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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Spring is upon us! Well
not quite but I wanted to get
everybody's attention. I want to
tip my hat to all those who braved
the windy weather last month to
hear Joan Cashin speak about
Varina Davis.

The turnout was about 30
members and guests which I
think is very respectablegiven the
conditions.

For those of you planning
to go on the Gettysburg or
Buffington Island trips please look
elsewhere in this issue for the
latest information concerning
those trips.

Our preservation raffle is
entering it final two months; we
currently stand at $450.00 with
our goal being at least $1,000.00.

. .To those who bought tickets last
month, thank you. To those who
haven't yet participated please
consider doing so. Tickets are
$10.00 each. The Grand prize
winner and a guest will get to pick
from a list of tours offered by the
Civil War Education Association.
Odds of winning the grand prize
are indeed much better than
winning the Ohio lottery! So
please do your part and help with
this noble cause.

For those who read the
Civil War News be sure to check

out page 51 of the latest issue
where you'll see our ad under the
Roundtables"section. It came out
nice except they spelled by name
wrong! You wouldn't think "Tim"
would be that difficult.

I look forward to seeing
everyone on Wednesday March
11th

.

Your Obedient Servant,

Tim Maurice

Answer February Puzzler

What city was the scene
of purported plots to kill Lincoln
as he journeyed to his
inauguration?

Baltimore, Maryland

March Puzzler

What two Federal
warships were destroyed by the
CSS Virginia on her trial run on
March 8, 1862?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

The speaker for the
March 11, 2009 meeting will be

Bryan S. Bush. The topic will
be "Butcher" Burbridge.

Bryan Bush was born in
1966 in Louisville, Kentucky and
has been a native of that city
ever since. He graduated with
honors from Murray State
University with a degree in
History and Psychology.

Bryan has always had a
passion for history, especially the
Civil War. He has been a
member of many different Civil
War historical preservation
societies, has consulted for
movie companies and other
authors, coordinated with other
museums on displays of various
museum articles and artifacts,
and has performed as an extra in
Civil War films.

He has written for
magazines (e.g., Kentucky Civil
War Journal, North South
Trader's Civil War Magazine and
Back Home In Kentucky. Bryan
has given lectures and
participated in symposiums, and
worked for many different
historical sites. Bryan has
always fought hard to maintain
and preserve Civil War history in
the Western Theatre.

In 1998 he published his
first work: The Civil War Battles
of the Western Theatre, which
was given good reviews by North
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Continued on page 3

thanks to
support by
buying the

raffleThe February
raised $22.

As always
everyone for your
donating books or
raffle tickets.

The Cincinnati Civil War
Roundtable is sponsoring a bus
trip to Chickamauga Battlefield,
Lookout Mountain, and other
Civil War sites in the
Chattanooga area.

Jim Ogden, the Chief
Historian of the Chickamauga
National Military Park, will serve
as their guide.

The bus will depart form
Cincinnati on Friday, May 1st

Cincinnati Civil War
Roundtable Trip

in the city that she even had
letters smuggled to her Northern
friends during the war. As
Professor Cashin suggested,
other than her earlier days in
Washington, Varina Davis was
probably happiest in the years
that followed her husband's
death. At last she could live
openly as her true self. She
could finally live where she
wanted and be friends with whom
she wanted and didn't have to put
up with her husband's phil-
andering anymore. It seems
likely to me that she would have
been quite content if she could
have grown old surrounded by
her children. She had six children
somewhat late in life, and all but
one died before her own death in
1906.

In my opinion Professor
Cashin's lecture was well
organized, easy to follow, and
quite thought provoking.

Rory, you missed a good

Book Raffle

where she had lots of friends.
She thrived in the hustle and
bustle, of city life and found a
career writing articles for Joseph
Pulitzer.

Unlike many Southerners
who survived the war, she didn't
agree with all of her husband's
views- not about the war in
general or about the humanity of
slaves in particular. She believed
in reconciliation between the
North and South, which further
ostracized her from her fellow
Southerners. Even on the eve of
the war, she stated that she knew
the South would lose. With such
independent views, it is safe to
say she had a challenging role to
playas Jefferson Davis' wife.

As I listened to Professor
Cashin's talk, I began to feel sorry
for Varina Davis. Like so many
women of her time, she seems to
have been trapped by her
marriage, a marriage that more or
less determined the path of her
life. Soon after they were
married, she discovered that
Jefferson Davis ran his household
like a dictatorship and was
verbally abusive. He wanted a
"traditional" marriage in which he
gave the orders and she followed
them. Varina Davis, on the other
hand, wanted a marriage
between equally partners. About
three years into the marriage, she
knew all her fighting against her
husband was useless and
adopted a "this is my fate"
attitude. To make her situation
worse, she was not well suited to
be in the public eye because she
had a difficult time keeping her
opinions to herself, a
characteristic that caused more
friction within her household-and
with the Richmond press.

Varina Davis said the
best years of her life were before
the war when her husband's
political career was on the rise
and took the couple to
Washington. Mrs. Davis so
valued the friendships she made

On February 11, 2009,
OSU Professor Joan Cashin
introduced us to the First Lady of
the Conf~deracy,Varina Davis.

Did you know Mrs. Davis
and Julia Grant became good
friends after the war? They
actually had more in common
than I would have expected.

After her husband died,
Varina Davis moved to New York
City, in spite of Richmond's offer
of a free house to live in. She
liked living in big cities, especially
Washington and New York,

Adjutant General's
ReporlBy

Sheryl Taylor
February 13, 2009

Meeting

& South Magazine and Kentucky
Monthly, said Bryan S. Bush
"has with his first book created a
needed addition to any serious
Civil War library." The book
remains one of Turner
Publishing's better sellers
regarding Kentucky history.

In subsequent years,
Bryan has published 5 additional
works: Terry's Texas Rangers
(2002), My Dear Mollie (2003),
Lloyd Tilghman (2006), Butcher
Burbridge (2008), Lincoln and
the Speeds (2008) and Louisville
and the Civil War (2008); and
contributed several articles to
Kentucky's Civil War 1861-1865
(2005). Bryan has been a Civil
War re~enactor off and on since
1994, portraying an artillerist.

For five years Bryan was
on the Board of Directors and
curator for the Civil War Museum
of the Western theatre in
Bardstown, Kentucky. Bryan
was also co-chairman for the
Battle of Corydon in 2001, 2003,
and 2005.

In December 2005 Mr.
Bush completed his Master's
Thesis at the University of
Louisville.

-y



Below is listed an upcoming
event:

Transylvania; Dr. Brenda Ayres -
Reconciliation ion Civil War
Movies: The Colt, Shenandoah,
Mosby's Marauder, Little
Colonel, Little Rebel, Johnny
Shiloh; Kevin Hershberger - Lion
Gate Films - Filming the Civil
War Documentary; Kenny
Rowlette - Civil War Films of the
Centennial Celebration (1961-
1965); Dr. Brian Wills
Screening History: Hollywood's
Depiction of the American Civil
War.

In addition there will be
numerous exhibits of Civil War
artifacts and memorabilia for the
public, vendors of Civil War
items, and a special exhibit of
Civil War movie posters.

The seminar will be held
at the Kirkley Hotel on Friday,
March 27, 2009, and the
Saturday, March 28, 2009,
session will be held in DeMoss
Hall on the campus of Liberty
University, located in Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Reservations need to be
made by Wednesday, March 25,
2009. Admission is $65 (which
includes all of the seminar
sessions, the Friday night
banquet, and Saturday's
luncheon). Admission for Friday
only is $35; admission for
Saturday only is $40.

Special lodging rates at
the Kirkley Hotel of Lynchburg
are available for those who will
be attending the seminar. For
pricing call 434-237-6333.

For more information on
the seminar, call 434-592-4366
or email klburdeaux@liberty.edu

Civil War Education
Association

And will return to Cincinnati on
Sunday, May 3rd

.

The cost is $100 per
person, which could be adjusted
$20 in either direction depending
on attendance. The $100
includes the cost of beverages
and snacks which will be
available on the bus. Each
person is responsible for making
their own hotel reservations at
the Hampton Inn. The Hampton
Inn has agreed to a special rate
of'$72 per night.

Please contact Dan
Bauer Secretary of the Cincinnati
Roundtable by March 15th if you
are interested. His e-mail
address is
Dan Bauer@CINFIN.com for
more information.

Liberty University Civil
War Seminar

On March 27-28, 2009,
the Liberty University will present
its 13th annual Civil War
Seminar.

This year's program is
entitled The Reel Civil War: The
Civil War in the Cinema.

Featured speakers
include: Bruce Chadwick - The
Reel Civil War: Myth Making in
American Film - A Dramatic
homage to Gone With The Wind;
Ron Maxwell - producer/Director
of Gettysburg and Gods and
Generals; CBN Anchorman Lee

.. Webb - Walking a Minefield:
Reporting the Civil War Today;
David Sachsman - Memory and
Myth" the Civil War in Fiction and
Film; Ken Elston - Raising the
Ghost: Composing Engaging
Theatre from the Story of John
S. Mosby; Mel Reid - Glory,
Twenty years after the fact;
Katharine Lane Antolini
Scarlett O'Hara as he
Confederate woman; Paul
Ashdown - from Cold Mountain
to the Carpathians: Filming a
Civil War Odyssey in

• Stonewall
Valley: A
Walking
Lexington

Jackson's
Field &

tour of
and the

Battles of Harrison-
burg, Cross Keys, and
Port Republic.
April 3 - 5 with Robert K.
Krick, Thursday 8:00 pm
- Saturday 4:30 pm.
The cost is $325 which
includes Friday and
Saturday lunches.

• Shiloh, luka and
Corinth: Critical
Campaigns for the
West: A Field &
Walking.
April 15 - 18 with
Charles P. Roland and
Ken Hansgen,
Wednesday 7:30 pm -
Saturday 4:00 pm. The
cost is $495 which
includes 3 lunches and
Friday dinner.

• DesperateStruggle for
Little Round Top: the
15th Alabama VS. the
20th Maine:A Walking.
May 9, with Gary Kross,
Saturday 8:45 am -
Monday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $150 which
includes lunch.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861.

Civil War Cavalry
Seminar

On March 2ih and 28th
,

a conference entitled: 'The
Cavalry: A Conference on
Mounted Warfare will be held at
Belle Meade Plantation in
Nashville.

For information contact
Jenny Lamb at Belle Meade
(615) 356-0501 or
interpretation@bellemeadeplanta
tion.com.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, March 11,2009,7:30 p.m. - The
speaker will be Bryan Bush. His topic will be
"Butcher" Burbridge. The meeting will be held
at the Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2009 schedule:

April 8 - Jeff Wert - Cavalryman of the Lost
Cause: A biography of J.E.B Stuart

May 13 - Wayne Motts - Gettysburg
"Schmuker Hall in Peace & War.

June 10 - Joe Reinhart - Bullets, Bayonets &
Beer

July 8 - Sam Elliott - Missionary Ridge

August 12 - Meeting at the Mott's Museum with
Warren Motts

September 9 - Scott Patchan - Shenandoah
Valley
Dates are sub.ied to chan2e
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