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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Tim Maurice

I look forward to seeing
theveryone on Sept. 8 .

Tim Maurice

Welcome

Please welcome the following
new member:

Dues

Dues Paid

Jeffrey Hill

You can still renew your
membership if you haven't done
so:

$25.00

$35.00

$15.00Student:

Single:

Family:

The following people
have paid there dues for the 2010
thru 2011 year:

Don Moody
Rory Mcintyre
Keith Krinn

They can bemaile?to: The
Central Ohio CIvil War
Roundtable, PO Box 471, Lewis
Center OH 43035-0471 or you
can bri~g them to the meetings

CALENDAR OF COMING
EVENTS

Wednesday, September 8, 7:00
pm - The speaker Scott
Trostel, the topic will be "The
Lincoln Funeral Train." The
meeting will be held at the Ohi.o
Health Building, 300 Polaris
Parkway, Westerville, OH
43082.

December - no meeting

Future Meetings:

Tentative 2010 schedule:

October 13, 2010 - Howard
Strouse - Winfield Scott

November 10, 2010 - David
Fraley - Maney's Brigade at
Perryville

Dates are subiect to chanl!e

January 12, 2011 - discussion
month - TBA

February 9, 2011 - Darl
Stephenson - Blazer Scouts

Hello everyone,
Gettysburg, Second M~nassas,
Perryville, Brandy Station and
Bentonville, any of these
battlefields of interest to you? If
so now is an exciting time. All of
these places have been making
preservation headlines rec~ntly,
most of it good but some of It not
so much. We're lucky in that
within our roundtable we have
some folks who are very well
informed about these places.

Want to know more
about Second Manassas, get with
Jamie Ryan. Brandy Station, Eric
Wittenberg is your man.

These are exciting times
in the preservation movement
and our roundtable will stay
involved. There are also some
exciting times right here in
Columbus, Ohio, with the great
line up of speakers to finish out
our 2010 season, so please make
it a point to attend out meetings
as that is always the best way to
attract the quality of speakers
we're accustomed to.

One more thing, Ohio
State will be 1-0 when this is
published so it looks like a good
year in that respect too.



Answer to the August
Puzzler

Where did Brig. Gen.
Richard S. Ewell, C.S.A., lose a
leg to a minie ball?

Groveton, VA, August
28,1862.

September Puzzler

Where did the
September 1864 siege of Fort
Gibson take place?

Raffle

We collected an
additional $25 toward our
speaker's fund. I would like to
acknowledge not only the
members and guests who not
only buy the tickets but donate
books and the guest speakers
who have donated the books
they have written.

Cans

Ed Chapdelaine took the
cans that were donated by the
members over the past couple of
months to be recycled this
earned us an additional $22
toward the speakers fund.

Thanks to the members
who brought in their cans and
especially to Ed for taking the
time to take the cans to the
recycling site.

Historian General's
Report

By
Mike Peters

Our speaker for the
September 8, 2010, meeting will
be Scott Trostel. The topic will
be The Lincoln Funeral Train.

Mr. Trostel is the author
of 38 books. Most notably the
acclaimed: "The Lincoln
Funeral Train."

He has appeared on the
History Channel documentary:
"Stealing Lincoln's Body." He
worked both in front of and
behind the camera as a historical
advisor during the filming.

Beyond the History
Channel project, he consulted
with The Library of Congress on
their gestures to honor Lincoln in
the bicentennial year with a
display involving the Lincoln
Funeral Train.

Mr. Trostel has
undertaken the compilation of a
second book on Lincoln's rail
journeys with a book covering
the inaugural journey of the
President-elect in 1861. It
should be out in 2010.

A current project which
may already been released is the
story of the Lincoln Inaugural
Train of 1861, which made an
over night stop in Columbus.

Other books he has
written include several titles
about railroads in Western Ohio.
Mr. Trostel also writes about the
WW II home front with five books
about the trackside WWII
canteens and may have already
released a book titled "Their
Letters Home. "

He has dedicated a
number of Ohio Historical
markers around the state.

Mr. Trostel will be
bringing his % inch to foot scale
model of the Lincoln Funeral Car
UNITED STATES to the
meeting.

Books will also be
available.
For more information on The
Lincoln Funeral Train go to
www.lincolnfuneraltrain.com

Adjutant General's
Report

By
Sheryl Taylor

August 11, 2010

In 1861 men from
fourteen counties joined to form
the 26th Volunteer Infantry.

These men were some of the
first to enlist to fight for the U.S.
Army and some of the last to be
mustered out. During their years
of service, they walked three
thousand miles on foot, marched
through seven Confederate
states and fought in at least
fifteen well-known Civil War
battles.

Like many other
regiments, veterans of the 26th

planned to record their
experiences in a regimental
history but were unable to raise
the funds to do so. Fortunately
for them - and for us - Jeffrey
Hill, the ~reat-great grandson of
the 26 h,S Jesse Mason,
discovered this gap in the
historical record and was
inspired to fill it with his book"
"The 26th Ohio Veteran
Volunteer Infantry: The
Groundhog Regiment."

Jeffrey spoke at our
August meeting and detailed for
us the 26th,s bloodiest day,
September 19, 1863, a day they
lost 56 percent of their fighting
force in a 2.5 hours\ battle in an
area around the Viniard Field
near Chickamauga Creek,
Georgia.

The 26th OVI was part of
the XXI Corps of Rosecrans
Army of the Cumberland. As
Rosecrans pursued Bragg's
Confederate Army of Tennessee
toward and then out of
Chattanooga, so too, went the
26th

. But then Bragg stopped
retreating south, turned north,
and the 26th

, as part of Thomas
Wood's division under Thomas
Crittenden, commander of the
XXI, was soon positioned on the
Union's left flank near Lee and
Gordon's Mill.

The men of the 26th had
heard the battle growing louder
all day, and by around 3 p.m. on
the 19th were ordered to march
north, "where the battle seemed
to be raging with utmost fury,"
according to their commander Lt.
Col. William H. Young. When
they reached their new position,

http://www.lincolnfuneraltrain.com


Young ordered them to lay down
in lines, with fixed bayonets. As
the enemy approached, the
Ohioans fired, moved toward the
fence behind them, and fired
again. The Confederates
pushed the 26th back a sec?nd
and third time until they rallied,
reformed, and charged back to
where they started and then
chased the enemy into the
woods in front of their position.
Reinforcements joined both
sides and this back-and-forth
action took place three more
times before darkness ended it.
Neither side could claim the
advantage by the end of the day,
but the toll it. th

The next day hit the 26
as well. They were moved into
reserve position for the night, but
again, they heard the fighting
grow louder throughout the
morning, and were soon called
up to move forward to Brotherton
Field. Their orders were to close
up on Reynolds and support him,
but to do that would mean
leaving a gap in the Union line.
To this day controversy and
criticism surround this order, but
the result of the command
decision remains unchanged.
Confederate Lt. Gen. James
Longstreet, who had reinforced
the Army of the Tennessee
during the night, swept in with a
"battering ram" of troops and
forced the Federals to retreat
and scatter, effectively handing
the Union one of their worst
defeats.

Colonel Young collected
as many of his men as he could,
and those who weren't captured,
made their way to Rossville and
then back to Chattanooga with
the rest of the Army of the
Cumberland.

And in case you were
thwondering, the men of the 26

OVI called themselves the
"Groundhog Regiment" because
they were proud of the way they
dig holes fast and frequently with
any type of implement.

Confederate POW Camp

In Savannah, Georgia, a
preserved for nearly 150 years
Confederate prison camp was
found. It was found by a 36-year
old graduate student at Georg~a
Southern University, Kevin
Chapman, who set out to find
Camp Lawton for his master's
thesis project in archaeology.

The State Department of
Natural Resources allowed
Chapman a chance to search the
Magnolia Springs State Park
outside Millen, 50 miles south of
Augusta, for evidence of the 15-
foot pine posts that formed
Camp Lawton's stockade walls.

He was able to pinpoint
the site and was also able to
unearth rare artifacts from a
prison camp known as little more
than a historical footnote on the
path of Gen. William T.
Sherman's march to the sea.

The search started in
December 2009. By February,
Chapman, his professor and
about a dozen students had dug
up stains in the dirt left ~y ro~ing
wood and forming a straight line,
remnants of the stockade wall.

About Y.J-mile away, on
adjacent land owned by. the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife ServIce, who
allowed Chapman and his team
to use metal detectors to find
anything they could. They found
a Civil War era penny, a
tourniquet buckle stamped with
the name of a New York
company that manufactured
surgical equipment in the 1860's.
A clay pipe that bore the name of
its maker in Glasgow, Scotland.
Along with other coins and a
German game token.

Camp Lawton
imprisoned more than 1O,O~O
Union troops after it opened In
October 1864 to replace
Andersonville. It spread over 42
acres - about Y.Jmiles on each
side which was nearly twice the
size' of Andersonville. Camp
Lawton barely lasted 6 weeks

before Sherman's army arrived
in November and burned it.

For more information go to msnbc.com

Newcomer House

The Newcomer House at
the Antietam National Battlefield

thwill open on September 14 as a
visitor Center for the Heart of the
Civil War Heritage and the
Hagerstown-Washington County
Convention and Visitor Bureau.

The Newcomer House
will have a main visitor center
and three exhibit rooms.

Under a co-operative
agreement the Nation~1 Park
Service (NPS) Will be
responsible for house an.d
ground maintenance. They Will
provide the exterior signage and
will help staff the visitor center
with volunteers.

The Heart of the Civil
War Heritage Area recently
received a $24,000 Maryland
Heritage Authority grant to match
$24,000 obtained earlier thro.ugh
the National Park ServIces
Challenge Cost Share Program.
The money will be used for
exhibit design and fabrication,
furnishings and grand opening
festivities.

The Hagerstown-
Washington County Convention
and Visitors Bureau are acting as
the projects financial entity
coordinating procurement and
purchasing.

The farmhouse and 2.5
acres were purchased from a
private in-holder by the NPS in
2007.

The house is adjacent to
a stature of Gen. Robert E. Lee
and also near the Pry House.

For more information go to
www.heartofthecivilwar.org or
http://hallowedground.org

From the Civil War News
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