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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello everyone,
elsewhere in this issue, you will
find a list of the members of our
roundtable who have been
elected to the leadership
positions in the roundtable. I
thank them for their commitment
to the cause. Also, I'd be remiss
if I didn't thank those outgoing
members for their fine work and
dedication.

Do you have a friend or
acquaintance that has an interest
in the CivilWar era? If so, please
bring them with you to a meeting.
Membership is the lifebloodof our
organization.

I often find that there is a
misunderstanding about what a
roundtable actually is or what it
does. Many folks actually think
that we are more like a discussion
group that actually sits at tables
and discusses the war with each
other and that each member is
expected to contribute to the
discussion. This misplaced
perception causes some people
to be reluctant to attend a
meeting because they feel that
they will be put on the spot or
have to prove their Civil War
knowledge to the rest of the
membership. As we all know
nothing could be farther from the
truth about how the roundtable

operates. I often describe the
roundtable to those I think might
have an interest as more like
lecture series where the main
event is a talk given by an invited
speaker who is a recognized
authorized on the subject that
they are presenting. Free and
open participation in a discussion
about the subject at hand is
encouraged but certainly not
required of any member. So if
you think you know someone with
an interest be sure they
understand what the roundtable
is all about and encourage them
to join us at a future meeting.

Speaking of future
meetin~s I hope you'll join us on
July 9 as we welcome Eric
Jacobson to the roundtable. Eric
will be speaking on the battles in
and round the Franklin,
Tennessee area.

There have also been
some encouraging developments
on the preservation front in that
area which I'll share at the
meeting.

I look forward to seeing
everyone in July and remember if
you have yet to pay your 2008
dues please bring them with you
or send them by mail to the PO
Box listed on the last page of this
newsletter.

Your Obedient Servant,

Tim Maurice

Answer to June Puzzler

Who is generally
credited with having won the first
engagement of the war?

Gen. Daniel H Hill, CSA
(Big Bethel, VA, June 1,1861)

July Puzzler

What prisoners at Castle
Pinckney in Charleston wore,
blue trousers and jackets, red
flannel shirts, and red fez caps?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

Our speaker for the July
9, 2008, meeting will be Eric
Jacobson. The topic will be:
"Battles at Spring Hill and
Franklin."

Eric Jacobson is the
military historian at historic
Carnton Plantation in Franklin,
Tennessee.

He has been studying
the Civil War for nearly 25 years.

He has authored: For
Cause and for Country: A
Study of the Affair at Spring
Hill and the Battle of Franklin,
as well as The McGavock
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Confederate Cemetery, this is a
study of the graveyard adjacent
to Franklin's Carnton Plantation.

Eric lives in Spring Hill
with his wife and two children.

Adjutant General's
Report, June 11, 2008

Meeting

Esteemed roundtable
guest Alan Gaff spoke at our
June meeting on the Iron Brigade
at the Brawner Farm.

When John Gibbon
inherited Rufus King's I Corps
brigade consisting of the 2nd

, 6th
,

7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana
regiments, it was a raggedy
conglomeration, unused to
military discipline, and as likely to
shoot themselves as rebels. As a
result of Gibbon's tough
discipline, the men came to hate
him, including the new uniforms
he forced them to wear. These
new uniforms included the black
hat, which would soon become
their signature and badge of
honor.

On the evening of the
battle of Second Manassas,
Gibbon's brigade went east on
the Centerville Tumpike. They
engaged Stonewall Jackson's
troops when Battery B, 1st US
opened up on a knoll in Jackson's
line north of the turnpike. The 2nd

Wisconsin moved north, driving
the rebel troops from a stream
bed and continued towards the
Brawner Farmhouse.

Gibbon sent skirmishers
to the flanks, the 19th Indiana to
the left and the 6th Wisconsin to
the right, leaving the 2nd and 7th

Wisconsin in the center.
Jackson's troops hit the 19th

Indiana but the Indiana boys
drove them off. When Taliaferro
reinforced Jackson's line, the ]'h

came up and they, with the 2nd

caught the Georgians in a
crossfire.

There was a ga~
between the ]'h and 6 h

Wisconsin, into which Gen. Abner
.Doubleday sent Pennsylvania
and New York troops to shore up
the line. Fierce fighting continued
on the left until well after dark;
each line could determine the
location and distance of the other
using the light from their muzzles
as a guide.

As the fighting dies down,
the chain of command was
broken but it mattered little right
then; no movement in the dark
was possible. The brigade
moved back to the turnpike at
about midnight, but the Wisconsin
boys still held the high ground;
Jackson's attempts to turn their
flanks were thrown back. Finally,
with Jackson in charge of the field
but the fighting brought them
together and turned them into a
deadly fighting unit. They did not
eam the moniker "Iron Brigade"
until South Mountain, but they
eamed the right to be called it that
day.

The losses on both sides
were high. The Stonewall
Brigade had 40% casualties with
some Georgia units reporting up
to 90% losses. On the Federal
side, 5 of the 6 colonels in the
brigade were counted as
casualties, along with 5,000
troops; some regiments lost up to
80%. The troops credited Gibbon
for his leadership, understanding
that is was he who had made
their stand possible.

The roundtable thanks
Mr. Gaff for his explanation of
how a bunch of raggedy
volunteers became one of the
toughest units in the entire history
of the Army of the Potomac.

Raffle

The June raffle raised
$66.00.

As always thanks to
everyone for your support by

doriating books or buying the
raffle tickets.

New Members

Please welcome new
members:

Doug Fitchett
Dan Mciver

Dues

It is once again that time
of the year to renew your
membership.

Single - $25
Family - $35
Students - $15

If you have paid your
dues anytime in 2008 you will not
need to pay again.

You can bring your dues
to the meetings or mail them to:
The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, PO Box 471, Lewis
Center, OH 43035-0471

Election Results

Below is the list of the
Roundtable Officers for the next
2 years:

General-in-Chief

Tim Maurice

Inspector General

Pete Zuhars

Adjutant General

Rory Mcintyre

Historian General

Mike Peters

Chief of Signal Corps

Patty Barker



War Council Members:

Commander

Brian Hall

Members

Ed Chapdelaine
Sheryl Taylor
Lowell Fauver
Wendy Peters

Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed some of
the upcoming tours:

• Gettysburg: The
Attacks Upon and
Defenses of Cemetery
Ridge: A Walking Tour
July 19-20, 2008 with
Gary Kross and Zachery
A. Fry. Saturday 8:45 am
- Sunday 12:00 pm.
The cost is $195.00,
which includes Saturday
lunch.

• The Civil War in
Western Virginia, 1861-
From Cheat Mountain
to Allegheny Summit:
A Field Tour.
July 24-26, 2008 with
Gary Ecelbarger and
Hunter Lesser. Thursday
8:00 pm - Saturday 5:00
pm. The cost is
$325.00, which includes
2 lunches.

• Stonewall Jackson's
Great Train Robbery: A
Field Tour of Point of
Rocks, Harpers Ferry,
Martinsburg, Winchester,
Strasburg and "up the
Valley" to Staunton.
August 9-10, 2008 with
Arthur Candenquist.
Saturday 8:30 am -

Sunday 3:30 pm. The
cost is $295.00, which
includes 2 lunches and
Saturday dinner.

• Antietam: The
Bloodiest Single Day -
A Walking Tour.
September 5-6, 2008
with Robert K. Krick.
Friday 8:30 am
Saturday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• Antietam and
Gettysburg - A Walking
Tour of Two
Battlefields.
The tour will focus on
Union and Confederate
leaders who fought at
both.
September 13-14, 2008
with Robert L. Baker.
Saturday 8:45 am -
Sunday 4:00 pm. The
cost is $295.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861
or bye-mail
cwea@earthlink.net

Hoofbeats in the
Heartland

A Symposium in
conjunction with an exhibit at the
Tennessee State Museum on
Civil War cavalry operations in
Tennessee will be held on
Saturday, July 26, 2008.

The program runs from
8:30 am through 4:30 pm. The
speakers and topics are as
follows:

Myers Brown - Curator
of History and Extension
Services, Tennessee State

Museum on the "Life and times
of Fightin' Joe Wheeler."

David Fraley - Interim
Director, Carter House on
"Forrest versus Wilson: Cavalry
In the 1864 Tennessee
Campaign."

Steve McDaniel
President, Tennessee Civil
Preservation Association and
State Parks Representative on
"Parkers Crossroads."

Greg Biggs - President,
Clarksville Civil War Roundtable
and Civil War historian on
"Turning the Tide: Union Cavalry
at the Battle of Shelbyville.

Jim Lewis Park
Ranger, Stones River National
Military Park on "Cavalry
Operations Before and During
the Stones River Campaign."

Advance tickets are $35
by July 10, after July 10 they will
be $40.

A family style lunch will
be provided by The Catfish
House.

For $10 more, on
Sunday afternoon, July 27, Greg
Biggs and Charlie Foust will lead
"Forrest on the River" an
exclusive tour in Palmyra, TN on
private property.

The symposium is to
benefit the Friends of Fort
Defiance and Tennessee Civil
War Trails Program.

For more information,
please contact Krista Castillo,
Customs House Museum at 931-
648-5780 or at
Krista@customhousemuseum.org

Fairfield Heritage
Association

The Fairfield Heritage
Association and the William
Tecumseh Sherman Roundtable
are organizing a trip to
Springfield, Illinois, October 1-3,
2008.

Check the Fairfield
Heritage Association website for
more information.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, July 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. - The
speaker will be Eric Jacobson. The topic will
be the "Battles at Spring Hill and Franklin."
The meeting will be held at the Westerville
Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway,
Westerville,OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2008 schedule:

August 13 - Fred Ray - Sharpshooter
Battalions of the Army of Northern Virginia

September 10 - Russ Bonds - Andrews
Raiders

October 8 - Paul Taylor - TBA

November 12 - Ken Noe - Perryville

December - NO MEETING
Dates are subiect to chanee
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