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 I’ll begin with thanks to Tim 
Maurice whose quick action 
commandeered a classroom and 
saved last month’s meeting when 
the Chapel was locked. This month 
we plan to meet at the Chapel with 
better results.  
 I am looking forward to Joe 
Reinhart’s presentation on the 9th 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry at our 
meeting. We all owe Mike Peters a 
great deal of thanks for the 
wonderful presentations we hear 
each month. He continues to spoil 
us. 
 July’s speaker, Eric Jacobsen, told 
us how well the restoration of the 
Franklin battlefield is coming along 
and how expensive it is. Remember 
we can all help by taking advantage 
of the Rodek Challenge which 
matches our contributions. 
 Looking forward to seeing you on 
the 8th. 

date:  
Wednesday, August 8, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Otterbein University Chapel 
on Cochran Alley near Grove Street  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Joseph R. Reinhart—The 9th Ohio 
Infantry 

this month’s meeting 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $14 from the July book 
raffle. Thank you! 

 

  

 If all goes as planned, in August 
we will meet in the Otterbein 
University Chapel. The chapel is on 
Cochran Alley near Grove Street. 

It is building number 30 on the 
Otterbein University map. A PDF 
of this map is available on our 
website. 
PARKING is permitted in any of 
the nearby lots.  

 Driving directions to the chapel 
are the same as for our meeting 
place last month. 

 

Puzzler:  Rear Admiral David D. 
Porter, commanding the Mississippi 
Naval Squadron, had an oddity 
concerning horses. What was 
it? 
 
Answer:  He loved to gallop 
along the shore and then leap 
onto his vessel via the gang 
plank. 

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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Baptism of Fire: 44th Missouri,  
175th Ohio, 183rd Ohio 

 
 Well after sunset on November 
30, 1864, when the final shots were 
fired on the south side of Franklin, 
Tennessee, General John Bell Hood’s 

Army of Tennessee lay bleeding, 
dead, and ruined at the hands of 
Union General John Schofield, 
Hood's math coach at West Point. 
 The Union victory could hardly 
have been more complete. When 
the first of Hood’s eighteen brigades 
began their charge across an open 
two-mile field about 4:00 p.m. with 
virtually no artillery support, they 
faced veteran Union artillery and 
infantry with Spencer and Henry 
repeating rifles who had had more 
than eight hours to dig in. It was 
suicidal. Confederates suffered some 
6,261 casualties versus 2,326 on the 
Union side. Among the Confederate 
casualties were fourteen generals—
including six killed, seven wounded, 

and one captured—and fifty-five 
regimental commanders. 
 But warfare is rarely neat, clean, 
and logical. Success and defeat are 
rarely uniform. 
 So it was with the Battle of 
Franklin. And that’s the story Eric 
Jacobson and his co-author Richard 
Rupp tell in their new book about 
the last great campaign of the 
middle and deep South. Jacobson 
made a return visit to the round 
table in July to discuss his latest 
book. 
 Neither Schofield nor Hood 
wanted to be in Franklin. General 
William T. Sherman sent Schofield 
from Atlanta to Tennessee to 
reinforce General George Thomas at 
Nashville. Hood had outflanked 
Schofield’s army at Columbia on the 
Duck River by sending Benjamin 
Cheatham and Alexander Stewart 
east and around Schofield to Spring 
Hill on November 29. Hood intended 
to cut off Schofield and defeat him 
before he could get to Franklin and 
Nashville. Miraculously, Schofield’s 
army marched right through Hood’s 
slumbering army during the night of 
November 29 and the early hours of 
November 30. 

 Schofield’s advance guard 
reached Franklin about 4:30 a.m. on 
November 30. Immediately, he set 
his engineers to work repairing two 
bridges over the Harpeth River. 
Schofield intended to cross the 
repaired bridges by 6:00 p.m., but 
that was before Hood attacked. In 
fact, Schofield had his supply 
wagons across the river by late 
afternoon. Union infantrymen dug 
trenches and threw up every board, 
fence rail, and small tree they could 
find. By about noon the hastily 
erected Union defensive line was 
ready, forming a semicircle from the 
river on the Union left to its right 
flank at Carters Creek Pike. 
 General Jacob Cox, temporarily 
commanding the XXIII Corps, set up 
his headquarters in the Carter House 
in the center of the Union line. 
General George Wagner’s division 
had been the last Union element to 
arrive from Spring Hill. Wagner 
ordered his three brigades under 
John Lane, Joseph Conrad, and 
Emerson Opdycke to dig in around 
Columbia Pike well in front of the 
main Union breastworks. This 
position was floating in an open 
field, with neither flank anchored on 
anything. Opdycke flatly refused to 
risk his men in such a vulnerable 
position and marched to a position 
behind the Union line. 
 Hood’s army began arriving on 
Winstead Hill, some two miles south 
of Franklin, about 1:00 p.m. Hood, 
over the objections of cavalry 
commander Nathan Bedford Forrest 
and Cheatham, ordered a frontal 
assault. “I thereupon decided, 
before the enemy would be able to 
reach his stronghold at Nashville, to 
make that same afternoon another  

(continued on page 3) 
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and final effort to overtake him, and 
drive him in the Big Harpeth River at 
Franklin, since I could no longer hope 
to get between him and Nashville,” 
Hood said in his book Advance and 
Retreat. 
 And there, in the center of the 
Union line, were positioned the 44th 

Missouri, 175th Ohio, and 183rd 
Ohio regiments—green as grass, 
never before in real combat. “And no 
one had written about the three 
green units,” Jacobson told the 
round table gathering. Each was 
attached to Cox’s XXIII Corps, and 
Cox, Interior Secretary under Grant 
and twenty-eighth governor of Ohio, 
wrote an excellent first-person 
account of the battle, as well as 
other war memoirs. Neither Cox nor 
Wiley Sword, in his excellent The 
Confederacy’s Last Hurrah about 
Spring Hill, Franklin, and Nashville, 
details the critical roles of the three 
regiments. 
 In a final push for manpower to 
end the war, Lincoln and the War 
Department issued a call for an 
additional 500,000 soldiers in 1864. 
Volunteers were to receive a bounty. 
Each of the three units so pivotal in 
the Battle of Franklin was made of 
volunteers commanded by veteran 
officers. The 44th Missouri was 
raised in late August-early 
September in the northwestern 
corner of the state to fight 

bushwhackers and irregulars. The 
175th Ohio was raised during the 
same period around Hillsboro and 
Brown and Highland counties. The 
183rd, raised in November primarily 
among German immigrants in the 
Over the Rhine section of Cincinnati, 
shipped out on Nov. 18. 
 Training, obviously, ranged from 
scant to nil, in the case of the 189th. 
But the War Department was frantic 
to move bodies into Tennessee. All 
three regiments ended up at 
Columbia and took part in the risky 
skirting of Hood's army on 
November 29–30. The 175th wasn’t 
even attached to the XXIII Corps. It 
just joined the parade. 
 When the three regiments made 
it to Franklin, they were positioned 
along the Columbia Pike near the 
Carter House as follows: the 175th 
was on the east side of the pike near 
today’s Lotz house; the 44th was on 
the west side of the pike in front of 
the Carter House; the 183rd was a 
little farther to the west near the 
locust grove. 
 When William Bate’s 
and John Brown’s 
Confederates moved out 
along the pike just before 
sunset, they blew away 

Wagner’s two forward brigades. 
Veteran soldiers scampered for the 
main line. Raw soldiers hesitated to 
retreat under fire, and many were 
captured. The rebel charge opened a 

200-yard-wide chasm in the center 
of the advance Union line. As rebels 
poured into the main Federal line, 
each of the three regiments met and 
helped drive back the Confederate 
charge. The 44th bought precious 
time for Opdycke’s aforementioned 
regiment to come forward and fill 
gaps. East of the pike the 175th with 
the 12th and 16th Kentucky 
regiments plugged a gap from the 
road to the cotton gin. The 183rd 
plugged a gap between the 23rd 
Michigan and 129th Indiana. 
 And so the Union line held in the 
middle. But the toll was frightening. 
Colonel Robert Bradshaw of the 
44th was shot seven times but 
survived. In the meantime, Union 
artillery and infantry on the flanks 
inflicted horrendous damage to 
charging rebels. At about 11:00 p.m. 
Schofield ordered his infantry to 
move out, cross the rebuilt bridges, 
and head to Nashville. The Army of 
Tennessee held the field the 
following day, but mainly their dead 

and 

wounded occupied the ground. 
 But for the 44th Missouri, not 
even intended to serve east of the 
Mississippi, the battle may have 
been lost for the Union. Such is the 
provocative speculation of Eric 
Jacobson. But he has a point to 
make about finding hidden valor in 
the most unlikely but critical 
locations. 
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 Ohio provided eight German 
regiments to the Union army during 
the American Civil War. The first and 
best known of these eight regiments 
was the 9th Ohio Infantry. The 9th 
was organized at Cincinnati and 
mustered in for three year’s service 
on May 27, 1861. The regiment was 
first led by Colonel Robert L. 
McCook—one of just a few Anglo-
Americans in the regiment. After 
McCook was mortally wounded near 
New Market, Alabama, on August 5, 
1862, Colonel Guftav Kämmerling 
led the regiment until its muster out 
on June 7, 1864.  
 The German regiment 
campaigned in western Virginia 
before joining the Army of the Ohio 
in December 1861. The 9th Ohio was 
highly praised for its bold bayonet 
charge at the Battle of Mill Springs, 
Kentucky, in January 1862, and its 
aggressive fighting at Chickamauga 
in September 1864. In August, round 
table guest Joseph R. Reinhart will 
tell us about the 9th’s organization, 
campaigns and battles, and life in 
this proud regiment of immigrants. 
 Reinhart, a retired CPA, is a 

native of 
Louisville, 
Kentucky, 
and a 
graduate of 
Bellarmine 
College. He 
also earned 
a master’s 

degree from Indiana University. 
Reinhart has been actively 
researching and writing about the 
Civil War for the last seventeen 

years. His first book, published in 
2000, is A History of the 6th 
Kentucky Volunteer Infantry U.S.: 
The Boys Who Feared No Noise. His 
most recent book, A German 
Hurrah! Civil War Letters of Friedrich 
Bertsch and Wilhelm Stängel, 9th 
Ohio Infantry (2010), was the runner
-up for the Museum of the 
Confederacy’s 2010 Founder’s 
Award for outstanding editing of 
primary sources. Reinhart is also the 
translator and editor of two other 
works of translated and edited 
letters. A fifth book, Yankee 
Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War 
Letters from the 82nd Illinois 
Infantry, will be published next year. 
 Reinhart has spoken to many Civil 
War round tables and historical 
societies and at conferences at the 
University of Wisconsin and the 
University of Louisville. He 
specializes in Kentuckians and 
German Americans in the Civil War 
and Civil War genealogical research.  

 

 In answer to Lincoln’s call for 
volunteers, young men enlisted 
during the summer of 1862 to form 
the 95th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. It 
mustered in by August 19, was sent 
to the front two days later, and saw 
combat on August 30 during a fierce 
11-hour battle that turned “fresh 
fish” into battle-hardened soldiers. 
 On August 26, 2012, the Kelton 
House Museum will present “Fresh 
Fish to the Front: 95th OVI and the 
Rebel March on Cincinnati; Central 
Ohio Boys Answer the Call.” This is 
the story of the 95th Ohio, told in 
their own words, through contemp-
orary newspaper accounts, and 
period images. 
 The Kelton House is located on 
586 East Town Street, Columbus, 
Ohio. Please call for reservations 
(614-464-2022).  

 

 Without bats, the Civil War might 
have ended in less than four years? 
The Confederacy relied on bat guano 
to provide potassium nitrate, or 
“niter,” for gunpowder. Naval block-
ades kept Southerners from their 
usual sources of niter off the north-
eastern coast. Fortunately, cave-
dwelling bats produced niter-rich 
guano, so the rebels scoured caves 
to find it. They poured water over 
large vats of guano and boiled the 
water that leached through, which 
left potassium nitrate crystals that 
were ground into powder. The South 
considered the men who worked to 
produce the niter so valuable that 
they were exempted from the draft! 
(Source: Flora and Fauna of the Civil War by 
Kelby Ouchley, 2010)
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 Many battles had more than 
one name (ex. Antietam/

Sharpsburg, First Bull 
Run/First Manassas). A 
battle on June 30, 1862, 

had seven. Can you 
name them? 

2012-2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the Maryland Campaign of 
1862 
 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century 
 
November 14, 2012 
 J. D. Petruzzi—Topic to Be 
Determined 
 
December 12, 2012 
No Meeting 

 
January 9, 2013 
 COCWRT Discussion—Topic 
to Be Determined 
 
February 13, 2013 
 Jamie Ryan—Camden 
Expedition 
 
March 13, 2013 
 Mark Jenkins—Union Naval 
Officer Henry Walke 
 
April 10, 2013 
 Dale Phillips—Red River 
Campaign 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at Otterbein University Chapel  

on Cochran Alley 
near Grove Street 

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

 Round table member Jeff Rodek 
has generously proposed a matching 
program for 2012 to raise funds for 
use by the COCWRT. 
 

 For each COCWRT member who 
donates to the COCWRT 
preservation fund, Jeff will 
match the donor’s contribution 
dollar for dollar up to a total of 
$250. 

  
 For each person who joins the 

Civil War Trust as a new 
member* (minimum $35 
membership level), Jeff will 
donate $100 to the COCWRT’s 
preservation fund. If that person 
is not a member of COCWRT, 
part of Jeff’s $100 will be used to 
cover the donor’s first year’s 
dues. The balance will go to the 
COCWRT’s fund. 

 
 For each COCWRT member who 

joins the Civil War Trust* as a 
Color Bearer (minimum $1,000), 
Jeff will donate $250 to the 
COCWRT. The donor can be a 
current CWT member at any 
level below Color Bearer. 

 
 Make checks payable to Central 
Ohio Civil War Round Table. Write 
Rodek Fund on the memo line. 
 
* Donors participating in either 
option 2 or 3 of this matching 
program should notify Frank DeLuca 
(fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-
1861) that they are donating as part 
of the Rodek Challenge Fund.  

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 


