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The War
Corres ondent

General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

I would like to thank all
the members who attended the
meeting in March and heard Lar~
Marple's presentation on the 16
Ohio Battery, Independent.

It was nice to learn about
a unit so close to home and I
thought Mr. Marple's collection
was great.

A couple of years ago a
representative from the CWPT
came and talked to our round-
table. At the time a large number
of the membership joined. I have
received my information to renew
my membership and felt it was an
opportune time to encourage you
to either renew your membership
or join the CWPT. They provide
a great service to the Civil War
community.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the April meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

Answer to March
Puzzler

What Illinois native, a
brigadier general at twenty-nine,
was the only Union general to
outmaneuver and outmarch
Nathan Bedford Forrest, in a raid
to Selma, Alabama, March 22 -
April 2, 1865?

James Harrison Wilson

April 2006

April Puzzler

Late in the war, in what
conflict did men of two Union
cavalry divisions fight on foot in
dense woods?

Annual Trip

For those of you who are
going on the spring trip to the
Wilderness:

• Final payments
are due at the
April 1ih meet-
ing. Please
make checks
payable to
Pete Zuhars.

• Pete would like
everyone if pos-
sible to be at
the April meet-
ing so that he
can go over the
meeting place,
time and other
information.

Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the
April 1ih meeting will be Daniel
Davis his topic will be: Col.
Lewis A. Grant and His
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Vermonters in the Wilderness
Campaign.

Mr. Davis was born and
raised in Fredericksburg.

He graduated in Decem-
ber 2004 from Longwood
University, with a BA in History
with a concentration in Public
History. Longwood is located in
Farmville, VA.

This year will mark his
5th year working at Civil War
sites within the NPS. Altogether
he has 4 years at Fredericks-
burg/Spotsylvania.

Mr. Davis started off as
an intern there in the summer of
2002 and returned the following
year as a seasonal. In 2004 he
worked, as a living history
interpreter at Appomattox Court
House, doing first person talks
as a Union private from
Pennsylvania. In March 2005 he
was hired to come back to
Fredericksburg Spotsylvania. He
has worked all the sites and
given tours at Fredericksburg!
Spotsylvania with the exception
of Chatham.

Along with that Mr. Davis
has been involved in the summer
program "History at Sunset",
living history events, and private
research projects at the park.
He is currently conducting re-
search for a manuscript focus-
ing on Emory Upton's role at the
Battle of Rappahannock Station.

In regards to his pre-
sentation the Vermonters would
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sustain the second highest
amount of casualties of any
Union brigade in the battle. It is
second only to the brigade of
Alexander Hays/John Crocker,
although the Hays/Crocker
brigade contained nine regi-
ments as opposed to Grant's
five. They saw heavy fighting on
both days near the Brock/Orange
Plank Road intersection an area
often glossed-over in detail on
walking tours due to the location
of the Exhibit Shelter in
Saunders Field.

His talk also coincides
with the parks efforts to erect a
monument to the Green
Mountain Boys.

Adjutant General's
Report

February 8, 2006
Meeting By

Rory Mcintyre

Esteemed guest Peter
D'Onofrio spoke at our February
meeting about the advancement
of medical science during and
because of the Civil War.

Casualties totaled over
3000 after the battle of First
Manassas in 1861, but there
were no hospitals or organized
evacuations to deal with them;
men streamed back to Washing-
ton, DC without the aid of am-
bulances and took whatever
succor they could find. By the
time the first battles of the
Overland Campaign were fought
in 1864, there were more than 10
times the amount of casualties,
but they did much better due to
an efficient evacuation and hos-
pital system that was able to deal
with them.

At the breakout of the
war, there were only 98 medical
officers in the Union army, since
about the same number had
resigned to join the Confederate
cause. These men had to deal
not only with a newly enlarged

federal army but the fact that the
concentration of troops in DC in-
creased dramatically. Due to the
unhygienic conditions engender-
ed by this additional population,
disease ran rampant. Thus was
born the Sanitary Commission,
which lobbied for better condi-
tions.

Taking over in 1862 as
Surgeon General for Thomas
Lawson, William Hammond held
his medial corps to a much
higher standard, requiring detail-
ed reports. These reports were
collected and became an
important, internationally recog-
nized source of medical informa-
tion. After Gettysburg, the army
hired doctors to supplement its
own core group of operating
surgeons. By 1864, all doctors
were being screened by their
performance.

In 1861, Dorthea Dix
was appointed Superintendent of
Female Nurses and worked
without pay through the end of
the war organizing and running
an efficient corps of female
nurses; the first time women had
so been employed. As a re-
action to Dix's independence,
Catholic nuns were also employ-
ed as nurses since they were
thought to be more obedient.

Hospitals, in so few
numbers before the war, multi-
plied greatly. Experience taught
them that clean, well ventilated;
pavilion-style hospitals were best
for the patients. Recognizing
that the first twenty-four hours
after wounding was critical in the
outcome of a case, the system
for moving wounded from the
field back to the general hos-
pitals in the cities, non-existent at
the beginning of the war became
quite professional as well.
Soldiers were moved by
unarmed, clearly designated
stretcher-bearers to aid stations
just behind the battle lines, then
back to field hospitals a mile or
two back, then back to general

hospitals in the cities. As part of
this process, four-wheeled
models driven by a professional
ambulance corps replaced the
two-wheeled ambulances exist-
ing at the war's beginning, which
were unsteady and rough to the
men riding in them. The army
also added hospital ships.

Because of the greater
range of the rifled musket, bullets
caused ninety-four percent of
wounds. The doctors had to
triage them by hand and
developed new instruments to
extract the bullets. The pro-
jectiles were covered with dirt,
fabric and other matter, leading
almost inevitably to infection. If a
soldier was shot in the torso, little
could be done, but if shot in the
extremities, amputations were
common, sometimes without
anesthesia.

In a strange turn of fate,
the civil war brought rapid
advancements to the science of
medicine both in America and
around the world. We thank Mr.
D'Onofrio for his informative, if
sometimes a little unpleasant,
review of this aspect of the war.

Adjutant General's
Report

March 8, 2006 Meeting
By

Rory Mcintyre

Esteemed guest Larry
Marple spoke at our March
meeting about the history of the
16th Ohio Battery, Independent.

Mr. Marple was fortunate
enough to have located 88
ancestors who fought in the Civil
War. He acquired the diary of
Pvt. Wallace Byrd, and edited
and transcribed it, publishing it
as "14 Months in the Union
Artillery. "

The 16th formed at the
Clark County Fairgrounds.

Continued on page 3



Mr. Marple traced Pvt. Byrd,
Samuel Stafford, and many
others who had enlisted in the
16th

. They were sent to St. Louis
on Sept. 5th

, 1861, where they
came under Gen. Fremont's
command. Soon after they
arrived, the quartermaster issued
their uniforms. Stafford's notes
in his writings that the clothes
were of extremely poor quality; in
fact, they were so bad that the
clothes were condemned on
Feb. 2ih, 1862.

Guns were issued to the
regiment of Dec. 2ih, 1861. The
battery consisted of 4 6-lb. guns
and 2 James Rifles. Things
didn't go smoothly during their
training; the guns fell over when
they first hitched them to horses.

Byrd and Stafford tell of
how the men, after being paid on
Jan 24th

, 1862, went on an
eating binge in town on Jan. 25th

.

Also, they discuss their NCOs in
their diaries and in letters, since
those men would all be known to
their families. They each tell a
story of sitting with a sick friend.
Though each visited the same
man concurrently, neither men-
tions the other in their writings;
Mr. Marple believes this is due to
Stafford being a staunch aboli-
tionist who felt that the Eman-
cipation Proclamation didn't go
far enough, and Byrd thinking
only of keeping the Union to-
gether with no regard for the
slaves at all.

Their first taste of
combat came at Donfin, Missouri
on April 1st, 1862. Warned by
cavalry of a skirmish up the road
on which they traveled, a man
named Myron Love fell off of the
caisson and was crushed by the
wheels.

Mostly, though, they
spent their times in camp.
Members of the battery had time
on their hands, so they occupied
themselves with activities like
swimming and even fiddle mak-
ing.

In October 1862, Pvt.
Byrd fell ill. He fought it as long
as he could, rallying and then
getting worse. Finally, he
passed on Oct. 24th

. Stafford
also got sick in October. Sent
home of Nov. 8th

, he made a full
recovery and lived until 1923.
The battery went on to fight at
Champion Hill and Vicksburg;
they have monuments at each of
those places for the regiment.

The roundtable very
much appreciates Mr. Marple's
visit. He reminded us that the
men in that time were people just
like us, a point often overlooked
in other histories.

Donations

The Muskingum County
Civil War Association, Inc. of
Zanesville, Ohio, is seeking mon-
etary donations in order to
replace the headstone of Lt.
Charles E. Hazlett, Commander
of Battery D, 5th U.S. Artillery,
who was killed July 2, 1863, on
Little Round Top at the battle of
Gettysburg.

Over the years the stone
has deteriorated and been van-
dalized to the point that it is now
broken into three pieces and the
inscription is no longer legible.

After two years of
research in order to find the
exact wording originally on the
stone, the MCCWA is ready to
undertake this project. The gran-
ite stone will cost several
thousand dollars to replicate.
Upon completion of the new
stone, a public dedication cere-
mony will be held.

The Muskingum County
Civil War Association is a non-
profit, tax-exempt organization
under Section 501@ (3) of the
I.R.S. laws which has as its
goals the education of our citi-
zens through preservation and
demonstration.

To make a donation or

for" further information, contact
Donald C. Moody, President,
Muskingum County Civil War
Association, P.O. Box 1863,
Zanesville, Ohio 43702-1863;
www.muskingumcivilwar.org or
e-mail: hazleU@muskingumcivilwar.org

New Members

Please welcome the
following new members:

Wayne Carlberg
Nancy Law
Charles Walker
Thomas Ayres III
John Demel
Elizabeth Topping

I would like to apologize
to Wayne and Nancy for the
delay.

Dues

It is that time of year to
renew your membership in the
Central Ohio Civil War Round-
table.

Individual- 25.00
Family - 35.00
Student - 15.00

Please make checks
payable to the: Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable. They can be
brought to the meetings or
mailed to: Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, P.O. Box 471, Lewis
Center,OH 43035-0471.

If you have paid your
dues since January 2006 you are
paid for the year.

Graffiti House

The Graffiti House, near
Brandy Station was recently list-
ed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Some of the our
members were able to go
through the house on one of our
spring trips.

http://www.muskingumcivilwar.org
mailto:hazleU@muskingumcivilwar.org
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, April 12,2006 - The speaker will
be Daniel Davis on Col. Lewis A. Grant and
His Vermonters in the Wilderness
Campaign.
The meeting will held at the Westerville
Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway,
Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

May 10, 2006 - TBA
June 14,2006 - Mark Grimsley, How to Read A
Civil War Battlefield.
July 12, 206 - TBA
August 9, 2006 - TBA
September 13, 2006 - TBA
October 11, 2006 - TBA
November 8, 2006 - TBA

Dates are subiect to chan!!e
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