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Greetings: 
 
 This month our tour of 
Otterbein’s campus continues, as we 
move to our new permanent 
meeting location at Towers Hall. 
Towers is a National Historic 
Landmark and should prove an 
interesting and appropriate meeting 
place. Once again, many thanks to 
Tim Maurice for working with 
Otterbein to secure a meeting place 
and thanks, as well, to Otterbein for 
being receptive to our needs and 
meeting them. 
 Our next meeting features Dr. 
Thomas Clemens who will inform us 
about Ezra Carman and the 
documenting of the official history 
of the Antietam battlefield. As a 
recent visitor to Antietam, I am 
looking forward to Dr. Clemens’s 
presentation.  
 Looking forward to our 
September 12th meeting at Towers.  

 

date:  
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman and the 
Maryland Campaign of 1862 

this month’s meeting 

 

  

 Yes, folks, we’re moving again. 
We’ve become so accustomed to it, 
that if we meet in the same space 
two months in a row, we won’t 
know how to behave! In September, 
we will meet in the Towers Hall on 

(continued on page 2) 
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McCook’s Dutchmen 
 
 Historian Joe Reinhart is a retired 
accountant from Louisville, 
Kentucky, whose life changed in 
1993 when he discovered that his 
great-great-grandfather had served 
with the 28th Kentucky Volunteer 
Infantry (U.S.). 
 This is not unusual. Many 
descendants of Civil War veterans go 
on to write regimental histories that 
spring from a personal connection. 
 Reinhart’s scholarship, however, 
is both broader yet focused. He has 
sought to capture the experiences of 
German Americans, many very new 
to the United States, in the Civil 
War. As such, he has immersed 
himself in the bier gartens, turner 
(gymnastic) societies, German 
language newspapers, diaries and 
letters of German immigrants, some 
of whom had fought against 
aristocrats and nobility in the 
revolutions of 1848 and 1849 in 
Germany. They fled their native 
lands after losing their uprisings. 
These were radicals, atheists, and 
trade unionists who retained their 
hatred of privilege, including 
Southern planters whom they 
viewed with disdain.  
 Reinhart’s works include A 
History of the 6th Kentucky 
Volunteer Infantry (U.S.): The Boys 
Who Feared No Noise; translation 
and editing the diaries and letters of 
John Daeuble and Gottfried 

Rentschler of the 6th Kentucky 
Infantry; August Willich’s Gallant 
Dutchmen, the 32nd Indiana 
Infantry; and A German Hurrah! Civil 
War letters of Friedrich Bertsch and 
Wilhelm Staengel of the 9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry (OVI). 
 And currently he is collecting the 
letters of the men of the 82nd 
Illinois Infantry. 
 Three years ago Reinhart spoke 
to our round table about the 32nd 
Indiana. This August his subject was 
the 9th OVI. 

 The considerable German 
population of Cincinnati responded 
quickly and enthusiastically to 
Abraham Lincoln’s call to arms after 
the Confederate attack on Fort 
Sumter in South Carolina. At a rally 
at Central Turner Hall, some one 
thousand Germans enrolled, and the 
9th OVI became the German unit in 
the West. Oddly, command of the 
9th was conferred upon Robert L. 
McCook, a successful lawyer in 
Cincinnati and one of the famed 
fighting McCook clan. McCook 
obviously had no German 
connection, but he did have political 
connections. 
 After training at Camp Dennison, 
the 9th departed in June for 
Parkersburg, West Virginia (still part 
of Virginia at the time). In western 
Virginia the 9th fought very 
effectively at Rich Mountain and 
Carnifax Ferry. Transferred to  

(continued on page 3) 

the Otterbein University campus. 
Towers Hall is south of W. Main 
Street and west of Grove Street 
across from the library and next to 
the science building we are familiar 
with from previous meetings. 

It is building number 48 on the 
Otterbein University map. A PDF 
of this map is available on our 
website. 
Our room is on the third floor, 
room 318.  We can take the 
stairs or the elevator to reach it. 
PARKING is permitted in any of 
the nearby lots.  

Thanks to Tim Maurice and his 
camera, we have a sneak peek at 
our new digs. Thanks, Tim! 

 

 A big THANK 
YOU goes out to 
Ed Chapdelaine for turning the 
aluminum cans he and other 
members collect into cash for the 
round table. The last check he 
brought in was for $35.  
 Ed has been donating his time—
and his truck—to help out the round 
table in this way for years, so be 
sure to give him a hearty “thank 
you” and keep bringing in those 
cans! 
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Kentucky in the fall, the 9th fought 
at Mill Springs in January 1862. 
McCook was severely wounded in a 
leg leading a bayonet charge at this 
battle, a rout that drove the rebels 
out of the state. 

 The 9th moved on to Nashville 
and then Shiloh, although too late to 
fight in this battle. In June 1862 the 
9th moved into northern Alabama. 
Though not fully recovered, McCook 
insisted on rejoining his unit. Unable 
to ride, McCook was transported by 
wagon. On patrol on August 5 near 
the Tennessee line north of 

Huntsville, Alabama, McCook, 
dressed in a nightshirt and suffering 
from dysentery, and his wagon were 

 

 

 In 1862 Ezra Carman was the 
colonel of the 13th New Jersey 
Infantry regiment and led these 
rookie troops into combat in the 
battle of Antietam. After thirty-two 
years had elapsed, Carman was 
hired by the War Department to 
document the official history of the 
battle, create a set of maps, and lay 
out a tour route of the battlefield. 
 Devoting eight years of his life to 
this task, Carman produced the text 
for the cast-iron tablets still marking 
the field today and produced 
fourteen maps marking the various 
positions of the troops throughout 
the battle. Working with other 
members of the Battlefield Board, 
he interviewed veterans, requested 
memoirs, and wrote innumerable 

(continued on page 4) 

assailed by Capt. Frank Gurley’s 4th 
Alabama cavalry. Gurley is believed 
to have fired the shots that mortally 
wounded McCook, who died the 
next day. Members of the 9th went 
on a rampage, considering the killing 
of McCook a cold-blooded murder. 
They burned and destroyed several 
plantations in the vicinity and shot 
and hanged many residents thought 
to be responsible for the killing. 
 From Alabama the 9th was 
transferred to Perryville, Kentucky, 
too late for the battle. Then they 
moved on to Gallatin, Tennessee, 
and on to Stones River. The 9th took 
part in the Tullahoma campaign and 
fought at Chickamauga where they 
launched another bayonet charge 
and fought bravely at Snodgrass Hill. 
The 9th charged up Missionary 
Ridge and helped drive Braxton 
Bragg’s army out of Chattanooga in 
November 1863. One month into 
William T. Sherman’s drive to 
Atlanta in the spring of 1864, the 
9th’s three-year enlistment ended. 
Soldiers of the 9th returned to 
Cincinnati and were mustered out. 
Very few reenlisted. They had had 
enough of war, having endured two 
seven-month periods without being 
paid. They thought there were 
enough able-bodied young men to 
take their places. 

 

 

Puzzler:  Many battles had 
more than one name (ex. 
Antietam/Sharpsburg, First Bull 
Run/First Manassas). A battle 
on June 30, 1862, had seven. 
Can you name them? 
 
Answer:  Frayser’s 
Farm/Glendale/Nelson’s 
Farm/New Market 
Crossroads/Charles City 
Crossroads/Riddle’s 
Shop/White Oak 
Swamp 
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 With your support, 
we raised $33 from the 

August book raffle. Thank you! 
  

letters in his quest to ascertain the 
“true” history of the battle of 
Antietam. 
 Presenting a brief history of Ezra 
Carman and his work to us in 
September will be Dr. Thomas 
Clemens, Professor of History at 
Hagerstown Community College. 
Clemens has worked at HCC for 
twenty-nine years and has also 
taught at Salisbury University and 
George Mason University. He has 
been named three times to Who’s 
Who among American Teachers, has 
written several articles, and is a 
frequent speaker at Civil War 
seminars and Civil War round tables. 
 Ezra Carman’s manuscript was 
the topic of Clemens’s doctoral 
dissertation at George Mason 

University, and he has published an 
edited version of it. Clemens has 
also worked with Save Historic 
Antietam Foundation, Inc., a 
battlefield preservation organi-
zation, for twenty-one years, having 
served as president since 1989. 

Who was he? 
Captured by Indians in 1861 
Traded to settlers for a 
bushel of corn 
Traveled 14,000 miles with a 
Union regiment and was in 
30+ battles 
Would get drunk on booze 
swiped from associates in 
camp 
Taunted Confederates during 
battle and was injured once 
Guest of honor at the 
convention that nominated 
Grant for president 

Has a body part on 
display at a state 
historical society 

Was a trademark for 
a farm machinery 
company 

 

 

 As we gather on September 12, 
2012, to discuss the Civil War, some 
of the men we come to the round 
table to learn about were gathering 
on this day in 1861 to fight the First 
Battle of Lexington, Missouri. Also 
called the Siege of Lexington or the 
Battle of the Hemp Bales, the Battle 
of Lexington followed the 
Confederate victory at Wilson’s 
Creek in early August.  
 Seven thousand Missouri State 
Guardsmen under command of 
Major General Sterling Price aimed 
to take the prosperous river town of 
Lexington for their own and 

(continued on page 5) 

 

 Round table member Jeff Rodek 
has generously proposed a matching 
program for 2012 to raise funds for 
use by the COCWRT. 
 
1. For each COCWRT member who 
    donates to the COCWRT 
    preservation fund, Jeff will match 
    the donor’s contribution dollar for 
    dollar up to a total of $250. 
  
2. For each person who joins the 
    Civil War Trust as a new member* 
    (minimum $35 membership level), 
    Jeff will donate $100 to the 
    COCWRT’s preservation fund. If 
    that person is not a member of 
    COCWRT, part of Jeff’s $100 will 
    be used to cover the donor’s first 
    year’s dues. The balance will go to 
    the COCWRT’s fund. 
 
3. For each COCWRT member who 
    joins the Civil War Trust* as a  
    Color Bearer (minimum $1,000), 
    Jeff will donate $250 to the 
    COCWRT. The donor can be a 
    current CWT member at any level 
    below Color Bearer. 
 
 Make checks payable to Central 
Ohio Civil War Round Table. Write 
Rodek Fund on the memo line. 
 
* Donors participating in either 
option 2 or 3 of this matching 
program should notify Frank DeLuca 
(fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-
1861) that they are donating as part 
of the Rodek Challenge Fund.  
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2012-2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century 
 
November 14, 2012 
 J. D. Petruzzi—Topic to Be 
Determined 
 
December 12, 2012 
No Meeting 

 
January 9, 2013 
 COCWRT Discussion—Topic 
to Be Determined 
 
February 13, 2013 
 Jamie Ryan—Camden 
Expedition 
 
March 13, 2013 
 Mark Jenkins—Union Naval 
Officer Henry Walke 
 
April 10, 2013 
 Dale Phillips—Red River 
Campaign 
 
May 8, 2013 
 Kristopher White—
America’s Second Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville 
 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all 

meetings are held at  
7:00 p.m. 

Towers Hall, Room 318  
Otterbein University  

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    614-633-8876 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 
 

establish Confederate control of the 
Missouri Valley. These pro-
Confederate troops marched into 

town to face Colonel James A. 
Mulligan, who commanded 3,500 
men stationed around the Union 
garrison in Lexington. A large 
number of Mulligan’s men included 
the 23rd Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
also known as the Irish Brigade. 
 The first day of battle was 
actually on September 13 when 
Price’s forces faced heavy artillery 
fire but managed to push the Union 
back to its inner fortifications around 
the Masonic College. Within a week, 
Mulligan surrendered because he 
was low on food, water, and 
ammunition, giving the Confederates 

yet another victory in Missouri. 
Fortunately for both sides, casualties 
were relatively light, with a 
combined total of 64 dead and 192 
wounded.   
 


