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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

Hello everyone, it was
good to see a nice crowd at last
months meeting. Fred Ray gave
an interesting and informative talk
about the Confederate sharp-
shooters of the Army of Northern
Virginia.

Thanks to Fred for mak-
ing the 400 mile drive to share his
knowledge with us.

Coming up this month we
have Russell Bonds of Atlanta,
Georgia. Russ will be sharing the
amazing story of the Andrews
Raiders with us. We will have
copies of his book, "Stealing the
General" for the members to
purchase. The cost will be
$30.00 cash or check, if you plan
to pay by check please make it
out to the Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable.

I look forward to seeing
everyone in September.

Your Obedient Servant,

Tim Maurice

Answer to August
Puzzler

What member of
Lincoln's cabinet was from west
of the Mississippi River?

The Attorney General,
Edward Bates of Missouri (b.
Virginia)

September Puzzler

Where is
Pigeon Mountain, occupied by
Confederate general Braxton
Bragg, September 9-10, 1863?

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

Our speaker for the
September 10, 2008, meeting
will be Russell Bonds. The
topic will be: "Stealing the
General."

Russell Bonds is a
lawyer in Atlanta and the author
of the recent book "Stealing the
General: The Great Locomotive
Chase and the First Medal of
Honor."

An Atlanta native, Russ
is an honor graduate of Georgia
Tech, where he studied
architecture, and the University
of Georgia School of Law, where
he was the Executive Articles

Editor of the Georgia Law
Review.

"Stealing the General"
was Russ's first book, and it has
been very well received.
The book received a coveted
"Starred Review" from
Publisher's Weekly and a rave
review from The Wall Street
Journal, which called it
"masterful . . . magnificent and
definitive." A selection of the
Book-of-the-Month-Club, the
History Book Club and the
Military Book Club, "Stealing the
General" was chosen as the
winner of the 2007 Richard
Barksdale Harwell Award for the
best Civil War book of the year.
"Stealing the General" is now in
its third printing in hardcover,
and Paramount Pictures has
optioned the film rights to the
book.

Russ has also published
several articles and reviews on
Civil War topics in national
publications, including
"Sherman's First March Through
Georgia, 1844," Civil War Times
(August 2007) and "Pawn Takes
Bishop: The Death of Lieutenant
General Leonidas Polk," Civil
War Times (May 2006).

Russ is now working on
a new book on the battles for
and the burning of Atlanta in
1864.

He lives in Marietta,
Georgia with his wife and three
daughters.



Adjutant General's
Report

by Rory McIntyre
August 13, 2008 Meeting

Esteemed roundtable
guest Fred Ray spoke at our
August meeting on Confederate
sharpshooters, the shock troops
of the Confederacy.

Much has been made of
the sharpshooters in the Union
army, but very little is known of
their counterpoints in the Army of
Northern Virginia. Every brigade
had a battalion of sharpshooters.
These were drawn from across
brigades but they were made to
prove their expert marksmanship.
In the end, all told, there were
about 7,000 trained marksmen in
the ANV.

General Lee allowed
complete autonomy in the
organization of the units. General
Rodes and Major Blackburn were
primarily responsible for the
creation of these units. They
were first used at South Mountain
and were very effective. By 1864,
Lee ordered the creation of a
sharpshooter battalion in every
brigade. Some were converted
from existing units, some were
separate units but most were
composite units. They operated
3,000-5,000 yards in front of the
main body of the army but were
unlike skirmish lines in that they
fought on open order, about 3-6
paces apart but, more
importantly, they loaded and fired
individually.

In the attack, they were
used as scouts and as infantry
units. They slowed enemy
advances and acted as flankers,
working 300-500 feet to either
side of the approaching force.
They also targeted officers and
artillery batteries. In defense,
they were out front and also took
out the enemy chain of command
whenever possible. They worked

also as flank guards and a
provost guard to "discourage
stragglers.

One of the biggest
advantages afforded by their
loose formation was the ability to
"seine haul." This consisted of
finding a weakness in a picket
line, moving through in column
then spreading out and surprising
the line from the rear to take them
out.

Their most common
weapon was the 3-band Enfield,
and they also used the 2-band
Enfield and the Whitworth, which
were the most accurate. Also
found in some units were English
Match Rifles, used in target
matches in the UK.

The Sharpshooters, long
under appreciated, were elite
flexible fighting infantry units.

We thank Mr. Ray for
informing us of another aspect of
the war that very few of us knew
about.

Raffle

The August raffle raised
$51.00.

As always thanks to
everyone for your support by
donating books or buying the
raffle tickets.

Aluminum Can Recycling

I received information
from roundtable member Ed
Chapdelaine that between
several of our other members
and from a carnival held in West
Lafayette he was able to send
$75.00 to the Civil War
Preservation Trust.

A letter was received
from Jim Lighthizer, President of
the CWPT stating that these
funds would go toward the
purchase of 173 acres of the
Bentonville Battlefield. He also
states that every dollar will be
turned into 7.72 through

matching grants from state and
federal sources.

Mr. Lighthizer also
wanted us to know that they
have nearly reached their goal of
$100,000.

If Ed is willing I'm sure
that we could start collecting
cans on a regular basis and
bring them to the meetings to
have them turned in by Ed. If
you do not want to do it this way
then save them up and turn them
in yourself and donate the funds
you receive to the CWPT.

Civil War Education
Association

Below are listed some of
the upcoming tours:

• Antietam and
Gettysburg. A Walking
Tour of Two
Battlefields.
The tour will focus on
Union and Confederate
leaders who fought at
both.
September 13-14, 2008
with Robert L. Baker.
Saturday 8:45 am -
Sunday 4:00 pm. The
cost is $295.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• Harpers Ferry,
Monocacy, Snickers
Gap and 2~
Kernstown:
Confederate High
Command in the
Shenandoah Valley in
1864 - A Field and
Walking Tour.
September 18-20, 2008
with Scott C. Patchan.
Thursday 8:00 pm -
Saturday 5:00 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.



• The Three Days of the
Battle of Gettysburg:
From McPherson's
Woods to Pickett's
Charge - A Walking
Tour.
September 26-28, 2008
with Robert L. Baker.
Friday 8:45 am
Sunday 3:30 pm. The
cost is $395.00, which
includes 3 lunches.

• The Atlanta Campaign:
- A Field and Walking
Tour of Cassville,
Allatoona Pass, Dallas,
New Hope, Pickett's Mill,
Kennesaw Mountain,
The River Line and the
Oakland Cemetery
October 9 -11, 2008 with
Tommy Barber and
Brandon Beck.
Thursday 7:30 pm -
Saturday 5:00 pm. The
cost is $325.00, which
includes 2 lunches.

• The Civil War in
Kentucky: A Field and
Walking Tour of
Perryville, Richmond,
Munfordville and
Frankfort.
October 15-18, 2008
with Charles P. Roland
and Christopher L.
Kolakowski. Wednesday
7:30 pm - Saturday 5:00
pm. The cost is $495.00,
which includes 3
lunches.

• The Heart of Jackson's
Valley Campaign: A
Field Tour.
October 18, 2008 with
Gary Ecelbarger.
Sunday 8:45 am - 4:30
pm. The cost is $150.00,
which includes lunch.

• Richmond, Then and
Now: A Field Tour and
Walking Tour of

Drewry's Bluff , Beaver
Dam Creek, Malvern Hill,
Chaffin's Bluff, Fort
Harrison, Fort Brady and
sections of old
Richmond.
October 24 - 26, 2008
with Robert E. L. Krick.
Friday 8:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm. The
cost is $245.00, which
includes Saturday lunch.

• Unseen Gettysburg,
Part II: A Tour and
Historical Review of
unexplained Phenomena
on the Gettysburg
Battlefield. October 31,
2008 with Gary Kross.
Friday 8:45 am - 4:30
pm. The cost is $150.00,
which includes lunch.

• Gettysburg Site
Seldom Seen, Part III,
A Field and Walking
Tour.
November 1, 2008 with
Gary Kross. Saturday
8:45 am - 4:30 pm. The
cost is $150.00, which
includes lunch.

• The Vicksburg
Campaign: A Field and
Walking Tour.
November 12-15, 2008
with Terence J. Winschel
and Dale K. Phillips.
Wednesday 8:00 pm -
Saturday 4:30 pm. The
cost is $495.00, which
includes 3 lunches and
Friday night dinner.

For more information
contact CWEA, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604
or call 1-800-298-1861
or bye-mail
cwea@earthlink.net

Fairfield Heritage
Association

The Fairfield Heritage
Association and the William
Tecumseh Sherman Roundtable
are organizing a trip to
Springfield, Illinois, October 1-3,
2008.

Check the Fairfield
Heritage Association website for
more information.

Annual Spring Trip

Fellow Battlefield
Trampers, our 2009 Roundtable
trip is set for Gettysburg. The
dates for next years' trip are April
24 thru April 27, 2009, and our
guide will be Charlie Fennell.

We will focus mainly on
the fighting on Culp's Hill and
Cemetery Hill and Charlie is the
authority on this part of the
battle. Besides his knowledge,
Charlie is an extremely nice guy
and his tours are always
entertaining. He wanted us to
know that this tour will involve a
lot of walking and since we are
from Ohio he will be pointing out
and discussing the Ohio troops
involved in the fighting.

Hotel rooms in
Gettysburg get booked up early
in the spring because of all the
class trips so if you are planning
on going let me know ASAP so I
can reserve our rooms.

The cost could be
slightly more than this year
because rooms are a little more
expensive and who knows where
gas prices will be next April.

If you have any
questions please let me know.
See you next week.

Pete Zuhars
(614) 296-9060

mailto:cwea@earthlink.net
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, Sep,tember 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m.-
The speaker will be Russell Bonds. The
topic will be the "Stealing the General." The
meeting will be held at the Westerville Electric
Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OH
43081.

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2008 schedule:

October 8 - Paul Taylor - Florida in the Civil
War

November 12 - Ken Noe - Perryville

December - NO MEETING
Dates are subiect to chanl!:e
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