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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello everyone, I hope
everyone had a great holiday
season.

Our January meeting will
be on the 14th at our usual
location. We will be holding our
annual roundtable discussion with
this year's topic being: "Who was
the most influential personality,
be it good or bad, military or
civilian in the Civil War." There
are a lot of folks who could get
the nod for this perhaps dubious
honor so please join us and
support your favorite personality.

The preservation raffle is
going strong as we approach the
half way mark in our goal of
$1,000.00. If you haven't yet
joined the fundraiser please
consider doing so. All proceeds

..go to CWPT and Buffington
Island. The time to save the
remaining battlefields is now,
please do your part. Remember,
there are'a number of worthwhile
prizes to be won. Tickets are
$10.00 apiece.

I'm looking forward to
another strong year for the
roundtable; we have an
outstanding lineup of speakers
and an enthusiastic membership.

. I hope to see everyone in
January, if you know of anyone
with an interest in the Civil War

era why don't you bring them
along with you?

Your Obedient Servant,

Tim Maurice

Answer November
Puzzler

After failing to
follow instructions at the battle of
Franklin in November 1864, what
brigadier general requested
leave from duty "because of my
wife's health"?

George Day Wagner (b.
Ohio).

January Puzzler

What Confederate
general had on his staff a wire-
tap expert who sometimes
penetrated the Federal telegraph
network?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

No speaker for January.
It's our annual discussion.

Adjutant General's
Report

By
Rory McIntyre

November 12, 2008
Meeting

Esteemed roundtable
guest Ken Noe spoke on the
battle of Perryville at our
November meeting.

After the battle of Shiloh,
Confederate President Jefferson
Davis placed Braxton Bragg in
command of the Army of the
Mississippi He rebuilt the army
and, in an impressive feat of
logistics, moves them' down
through Alabama, across Mobile
Bay via ferry, then north to Atlanta
then to Chattanooga in an effort
to outflank Buell. Edmund Kirby
Smith abandoned that plan and,
hearing that Kentucky was ripe
for "liberation," moved in to that
state. When he realized he had
no support after crushing the
federals at the battle of Richmond
he called Bragg for help.

Bragg moved towards
Louisville but Buell left
Chattanooga and beat him there.
Bragg waited for Smith at
Bardstown. He then went to
Frankfort to install a Confederate
governor, leaving Polk in charge
of the army.
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Polk, knowing that Buell was in
his way fell back towards
Danville.

Kentucky in the fall of
1862 was in the midst of a severe
drought. When Sheridan reached
Doctor's Creek northwest of town
he knew that the rebel army was
nearby; the Chaplin River
presented Polk with an excellent
water supply. The men were so
severely dehydrated, though, that
on' that morning of October 8,
1862, Sheridan sent a brigade out
to fetch water from the creek.
The fighting on the southern end
of the field was over by 10 am.
Sheridan informed Buell that a
battle was in progress but, due to
a phenomenon called an
"acoustic shadow," little of the
sound of battle reached Buell at
the Dorsey House and he
dismissed Sheridan's claims.

Meanwhile, Bragg had
returned from Frankfort. He
reviewed Polk's defenses and
saw that his right was in the air
and that McCook was coming up.
He extended this right flank
thinking now that he could take
the union left which was reported
to be in the air as well, only to
learn that McCook had sent
Generals Jackson and Terrill to
the Open Knob along with
Parson's Battery.

Brigadier General Maney
came up against these forces but
pushed them back down the west

. side of the Knob into the
cornfield, only to find
Starkwether's battery on the next
hill. The Reb's moved through
the cornfield and up the hill,
eventually pushing the union
troops back across another valley
to a stone wall. The Confederate
forces attacked again and again
but the union line held.

While all this was taking
place, Brigadier General
Donelson was attacking the union
lines just to the south, consisting
of Harris' and Lytle's brigades.

As was the case with Maney,
Donelson pushed them back to
the Dixville Crossroads but could
go no further, the men had been
fighting for hours while parched
for water, and the sun was going
down. The fighting ended at
about 5:30 pm.

Bragg realizing he was
outnumbered (2 of Buell's 3
Corps had been lightly engaged,
if at all, in the fighting), fell back to
Danville and eventually back to
Tennessee. He had lost 3,000
men and the union 1st Corps had
lost 3.200 a full 25% of their
strength.

As many of you know, I
find this battle to be of interest
more than most, even the most
famed and storied battles (sorry,
Gettysburg fans). I was very
happy that I got to meet Ken for a
second time and hear his
presentation. I would also
recommend to each and every
one in the roundtable that a trip to
see the field is well worth the
time. It's only about 3.5 hours
away and the ground is in pristine
shape. One cannot get a real
feeling for this battle simply using
maps -in this case. I believe that
walking the field makes the battle
much more understandable and
the efforts of both armies even
more incredible.

I want to thank Dr. Noe
for this fine work (this book is top-
notch, buy it!) and an enjoyable
talk. To everyone, I hope you
had happy and safe holiday
season and I'll put pen to paper
again in January!

YOS
Rory McIntyre

Book Raffle

The November book
raffle raised $36.00.

As always thanks to
everyone for your support by

donating books or buying the
raffle tickets.

No December Newsletter

The editor would like to
apologize for not getting a
newsletter out for December. But
she had to go out of town for a
week at the last minute and
everything got behind.

New Book

Roundtable member Robert
Hatton has just had a book
published. The title is "William
James Smith: Memoirs of the 2nd

Ohio Volunteer Cavalry
Company M."

Mr. Hatton will have
copies of his book at the January
meeting. The cost will be $12.00
he would prefer cash if possible.
He will also be available to sign
each copy sold.

Gettysburg Trip

Fellow Battlefield
Trampers, I hope you had a
Happy Holidays. For those of
you who have indicated to .me
that you plan to go on the
Gettysburg trip in April (24-27). I
need a confirmation of that by a
$100 deposit (which will be
refunded if you can't go). The
balance will be due no later than
the April meeting (8th

). If you
could have your deposit to me by
the January meeting it would be
greatly appreciated. I have
reserved some rooms but I need
to know who's going to make
sure we have the proper number
of rooms. Gettysburg in the
spring is a hard place to get a
room so the sooner we get the
rooms reserved the better off we
are.
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On past trips some of you have
requested single rooms and I
need to know that as well. If you
have any questions, please let
me know.

Pete Zuhars (614) 296-9060.

New Nonfiction Civil War
Books

"Tried by War:
Abraham Lincoln as
Commander-in-Chief." Written
by James M. McPherson,
Published by Penguin Press.

This book is about the
election of 1860 and what made
Lincoln a better choice to
become the Commander in
Chief.

"Men of Fire: Grant,
Forrest and the CampaignThat
Decided the Civil War." Written
by Jack Hurst. Published by
Basic Books.

Mr. Hurst writes about
Grant's strengths and
shortcomings largely written
within the context of battles
fought along the Tennessee-
Kentucky border at Forts Henry
and Donelson during the winter
of 1862.

Nathan Bedford Forrest
helped command the
Confederate troops during the
protracted high-mortality battles.
His performance catapulted him
to the top ranks of the
'Confederate generals that
procured him a place of fame in
the vast literature following the
Civil War..

"The H.L. Hunley: The
Secret Hope of the
Confederacy." Written by Tom
Chaffin, Published by Hill and
Wang.

The author explains who
conceived the submarine, how
they got it built during cash-
starved war time and why it

proved effective against the
enemy, however briefly.

From The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Civil War Preservation
Trust News

The CWPT has closed
on two crucial Virginia "Summer
of 1864" Civil War battlefield
tracts, a 14-acre tract at the
epicenter of The Battle of
Ream's Station and a crucial 1-
acre parcel at The Battle of
Trevilian Station which contains
an original house that served as
General George Custer's
headquarters during the battle.

The purchase price for
the Ream's station tract was
$150,000. A federal trans-
portation enhancement (TE)
grant was received by the CWPT
for this acreage. With this grant
the CWPT needs to raise
$30,000.

For the $74,000
purchase price for the 1 acre at
Trevilian the CWPT has applied
for a $25,000 grant from the
special Virginia Civil War Sites
Historic Preservation Fund, but
CWPT still needs to raise
$49,000.

A contract to purchase
the 209 acre Huntsberry Farm at
the Third Winchester Battlefield
has been signed. This purchase
was partnered with the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefield
Foundation. This acquisition will
give a 575-acre contiguous block
of protected battlefield land. The
purchase price was $3.35
million. The amount of $600,000
still needs to be raised by May 1,
2009. Grants are currently being
pursued to. complete the
purchase price. But help is still
needed from the Civil War
community. For more
information you can contact
Thomas W. Robinson, Program
Coordinator for Development,

The Shenandoah Valley
Battlefields Foundation, and P.O.
Box 897, Market, VA 22844;
www.ShenandoahAtWar.org or
trobinson@svbf.net; Phone: 540-
740-+47545 (ext 204), Fax: 540-
740-4509.

CWPT E-Appeals. You can sign
up to receive the battlefield
appeals via e-mail instead of the
traditional mail. This will save on
postage and printing costs. This
could save the CWPT thousands
of dollars that could be spent on
preserving battlefield land. Most
of the roundtable members are
members of the CWPT and you
should have received a form to
sign and return. If you think this
is a good idea please return the
form with your e-mail
information.

Civil WarEducation
Association

Below is listed an upcoming
event:

• 17th Annual Sarasota
Civil War Symposium.
January 21-24 with
William C. Davis, Edwin
C. Bearss, Mark L.
Bradley, Harold Holzer,
Robert K. Krick, William
De Marigny Hyland, Dale
K. Phillips, James L.
Robertson, Charles P.
Roland and Craig L.
Symonds. Wednesday
7:00 pm - Saturday
12:00 pm. The cost is
$395 which includes 2
receptions and 2
lunches. You can attend
all or any part.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861.

http://www.ShenandoahAtWar.org
mailto:trobinson@svbf.net;
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 7:30 p.m. -
The annual roundtable discussion. The topic
will be the "Who was the most influential
personality, be it good or bad, military or civilian
in the Civil War." The meeting will be held at
the Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2009schedule:

February 11 - Professor Joan Cashin -First
Lady of the Confederacy.

March 11 - Bryan Bush - "Butcher" Burbridge

April 8 - Jeff Wert - TBA

May 13 - TBA

June 10 - Joe Reinhart - Bullets, Bayonets &
Beer

July 8 - Sam Elliott - Missionary Ridge
Dates are sub.iect to chanl!e
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