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The War
Corres ondent

General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

I'd like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself to
the members of the roundtable
that I haven't met yet.

I've been a member of
the COCWRT for about a year
and a half now. This is my first
experience with a roundtable and
I'm finding it very interesting and
rewarding. My interest in the Civil
War and history in general goes
as far back as I can remember.

When my friends at Ohio
State were going to Florida on
spring break I was throwing a tent
in my car and touring the eastern
battlefields. They all thought I
was crazy. Now they wish they
would have gone with me in-
stead!

I'm married with two
children ages 12 and 9. I live in
Westerville and am a firefighter
for the city of Columbus. I have a
degree in Criminology from Ohio
State and was two classes short
of a history degree when I grad-
uated. My dream job would have
been to be a ranger at any of the
battlefield parks.

I'd like to thank my
predecessor Brian Hall for all his
hard work with the roundtable. I
have big shoes to fill. I'd also like
to acknowledge our outgoing
Historian General Pete Zuhars.
Thanks Pete for everything you
do for us. Welcome also to Mike
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Peters our incoming Historian
General. I know Mike already
has some great speakers lined up
for us.

I urge all of our members
to consider Ken Ramsey's
generous matching offer for any
donations made to CWPT in
support of the "Slaughter Pen
Farm" property purchase at the
Fredericksburg Battlefield. Any
questions contact Ken or me.

In closing I'm looking
forward to a great year. Any and
all suggestions on how we can
make it even better are always
welcome.

See you at the July
meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Tim Maurice

Answer to June
Puzzler

Who led 2,000 men of
the California Column in a sweep
through Arizona, New Mexico,
and part of Texas?

Colonel (later Brigadier
General) James Henry
Carleton (b Maine)

July Puzzler

When did the telegram
announcing the Federal victory
at Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July
4, 1863, actually reach Washing-
ton?
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New Officers
for 2006-2008

At the June meeting the
following members were voted in
as the Officers and War Council
members for 2006-2008:

General-in-Chief - Tim Maurice
Inspector General - Patty Barker
Adjutant General - Roy Mclntrye
Historian General - Mike Peters
Chief of Signal Corps - Patty
Barker
War Council Commander - Brian
Hall
War Council:
Robert Hatton
Wendy Peters
Jack Erwin
William Barr

Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the
July 12th meeting will be Robert
Stout his topic will be: Galloping
Thunder: The Stuart Horse
Artillery Battalion.
Mr. Trout was born and raised in
Lebanon, Pennsylvania. He is a
graduate of Millersville State
College (now Millersville
University) where he received a
degree in education. He taught
fourth and fifth graders in the
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Eastern Lebanon County School
District for thirty-three years
before retiring in 2002. He is
married and has two children.

Mr. Trout has been
interested in the Civil War since
he was in the seventh grade, but
says his serious studying began
about 1980 with a desire to be-
come involved in the living
history aspect of what is more
commonly referred to as "re_
enacting." However, he did not
wan to do reenacting in the
sense of participating in "recreat-
ing- battles. Rather, being a
teacher, he wanted to try in
some way to educate the public
about the war in a more personal
way than that allowed with the
reenacting format.

He first selected a per-
sonage from the war, Major
General J.E. B. Stuart, who he
admired, and after two years of
research had one of his uniforms
duplicated. He then began to
assemble a living history unit
based on the portrayal of Stuart
and his staff.

Mr. Trout's first book
7hey Followed the Plume" was
published by Stackpole Books in
1993, was an outgrowth of his
living history unit. After discover-
ing there was very little written
about Stuart's staff he spent the
next seven years researching
and riting the book.

He has since written the
following books: Riding with
Stuart: Reminiscences of an
Aide-de-Camp by Theodore S.
Gamett; Pen and Saber: The
Letters and Diaries of J.E. B.
Stuarts Staff Officers; In the
Saddle with Stuart: The Story of
Frank Smith Robertson of Jeb
Stuarts Staff; Galloping Thunder:
The Stuart Horse Artillery
Battalion; The Hoss: Officer
Biographies and Rosters of the
Stuart Horse Artillery Battalion;
and finally two children's books
one titled "Drumbeat," the story
of a drummer boy during the war.

Mr. Trout is currently
working on a book of
reminiscences written by the
men of the Stuart Horse Artillery
Battalion; is gathering material
for a campaign history of cavalry
operations in the Eastern
Theater following the Gettysburg
campaign up until the end of
1863 and he has begun a third
children's book.

Mr. Trout will be bringing
some of his books to sell.

Adjutant Genera/'s
Report

June 14, 2006 Meeting
By

Patty Barker

Esteemed guest Jim
Lewis spoke at our June meeting
on William Rosecrans (Old
Rosey's) debut at The Battle of
Stones River.

William Rosecrans went
to West Point where he gradu-
ated 5th in his 1842 class.

When war breaks out he
will have successes in western
Virginia against Robert E. Lee in
1861. The following year will see
successes at luka and Corinth.

He will then take over
what becomes the Army of the
Cumberland on October 27,
1862. He believes in logistics,
logistics, logistics. Rosecrans
will reorganize the cavalry into
larger units; he creates chiefs of
artillery at brigade level; and
creates two specialty units the
Pioneer Brigade, which are to be
used for engineering purposes
and the Regular Brigade, which
will be similar to the Iron Brigade.
He believes in winning the hearts
and minds of his men and a spirit
of teamwork. To do this he
makes sure that all 43,000
(approximate) of his men will
have seen him or talked to him at
least once prior to Stones River.

Rosecrans is under polit-
ical pressure to advance and

have engagements, otherwise
there could be election problems
for the Republicans. He will
seek an opportunity and Braxton
Bragg gives it to him against
Morgan in Kentucky and Forrest
who is attacking Grant's supply
line. He has limited objectives
one by moving forward and
having victories; two to camp in
middle Tennessee and wait until
spring. He will then receive a
telegram from Henry Halleck
simply stating use it or lose it.

The stakes are control of
Middle Tennessee, to get contin-
ued civilian support for the war,
keep foreign intervention from
happening, and Lincoln needs a
victory to go along with the roll
out of the Emancipation Procla-
mation. Which then changes the
purpose of the war to the freeing
of the slaves and the greater
good of the country. Rosecrans
is also to go after and control
Chattanooga and the Confed-
erate industrial heartland.

On the evening of
December 30, Rosecrans tells
Alexander McCook to use his
best judgment to reinforce the
right flank. McCook then passes
this on the Richard Johnson. At
this point Rosecrans is keeping
his plans close to the vest and
doesn't share or communicate to
his commanders. He is seeking
a victory by an indirect assault by
going behind the Confederates,
but he will fail to anchor his right.

The Confederate attack
begins around 6 am. Johnson's
line will fall apart, but Sheridan
will hold the center.

Between 9 am and 10
am Rosecrans cancels his attack
plans to have Crittenden cross
Stones River to hold the Nash-
ville Pike. He will issue orders to
support the right and tells
Sheridan to hold as long as
possible. Rosecrans begins
building a new line of defense by
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bringing up battery after battery
of guns to support the infantry.
There will be deadly back and
forth fighting trying to protect the
Pike, which is the Union supply
line. The Confederates make
numerous uncoordinated
attacks. At 12 they will make a
coordinated attack against the
Salient. In the afternoon the
Union will make a massed
artillery attack on the field. At
this time Rosecrans is found
riding up and down the whole
line.

On January 1, there is
no fighting, but Rosecrans
decides to stay and fight. There
will be a truce so both sides can
recover the wounded and re-
supply. At this time Rosecrans
will make adjustments, fortify and
have his men dig in and create a
reserve. He then sends a divi-
sion across the river.

On January 2, there are
57 cannons along the riverbank
under Major Mendenhall, which
will produce a murderous fire
against the advancing Confed-
erate forces under Breckinridge
who has ordered a textbook
bayonet charge, which will cause
three Union lines to break.

In the aftermath of this
battle it is considered (barely) a
tactical victory due to team
building. The Confederate will
lose control of middle
Tennessee; the Union news-
papers make it sound like a huge
victory that has political
repercussions. Fortress Rose-
crans a 200-acre earthen fort
that will be used as a forward
supply base is constructed by
freed slaves, which sets up some
of the first Colored Troops. Both
Lincoln and Rosecrans fail to see
the importance of the battle.

Thanks to Jim Lewis for
the informative presentation.

Donations

Roundtable member Ken
Ramsey will match up to $1,000
donations made to the Civil War
Preservation Trust from the
roundtable to purchase the
"Slaughter Pen" farm at
Fredericksburg.

It is estimated by Frank
O'Reilly that 5,000 to 9,000
casualties on the southern end of
the field fell on this land. This
land is just north of the Meade
breakthrough and is where the
most vicious back and forth
fighting of the battle took place.
The dead of both sides were
mixed together in "heaps." Lee
upon observing this field after the
fighting uttered the famous "It is
well that war is so terrible, or we
should grow to fond of it." It is
considered to be one of the two
most important remaining unpro-
tected tracts of land in the entire
Eastern Theatre.

Ken hopes that people
will recognize the importance of
this land and help him raise
some of the cost of protecting it.

He will insure that all
monies donated will be acknow-
ledged by letter from the CWPT,
which will be valid for tax
purposes. He will detail any
cash contributions specifically by
name so that the CWPT can
properly record the donation.

This offer has been
extended through to the July
meeting.

Ken also encourages
anybody interested to read the
chapters "A Terrible Slaughter In
Our Ranks" and "Getting Hill Out
O'Trouble" in Frank O'Reilly's
book - The Fredericksburg
Campaign. This will make
evident the importance of the
land.

Condolences

It is once again my sad
duty to inform you that we have
lost another member.

W. Richard Moling
passed away on June 15 at the
age of 83. He had been a
roundtable member since 2001.

His very good friend and
fellow roundtable member Judith
Bennett said he was not a Civil
War fan, but always enjoyed
coming to meetings with her and
hearing the speakers.

The last meeting he
attended was in May.

Richard was a former
Whitehall police officer and
Safety Director. He was in the
USMC and was a veteran of
World War II and the Korean
War.

2 sons, 4 grandsons and
several great-grandchildren
survive him.

Our condolences go out
to his family and his very special
friend Judith Bennett.

Dues

It is that time of year to
renew your membership in the
Central Ohio Civil War Round-
table.

Individual - 25.00
Family - 35.00
Student - 15.00

Please make checks
payable to the: Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable. They can be
brought to the meetings or
mailed to: Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, P.O. Box 471, Lewis
Center, OH 43035-0471.

If you have' paid your
dues since January 2006 you are
paid for the year.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, July 12, 2006 - The speaker will
be Robert Trout' on Stuart's Horse Artillery.
The meeting will held at the Westerville
Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway,
Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

August 9, 2006 - Mark Grimsley, How to read a
Civil War battlefield.
September 13, 2006 - James Gillum, Spring
Hill
October 11, 2006 - Jim Epperson, Five Forks
November 8, 2006 - TBA
December - no meeting
Dates are subject to chanl!e
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