer organization. I will not 
attempt to name those folks that I’m 
talking about for fear of leaving 
someone out, but please know I will 
always be grateful for your 
assistance in making our round table 
a success. I’m very pleased with the 
caliber of the candidates that have 
stepped up to lead us. To all our 
members I say please continue to 
support this organization with your 
attendance and enthusiasm because 
we have a good thing here, and I’m 
so proud to be a part of it. 
 Thank you. 

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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Fredericksburg and the Carl Rochling 
painting that depicts their fighting. 
The actions of the 114th’s colonel, 
Charles H. T. Collis, resulted in a 
Medal of Honor. His citation reads 

simply, “Gallantly led his regiment in 
battle at a critical moment.” It was 
on this ground that Collis snatched 
the standard from a color bearer 
and told his men, “Remember the 
stone wall at Middletown!” Collis 
was referencing the stubborn stand 
made by the unit’s progenitor, an 
independent company of Zouaves 
D’Afrique.  
 Charles Henry Tucky Collis was 
born in Ireland on February 4, 1838. 
At fifteen, he immigrated to 
Philadelphia, where he studied law 
and was admitted to the bar in 1859. 
According to a New York Times 
article, “All the other members of his 
father’s family, nine in number, 
perished on their way to America on 
the ill-fated steamer City of 
Glasgow.” His first Civil War duty 
was as a Sergeant Major in the 18th 
PA, a short-lived group that served 
only until August of 1861. Following 
his three-month stint, Collis was 
authorized by the Secretary of War 
to raise a company of men for 
special duty in the Shenandoah 

Valley. That outfit, the afore 
mentioned Zouaves D’Afrique, 
contained many veterans of 
European service. 
 General Nathaniel Banks 
assessed their Valley work, “The 
quiet, steady coolness displayed by 
the men was admirable. I only regret 
that you had not a regiment of such 
brave fellows, when the foe would 
have had little to congratulate 
himself upon.” 
 After such praise, it was 
inevitable that Collis would raise an 
entire regiment. Permission was 
shortly granted, and within five 
weeks, nine more companies came 
aboard to form the 114th PA 
Infantry. In honor of their recruiter 
and first colonel, the regiment 
would be called “Collis’ Zouaves.” 
 At the end of that year, Collis 
married Septima Maria Levy. “Born 
in Charleston, S.C., my sympathies 
were naturally with the South,” Levy 
writes in her book, A Woman’s War 
Record, “but on December 9, 1861, I 
became a Union woman by marrying 
a Northern soldier in Philadelphia.” 
Really? I guess some will say 
anything to sell books. After the 
war, she joined 
the United 
Daughters of the 
Confederacy. Go 
figure. 
 The 114th has 
always been one 
of my favorite 
units. Why 
wouldn’t they 
be? They were 
outfitted in 
Zouave attire 
from start to 
finish. The 
Visitor’s Center 

(continued on page 3) 

From the NORTH: Take I-71 south to 
Gemini Place. Exit, and turn left on 
Gemini Place. Follow the road as it 
turns to the right (this is Orion 
Place). Turn left (east) on Polaris 
Parkway toward Cleveland Avenue 
(2 miles). Turn right (south) on Africa 
Road, which becomes West Street. 
Travel approximately 1.5 miles on 
Africa Rd./West Street. Turn left on 
Main Street, and travel 0.2 miles. 
 
From the SOUTH: Take I-71, Route 
315, or Route 23 to I-270 East 
(Wheeling) on the north side of 
Columbus. Follow I-270 to OH-3 
north (exit 29) toward Westerville. 
Travel 2 miles north, and turn left on 
West Main Street, and travel 0.2 
miles. 
 
From the EAST or WEST: On I-70, 
take I-270 north (Cleveland). Travel 
8 miles on I-270, and exit on OH-3 
north (exit 29) toward Westerville. 
Travel 2 miles north, and turn left of 
West Main Street, and travel 0.2 
miles. 
 
 Please visit our website, http://
centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com, for 
a PDF of an Otterbein University 
Campus map.   

 

 I finally made the pilgrimage. 
Mecca awaited across a field known 
to history as the “Slaughter Pen.” As 
we walked over our property, 
acreage recently acquired by the 
Civil War Trust, Frank O’Reilly talked 
about the 114th PA Infantry at 



3 

 

at Chancellorsville used to house a 
vintage uniform, which I coveted 
like a sinner does his neighbor’s 
young, curvy, flirtatious wife. The 
regiment had Marie Tepe, 
nicknamed “French Mary,” a 
vivandiere who carried a red, white, 
and blue keg on the battlefield. I 
mean c’mon, what's not to like? I 
have read and reread Edward 
Hagerty’s history of the regiment. 
When in Gettysburg, I visit the 
Peach Orchard and Sherfy Farm to 
pay homage. 

 During the Gettysburg Campaign, 
Collis was in Philadelphia 
recuperating from an illness. It’s 
hard for me to believe that Collis 
didn't fight at Gettysburg. His mark 
is everywhere. There is a nice 
monument over his grave in the 
National Cemetery. He was a 
member of the Gettysburg 
Battlefield Park Commission. He 
built a beautiful summer home on 
West Confederate Avenue across 
from Schultz Woods. Locals will tell 
you that “Red Patch” was the scene 
of many wild parties hosted by 
Collis. While that can’t be 
confirmed, it is most certain that 
during WWI, after the property was 
long gone from the family, it was a 
bordello frequented by many 
soldiers from nearby Camp Colt. 

Maybe the locals are confusing the 
two eras.  
 Sandwiched between his heroics 
at Fredericksburg and absence at 
Gettysburg was Chancellorsville. “At 
noon we were called into line and 
moved by the flank towards the 
Chancellor House,” writes Captain 
Francis Adams Donaldson of the 
Corn Exchange’s 118th PA Infantry. 
“Just before arriving at our 
destination we saw approaching us 
through the timber, which at this 
point was rather free of underbrush 
than usual, four men bearing an 
officer on a stretcher.” 
 Captain Bankson, 118th PA, 
asked the stretcher bearers whom 
they were carrying. “Colonel Collis 
of the 114th PA” was the reply. “Is 
he shot?” was the Captain’s follow-
up question. “Shot in the neck,” an 
1860s euphemism for being drunk, 
was the response. According to 
Donaldson, Colonel Collis arose from 
the stretcher and advised Colonel 
Prevost, 118th PA, that he was sick 
and felt “obliged to turn over the 
command to Major Chandler and go 
to the rear.” 
 Donaldson continues, “The men 
smiled contemptuously as they 
passed him by, and I felt exceedingly 
sorry they had been a witness to the 
humiliating loss of honor and self-
respect of a man widely known as 
Col. Chas. H. T. Collis.” 
 Major Joseph Chandler was killed 
at Chancellorsville. “He was a man 
very well known to our officers, and, 
indeed throughout the army,” 
Donaldson writes. “It had been the 
intention of the Corn Exchange to 
have given him the position of Lt. 
Colonel of the 118th, but which 
intention was frustrated by an 

influence which today must feel 
their mortifying mistake.” 
 Donaldson’s testimony, while 
damning in the Court of Public 
Opinion, needs further scrutiny. It 
was prejudicial. Donaldson knew 
Major Chandler and held Collis 
responsible for the officer’s death. 
Donaldson also, according to the 
114th’s historian, was a teetotaler 
and “derided all officers for their 
propensity to drink.” And Collis was 
known to take a nip now and then. 
Donaldson’s account was also 
fabricated. At the time of the 
incident, Collis had already turned 
over command of the regiment to 
Lt. Colonel Federico Fernandez 
Cavada and knew that Major 
Chandler was dead. 
 Collis wasn’t drunk either, 
though that was the perception. He 
was suffering from typhoid fever, 
the illness which caused him to miss 
Gettysburg. Sergeant Alexander 
Given, 114th PA, writes that Collis 
was carried from the field because 
of “insensible suffering from 
exhaustion.” But the damage was 
done. Charges were brought and a 
court martial convened. 
 Collis was found guilty and 
sentenced to be “reprimanded in 
general orders by the division 
commander.” The court records 
were sent to General David Birney, 
who did not approve or administer 
the sentence. “In consideration of 
the previous good conduct of this 
officer,” Birney writes, “and of his 
youth, the sentence is remitted and 
Colonel C. H. T. Collis will resume his 
sword.” 
 When Collis rejoined the army in 
August 1863, he was given 
command of a brigade in Birney’s 
Division, leading the 57th, 58th, 

(continued on page 4) 
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105th, 114th, and 141st PA Infantry 
regiments. On December 12, 1864, 
Lincoln nominated Collis for 
appointment to Brevet Brigadier 
General of Volunteers, which the 
Senate confirmed on February 14, 
1865. For actions at Petersburg, and 
on General Grant’s 
recommendation, President Johnson 
nominated Collis for appointment to 
Brevet Major General of Volunteers, 
and the Senate confirmed this on 
March 12, 1866. Not a bad career, 
considering the setback at 
Chancellorsville. 
 Collis returned to the “City of 
Brotherly Love” and to his law 
practice. According to online 
information, he became an Assistant 
City Solicitor in 1866, was 
recommended for U.S. District 
Attorney in 1868, declined the 
position of Deputy Attorney-General 
of Philadelphia, and was nominated 
for the office of City Solicitor in 
1871. 
 

 Given their sectional differences, 
I would say the “mixed marriage” of 
Charles and Septima was doomed 
from the jump. But in the end, 
according to family lore, that was 
not what did them in. According to 

legend, Collis had a wandering eye, 
and it was his infidelity that led to a 
temporary separation. They got 
back together for a short time, and 
had another child in 1881. “The 
general did not amend his ways 
permanently after being reconciled 
with his wife,” writes Hagerty, “and 
Septima finally separated from him 
for good.”  
 Septima did OK. She traveled the 
world and wrote books. She was not 
at Bryn Mawr, PA, when Collis 
expired on May 11, 1902. The rest of 
the family were there, a daughter 
and two sons. According to the New 
York Times, “Mrs. Collis, who was on 
a trip in Northern Russia, where she 
intended to spend the summer, had 
returned to Paris on account of the 
General’s condition and will sail on 
the first steamer for home.” 
 Work on Collis’s Gettysburg 
residence was completed in 1900. 
Collis got to enjoy it but for a brief 
time. However, he devoted the final 
years of his life to preservation and 
the development of a national park 
at Gettysburg. Now there’s a legacy! 
The bronze bust 
atop his grave 
looks out across 
the cemetery 
toward his 
beloved “Red Patch,” named for the 
diamond-shape crimson-colored 
patch that the 114th PA wore as 
part of Birney’s First Division, 
Sickles’s Third Corps at Gettysburg. 
It is ground over which he didn’t 
fight, yet fought hard to preserve.  
 So why is Collis, absent during 
the three-day campaign, so visible in 
post-war Gettysburg? I wish 
someone would have asked him, 
ʾcause all I can offer up is 
speculation. Maybe he felt guilty 

about not being there in 1863. 
Maybe he missed the camaraderie 
and fellowship and felt it there. 
Maybe he found Gettysburg the 
perfect venue to get together with 
other vets and swap stories. Which 
reminds me . . . Tell me a little more 
about those parties. 

 

 New officers have been 
nominated for the following posts. 
Voting for these officers will take 
place at the June meeting. 
 

General-in-Chief (President)  
Jim Schultz 

 
Inspector General (Treasurer)  

Dave Delisio 
 

Adjutant General (Secretary) 
Tom Ayres 
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2012 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
July 11, 2012 
 Eric Jacobson—Baptism of 
Fire at the Battle of Franklin 
 
August 8, 2012 
 Joe Reinhart—9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the Maryland Campaign of 
1862 
 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century 
 
November 14, 2012 
 J. D. Petruzzi—Topic to Be 
Determined 
 
December 12, 2012 
No Meeting 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at Otterbein University,  

Shear-McFadden Science Hall, 
Room 104,  

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 
Dates and speakers are subject to 

change. 

 

 

Puzzler:  Who was the first general 
to be killed in the Civil War? 
 
Answer:  Confederate 
Brigadier General Robert 
Selden Garnett, killed on July 
13, 1861, at Carrick’s Ford, 
Virginia 

 

 Round table member Jeff Rodek 
has generously proposed a matching 
program for 2012 to raise funds for 
use by the COCWRT. 
 

 For each COCWRT member who 
donates to the COCWRT 
preservation fund, Jeff will 
match the donor’s contribution 
dollar for dollar up to a total of 
$250. 

  
 For each person who joins the 

Civil War Trust as a new 
member* (minimum $35 
membership level), Jeff will 
donate $100 to the COCWRT’s 
preservation fund. If that person 
is not a member of COCWRT, 
part of Jeff’s $100 will be used to 
cover the donor’s first year’s 
dues. The balance will go to the 
COCWRT’s fund. 

 
 For each COCWRT member who 

joins the Civil War Trust* as a 
Color Bearer (minimum $1,000), 
Jeff will donate $250 to the 
COCWRT. The donor can be a 
current CWT member at any 
level below Color Bearer. 

 
 Make checks payable to Central 
Ohio Civil War Round Table. Write 
Rodek Fund on the memo line. 
 
* Donors participating in either 
option 2 or 3 of this matching 
program should notify Frank DeLuca 
(fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-
1861) that they are donating as part 
of the Rodek Challenge Fund.  

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
Pete Zuhars 
Inspector General 
    740-363-9542 
    zeteman@yahoo.com 
Sheryl Taylor 
Adjutant General 
    614-263-6815 
    sherylt67@yahoo.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
 
War Council Members 
Brian Hall,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 
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Redemption Came Late for the 71st 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry 

 

 The 71st Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
(OVI) from southwestern Ohio  
almost ran out of time to redeem its 
undistinguished record in the Civil 
War. 
 The “redemption,” as related by 
Martin Stewart in his recently 
published history of the unit, came 
not at the decisive Union rout of 
John Bell Hood’s bedraggled army at 
Franklin, Tennessee, in late 
November 1864. An exhausted 71st 
OVI, one of the last units to arrive at 
Franklin, slept through that one. 
They read about the battle in 
newspapers. 
 The redemption would come 
about two weeks later at the 
anticlimactic battle of Nashville 
when Hood threw the remnants of 
his army against George Thomas’s 
entrenched army. The 71st OVI 
assaulted Montgomery Hill and 
another hill the following day. 
Finally, a notable effort. The 71st 
OVI took part in the pursuit of 
Hood’s survivors across the 
Tennessee River until the 
Confederates faded into the hills of 
northern Alabama. The 71st OVI 
then went into winter quarters near 
Huntsville, Alabama. 
 The war was not over for the 71st 
OVI. 
 But how did this snake-bitten unit 
amass such a spotty record? 

(continued on page 7) 

 

 From now until June 25, 2012, 
LSU Press is offering all Civil War 
titles at a 40 percent discount to 
commemorate the war’s 150th 
anniversary. Some unique titles 
include 

Confederate Invention: The Story 
of the Confederate States Patent 
Office and Its Inventors by H. 
Jackson Knight 
Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil 
War by Steven R. Boyd 
Flora and Fauna of the Civil War 
by Kelby Ouchley 

 Visit www.lsupress.org, and 
order online, or call 800-848-6224. 
Use code 04CIVILWAR to receive the 
discount. 

 

 Christopher L. Kolakowski will be 
speaking to us about the Tullahoma 
Campaign at our March roundtable 
meeting. The second duel between 
Rosecrans’s Army of the 
Cumberland and Bragg’s Army of 
Tennessee occurred June 24 through 
July 4, 1863, as both forces 
maneuvered for control of Middle 
Tennessee and the gateway to 
Chattanooga. Bragg’s failure to 
effectively counter Rosecrans’s 
operations ended with the 
Confederates fleeing across the 
Tennessee River to Chattanooga. 
Tullahoma set the stage for the 
subsequent campaigns of 
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, and 
Atlanta, but it has been largely 
overshadowed by more famous (and 
bloodier) events in Pennsylvania and 
along the Mississippi River. This talk 
will discuss the campaign and place 
it in its true importance to the story 
of the Civil War. 
  Kolakowski is a native of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. He received 
his BA in History and Mass 
Communications from Emory & 
Henry College and received his MA 
in Public 

History from the State University of 
New York at Albany. He has devoted 
his career to interpreting and 

preserving American military history, 
having worked for the National Park 
Service, New York State 
government, the Rensselaer County 
(NY) Historical Society, the Civil War 
Trust, Perryville Battlefield State 
Historic Site, and the U.S. Army 
Reserve. Kolakowski is the author of 
numerous articles on various 
aspects of military history and the 
books The Civil War at Perryville: 
Battling for the Bluegrass and The 
Stones River and Tullahoma 
Campaigns: This Army Does Not 
Retreat, both part of the History 
Press's Sesquicentennial Series. This 
spring the U.S. Army will publish his 
short history of the 1862 Virginia 
campaigns. Currently Kolakowski 
works as Director of the General 
George Patton Museum of 
Leadership in Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
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There are thirteen stars 
in the Confederate 

battle flag. How many 
states were in the 

Confederacy? 

 Certainly, inadequate training 
and poor leadership were major 
factors. 
 The 71st OVI was raised primarily 
of farm boys from Miami, Mercer, 
Auglaize, and Clark counties. 
Command was bestowed on Colonel 
Rodney Mason, a political appointee 
from Springfield. Trained at Camp 
Tod (named for Governor David 
Tod), the regiment, with some 800–
1,000 men, boarded a train in Troy 
for Cincinnati on February 18, 1862. 
After a trip downriver to Paducah, 
Kentucky, likely without having been 
issued weapons, the volunteers 
spent a month before steaming up 
the Tennessee River to Pittsburg 
Landing. 
 It was during the battle of Shiloh 
in April where the troubles began. 
With an effective force of 510 men, 
the 71st was accused of cutting and 
running, notably by the 55th Illinois, 
when Confederates assailed the left 
flank of the Union line. But the unit 
suffered more than 25 percent 
casualties, so it had to have done 
some fighting. 
 In his official report Colonel 
Mason stated that during the first 
assault on Sunday morning the 71st 
“delivered a well-directed and well-
sustained fire, which must have 
been destructive, for the enemy 
were thrown into confusion and fell 
back; but they soon rallied—almost 
immediately. . . 
 “We continued to fire from our 
line until I saw the left of the brigade 
falling back and was informed that 
our left flank had been turned, when 
I gave the order to fall back. . . . At 
the Landing we rallied as many of 
our men as could be collected, 
about 250, and took part in the last 

 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $24 from the May book 
raffle. Thank you! 

that sneaked by rebels snoozing at 
Spring Hill, Tennessee. While the 
71st missed the battle of Franklin, as 
noted earlier, it distinguished itself 
at Nashville, suffering 122 casualties. 
 Much traveling followed as the 
71st moved to Knoxville, to North 
Carolina and, eventually, to Texas 
where Kirby Smith had not yet 
surrendered. By the time the 71st 
arrived at San Antonio, the 
Confederates had surrendered. The 
71st marched to Indianola, Texas, on 
the Gulf Coast. In order to keep 
warm during cold weather, the 
soldiers built fires. One such fire 
ignited the county courthouse. 
Despite the damage Indianola 
survived the war. And the town 
rebuilt after a hurricane in 
September 1875. A devastating 
hurricane in August 1886 proved too 
much. The town died and is a ghost 
town today with only historical 
markers verifying its existence. The 
71st OVI was mustered out on 
November 30, 1865. 

combat, in which the enemy were 
checked.” 
 On Monday the 71st counted 
about two hundred men, the rest 
having been dispersed to other 
units. 
 “I regret that the regiment did 
not bear themselves with greater 
steadiness,” Mason wrote, blaming 
inexperience and inadequate 
training for the 71st’s performance. 
 In Chapter 27 of his personal 
memoirs, Ulysses S. Grant wrote 
that Mason “. . . was terribly 
mortified at his action when the 
battle was over. He came to me with 
tears in his eyes and begged to be 
allowed to have another trial. I felt 
great sympathy for him and sent 
him, with his regiment, to garrison 
Clarksville and Donelson. . . . But 
when he was summoned to 
surrender by a band of guerillas, his 
constitutional weakness overcame 
him.” 
 The surrender at Clarksville on 
August 18, 1862, to Confederate 
Colonel Adam “Stovepipe” Johnson 
without firing a shot was the low 
point for the 71st OVI. Six officers 
were cashiered. Captured men of 
the 71st were sent to Camp Chase in 
Columbus to be exchanged for rebel 
prisoners. 
 Next came backwater duty 
chasing guerillas in early 1864. The 
unit’s success helped restore some 
of its reputation. Ordered to Atlanta 
in the late summer of 1864, the 71st 
fought valiantly at Lovejoy Station 
during Sherman’s attack on 
Jonesboro south of Atlanta. The 71st 
was part of the Union force that 
chased John Bell Hood, who had 
abandoned Atlanta and headed 
north toward Nashville. The 71st 
was part of John Schofield’s army 


