
General-In-Chief's Report
By

Patty Barker

On behalf of the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable I would
like to thank Warren Motts on
opening his museum for the
March 15, meeting.

It has been approximately
a year and a half since we last
held a meeting there. What a
difference that time has made.
The last time we were there there
were only the beginnings of the
walls for the displays. Now there
is a very nice museum with
wonderful displays.

Warren was our guide for
the evening, he talked about how
the museum was started and how
he came by the items on display.
Some of the items have there own
interesting stories.

For those of you who
were unable to make it to the
meeting I hope you get a chance
to visit the museum in the future.

For those ·15 members
and guests who were at the meet-
ing I hope you enjoyed the tour.

We as an organization
made a Corporate donation and
became members of the Motts
Military Museum. This has been
our way of thanking Warren for
opening up his home and
museum when we needed a place
to meet over the years.

I hope to see all of you at
the April 12th meeting which will
be back at Chemical Abstracts, at
7:30 p.m. The speaker for the
evening will be Tim Smith on the
Gettysburg battlefield.
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State Historical Marker

As part of the 2003 Ohio
Bicentennial, Longaberger
Baskets, the Ohio Historical
SOCiety, . the Hilltop Historical
Society, Blue & Gray Magazine,
the United Daughters of the
Confederacy and Sons of
Confederate Veterans all donated
funds to help provide historical
markers in Ohio.

One marker was
dedicated and placed at Camp
Chase Confederate Cemetary on
Sullivan Avenue.

H. L. Hunley

This summer, a team of
underwater archaeologists and
engineers will raise the 40 foot
submarine H. L. Hunley from its
resting place off Charleston
Harbor.

The Hunley sank the
Housatonic on February 17, 1864
and never surfaced again.

On May 3, 1995, divers
hired by novelist Clive Cussler
discovered the submarine buried
in sand and silt.

Efforts have been under
way ever since to recover the
Hunley and return it to shore, to
preserve its contents and present
to the world the story of its last
voyage.

From the Columbus Dispatch

April 2000

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville,OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (work)

Dues

It's that time of year to
renew your membership in the
Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable.

Individual $20.00
Family $25.00
Student $15.00
You can bring your dues

to the meetings or they can be
mailed to:

Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable
P. O. Box 1863
Westerville, OH 43086

Gettysburg Trip

For those of you who
have made a deposit for the April
28 - May 1 trip to Gettysburg the
total cost of the trip came to $300.

The balance will be due at
the April 12th meeting. At which
time Jamie Ryan and/or Dave
Larrick will give us the schedule
for the trip: where and the time we
will meet on Friday, April 28.
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Franklin Buchanan (1800 - 1874)

Although the Confederacy's senior Admiral
constantly desired action, Maryland-bom Franklin
Buchanan had only two days of combat during the
war - and was wounded both times.

Entering the U. S. Navy in 1815 as a 14-
year-old midshipman, Buchanan saw service in the
Mediterranean, and against pirates in the Caribbean.
He was co-founder and first superintendent of the
Naval Academy at Annapolis. He saw service in the
Mexican War, was on Perry's expedition to Japan
and was commander of the Washington Navy Yard.

With the firing on the 61ti Massachusetts in
Baltimore, Buchanan assumed that Maryland would
secede and join the Confederacy. Therefore, on April
22, 1861, he resigned his command and his
commission as captain. But when the state did not
secede, he tried to cancel his resignation. This being
refused, he maintained a four-month-Iong neutrality
before finally offering his services to the
Confederacy.

On September 5 he was appointed Captain,
CSN, and chief of the Bureau of Orders and Details,
where he was faced with a lack of commands, for a
surplus of officers, and a lack of trained aews.
Highly effective in this adminstrative post, he was
nonetheless desirous of an active command. His
wish was fulfilled when, on February 24, 1862, he
was given charge of the Chesapeake Bay Squadron,
with the just completed ironclad Virginia as his
flagship. On March 8, 1862, he sailed his new
command out of Norfolk, to attack the Union
blockading fleet in Hampton Roads. His first target
was the USS Cumberland, which he rammed and
sank, losing in the process his ship's ram. Next
turning his attention to the USS Congress, another
wooden vessel, he gave her a series of broadsides
that set her afire. The Union commander struck his
flag, but when one of the Viriginia's escorts went. to
her relief, she was ftred upon from shore by Union
infantry. Enraged, Buchanan ordered the Congress
destroyed and taking a rifle in hand himself opened
fire on the stricken craft from an exposed position.
He was struck in the thigh, taken below, and forced to
relinquish command. He thus missed the next day's
fight with the USS Monitor. Ironically, one of the
Union officers aboard the Congress was his brother
McKean.

Following a slow recovery from his wound
and brief service on a court-martial, he was promoted
to Admiral, CSN, on August 21, 1862; in September
he took over command of the Mobile defenses. After
almost two years of work perfecting the defensive
arrangements, he finally saw action again when

1,;

Union Admiral Farragut entered the bay with
his massive fleet Aboard his flagshiop, the
newly completed ironclad CSS Tennessee.
Buchanan engaged the Union armada,
repeatedly trying to ram Farragut's flagship
USS Hartford. With the rest of his fleet
already gone and his flagship surrounded by
the enemy, he suffered a broken leg from an
iron splinter. Shortly after he turned over
command, the Tennessee surrendered.

Exchanged in March 1865, he was
again captured in Mobile just after his
resumption of command.

After the war he served as a college
president and in the insurance business until
his retirement.

From Who Was Who in the Confederacy

The Civil War

May 2 - 7 - The Civil War a musical
event starring John Schneider and Bebe
Winans at the Palace Theatre.

Ticket prices range from $35 to
$53.50, contact the Broadway Series,
Theatre Box Office, or Ticketmaster outlets
including Kroger. (614) 431-3600.

Times 8 p.m. Tues. thru Fri., '2 & 8
p.m. on Sat., and 2 & 7 p.m. on Sun.

Presentation Weekend

May 4 - 6 - Presentation Weekend,
an annual event held in Troy since 1991,
focusing on Civil War history, celebration of
art, history, and music. Noted artist Mort
Kuntsler will headline the program.

Speakers for the weekend will
include Dr. James I. "Bud" Robertson; Dr.
Brian Williams; Mississippi artist Bruce
Brady; Thomas Cartwright curator of the
Carter House; and AI Stone portrayer of
Robert E. Lee.

Musical concerts during the
weekend will be provided by the 8th Georgia
Regimental Band and the Ohio State
University Spring Marching Band.

Proceeds will benefit battlefield
preservation through Heritagepac.
Sponsored by the Stillwater Civil War
Roundtable of Troy.

For more information write to
PW2000, 15 S. Market St., Troy, Oh 45373
or www.presentationweekend.com>



Calendar Of Events

04-22-1861 - Franklin Buchanan, comman-
dant of the Washington Navy
Yard, resigns from the U. S.
Navy to join the Confederacy.

04-04-1862 - General Albert Sidney
Johnston's army marches from
Corinth, Mississippi toward
Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee.

04-16-1863 - Under heavy fire from Con-
federate artillery, Porter's
Federal fleet finally passes
Vicksburg.

04-18-1864 - At Poison Springs, Arkansas,
Confederates under Gen. John
S. Marmaduke attack a Federal
supply column capturing 198
wagons.

04-02-1865 - The Petersburg-Richmond front
begins to collapse. The Confed-
erate government flees Rich-
mond. Gen. A P. Hill is killed
near Petersburg.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for March

Major General George Crook (b. Ohio)

Civil War Puzzler for April

How did Island No. 10, a site of major
strategical importance get it unusual name?

Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, April 18 Colonel Tomas
Worthington of the 4tt' Ohio Volunteer
Infantry.

Granville member Fred Pringle will
discuss Col. Worthington, his regiment _ the 46th

Ohio _ which lost 35% of its strength after its first
engagement at Shiloh and Worthington's on-
going personal clashes with General Sherman
which ted to his eventual Court Martial and
resignation from the Army.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main in
Granville starting at 7:30 p. m.

.'

Civil War Institute

April 22 & 29 _ the Civil War Institute will
present Civil War 101,a general overview of the
War Between the States from 9:30 a.m. _ 3:00
p.m.

This two day informal seminar is a great
way to leam more about the war that defined
who we are today as a nation. A one hour break
will be provided for lunch.

Lunch not included in registration fee.
Registration required $15/0HS or Civil War
Institute members; $20/non-member. Call 800-
646-5184 or 614-297-2666.

Ohio Village

April 16-17 _. Ohio Village Civil War
Weekend. Reenactbrs will occupy the village.
Battle reenactments will take place Saturday and
Sunday afternoon, there will be interpretive
programs as well as military living history both
days. On Sunday moming there will be a church
service based on an actual historic service from
the 1860's.

Sponsored by the Ohio Historical
SOCiety. For information contact Doug Cubbison
at (614) 298-2901, Wednesday _ Sunday ..

Civil War and Artillery Show

May 6, 7 - the 23rd annual Ohio Civil
War Collectors Show, 8th annual Artillery Show,
and 14th annual Civil War Veteran's Historical
Assn. encampment, Richmond County Fair-
grounds, Mansfield, Oh.

There will be an encampment, a Field
Hospital, sutlers and music.

Civil War show admission $5 for anyone
over the age of 12.

Portions of the proceeds go to the
Johnson's Island Confederate Prison Preserva-
tion Society, Friends of the National Park at
Gettysburg, Inc., National Museum of Civil War
Medicine and the APCWS.

For information contact Don Williams,
1083 Oak Hill Circle, Ashland, OH 47805 or call
(419) 289-3120.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

April 12, 2000 - Tim Smith on the Gettysburg
battlefield. The meeting is at 7;30 p.m., Chemical
Abstracts, 2540 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

May 10, 2000 - TBA

June 14, 2000 - Thomas Cartwright, Curator of the
Carter House in Franklin, Tennessee

Dates are subject to change
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