
General-in-Chief's Report
By

Mike Van Huss

No report for April.

Adjutant General's Report
March 14, 2001 Meeting

By
Mary Chester

Bob Chambers, author of
God of War, presented his views
of one of the leading cavalry
figures of the Civil War.

Nathan Bedford Forrest
considered by both Generals Lee
and Sherman to be the greatest
soldier of the Civil War was born
July 13, 1821. While he never re-
ceived any formal education, his
mother taught him to read and
write. He had a natural gift with
words and was excellent at math.

As a slave trader and
plantation owner, the native of
Bedford, Tennessee, amassed a
fortune he estimated at
$1,500,000 prior to the secession
of the southern states. Although
he had been a strong Union man,
Forrest enlisted as a private in
Josiah H. White's cavalry when
Tennessee seceded in June
1861. By the wars end, he had
risen to the rank of Lieutenant
General. Twice Forrest raised a
mounted battalion at his own
expense.

With no formal military
training, in December 1861,
Forrest assumed the responsi-
bility of training his troops. In
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he had a number of disputes with
army commander Braxton Bragg.
Forrest was humiliated by being
placed under Joseph \Nheeler, a
man he had sworn he would
never serve under again. Bragg
actually took his army from him,
not once but twice. Forrest pre-
vailed and was given independent
command.

When Forrest captured
Fort Pillow, a largely black garri-
son, a massacre occurred, He
then defeated Samuel D. Sturgis
at Brice's Crossroads. He also
provided the cavalry force for
Hood's invasion of middle
Tennessee in the fall of 1864.

Financially destroyed by
the war, he tried to resume plant-
ing and later engaged in railroad-
ing.

Tennessee was the state
with the most difficulty rejoining
the Union. A state law ruled that
Confederate veterans could not
vote until 15 years after the war
had ended. This political turmoil
gave rise to the Ku Klux Klan,
which invited Forrest to become
its first GrandWizard. In 1869 he
attempted to disband the organi-
zation.

Nathan Bedford Forrest
died 12 years after the war. His
funeral was attended by 20,000
people. Truly one of the most
interesting individuals of the
American Civil War.

April 2001

battle, the S'T cavalryman fought
standing in his stirrups. With red
face, he fought savagely. Forrest
killed a total of 30 men in hand to
hand combat, and had 29 horses
shot out from under him.
Throughout the war, his strategy
was to "keep the skeer in em...•

After the Confederate
breakout at Fort Donelson failed,
Forrest led most of his own men,
as well as some other troops,
through the Union lines and then .
directed the rear guard during the
retreat from Nashville. After
ShilOh, his troops again formed
the rear guard on the retreat. The
following day, Forrest was
wounded.

Forrest's raids in Decem-
ber 1862 and January 1863 con-
tributed to the abandonment of
Grant's campaign in central
MiSSissippi. In the spring of 1863
he was instructed to capture the
Union raider Able Straight This
Forrest did after a four-day run-
ning battle. On June 14, 1863 a
subordinate named Andrew W.
Gould shot him. Forrest told that
his wounds were mortal, chased
after Gould shouting "no damn
man will kill me and live,· man-
aged to wound Gould with a
penknife. Gould died of his
wound, but Forrest retumed to the
saddle just 7 days later.

In addition to having diffi-
culty taking orders from anyone,
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Pamplin Park Earthworks

Visitors to the Pamplin Historical Park will
see 60 yards of reproduction field fortifications.

The fortifications are typical of those con-
structed by Robert E. Lee's Confederate army on that
part of its defensive line running through what is now
the Pamplin Historical Park. It was that portion of
Lee's line that was first overrun by U. S. Grant's Army
of the Potomac on the morning of April 2, 1865.

Park visitors are able to mount the firing step
at the backside of the works and stand behind the
parapet as a Civil War soldier did. There is also an
advance viewing area where visitors can inspect the
front of the works and obstructions.

An artillery redan crowns the left end of the
line.

From The Civil War News

Henry Delamar Clayton (1827-1889)

Born in Pulaski County, Georgia, March 7,
1827.

After graduation from Emory and Henry
College in Virginia, he read law in Eufaula, Alabama,
and afterwards opened an office in nearby Clayton.

He was a member of the Alabama
legislature, 1857-61.

Clayton was at first colonel of the 1at
Alabama Infantry, initially stationed at Pensacola, he
was relieved of command on January 18, 1862, upon
expiration of the regiment's original one-~ear term of
enlistment. He then recruited the 39 Alabama,
which he led in Bragg's Kentucky invasion, although
it was not present at Perryville, and at Murfreesboro.1
where he was severely wounded.

Returning to duty, he was promoted to
brigadier general to rank from April 22, 1863 and
commanded a brigade in the Tullahoma Campaign.
Again wounded at Chickamauga, he returned in time
to command the brigade in the Atlanta Campaign.

On July 7, 1864 he was promoted to the rank of
major general.

He then took charge of Alexander P.
Stewart's division when that officer took over
Polk's Army of Mississippi. He took part in the
battles around Atlanta, Jonesboro, and then
went with Hood to middle Tennessee. The
diviSion was left south of the Duck River and
missed the disastrous fight at Franklin but was
present at Nashville where Clayton was es-
pecially commended by General Hood during
the first part of the retreat from Nashville, where
his division and General E. W. Pettus' brigade
acted as rear guard of the army until relieved
by General Stevenson.

Moving on to the Carolinas, he led the
division until the April 9, 1865, reorganization
and consolidation of the Army of Tennessee.
He appears to have been left without a com-
mand but remained with the army in some
capacity since he surrendered with General
Joseph E. Johnston in North Carolina.

After the war General Clayton engaged
in planting and the practice of law, and was for
a time a circuit court judge in Alabama.

His death occurred in Tuscaloosa on
October 13, 1889.

From Who Was Who In the Confederacy and ,General In
Gray

Condolences

Our condolences go out to members
Asa and Mary Chester on the loss of his father
and her father-in-law.

Annual Trip

The final payment is due for this year's
trip to Chattanooga-Chickamauga, Friday, April
27 through Monday, April 30.

If you have made the $50 deposit $275
will be due by the April 11, meeting.

Make checks payable to the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable. They can be given
to Pete Zuhars at the meeting or mailed to Pete
Zuhars, 4879 Veley Rd., Delaware, OH 43015.

Jamie will have further information as
far as meeting times and places for the day of
the trip at the April 11 meeting.
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Dues

It is time to renew memberships. The dues
have been increased this year to the following:

Single - 25.00
Family - 35.00
Students - 15.00

Please make checks payable to the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable. They can be brought to
the meetings or mailed to: Patty Barker, 8023
Lakeloop Drive, Westerville, OH 43081.

New Address for the Roundtable

The officers have decided to close the PO
Box so all correspondence should now be sent to:

The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable
c/o Patty Barker
8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville, OH 43081

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for March

At Kelly's Ford, Virginia, March 17, 1863

Civil War Puzzler for April

'lllhat clash of at least 100,000 men is eften
termed "the first great modem battJe"?

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, April 17: Battle of
Fredericksburg.

Harold Armstrong will be discussing the
Battle of Fredericksburg. Harold feels that this battJe
is one of the most understudied major battles of the
war.

Meetings are held in the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main. The meetings start
at 7:30 p.m. If you have any questions please
contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or
mccaul. l@osu.edu

Civil War Show

May 5 & 6 - the 24th annual Ohio Civil War
Collectors Show and 9th annual Artillery Show.

...

This will be held at the Richland County
Fairgrounds, in ManSfield, Ohio. Hours are
Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3. There is a $5.00
charge for anyone over the age of 12.

Artist Dale Gallon will be present on
Saturday.

This is also the 15th annual Civil War
Veteran's Historical Association Encampment
(GAR & UCV).

Portions of the proceeds will go to the
Johnson's Island Confederate Prison Preserva-
tion Society, Friends of National Parks at Getty-
sburg and the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine.

For more information contact Don
Williams, 1083 Oak Hill Circle, Ashland, OH
44805, or call (419) 289-3120.

Ohio Civil War Days
"

May 19-20 - ~ Annual Civil War Days
at the Wood County Historical Center, Bowling
Green. There will be skirmishes, drills, musket
firing's, living history, ladies tea, children's
games, lantern camp tours, contra dancing and
music.

Admission is $3 per car. This event is
hosted by the Wood County Historical Center,
Wood County Park District, and 14th Ohio
Volunteer Inf/3rd Arkansas.

For information call (419) 352-0967; or
hup:l!wcnet,orgl-wchisetr

Ohio Historical Center/
Ohio Village

April 20-22 at the Ohio Historical
Center and April 27-29 at the Ohio Village, 7
p.m. The Andersonville Trial will be
presented.

The Lawyer's Performance Ensemble
will re-create the notorious Andersonville Trial.
The performance is part of the Ohio Village
Civil War Re-enactment (April 21 & 22 only)

$101member adult, $a/member child;
$121nonmember adult, $10/nonmember child.

For reservations call (800) 686-1541 or
(614) 297-2666. Subject to availability, tickets
may be purchased at the door. To check if
tickets are available the day of the event, call
(614) 297-2640 between 10 a.m. -4 p.m.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. - Unknown at the
time of the newsletters mailing. The meeting will be
at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

May 9, 2001 - Carnifax Ferry
June 13, 2001- TBA
NO July meeting

Dates are subject to change

'.-

-I


