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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello Everyone: It's the
dog days of summer which
means that it can get pretty hot
and humid outside. What better
time to find a comfy chair and
read a good civil war book. There
have been quite a few very good
ones published lately on almost
all aspects of the war. We're
lucky to have in our midst a
walking, talking expert on all
things concerning civil war books.
His name? Mike Peters our
Historian General. Mike always
seems to be in the know about
what books are receiving good
reviews and what is in the
pipeline for the future. Mike
enjoys sharing his knowledge and
is always ready to debate the
relative merits of just about any
civil war book you could think of.
Our members have a lot to offer
each other as the knowledge
base is very deep. I encourage
everyone to get to know your
fellow roundtable members.
See you at the next meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Tim Maurice

Answer to July
Puzzler

What Union military
department stretched from the
Ohio-Illinois border to the Rocky
Mountains?

The Western Department
created July 3,1961.

August Puzzler

What strategic site did
Stonewall Jackson hold at the
beginning of Second Bull Run,
August 30, 1862?

Historian General's
Report
By

Mike Peters

Our speaker for the
August 8th, meeting will be
Glenn W. LaFantasie. The topic
will be: "William C. Oates in
War and Peace".

Mr. LaFantasie is the
Richard Frockt Family Professor
of Civil War History and Director
of the Center for the Study of the
Civil War in the West at Western
Kentucky University.

He is the bestselling
author of "Twilight at Little Round
Top (Wiley, 2005)." His most

recent book is "Gettysburg
Requiem: The Life and Lost
Causes of Confederate Colonel
William C. Oates (Oxford 2006)."
He is also a regular contributor to
several history magazines,
including American History,
MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of
Military History, North & South,
America's Civil War and Civil
War Times Illustrated.

His next book,
"Gettysburg and its Many
Meanings, will be published by
Indiana University Press in late
2007." He is presently at work
on his next project: Lincoln and
Grant: The Partnership that Won
the Civil War."

Adjutant General's
Report

July 11, 2007
Meeting
By

Tim Maurice for
Rory McIntyre

Thanks to fellow round-
table member Dallas Cahill for a
fine presentation to our group.

Here is a quick review of
his talk. Complete insanity!
That's how Ed Bearss described
the saga of the Confederate
ironclad the CSS Arkansas. In
the fall of 1861 the keel of the
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ship was laid down. Prior to the
fall of Memphis to the Union Navy
in April of 1862 the ship was
towed to the Yazoo River to
prevent it's capture by Union
forces. The hull of the ship
languished in its dock on the
Yazoo until May of 1862 when
Capt. Isaac N. Brown arrived to
take command of the ship, he
found it without armor, its engines
in pieces and its guns were not
mounted. The railroad iron that
was intended as armor for the
ship lay at the bottom of the river.

In a span of five weeks
Capt. Brown had the ship towed
to a more suitable site for
construction (Yazoo City),
retrieved all the iron from the
bottom of the river and fitted out
the ship using manpower that
was available in the area and
fitted out the ship using any
manpower that was available in
the area. After this Herculean
effort Capt. Brown received his
sailing orders from the high
command: Sail your ship down
the Yazoo into the Mississippi,
engage the 39 ships blockading
Vicksburg, and after they are
defeated continue moving down
the river and destroy the mortar
batteries south of the city. After
this is accomplished steam to
New Orleans and relieve the
blockade of the Mississippi river.
All of this should be accomplished
by one ship crewed by about 60
infantrymen from Missouri who
had never handled naval artillery.
Insanity indeed!

On July 15, the Arkansas
ran into three Union ships while
on it's journey down the Yazoo,
in the ensuing gun battle one
Union ship would be disabled
while the other two would be sent
scurrying back to the protection of
the fleet around Vicksburg. Next
it would encounter the blockading
fleet around Vicksburg. The
Confederate ironclad would
engage various Union ships and
force its way to the shelter of the

Vicksburg defenses. The
Arkansas had sustained damage
to its engine which would reduce
its speed to a crawl while
damaging a few Union ships.
The Arkansas would remain
under the protection of
Vicksburg's guns while repairs
were made. When the work was
done the ship would again give
battle to the blockading Union
fleet, damaging two Union ships
and causing the Union
commanders to lift the blockade.

The Arkansas' final
action would be an attempt to
support a land attack near Baton
Rouge. While approaching the
Federal fleet the ships engines
finally gave up and the Arkansas
was dead in the water. The ship
would be abandoned and set on
fire to prevent its capture by
Union forces. Thus ended the
fantastic career of the CSS
Arkansas.

She now rests under a
levee in the vicinity of Baton
Rouge.

Membership Dues

It's that time of year
again to pay your membership
dues.

You can bring your dues
to the meetings or mail them to:
The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, P.O. Box 471, Lewis
Center, OH 43035-0471.

Single $25
Family $35
Student $15

Please make your check
payable to The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable.

Thanks to everyone who
have paid their dues.

Raffle

The July raffle raised
$51.00. As always thanks to
everyone who has participated.

Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed some
upcoming tours:

• Monuments at
Gettysburg, Part II - A
Walking Tour.
September 8, with
Robert L. Baker.
Saturday 8:45 am -
Saturday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $150, which
includes lunch.

• The Iron Brigade at
Gettysburg - A Walking
Tour. September 9, with
Robert L. Baker.
Sunday 8:45 am
Saturday 4:00 pm. The
cost is $150, which
includes lunch.

• Yellow tavern, North
Anna and Cold Harbor
- A Walking Tour.
September 13 - 15, with
Robert E. L. Kick.
Thursday 8:00 pm -
Saturday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $325, which
includes 2 lunches.

• 1864 Valley Campaign
Tour. September 20 -
22, with Scott Patchan.
Tour of 2nd Kernstown,
3rd Winchester, Fishers
Hill, Toms Book and
Cedar Creek. Thursday
8:00 pm - Saturday 5:00
pm. The cost is $325,
which includes 2
lunches.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, August 8 7:30 p.m. - The
speaker will be P.rofessor Glenn LaFantasie.
The topic will be William C. Oates in War and
Peace. The meeting will be held at the
Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2007 schedule:

September 12 - Dr. Lenette Taylor, Captain
Simon Perkins, Jr., Union Quartermaster
October 10 - Harold George - Civil War
Monuments of Ohio
November 14 - Scott Mingus, Sr. - the Gordon
Expedition
December - no meeting
Dates are subject to chanj!e
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