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The War
Corres ondent

General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

Thanks to all the mem-
bers and guests who attended
the meeting in January. This was
the first time in many years that
we had a true roundtable dis-
cussion.

I would like to thank
Jamie Ryan and Eric Wittenberg
for leading the discussion, as well
as giving their insight into events
leading up to the Meade-Sickles
controversy at Gettysburg.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the February
meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

Answer to January
Puzzler

Civilian balloonist
Thaddeus Lowe had his fame
boosted in a nine-hour flight in
1861 that traveled what dis-
tance?

900 miles. From
Cincinnati, Ohio to Unionville,
South Carolina.

February Puzzler

In February 1861, where
in New Mexico did Confederates

February 2006

under Henry H. Sibley score a
victory, giving the South hope it
might conquer all of the South-
west?

Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the
February 8th meeting is Peter J.
D'Onofrio, Ph.D. his topic will be:
Medical Advancements of the
American Civil War.

Mr. D'Onofrio has been
a student of the American Civil
War since his high school days
in New York City. He has visited
many of the major battlefields of
the Eastern and Western
theaters of that war.

Mr. D'Onofrio became
interested in Civil War re-
enactin~ in 1978 when he joined
the 35t Ohio Volunteer Infantry
Regiment in the Dayton-
Hamilton-Cincinnati area. Origi-
nally joining as an infantryman,
Mr. D'Onofrio eventually deve-
loped the impression of a regi-
mental surgeon and became the
Regimental Surgeon for the 35th

OVI. He served in that position
until the group disbanded in early
1988. He is a member of the
M.O.L.L.U.S., and the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine.

At present, Mr. D'Onofrio
is the President and Chief
Executive Officer of The Society
of Civil War Surgeon's, Inc., a
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non-profit, educational organiza-
tion whose purpose is to educate
the general public, as well as
fellow re-enactors, as to the life,
times, and role of the Civil War
medical professional. During his
tenure as President and CEO,
The Society has grown five fold
and currently has over 400
members in forty states and
three foreign countries. Mr.
D'Onofrio is also one of the
founding and charter members of
The Society. Further, he is the
Editor/Publisher of The Society's
quarterly publication, The
Journal of Civil War Medicine.
This publication averages 32
pages of academic works written
specifically for the journal or
works from other publications, for
which reprint permission has
been received.

With the start of the 125th

anniversary of the Civil War in
1986, Mr. D'Onofrio has been
instrumental in setting up the
medical re-enactments for the
Battles of First Manassas,
Antietam, Perryville, Gettysburg,
Wilderness, Monocacy, Benton-
ville, and Appomattox serving as
overall Medical Director for The
Army of the Potomac at these
battle re-enactments. He has
also been active in some of the
130th and 135th anniversary re-
enactments.

Mr. D'Onofrio is currently
engaged in authoring a compila-
tion of medically related books,
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pamphlets, articles, etc., dealing
with Civil War era medicine from
roughly 1845 to the present day.
Mr. D'Onofrio received his
doctoral degree in American
History in the summer of 1998.

Finally, Mr. D'Onofrio
has served as consultant to
many re-enactment/living history
units and individuals, the
National Park Service, and one
television series, interested in
Civil War Medicine. He also
appeared in the Arts &
Entertainment channel's Civil
War Journal episode on
Battlefield Medicine. Since
1993, Mr. D'Onofrio, in conjunc-
tion with other living historians,
has set up a Civil War hospital at
the Ohio Civil War Show, the
largest such show in the Mid-
west.

He has written numerous
articles, book reviews; made a
couple of television appearances
and gave numerous presenta-
tions at conventions, conferen-
ces and for other Civil War
Roundtables.

Adjutant General's
Report

January 19, 2006 Meeting
By

Rory Mcintyre

Both Jamie Ryan and
Eric Wittenberg opened up the
discussion with background
information into the controversy
and insight into events that
happened at Chancellorsville
that may have influenced both
Meade and Sickles decisions
made at Gettysburg.

There was a lot of parti-
cipation, with interesting points of
view and questions raised from
those points of view, which both
Jamie and Eric tried to address.

There are plans to do
more of these discussions in the
future. If you were at the meet-
ing please let Pete Zuhars know

how you felt, did you like this for-
mat and would like to do more.

Annual Trip

The annual trip is
planned for April 28, 29, 30 and
May 1. The trip is to the
Wilderness Battlefield.

Our guide's will be Don
Pfanz for the northern half of the
battlefield (from the Higgerson
Farm north) on Saturday, April
29, and Greg Mertz for the
southern half of the battlefield
(from the Jones Field south) on
Sunday, April 30.

In order to see these
fields in depth, the tour will
require a great deal of walking
(at least for Greg Mertz's
portion), some are over areas
where there are no trails.

The cost of the trip is
$325. A deposit of $150 is due
to Pete Zuhars no later than
February 28th. The final $175 is
due no later than the April
meeting.

All those who are
interested please contact Pete
Zuhars or Patty Barker. We
would like to get a good estimate
on those who are interested in
going on the trip.

Fairfield Heritage
Program

The Fairfield Heritage
Association is presenting a
weekend with Charles Flood
author of "Grant and Sherman,
The Friendship that Won the
Civil War."

This is planned for the
weekend of May 5, 6, and 7,
2006. Tentative plans are to
have a book signing and talk on
Friday, May 5 at the Sherman
House (there will be a cost
associated with this). There is a
dinner being planned for
Saturday evening, May 6, open
to the general public. There was

no' information provided for
Sunday, May 7.

I will look into this and
provide additional information as
it is received.

Thanks member Terry
Pyles for this information.

Memorial Hall

After being closed for
more than four months due to
Hurricane Katrina the Confed-
erate Memorial Hall in New
Orleans was scheduled to
reopen on January on a reduced
schedule.

Instead of being opened
six days a week it will be open
three days, Thursday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

During the down time
some major new offerings were
prepared. One being the
buildings annex, which has been
closed for four years, will reopen
with an additional 900 feet of
exhibit space. There is also a
new photography exhibit and an
enhanced display on Union Gen.
Benjamin Butler's occupation of
New Orleans. Items from the life
of Winnie Davis, Jefferson
Davis's daughter who was a
fixture on the New Orleans social
scene, will be displayed for the
first time in several years. Also,
with a 16-foot ceiling flags that
have been stored for four years
will go on display.

As the tourist traffic
increases the days for being
open will go back to Monday
through Saturday. However, the
museum may not be back to
normal for up to three years, said
board of director's member Sam
Hood.

The board has set up a
relief fund to help pay for
necessities like insurance,
utilities and taxes. Those
interested may send checks to
Memorial Hall Relief Fund,
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Suite 180, Box 278,6658 Youree
Drive, Shreveport, LA 71105

From The Civil War News

Chancellorsville

The Civil War Preserva-
tion Trust is purchasing 75 acres
fronting Route 3 that had been
slated for development.

The tract is a portion of
the May 1, 1863 battlefield. This
will be added to an earlier
acquisition, that preserves 215
acres in all. The Trust is calling
the property the Lick Run
battlefield, for the small stream
that separates the two
purchases.

From The Civil War News

Mill Springs

August is the target date
for the completion of the new
visitors center and museum
being built at the Mill Springs
Civil War Battlefield.

The new facility will have
a library and interpretative
exhibits that will change from
time to time to encourage visitors
to return. A community room
and theater will be available for
school groups and others for
special programs.

From The Civil War News

Daniel Lady Farm

Due to a federal grant
plus support from a local con-
servancy, the state of
Pennsylvania and the Civil War
Trust the mortgage on the Daniel
Lady Farm at Gettysburg was
paid off on November 14.

From The Civil War News

March on Harrisburg and
Heritage Days

On Saturday, April 29,
2006, there is going to be a
march from City Island starting at
10:30 a.m. to the Harrisburg
Capitol steps where there will be
a public rally at 12 noon to
deliver petitions and tell the
Gaming Control Broad, the
Governor and Legislature there
will be NO casino near
Gettysburg.

This will coincide with
Heritage Days, April 28-30.
There will be living
history/historic merchants, and a
concert Saturday night.

The events are co-
sponsored by The City of
Harrisburg, The National Civil
War Museum, The Civil War
Preservation Trust and No
Casino Gettysburg.

Details at
www.nocasinogettysburg.com or
717 -334-6333.

Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed some
upcoming tours.

• Sharpshooters at
Gettysburg.
March 18, 2006, with
Gary Kross. Saturday:
8:45 am - 4:30 pm. The
cost is $135, which
includes lunch.

• Ascent to Signal Knob:
On the Massanutten
Trail with John B.
Gordon - A Rigorous
Walking & Climbing
Tour
March 26, 2006 with
Scott C. Patchan.
Sunday: 9:00 am - 4:00
pm. The cost is $95,
which includes lunch.

• Generals Killed and
Mortally Wounded at
Gettysburg: A Walking
Tour.
April 1, 2006, with Rich
Bellamy. Saturday: 8:45
am - 4:30 pm. The cost
is $135, which includes
lunch.

• Confederate Artillery at
Gettysburg: A Walking
Tour.
April 2, 2006, with Jay
Jorgesen. Sunday: 8:45
am - 4:30 pm. The cost
is $135, which includes
lunch.

• Great Cities of
American History
Charleston.
April 5-8, 2006, with
William Glenn Robert-
son. Wednesday: 8:00
pm through Saturday
5:00 pm. The cost is
$595, which includes 3
lunches and 1 dinner.

• Longstreet at Second
Manassas: A Field and
Walking Tour.
April 8, with Scott C.
Patchan. Saturday: 8:45
am - 4:30 pm. The cost
is $135, which includes
lunch.

• The Civil War in
Northern Virginia: A
Field Tour of Often
Overlooked Sites.
April 9, with Scott C.
Patchan. Sunday: 9:00
am - 4:30 pm. The cost
is $135, which includes
lunch.

If 5 or more members
register for the same tour you
can get the 25% discount.
Contact Ken Ramsey, 1932
Strathshire Hall, Powell, OH
43065; 614-430-0415 or
zilzip@aol.com.

http://www.nocasinogettysburg.com
mailto:zilzip@aol.com.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, February 8, 2006 - The speaker
will be Peter' D'Onofrio on Medical
Advancements of the American Civil War.
The meeting will held at the Westerville
Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway,
Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

March 8, 2006 - TBA
April 12, 2006 - TBA
May 10, 2006 - TBA
June 14, 2006 - TBA
July 12, 206 - TBA
August 9,2006 - TBA
September 13, 2006 - TBA
October 11, 2006 - TBA
November 8, 2006 - TBA

Dates are subiect to chanl!:e
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