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Hello, Everyone,  
 
  

 A short message this month as I 
remind our members about the 
Rodek Challenge that is ongoing and 
has so far been very successful. 
Thank you to those who have 
donated or joined the Trust in 
response to Jeff’s generous offer.  
 Please join me this month as we 
welcome Martin Stewart to the 
round table to speak to us about the 
71st Ohio Infantry Regiment. I look 
forward to seeing everyone on May 
9th. 
 

date:  
Wednesday, May 9, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Ohio Health Building 
300 Polaris Parkway 
Westerville, OH  43082 
speaker/topic:  
Martin Stewart—71st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

this month’s meeting 

 

“Retreat from Victory;  
Victory in Defeat” 

Frank A. O’Reilly Speaks on the 
Union Victory at Malvern Hill 

 
 The story of Gen. George Brinton 
McClellan’s peninsula campaign 
against Richmond in the spring of 
1862, culminating in a thorough 
victory at Malvern Hill, is well 
known. It is historical ground that 
has been well trod, mined and re-
mined, by many prominent 
historians, most recently by the 
highly regarded National Park 
Service historian Robert E. L.(Bobby) 
Krick, now on the staff of the 
Richmond National Battlefield Park, 
for the Civil War Trust website. 

(continued on page 2) 

 

 

Puzzler:  Which Virginia-born 
artillerist named four of his 
cannons Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John? 
 
Answer:  Brigadier General 
William Nelson Pendleton, an 
ordained Episcopal Rector 

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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 The back story: Thirty-four-year-
old George McClellan is brought to 
Washington, D.C., in August 1861 to 
resurrect the Union army following 
its stunning defeat at Manassas. 
Little Mac gives birth to the Army of 
the Potomac and nurtures it into a 
magnificent fighting machine. 
Lincoln, however, is forever skeptical 
over how Mac will utilize his 
creation. 
 When Joseph Johnston withdrew 
his Confederate army south of the 
Rappahannock River, Mac changed 
plans and decided to make his way 
to Richmond by way of the 
peninsula between the James and 
York rivers. The Union army, some 
120,000 strong, landed at Fort 
Monroe in mid-March 1862. 
Painstakingly, excruciatingly slowly, 
the massive army made its way up 
the peninsula. A frustrated Lincoln 
arrived at Fort Monroe on May 6. 
 Finally, significant action. The 
Army of the Potomac was divided by 
the rain-swollen Chickahominy 
swamp. Johnston attacked Mac at 
Seven Pines (Fair Oaks) on May 31. 
Poorly coordinated rebel attacks 
failed miserably. Johnston was 
seriously wounded. Lee replaced 
him on June 1. Mac was convinced 
he was outnumbered and wanted to 
entrench at Old Tavern. He was 
convinced that a classic siege would 
prevail. Lee had other plans and 
attacked Union forces aggressively. 
What followed were the Seven Days’ 
Battles. The Seven Days’ Campaign is 
difficult to study because to 
understand it properly, one must 
also look at the Peninsula Campaign 
and consider McClellan. Moreover, 
each battle needs to be examined 
individually. The Seven Days’ marked 
the genesis of the hard fighting the 

war raged on. Mac left Brigadier 
General Fitz John Porter in 
command while he accompanied 
the supply train and reserve infantry 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to safety and the navy gun ships at 
Harrison’s Landing on the James 
River. 
 But Lee wanted his decisive 
victory to annihilate his enemy, and 
so the Confederates would attack. 
Knowing of the terrain ahead, D. H. 
Hill warned against attacking, but 
Lee was ill and would not change his 
mind. John Magruder, too, was ill, 
and at Malvern Hill gave his worst 
performance of the Seven Days’ 
Battles. Some said his clouded 
judgment defied logic. Lee met with 
his commanders and said the plan 
was to sweep aside the Union’s 
artillery with a gun battle, thus 
clearing the way for the infantry to 
advance. Longstreet said they could 
mass sixty guns at the Carter farm 
on the right and one hundred at the 
Poindexter farm on the left. Lee, 
however, failed to discuss this battle 
plan with his chief of artillery. 
 On the field, confusion arose 
around the order to battle. The 
order omitted the time when the 
guns were to begin firing, and the 
signal to attack was to be an audible 
one (a yell), which had little chance 

of being heard over the roar of the 
artillery barrage. At 2:30 p.m. the  

(continued on page 4) 

Civil War was to know until its 
conclusion. 
 While Lee wanted to destroy the 
Army of the Potomac, Mac was in 
the process of moving his army from 
the Pamunkey River to Harrison’s 
Landing on the James River, 
controlled by Union gunboats. Lee 
failed to derail Union forces at 
Glendale (Frayser’s Farm) on June 
30. He was determined to deliver a 
knockout blow the following day at 
Malvern Hill, a slight hill where Mac 
was likely to set up his artillery and 
infantry because it was within easy 
reach of the James. From the 
Confederate point-of-view, Malvern 
Hill looked like nothing more than a 

gentle slope. From the top of the 
plateau looking north, the Federals 
had an unobstructed view of an 
open field that bottomed out into a 
wooded area. Two marshy and deep 
streams—Turkey Run and Western 
Run—on either side of the hill 
created a U-shaped salient and a 
perfect location for Union guns. 
 Even with his guns in position and 
the enemy moving in the woods to 
the north, on July 1 Mac hoped the 
day would end without action 
because both sides were exhausted 
after such heavy fighting over the 
past six days. In 1862 troops and 
their commanders were still novices 
in the art of warfare and lacked the 
stamina they would acquire as the 
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Announcing the 
RODEK CHALLENGE FUND 

Round table member Jeff Rodek has generously proposed a matching program for 2012 to raise 
funds for use by the COCWRT. 
 
1. For each COCWRT member who donates to the COCWRT preservation fund, Jeff will match 

the donor’s contribution dollar for dollar up to a total of $250. 
  
2. For each person who joins the Civil War Trust as a new member* (minimum $35 membership 

level), Jeff will donate $100 to the COCWRT’s preservation fund. If that person is not a 
member of COCWRT, part of Jeff ’s $100 will be used to cover the donor’s first year’s dues . 
The balance will go to the COCWRT’s fund. 

 
3. For each COCWRT member who joins the Civil War Trust* as a Color Bearer (minimum 

$1,000), Jeff will donate $250 to the COCWRT. The donor can be a current CWT member at 
any level below Color Bearer. 

 
Make checks payable to Central Ohio Civil War Round Table. Write Rodek Fund on the memo line. 
 
* Donors participating in either option 2 or 3 of this matching program should notify Frank 

DeLuca (fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-1861) that they are donating as part of the Rodek 

Challenge Fund.  

Than
ks, 

Jeff! 
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gun battle began, but because the 
Confederate guns were positioned 
in the woods where the infantry was 
also taking cover, the first casualties 
were almost their own officers. The 
guns were coming up piecemeal, 
and as soon as they were out in the 
open, the Union artillery blew them 
up. Instead of the one hundred 
cannons at Poindexter, in actuality 
there were only sixteen; at the 
Carter farm there were four, not the 
recommended sixty. Forty Federal 
guns sat atop Malvern Hill, with 
more that fired from navy ships on 
the James. 
 By 3:00 p.m. Lee saw that his 
plan wasn’t working and ordered an 
end to the attack. They would return 
the next day to turn the Union right 
flank. At 4:00 p.m. Lee, influenced 
by his commanders, changed his 
mind again. Magruder helped 
convince Lee to attack by telling him 
he had reached the hill, but he 
didn’t specify his troops had reached 
the bottom, not the top, of it. 
William Whiting added to the 
impulse to attack by claiming it 
looked as though the Union troops 
were retreating. Lee gave Magruder 
a verbal order to advance. Closer to 
the action, however, Magruder 
began to reconsider his position. 
Then he received another order to 
advance if the bombardment was 
successful, but as it had no time 
stamp, he thought it was a reiter-
ation of Lee’s verbal order and 
quickly sent his men forward. The 
order was actually three hours old. 
Lee relied on Magruder’s judgment, 
and he judged poorly. His men 
started up the slope but were cut 
down almost where they stood.  
 By 6:00 p.m. D. H. Hill thought 
the fight was not going to happen, 
but then his men heard the rebel 

yell (audible signal), so they 
advanced and had as much luck 
taking the hill as Magruder’s men 

before them. After a reconnaissance 
ride Lee realized he had to either fix 
the battle or stop it. He ordered 
Magruder to attack again, and when 
that attack failed, he ordered 
Benjamin Huger to attack around the 
Union left. That assault came within 
forty yards of the Union line before it 
was repulsed. Lee led Evander Law’s 
division into the battle himself. For a 
short time, it penetrated the Union 
position but was driven back, 
suffering massive losses. Isaac 
Trimble almost joined the fray and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
was starting to move his troops 
forward without orders to do so 
when Longstreet sent him back to 
his camp. 
 Nothing went right for Lee. His 
artillery barrage never happened. 
The result was a Union artillery and 
infantry turkey shoot. Charging 
Confederates were annihilated. It 

was so disorganized that retreating 
rebs were killed by their advancing 
brethren. Lee’s plans were totally 
dashed, and casualty counts were 
staggering. 
 Lee made mistakes at Malvern 
Hill, it’s true, but he was fortunate 
to have been fighting Little Mac. 
The next day the Confederates took 
the hill, but the Army of the 
Potomac was long gone, already 
safely at Harrison’s Landing. Mac 
rested for six weeks on the James 
and failed to take advantage of his 
great victory by advancing on 
Richmond. The blame game began 
in earnest. In the north, Republicans 
and the Congress blamed Mac; the 
Democrats and Stanton blamed the 
War Department. Lee was 
disappointed in his own behavior. 
He had planned to destroy the 
Union army and failed, but he 
blamed his subordinates. Of the six 
major commanders under him at 
the beginning of the Seven Days’ 
Battles, three were now gone.  
 Who won the Battle of Malvern 
Hill? In terms of casualties (5,650 
Confederate; 2,214 Union), the 
Army of the Potomac came out on 
top. For Lee, his army failed, but 
there was a perception of a 
Confederate victory because the 
Union retreated and the rebels held 
the ground. This victory declared to 
both north and south that the Con-
federacy was a reality. It turned the 
war from a rebellion to a revolution. 
Lee and his army felt the reper-
cussions of this victory a year later 
at Gettysburg. Soldiers in Pickett’s 
division looking up that gently 
sloping hill on the Third Day said it 
was “to be another Malvern Hill.”  
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Who was the first 
general to be killed in 

the Civil War? 

 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $40 from the April book 
raffle. Thank you! 

2012 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
June 13, 2012 
 Chris Kolakowski —
Tullahoma Campaign 
 
July 11, 2012 
 Clark “Bud” Hall—
Emergence of the Federal 
Cavalry as an Offensive Force of 
the Army of the Potomac 
 
August 8, 2012 
 Joe Reinhart—9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the MD Campaign of 1862  

 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century  

 
November 14, 2012 
 J. D. Petruzzi—TBD  

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at the Ohio Health Building, 

300 Polaris Parkway, 
Westerville, OH  43082. 

 
Dates and speakers are subject to 

change. 

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
Pete Zuhars 
Inspector General 
    740-363-9542 
    zeteman@yahoo.com 
Sheryl Taylor 
Adjutant General 
    614-263-6815 
    sherylt67@yahoo.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
 
War Council Members 
Brian Hall,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

 Author Martin Stewart will 
present a history of the 71st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry from its inception 
in February 1862 until it was 
mustered out in November 1865. 
The regiment was composed of 
recruits from western and 
southwestern Ohio counties, 
including Miami, Mercer, Auglaize, 
Montgomery, Hamilton, and Clark. 
The 71st became part of General 
David Stuart’s Second Brigade, Gen. 
William T. Sherman’s Fifth Division 
of the Army of the Tennessee. 
 The 71st first saw action at the 
Battle of Shiloh. Along with the rest 
of the Second on the Union left 
flank, it was hit hard by General 
Albert S. Johnston’s Confederate 
troops in their early morning 
surprise attack. The Ohioans were 
forced back three times before they 
fell back into the woods, but this 
was perceived by post-battle 
commentators as fleeing from the 
fight. Before they could shake off 
the stigma of this accusation, the 
71st would serve dull guard duty at 
Fort Donelson and Clarksville until 
finally proving their valor at the 
Battle of Franklin. 
 Martin Stewart was born, raised, 
and still lives in Miami County, Ohio. 
He is a direct descendant of four 
Union soldiers. Stewart spent four 
years in the Submarine Service of 
the U.S. Navy at the tail end of the 
Vietnam War and has spent the past 
thirty-three years working as a 
mechanical engineer in Dayton. 
Stewart is the author of the book 
Redemption: The 71st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War. 


