
General-in-Chief's Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would like to thank the
21 members who were able to
attend the March 13th meeting
and heard Noel Fisher speak on
the guerilla fighting in Eastern
Tennessee. See the Adjutant
General's report for more detail
on the presentation.

I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone
who has been attending the
meeting's, we have gone from an
average of 10 members per
meeting to an average of 20
members per meeting.

We have had some
volunteers to run for office in
June, however, we still need 3
people to be on the War Council.
Please see one of the Officers to
let them know if you are
interested in being on the War
Council.

Ihope to see all of you at
the April 10 meeting. Our
speaker for the evening will be
Tom Clemens on Antietam.

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave La"ick

Our speaker for the April
10th meeting will be Tom Clemens.

Mr. Clemens has a SA
and an MA in history from
Salisbury State University, and will
receive his DA from George
Mason University next month. His

Union. The Governor of
Tennessee wanted to follow South
Carolina and recommended a
convention to vote on the issue. At
that time Tennessee voted against
secession.

Following the attack on Ft.
Sumter in April 1861, Tennessee
declared independence from the
Union. However, while the rest of
the state voted overwhelmingly in
favor of secession, eastern
Tennessee voted to remain with the
Union. This guaranteed future
trouble for this region .:

The Unionists believed that
remaining in the Union was
essential to maintaining their way
of life. They feared that they would
become the outcasts of the
Confederacy. The Unionists
believed that it would be the slave
owners who would make or
influence the policies of the
Confederacy. In addition, other
southern states had land-holding
requirements that would have made
the people of eastern Tennessee
second-class citizens.

The Unionists and
Secessionists had fundamentally
opposed goals, ideals and values.
As a result, the violence started
soon after the final vote in early
June 1861.

The Unionists organized
quickly, taking radical steps to
remain with the Union. Every
county organized a home guard,
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dissertation topic was the
Maryland Campaign of 1862 and
he worked with Dr. Joseph Harsh
who has written three award-
winning books on Lee's Strategy
in the Maryland Campaign.

Mr. Clemens teaches at
Hagerstown Community College
and works as a tour guide at
Antietam in the summer. He also
was a co-founder of Save Historic
Antietam Foundation, Inc. with
Dennis Frye, and has served as
President since 1989.

Adjutant General's Report
March 13 Meeting

By
Mary Chester

Noel Fisher spoke about
the type of fighting which occurred
in eastern Tennessee during the
four years of the Civil War. This
was a different type of war, a
personal war where small groups
tried to control their territory.

The individuals living in this
area of Tennessee were just that,
individuals. As owners of small
farms, not dependent on slavery,
they were not tied to the rest of the
southern states. Their loyalties
were divided. In fact, with the
exception of West Virginia, the
number of Unionists in the south
was strongest in eastern
Tennessee.

Secession became an
issue after South Carolina left the
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Adjutant General's Report continued

and began training men and stockpiling weapons. They
initiated contact with the Union Army and the federal
government.

William Carter met with Lincoln and McClellan
to request that they send troops into eastern
Tennessee. Mr. Lincoln then authorized a daring plan,
over the objections of his Generals. Carter was to
organize saboteurs to bum 9 railroad bridges. This
would severely hinder the movement of Southern
troops, and allow the Union to march in and hold the
area.

Carter came amazingly close to achieving the
goal. He organized 9 groups of saboteurs, with plans to
move at the same time on the same night. In addition,
Carter managed to keep the entire operation a secret.

On the night of November 8, Unionists attacked
the 9 bridges. Although four were to well guarded, the
remaining bridges were burned. The Southern
government panicked because they thought the Union
Army was attacking.

Unfortunately for the Unionists, the Union Army
had cancelled the operation on November 7, as it was
deemed to risky. There was no way to warn them of this
change in plans, as they waited in their camps for the
arrival of the northern troops. As a result, the
Confederate Army moved in and swept them up by the
thousands.

Most of the men were held in jail for two to eight
weeks. The leaders were sent to the military prison in
Alabama until the end of the war. This quieted things
down for a period of time.

With time, the Unionists became more
committed and bitter. Violence escalated, resulting in a
personaf, brutal, partisan war. When the Confederate-
troops pulled out in early 1862, the Unionists
reorganized the home guard. Twelve Confederate
supporters were shot without warning. Twenty homes
were also burned. The local leaders who supported the
CSA were removed and replaced by Unionists.
Roadblocks were established to provide safety and
isolation. -

The Confederate commander sent 100 troops
into the two effected counties. They encountered the
roadblocks and were continuously shot at. The Army
finally reached the county seat of Scott County, where
they made arrests and burned some homes. They soon
left however, the Unionists moved back into their
previous positions.

This period was marked by incidents including
thefts and beatings. The Unionists then killed two CSA
officers home on leave.
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In September 1864, secessionists in
Johnson City went on a rampage and killed
approximately 20 Unionists and burned some
homes.

The war was made up on hundreds of
such incidents. It was a war of intimidation and
terror. The residents of eastern Tennessee,
whether Confederate or Unionist, took the
initiative. They felt that they had a right to control
their on fate.

Eastern Tennessee was a major
embarrassment for the CSA. The Unionists were
only intimated in the immediate presence of the
southern troops. Every attempt to control this
area failed. By 1863 the Confederacy had given
up on eastern Tennessee, declaring it enemy
territory. They then tried to drain the area of
fighting men through the draft.

In 1863 the Federals took control of the
area and used the Unionists as proxy troops. The
regular army was needed elsewhere so the
Unionists were used to keep the population under
control. The other Federal policy was zero
tolerance for the secessionists. All were required
to take a loyalty oath. If they refused, they were
exiled, or could not hold an office, own a business
or be a lawyer.

As Noel Fisher said, the war in eastern
Tennessee was a scale model of the entire Civil
War.

April Trip

For those of you who are gOing on the
April trip to Antietam and haven't paid the full
amount your balance is due at the April 101h
meeting.

If you have any questions please
contact Patty Barker at (614) 985-3353.

Answer to March Puzzler

March 3, 1863, seven months after
enlisted men were eligible.

April Puzzler

The loss of what CSA installation with
resulting recriminations, triggered two duels by
Confederate officers?



Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, April 16th: Morgan's Raid, Ohio
Civil War Trail Commission.

Lora Cahill, a member of the Ohio Civil War
Trail Commission, will be discussing the route that
Morgan's forces took through Ohio and the
Commission's efforts to get it properly marked.

The meetings are held at the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main at 7:30 p.m. If you
have any questions please contact Ed McCaul at
(740) 522-5091 or e-mail him at mccauI.1@osu.edu

Ohio Civil War and Artillery Show

May 4-5 - 25th anniversary Ohio Civil War
Collectors Show and 10th annual Artillery Show. At
the Richland County Fairgrounds, Mansfield.

Hours are Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3.
Admission is $5 for anyone over the age of

12.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit the

Johnson's Island Confederate Prison Preservation
Society, Friends of the National Parks at Gettysburg,
Inc. and the National Museum of Civil War Medicine.

For additional information contact Don
Williams, 1083 Oak Hill Circle, Ashland, OH 44805,
(419) 289-3120.

New Post Office Box

The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable has a
new post office box:

P. O. Box 471
Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471

Membership Dues

It is time to renew memberships. The dues
are:

$35 family
$25 single
$15 students

Make checks payable to The Central Ohio
Civil War Roundtable. These can be mailed to the
post office box or brought to the meetings.

If you have any questions please contact
Patty Barker at (614) 985-3353.

Fill In The Battles

Antietam
Appomattox
Brandy Station
Chantilly
Cold Harbor
Crater
First Bull Run
Front Royal
Nashville

New Hope Church
Pea Ridge
Red River
Resaca
Seven Pines
Shiloh
Valverde·
Yellow Tavem
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m. Tom Clemens -
Antietam. Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River
Road.

Future Meetings:

May8-TBA
June 12 - TBA


