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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

I would like to once again
thank everyone who made it to
the March meeting to hear Tim
Smith's presentation on
Champion Hill

If you do not want to miss
the newsletter or miss any of our
informative speakers in the
upcoming year it is time to pay
your membership dues for the
2005-2006 membership year. As
many of you know April is the
month that starts the new
membership year. If you paid
your dues in December 2004 or
anytime in January, February, or
March 2005 you are paid for the
2005-2006 membership year.
After all it is the dues that lets us
bring in the great speakers that
we have each month and helps to
keep our standards high.

Unfortunately, I will be
. unable to make the April 13
meeting due to a prior commit-
ment. Our speaker for the
evening will be long time member
and friend of the roundtable Eric
Wittenberg.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the May meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

April 2005

Answer to March
Puzzler

What two senators once
accused General McClellan of
plotting treason?

Benjamin F. Wade and
Zachariah Chandler

April Puzzler

What was the first
Federal warship to blockade a
Southern port?

Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the April
13th meeting will be Eric
Wittenberg his topic will be:
Monroe's Crossroad. This is a
prelude to the May trip .

Eric is a graduate of
Dickinson College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, and also the
University of Pittsburgh School of
Law. He was admitted to
practice before the Ohio bar in
1987, as well as the United
States District Courts for the
Northern (1989) and Southern
(198) Districts of Ohio and the
United State Court of Appeals for
the Sixth Circuit (1990).

Eric is also a prize-
winning Civil War historian. He
is the author of numerous books
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and more than a dozen articles
that have appeared in national
magazines on the Civil War.

Some of Eric's books are
: Gettysburg's Forgotten Cavalry
Actions; "We Have It Damn Hard
Out Here": The Civil War Letters
of Sgt. Thomas W. Smith, Sixth
Pennsylvania Cavalry; Glory
Enough for All: Sheridan's
Second Raid and the Battle of
Trevilian Station; and Little Phil:
A Reassessment of the Civil War
Leadership of Gen. Philip H.
Sheridan.

Eric is a member of our
roundtable and the past held the
position of Historian General.

Adjutant General's
Report

March 8, 2005
Meeting

By
Rory Mcintyre

Timothy.B. Smith, author
of the new book Champion Hill:
Decisive Battle for Vicksburg,
s~oke at our meeting of March
8 ,2005.

Mr. Smith believes that
the Vicksburg Campaign decided
the war in favor of the Union and
that Champion Hill was the most
important battle of that cam-
paign. In battles in general,
several factors determine the
outcome: terrain, numbers of
troops, the quality of those
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troops and leadership. Since, in
Mr. Smith's estimation, the first
three of those factors were either
a draw or favored the Confed-
erates, leadership was the factor
that led to the Union victory on
that field.

First, he examined the
Union leadership. As the
commander of the Army of the
Tennessee, U.S. Grant needed
to work well with both his
superiors and subordinates. As
for his superiors, Halleck and
Banks, Grant distanced himself
enough to be insulated from their
potential interference. Sherman
and McPherson, his subordi-
nates, trusted him enough to
cooperate smoothly. He also
understands his situation well.
He knows his men are well-
rested on May 15th

, has good
intelligence about the local roads
and assigned cover appropriate-
ly, and knows the amount of men
he has. Indeed, his whole army,
except for two divisions left in
Jackson, is up and ready to fight.

Mr. Smith contrasted this
with the Confederate Army of
Vicksburg, led by John C.
Pemberton. His superiors,
Joseph Johnston, who was still
in the theatre, and Jefferson
Davis, were both pressuring him
for results; however the orders
that came from the two men
were contradictory, Johnston
telling Pemberton to save the
army and Davis telling him to
save Vicksburg. His luck was no
better with his subordinates, with
William Loring even disobeying
orders from Pemberton.
Further, fie didn't fully grasp his
s,ituation and his men were tired.

So, with Grant pursuing,
his choices were to return to
Vicksburg, per Davis's order, join
Johnston or attempt to cut
Grant's supply line, which he
determined to do. The Army of
Vicksburg marched all night on
May 15th/16th and were very tired
when the battle began.

In summary, Mr. Smith
stated that the difference in win-
ning and losing the battle of
Champion Hill, Vicksburg and
therefore the entire war lay in the
leadership abilities of two men:
Ulysses S. Grant and John C.
Pemberton. Grant won the day,
as he was confident in himself,
had the confidence of his men,
was well-informed and indepen-
dent. Pemberton, lacking all of
those qualities, went down in
defeat which, in turn, led
ultimately to the surrenders at
Appomattox and Raleigh.

All of the roundtable
members thank Tim for his
excellent talk.

Your Obedient Servant,
Rory Mel ntyre

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the
following new members:

Robert Turrell
David & Joyce Isler
Mary Harris

North Carolina Trip

May 14-15, 2005 - Tar
Heel Muster.

Just a reminder for those
of you who are going on this trip
the balance of $55 is due to Teej
Smith no later than April 11.
After that date no money can be
returned for ANY REASON since
the budget is based on the
number of people attending. Any
funds leftover, and there won't
be that much will be donated to
the respective preservation
groups for Bentonville and
Averasboro battlefields.

Please make your check
out to Tonia Smith. On the
memo write CWDG Muster and
mail it to:

Teej Smith
155 Woodland Dr.
Pinehurst, NC 28374

Membership Dues

It's that time of year
again membership dues are due.

Individual 25.00
Family 35.00
Student 15.00

Checks can be mailed
to:

The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable
PO Box 471
Lewis Center, OH
43035-0471

Or you can bring them to
the meeting.

North Carolina Civil War
Trails

On April 2, seven historic
markers in North Carolina's Civil
War Trails program were
officially unveiled. The
ceremony was .held at Arsenal
Park at the Museum of the Cape
Fear Historic Complex in
Fayetteville.

The unveiling included
speakers highlighting the local
and statewide initiative for this
project, a ribbon cutting, recep-
tion and a driving tour of the six
sites in Fayetteville.

Eight markers of the
Trail are located in Cumberland
County. The tour, ties together
the history of Fayetteville's in-
volvement in the Civil War from
secession to Sherman's arrival.
The trails extend into Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, Virginia,
West Virginia and North
Carolina, demonstrating how
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Fayetteville's story fits into the
I?rger story.

In North Carolina,
dozens of interpretive signs
highlight Sherman's course of
action from southern North
Carolina through Fayetteville,
Averasboro, and Bentonville to
the Confederate surrender in
Durham. The trail follows the
roads soldiers used during the
campaign. Other Civil War trail
themes in the program include
coastal campaigns, prisons,
ironclads, factories, fortifications
and families caught in the path of
the war. Nearly 100 Civil War
Trail interpretive signs were
installed in North Carolina in
March 2005.

Story found on the internet

Graffiti House

The Graffiti House in
Brandy Station, which was used
as a field hospital during the Civil
War, is eligible for placement on
the Commonwealth of Virginia
and Federal historic registers.

On December 1 the
Virginia state review board
considered a nomination based
on the house's potential to yield
historic information.

Confederate and Union
soldiers used charcoal from the
fireplace to draw pictures and
sign their names on the ceilings
and walls on the second floor of
the house. The house is
believed to contain the most
extensive, concentrated and
legible quantity of Civil War
graffiti to be discovered in recent
decades.

Members of the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable who
went on one of our April trips
several years ago were able to
visit the house to see the
pictures and signatures. It is
quite impressive.

From The Civil War News

Ohio Civil War Show

Mark your calendars the
28th annual Ohio Civil War
Collector's Show and the 13th

annual Artillery Show will be held
on May 7 and May 8 at the
Richland County Fairgrounds,
Mansfield.

The hours are Saturday
9-5, Sunday 9-3. There will be a
30-gun artillery show, two 6-
horse hitches, and a 6-gun
battery firing.

There is a $5 admission
charge for anyone over the age
of 12.

Portions of the proceeds
will go to the Johnson's Island
Confederate Prison Preservation
Society, Friends of the National
Park at Gettysburg, the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine
and the Civil War Preservation
Trust.

For additional informa-
tion contact Don Williams at
(419) 289-3120.

From the Civil War News

Ohio Musical Drama

On May 12-15 the
outdoor historical musical drama
"The Rebels Are Coming!" will
make its world premiere in
Glendale.

This is a dramatization of
Confederate General John Hunt
Morgan's raid on Glendale in
July 1863.

The play starts at 8 pm
each evening. The tickets are
$20 adults, $10 for children age
12 and under.

This is a Sesquicen-
tennial event.

For more information
contact Steve Sawyer at
ssawyer_1913@fuse.net; ticket
information at (513) 772-4893; or
www.glendate150.com

From the Civil War News

Trail Signs for Perryville

The Danville-Boyle
County Convention and Visitors
Bureau has awarded $12,000
from the Southern and Eastern
Kentucky Tourism Development
Association (SEkTDA) to further
develop interpretive signage at
the Perryville Battlefield State
Historic Site.

The funding will be used
to purchase six to eight signs to
further interpret the existing
walking trail at the battlefield.
This will extend the trail to nearly
40 interpretive signs and should
be in place by June 2005.

From The Civil War News

Edward Maynard
(1813-1891)

Due to Edward May-
nard's inability to pursue a mili-
tary career-he was forced by ill
health to drop out of West Point
in his first year-did not prevent
him from keeping up his interest
in military matters.

He studied dentistry,
settled in Washington, D.C., and
became one of the premier re-
searchers in the field.

He first theorized on the
existence of dental fevers as
early as 1836. But at the same
time he tinkered with weapons,
developing the Maynard Tape
Primer, which was a safe method
for automatically feeding caps
into breech-loading firearms. He
later designed his own breech-
loading carbine, 'which was high-
ly popular in both military and
sporting fields. He also develop-
ed a system for the conversion of
old style muzzleloaders into
more modern breech-loaders.
For his work in dentistry and
weaponry he received here in
the U.S., Russia, Prussia, and
Sweden.
From Who Was Who In the Union

mailto:ssawyer_1913@fuse.net;
http://www.glendate150.com
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, April 13, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker will
be Eric Wittenberg-Monroe's Crossroads. The
meeting will be held at the Westerville Electric
Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OH
43081.

Future Meetings:

May 11 - James Morgan, Balls Bluff
June 8 - Dr. Leslie Gordon, George Pickett
July 13- TBA
August 10 - Greg Biggs, "The Crack of Doom: The
Collapse of Confederate Dept. NO.2"

Dates are subject to change
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