
General-in-ChiePs Report
By

Mike Van Huss

As I sit back and watch
the goings on in Florida I am re-
minded of the election of 1860. I
can't help but wonder what the
leaders of 1860 would have felt
about the current state of affairs
down there. I think they would be
disheartened at the lack of pas-
sion for the country. They might
ask, how could people sit idly by
while the election is being stolen
right under their noses? Whether
you are an AI Gore disciple or a
follower of George W. Bush, I'm
sure you feel the election is being
stolen. Where is the passion?

In 1860 men were pas-
sionate enough to take up arms
against each other to prove their
side was right. Now we sit idly by
while the courts make decisions,
which write law and not interpret it
as the Constitution empowers
them to do. As long as it does
not effect our way of life, we sit by
and let the liberties that our
forefathers fought so hard to get,
be slowly eroded. Where is the
passion?

While I am not advocat-
ing we take up arms as our fore-
fathers did, Republican v. Demo-
crat v. Libertarian v. Green Party,
I do think that we have to get the
passion back. The people of the
United States must realize that
freedom is not something you
have given it is something you
must work for and hold very dear,
almost sacred and it requires a
social responsibility. You must
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take responsibility for your actions
and if an adversary defeats you,
extend the hand of friendship and
move on, its good for you and
good for the country. Where is
your passion?

For those of you who
missed the meeting in November
you missed an excellent present-
ation by Greg Mertz from the
Chancellorsville, Wilderness,
Spotsylvania Battlefield on the
Battle of Spotsylvania. Thanks
Greg for a very fine talk.

This month's meeting will
be December 13 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Chemical Abstracts Auditor-
ium. I look forward to seeing all
the membership there for a pre-
sentation on Nathan Bedford
Forrest. Please remember that
this month is raffle month so
being your checkbook and WIN
WIN WIN those prizes. Thanks to
Eric Wittenberg for his generous
donation of the books, which will
be used as prizes.

Your Obedient Servant,

Mike Van Huss
General-in-Chief

435 N. High St.
Lancaster,OH 43130
(740) 687-9216 _ (home)
(800) 700-8067 -!(work)
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Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Larrick

~ . Thanks to all who
attended last months meeting.
Greg Mertz has been a great
friend to our Roundtable and
proved once again he is one of
the countries leading authorities
on the Wilderness and Spotsyl-
vania.

Greg presented a clear
concise overview of the Battle of
Spotsylvania Courthouse. A
goodly number of members ex-
pressed a much-cleared under-
standing of the battle after Greg's
presentation.

This month's speaker is
Bob Chambers, author of The
God of War, a biography of
Nathan Bedford Forrest, which
focuses on his Civil War years.

Born and raised in Solon,
Ohio, Bob is a graduate of
Bowling Green University. He
has been Park Manager of Big
Creek Reservation Park in the
Cleveland Metro Park system
since 1978. Bob currently resides
in Middleburg Heights, Ohio.

Mr. Chambers has been
a student of the Civil War for thirty
years and applied his studies of
English and Journalism to create
his unique work on Forrest.

Continued on page 2
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Historian General's Report continued

The God of War is told through the eyes and the
letters of a fictional trooper, Henry Wylie. Published
in 1997 by Southern Heritage Press Mr. Chambers
book has been we" received and will provide the
focus of his Wednesday, December 13th
presentation.

I thought this piece on Arthur MacArthur
might be of interest to our members. For further
information on A. MacArthur E-Mail me at
dlarrick@netwalk.com.

Short of Memory Long of Shadow
One of the lesser known, but most influential

American military officers of the Nineteenth Century
was Lt. General Arthur MacArthur. In his long military
care~r, Ma~Arthur spanned the gamut of military
service. This young hero of the Civil War, longtime
junior officer during the era of the Indian Wars and
tradition changing staff officer would blossom into a
general officer who would fight a war a new style of
war in a new century before going on to be one of the
first of the new type of political generals who would
figure so prominently in the Twentieth Century. His
precedent and the guidance he gave to his son would
extend his influence through the century in which he
lived for only a few years.

Hero of Missionary Ridge
Born on June 2, 1845 in Chicopee.

Massachusetts, MacArthur moved to Milwaukee, the
city, which he would call home, in 1849. There his
fath~r. Arthur MacArthur, Sr., a Scottish immigrant,
achieved success as a lawyer, politician and judge.
His father was a Union Democrat who served for a
time as Lt._ Governor of Wisconsin before beginning a
long judicial career. Throughout his life, Arthur, Sr.
would use his political influence to assist his son in
his military career.

As the nation drifted toward Civil War, Arthur
w~s ~dvancing his education at a military academy in
llllnols. As war raged, Arthur was determined to play
his part, despite his father's efforts to protect him.
Arthur, Sr. withheld permission for Junior to enlist
until a compromise was reached. Arthur, Jr., agreed
to return to the military academy while his father
attempted to secure him an appolntrnent to West
Point. When the earliest appointment available was
for entry in 1863, Arthur, Jr. could no longer be
denied permission to enlist.

The 24th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry was
being formed and Judge MacArthur's influence and a
lie about his age combined to obtain Arthur's appoint-
ment as Adjutant. Arthur's youthful appearance and

juvenile mistakes made his training period a
rocky start to his military career. Eventually the
24thdid get into action. After early encounters
at Perryville, Kentucky and Murfreesboroth 'Tennessee, the 24 moved on to Chattanooga
where Arthur would win glory at Missionary
Ridge on November 25, 1863. The scene was
set for MacArthur's first moment in the sun.
The Union Army, driven back into Chattanooga
by the defeat at Chickamagua, prepared
another attack to the south under new
command. MacArthur, on sick leave in
Milwaukee, hurried by train to rejoin the 24th
Wisconsin. Moving with the attack, the 24th
s~ent November 24 at the base of Missionary
Ridge, from which it watched the nearby
assault on Lookout Mountain.

At about 10 a.m. on the zs" the 150
men of the 24thwere ordered to move forward a
quarter mile to the edge of the woods forming
the no-man's land separating the two armies.
The 24th found itself in the center of a 2-mile
line running between two rivers. In their front
the. ridge r?se almost 600 feet, broken by
ravines, gullies and enemy rifle pits. At about
three o'clock, the siege guns signaled the
a~vance. After moving out, the 24th charged 0/.
mile to the Confederate rifle pits at the base of
the ridge. Despite the enemy rifle and artillery
fire, the Union line overran the lightly defended
Confederate pits. After routing the enemy, the
victorious Union troops found themselves in an
exposed position. Realizing the danger of their
position, and unwilling to retreat, the 24th
Wisconsin opened another charge up the ridge.
Lead by Captain Edwin B. Parsons and
MacArthur, the 24th led the Union line up the
ridge. Seeing the charge, Gen. Grant demand-
ed to now "Who ordered those men up the
ri~ge?" Learning that they were advancing
Without orders, he had no choice but to watch
the battle. Using natural cover, the second line
of Confederate rifle pits were overtaken.
Halfway up the ridge the Color Sergeant
faltered. MacArthur grabbed the Colors, waved
them high, shouted "24th Wisconsin" and led
the entire Union line up the hill. After a canister
explosion blew MacArthur's hat away and tore
the flag, MacArthur again waved the flag and
led his men further up the hill. MacArthur
pistol in one hand and flag in the other, was th~
first Union soldier to reach the top of Missionary
Ridge, as the Confederate defenders were
breaking into retreat.

Continued on page 3
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After taking the ridge, MacArthur and the
regiment were complimented by General Sherman
who complied with the men's request for food.

The regiment's commander, Major
Baumbach, included in his official report of the battle:

Among the many acts of personal intrepidity
on that memorable occasion, none are worthy of
higher commendation than that of you MacArthur, ...
who seizing the Colors of his regiment at a critical
moment, contributed materially to the general result.
He was the most distinguished in action on a field
where many in the regiment displayed conspicuous
gallantry, worthy of highest praise.

For the next month, MacArthur and the 24th
progressed in the Atlanta campaign, arriving in
Atlanta on August 24.

The next dramatic stand for the 24thwould be
at the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee. On November
30, 1864, the 24thwas assigned to a resting area be-
hind the front lines, secure in the belief that no attack
would be coming that day. From a distance of 300
yards, the 24th heard increased fire, but paid it no
heed until retreating Union troops ran through the
campgrounds, followed by the sound of the Rebel
Yell. MacArthur was soon in the saddle, giving the
order "Stand fast 24th!" 7 regiments, without orders,
drew up into a battle line. MacArthur was in front of
them with a pistol in one hand and a saber in the
other yelling, "Give them hell, 24th!" The line stopped
the Confederate charge, threw the attackers back
and saved the Union army from disaster. Before the
battle was over, MacArthur would be hit by a musket
ball just below the left knee and in the shoulder near
the clavicle. After the fighting stopped, the men
found the wounded MacArthur and took him to a field
hospital where he was treated. After two weeks of
treatment in a Nashville hospital, MacArthur was
returned to Milwaukee for further recuperation.

Post War Army
With the coming of peace, MacArthur applied

for a commission in the downsized army. While
awaiting a decision on his application, MacArthur
studied law and was admitted to the Wisconsin Bar.
In April 1866 he accepted a commission as a Second
Lieutenant. Over the next thirty years he would serve
in a series of frontier posts throughout the west.
During a respite from frontier duty, MacArthur was
assigned to New Orleans in October 1874. While
there he met Mary Pinckney "Pinky" Hardy of Norfolk,
Virginia. Arthur, an Episcopalian, and Pinky, a
Methodist, were married in St. Mary's Catholic
Church in Norfolk on May 19, 1875. Tradition has it
that no other clergyman in Norfolk join a Southern
belle and a Yankee war hero in holy matrimony. For
the next several years the MacArthur's were
transferred to various post in the west and south.

The interwar period was one in which
MacArthur was able to effect significant
changes in the army. While serving as the post
commander at Fort Selden, New Mexico, in
1866, MacArthur compensated for the absence
of a suttler by establishing an enlisted men's
canteen, the profits of which were returned to
the men in the form of better recreational
facilities and lower prices. Other commanders
copied the canteen concept, which eventually
developed into the modern PX.

In 1889 MacArthur was promoted to
the grade of Major and transferred to the
Adjutant General's office in Washington, D. C.
While on this asslqnrnent he contributed to the
movement for army reforms that led to a new
promotion system based on ability, rather than
strictly on seniority.

Of particular interest to MacArthur was
the system for. recognition of distinguished
service by officers. Civil War officers were not
given medals for bravery in combat. Valor was
recognized by the award of brevets or honorary
promotions, which often were unrecognized in
peacetime. His research revealed that later
amendments had repealed the initial prohibi-
tion against the awarding of the Medal of Honor
to officers. He then convinced the Army to alter
its policy and award the Medal of Honor to
sixty-eight officers for bravery in the Civil War.
MacArthur's gallantry at Missionary Ridge
placed him among the awardees.

Arthur MacArthur - written by James Gallen: Edited-
submitted by Dave Larrick Historian General Central Ohio
Civil War Roundtable

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for November

On Election Day 1860.

Civil War Puzzler for December

When did Congress first authorize a
Medal of Honor for enlisted men of the U. S.
Navy and Marine Corps?

Welcome New Member

Please welcome the newest member to
the Roundtable:

Robin Priday
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, December 13, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Robert S. Chambers - author of the "God of
War" - Nathan Bedford Forrest. The meeting will be
at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

January 10,2001- TBA
February 14,2001 - TBA
March 14,2001 - TBA

Dates are subject to change
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