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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello everyone, Wow,
what was I thinking as Eric
Jacobson finished his talk to our
Roundtable last month. It was
outstanding. You could have
heard a pin drop during the whole
of his presentation.

This coming month will
bring us Fred Ray, an
accomplished speaker and well
known Civil War personality.

I hope to see many of our
members at the August meeting
along with a guest.

Your Obedient Servant,

Tim Maurice

Answer to July Puzzler

What prisoners
at Castle Pinckney in Charleston
wore, blue trousers and jackets,
red flannel shirts, and red fez
caps?

Fire Zouaves of New
York, the 11th New York.

August Puzzler

What member of
Lincoln's cabinet was from west
of the Mississippi River?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

Our speaker for the
August 13, 2008, meeting will be
Fred L Ray. The topic will be:
"Sharpshooter Battalions of
the Army of Northern
Virginia."

Fred Ray is the
president and CEO of CFS
Press, Inc. and author of several
books on flood and swift water
rescue. He is a US Army
veteran who spent most of his
time in the armored cavalry,
during his two tours in Vietnam.

While researching the
Civil War era as part of a family
history project, he found that one
of his great-grandfathers,
Lieutenant Jason O. Patton, had
commanded a Confederate
sharpshooter company. This, in
turn, led to an investigation of the
sharpshooters themselves and a
book on the subject - "Shock
Troops of the Confederacy:
The Sharpshooter Battalions
of the Army of Northern
Virginia. "

Adjutant General's
Report

by Rory McIntyre
July 9, 2008 Meeting

Esteemed roundtable
guest Eric Jacobson spoke at our
July meeting on the Battles of
Spring Hill and Franklin, TN.

In the fall of 1864, the
Confederacy was dying. General
William T. Sherman had just
taken Atlanta and was preparing
to move east through Georgia to
the sea. General John Bell Hood,
commander of the Confederate
Army of Tennessee hoped to
draw Sherman instead west,
knowing that Sherman would tear
through Georgia and then move
to consolidate his forces with
those of General Grant in
Virginia.

His idea was to get
through the Union 4th Corps,
which stood between his 33,000
men and Nashville. He knew he
needed to move fast, but the
weather turned against him; rain
made the roads difficult to travel
and swelled the rivers. In the
meantime, Sherman sent his 23rd

Corps to counter Hood's move.
Hood came to Columbia,
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TN, from the east, hoping to catch
Schofield's army south of the
Duck River but he had already
jumped north of the river and
headed up the Columbia Pike
headed to Nashville.

The Union Army camped
near Spring Hill on the night of
November 29th

. Hood decided to
send his army around the flank to
cut off the Columbia Pike and
Schofield's line of retreat.
However, his subordinate's
missteps accumulated and
prevented Hood from knowing
that Schofield was on the march
again before he could complete
his movements. He'd missed his
chance at Spring Hill.

Hood knew Schofield
was headed straight for Nashville
and he had to catch up. The
flooded Harpeth River at Franklin
prevented Schofield from making
any more progress. He ordered
his troops to dig in, and create a
perimeter around the town, using
the Harpeth on the southeast of
town as one anchor to his line
and the river northwest of town as
the other end. He had 26,000
troops and 38 cannon.

Hood's army arrived on
November 30th and, by 3:30 pm,
had 19,000 rebels in a front 2
miles long facing the Union
troops. The attack commenced
at 4:30 pm, just as the sun was
setting.

The rebels were facing a
veteran Union army who gave not
an inch. The battle dragged on in
close, sometimes hand-to-hand,
combat for five long hours that
night. Many men later reported
that it was the worst fighting
they'd ever seen, and, as this was
late 1864, they'd seen a lot of
fighting. By the time the attacks
ended, Hood's army had lost
4000 dead and 6500 wounded,
more than at Shiloh. The army
had also lost six Confederate
Generals there as well, far and
away the highest number of
generals lost in any battle of the

war. By contrast, the Union
positions were so strong that
Schofield lost no more than 400
dead.

The Roundtable sends its
sincerest thanks to Mr. Jacobson
for his amazing talk. I thought he
was onE the absolutely finest
speakers we've had since I've
been a member, and that's saying
a lot. He did more than give a
talk, he told a story of the end of
the Confederate Army of
Tennessee. His presentation was
well researched, his arguments
well supported and his speaking
style extremely professional and
as good as I've heard. If we can
get Mr. Jacobson up to speak to
us again, it won't be too soon.
For those of you who had the
misfortune of not attending, you
missed a great talk.

Raffle

The July raffle raised
$31.00.

As always thanks to
everyone for your support by
donating books or buying the
raffle tickets.

Dues

It is once again that time
of the year to renew your
membership.

Single - $25
Family - $35
Students - $15

If you have paid your
dues anytime in 2008 you will not
need to pay again.

You can bring your dues
to the meetings or mail them to:
The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, PO Box 471, Lewis
Center,OH 43035-0471

Roundtable Officers for
the next 2 years:

.Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed some of
the upcoming tours:

• Antietam: The
Bloodiest Single Day -
A Walking Tour.
September 5-6, 2008
with Robert K. Krick.
Friday 8:30 am
Saturday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• Antietam and
Gettysburg - A Walking
Tour of Two
Battlefields.
The tour will focus on
Union and Confederate
leaders who fought at
both.
September 13-14, 2008
with Robert L. Baker.
Saturday 8:45 am -
Sunday 4:00 pm. The
cost is $295.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• Harpers Ferry,
Monocacy, Snickers
Gap and 2~
Kernstown:
Confederate High
Command in the
Shenandoah Valley in
1864 - A Field and
Walking Tour.
September 18-20, 2008
with Scott C. Patchan.
Thursday 8:00 pm -
Saturday 5:00 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• The Three Days of the
Battle of Gettysburg:
From McPherson's
Woods to Pickett's
Charge - A Walking
Tour.
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September 26-28, 2008
with Robert L. Baker.
Friday 8:45 am
Sunday 3:30 pm. The
cost is $395.00, which
includes 3 lunches.

• The Atlanta Campaign:
- A Field and Walking
Tour of Cassville,
Allatoona Pass, Dallas,
New Hope, Pickett's Mill,
Kennesaw Mountain,
The River Line and the
Oakland Cemetery
October 9 -11, 2008 with
Tommy Barber and
Brandon Beck.
Thursday 7:30 pm -
Saturday 5:00 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861
or bye-mail
cwea@earthlink.net

Fairfield Heritage
Association

The Fairfield Heritage
Association and the William
Tecumseh Sherman Roundtable
are organizing a trip to
Springfield, Illinois, October 1-3,
2008.

Check the Fairfield
Heritage Association website for
more information.

Battlefield Preservation

Good news on the
preservation front. In April the
Commonwealth of Virginia
approved the budget of Gov. Tim
Kaine, which included $5 million
over the next two years for the
Civil War Historic Battlefield
Preservation Fund.

The fund was founded in
2006 and to this point had only

received $700,000. The CWPT
has made use of the fund,
receiving $500,000 to help in the
$12 million purchase of 210acre
Slaughter Pen Farm at
Fredericksburg and another
$200,000 went to purchase land
at the Glendale battlefield.

The following people
were instrumental in acquiring
the funding:

Hon. Tim Kaine,
Governor

Bill Howell, Speaker of
the House of Delegates

Edd Houck, Virginia
Senator

Preston Bryant,
Secretary of Natural Resources

Kathleen Kilpatrick,
Director of the Department of
Historic Resources

From the Civil War News and Hallowed
Ground .

Cold Harbor

The Richmond
Battlefields Association
purchased a key piece of the
Cold Harbor battlefield.

The 11-acres are
fronting Beulah Church Road
and was in the thick of the June
1, 1864 fighting. The property
lies within the boundary of the
Richmond National Battlefield
Park. It includes a line of
earthworks.

The cost for the 11-acres
was $245,000.

The Association hopes
to sell the land to the Richmond
park and use the money to buy
more land.

From The Civil War News

Bentonville Battlefield

The CWPT has bought
173 acres at the Bentonville
Battlefield. The price for the land
was $772,500. The Trust needs

to 'raise just under $100,000
thanks to several matching
grants through the federal Civil
War Battlefield Protection
program and the State of North
Carolina.

From The Civil War News

John Mercer Patton, Jr.

An ancestor of World
War II's General George S.
Patton, John M. Patton, Jr., did
not have a career as glorious as
those of his two brothers or his
great nephew, but he did survive
the Civil War.

A graduate of the
Virginia Military Institute and a
Richmond lawyer, he entered the
Confederate service where his
assignments included: lieutenant
colonel, 21 sl Virginia 1861. After
leading the regiment at the battle
of Kernstown, he was elected
colonel of the regiment at the
spring 1862 reorganization of the
unit and led it through part of
Stonewall Jackson's Shenan-
doah Valley Campaign. Having
missed the Seven Days battles
due to ill health, he resigned on
August 8, 1862. He was a
leading postwar legal authority.

From Who Was Who In The Confederacy

Willie Johnston

Following his father into
the Union army, Willie Johnston
was the youngest person in the
Civil War to earn the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

Born in New York, he
was living in Vermont when his
father enlisted in Company D, 3rd

Vermont, in the summer of 1861.
He joined the company as a
musician. At the Seven Days at
the age of twelve he so
distinguished himself that he was
awarded the medal in 1863.

From Who Was Who In The Union
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, August 13, 2008, 7:30 p.m. -
The speaker will" be Fred Ray. The topic will
be the "Sharpshooter Battalions of the Army of
Northern Virginia." The meeting will be held at
the Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2008 schedule:

September 10 - Russ Bonds - Andrews
Raiders

October 8 - Paul Taylor - TBA

November 12 - Ken Noe - Perryville

December - NO MEETING
Dates are subject to change
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