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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello everyone, first off a
big thank you to everyone who
made our preservation raffle a
success. We were able to raise a
total of $1,920.00. This breaks
down in the following way:
members contributed $1,230.00
in cash and $50.00 worth of
aluminum cans. This was then
processed through the Cardinal
Health gift matching program
which added an additional
$640.00 to our total contribution,
giving us our $1,920.00total. This
amount has been forwarded to
the Civil War PreservationTrust.

Congratulationsgo out to
the following winners of the grand
prizes. The Grand prize of the
tour package was Bill Barr. Tom
Peet was the lucky winner of the

. Fredericksburg Slaughter Pen
print. Third through fifth place
winners of a selection of books
were: Patty Barker, Lora Cahill
and Doug'Rankin.

I'd be remiss if I didn't
thank the following folks for their
help with the raffle: Ken Ramsey
for providing the books and
working with the Civil War
Education Association in
obtaining such a great selection
of tours to offer our membership
as our grand prize. Thanks also
to the Civil War Education

Association for their generous
help with the raffle. Thanks also
to Ed Chapdelaine for keeping
and redeeming the aluminum
cans and Jamie Ryan for
providing the print. Thanks to all
of you who participatedand made
this a success,

It's something to be
proud of!

I look forward to seeing
everyone at the June meeting.

Tim Maurice

Bill Barr and Ken Ramsey

Answer May Puzzler

Where did the first
significant military action by
Union forces take place, on May
24, 1861?

Alexandria, VA.

June Puzzler

In 1862, when Henry
Halleck, U.S.A., identified "the
chief depot of rebels in the west,"
where was it?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

The speaker for the June
10, 2009 meeting will be Joseph
R. Reinhart. The topic will be
Bullets, Bayonets & Beer.

Joe Reinhart is a native
of Louisville and a member of
both the Louisville Civil War
Round Table and the Manasota
Civil War Round Table (Fla.).

He earned his B.A.
degree at Bellarmine College
and his M.B.A. degree from
Indiana University.

A retired CPA, Joe has
devoted the past sixteen years to
researching and writing about
the Civil War in the West. He is
the author of a History of the (fh

Kentucky Volunteer Infantry US:
The Boys Who Feared No Noise,
and the translator and editor of
three works: August Willich's
Gallant Dutchman: Civil War
Letters from the 32nd Indiana
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Infantry; Two Germans in the
Civil War: The Diary of John
Daeuble and the Letters of. ~Gottfried Rentschler, 6
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, and
forthcoming: A German Hurrah!
Civil War Letters of Friedrich
Bertsch and Wilhelm Stun gel, 9th

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He has
also had several articles
published.

The 3~d Indiana
Infantry

The 32nd Indiana Infantry
was the sole German regiment
fielded by Indiana, and one of
only about 30 German regiments
in the entire Union army.
Organized and initially let by
Colonel August Willich, a former
career officer in the Prussian
army and leader in the German
Revolution of 1848, the 32nd

proved to be one of the Union's
most successful ethnic regiments
in terms of both military
achievements and gaining
positive recognition for German-
American participation in the
conflict.

The sacrifice of its
members in battles such as
Shiloh, Chickamauga,
Missionary Ridge and Pickett's
Mill was extraordinary; 171 of its
officers and men lost their lives
due to combat. This is the fourth
highest number of battle deaths
in the Hoosier State's 170 plus
regiments.

Joe will cover the history
of the 32nd and also reveal what
made this remarkable combat
unit different from Anglo-
American regiments. His
collection of sixty published
letters authored by various
members of the 32nd reflect
these individuals' strong sense of
ethnic German identity,
distinctive cultural traits and
preferences, ethnic pride, group
solidarity, and feelings of

superiority over Anglo-Americans
and other ethnic groups.

Adjutant General's
Report By Sheryl Taylor

May 13, 2009 Meeting

Last month we welcomed
back to Ohio native Wayne Motts,
who spoke to us about
Gettysburg's Schmucker Hall. He
is the executive director of the
Adams County Historical Society,
which calls Schmucker Hall
home. With animated gestures
and facial expressions, Mr. Motts
brought to life the history of one of
the most recognizable buildings
from the Civil War.

In the late 1820's the
Lutheran Church needed a place
to establish its first seminary, and
Dr. Samuel Simon Schmucker,
who was also an abolitionist,
became the founding president of
the Lutheran Theological
Seminary. The seminary bought
land on Oak Ridge, now known
as Seminary Ridge, on which it
began building the school in
1831. After it was completed in
1832, its first residents were two
professors and twenty-three
students who live, ate and studied
in the building, "Old Dorm," as the
four-story brick Schmucker Hall
was known then, cost $8,700 to
build.

Schmucker Hall achieved
its Civil War recognition for two
reasons: its cupola which was
first used by Brig. Gen. John
Buford as a signal station on July
1, 1863. It was the tallest building
in Gettysburg in 1863, so when
Buford wanted to see the lay of
the land it made sense for him to

, sl L Asend staff officer 1 t. aron
Jerome to the cupola to have a
look around.

Shortly after the first
day's fighting began, Schmucker
Hall became a field hospital - the
largest during the battle - used by
Federals and Confederates alike.

Until the last man left in
September 1863, 600-700
wounded soldiers were cared for
by 21 Union and Confederate
surgeons. Included in the list of
wounded were Maj. Gen. Isaac
Trimble, Lt. Col. George
McFarland, and Lt. Henry Kyd
Douglas. Accounts from patients
and from people who worked in
the hospital detailed how horrific
the conditions were. Men were
laid side by side on the floors,
and soldiers looking for a place to
rest were often forced to crawl up
the four flights of stairs to fine
one. Basements on both ends of
the building had dirt floors that
turned to mud from the heavy rain
that fell after the battle. The more
than 100 wounded lying there
were in danger of being trapped
because of rising floodwaters and
the too-slippery floors.

After Union troops
retreated to Cemetery Ridge, the
Confederates who then occupied
Schmucker Hall worried the
building would become a perfect
target for the enemy's guns. To
let them know the building was a
hospital, they hung a red petticoat
on the cupola.

In spite of the petticoat,
the building was damaged during
the battle. Those repairs plus
other throughout the years have
changed the building somewhat,
but today the rooms are still as
they would have been during the
Civil War. In 1895 the federal
government built a road behind
Schmucker Hall that cuts through
the middle of the college campus.
For the fiftieth anniversary of the
Battle of Gettysburg, a peace
portico was attached to the
building. On August 18, 1938, a
lightning bolt hit the cupola and
completely burned it. However,
Because the cupola had a metal
floor, the building was saved from
being burned as well. Today's
cupola was rebuilt to the exact
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specification's of the original.
Schmucker Hall was

used as a dormitory for the
seminary until 1952. After being
abandoned for several years, the
community voted to tear it down.
But the Adams County Historical
Society worked out an arrange-
ment to lease it for $1 per year
and absorb all costs for capital
improvements. In 1961 the
society moved in. Thirteen years
later, "Old Dorm" was added to
the National Register of Historic
Places. Two years later, it was
officially renamed Samuel Simon
Schmucker Hall.

The historical society is
working toward rehabilitation of
Schmucker Hall so it can house
an interactive museum. Each

.floor in this "Voices of History"
museum will tell a different story,
including the fighting that
occurred on the first day of the
battle outside the front of the
building, how the building was
used as a field hospital, how
religion was integral to all aspects
of the Civil War, and the used of
the building as part of the
Underground Railroad. Mr. Motts
animatedly encouraged us all to
contribute to the project and
made an excellent case for doing
so!

Wayne Motts

Book Raffle

. The May raffle raised
$47.00.

As always thanks to
everyone for your support by

donating books or buying the
raffle tickets.

Annual Trip

See the picture of the
group on the Culp's Hill tour.

Buffington Island
Donation

The roundtable has
donated $500 toward the
preservation of Buffington Island.

Dues

If you have not done so
it is time to renew your member-
ship:

Family - $35.00
Single - $25.00
Student - $15.00

You can send a check to: The
Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable at PO Box 471,
Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471 or
you can bring it to the meeting.

Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed upcoming
events:

• The Atlanta Campaign:
A Field and Walking
Tour
June 18-20, with Gary
Ecelbarger and Scott
Patchan, Thursday 8:00
pm - Saturday 5:00 pm.

The cost is $325 which
includes Friday and
Saturday lunches.

• The Struggle for
Sickles Line: A
Walking Tour
July 18-19 with Gary
Kross and Zachery A
Fry, Saturday 8:45 am -
Sunday 12:00 pm. The
cost is $225 which
includes Saturday lunch.

• Abraham Lincoln:
Prelude to Greatness -
A Conference Tour
July 22-25 with Gary
Ecelbarger, Guy Fraker,
Daniel Stowell, Robert
Lenz and others TBA,
Wednesday 7:30 pm -
Saturday 5:30 pm. The
cost is $595 which
includes 3 lunches and
Friday dinner.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861.

CVBTand
Amazon. com

Log onto
cvbt.org and purchase
your Civil War books,
videos and other items!
If you make your
purchase on line
Amazon will donate 4%
to 15% of your total
purchase to
the Central Virginia
Battlefields Trust.

Just use the
Amazon link on the
CVBT home page, make
a purchase as you
normally would and
CVBT gets help to fund
their battlefield land and
preservation efforts.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, June 10, 2009, 7:30 p.m. - The
speaker will be Joe Reinhart. His topic will be
"Bullets, Bayonets & Beer". The meeting will be
held at the Westerville Electric Company, 139
E. Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2009 schedule:

July 8 - Sam Elliott - Missionary Ridge

August 12 - Meeting at the Mott's Museum with
Warren Motts

September 9 - Scott Patchan - Shenandoah
Valley

October 14 - John Fazio - Alabama vs.
Kearsage

November 11 - Eric Wittenberg - Retreat from
Gettysburg

December - No meeting
Dates are subject to chaDl!e
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