
General-in-Chief's Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would like to thank the
13 members and 1 guest who
attended the November 14th
meeting and heard an interesting
presentation given by Cincinnati
Roundtable member Dave Smith.
I would also like to apologize for
once again not being unable to
attend the meeting.

Since it is hard to line up
a speaker in the month of
December this year the
December 12 meeting will be a
social gathering. See page 3 of
the newsletter for information on
time and place.

I hope most of you can
makethis event.

I would also like to wish
all of the members and their
families a Happy and Safe
HolidaySeason.

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Larrick

Please see page 3 of the
newsletter for information about
the December 12 meeting/social
event

Adjutant General's Report
By

Mary Chester

None. The report for the
November meeting will appear in

Christmas 1861
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Many letters written to
family and friends at home by
soldiers in the Confederate arm-
ies during the Christmas of 1861
reflected an enthusiastic
optimism and patriotic fervor for
their cause. Morale ran high
among many regiments that had
seen some form of action or tas-
ted victory at the end of a battle
or skirmish.

Charles Colcock Jones,
Jr. was the former mayor of
Savannah and a lieutenant in
the 1at Volunteer Regiment
Georgia Artillery. On Christmas
Day Jones wrote a pasaionately
patriotic letter about the ideals
he was fighting for to his father
at home on their Georgia planta-
tion.

"Ohristrnas Day! Many
happy returns to you and my
dear mother and precious little
daughter! And long before the
coming of another anniversary
may the storm clouds which now
hover about us have been
succeeded by the pure light of
love, of peace, and of righteous-
ness! This is my hope, but
whether it will be realized within
the time specified, and by whom,
is known only to Him who
disposes all things in infinite
wisdom and according to His

Continued on page 2 coklmn 2

the January newsletter.

Johnson's Island

After 12 years of
negotiations, the Friends and
Descendants of Johnson's
Island a nonprofit organization
have reached an agreement with
developer and landowner Carl
Zipfel on a plan to acquire 16.5
acres encompassing Fort
Johnson, a well-preserved
earthen fortification, as well as
about half of the former prison
compound.

Mr. Zipfel said that if the
preservationists come up with
$350,000 for the prison site, he
will donate the rest of the land,
which includes Fort Johnson
and an access road.

In addition to the land
purchase the Friends group
hopes to raise an additional
$150,000 for an endowment to
pay for maintenance and
security.

The group needs to
raise $50,000 by mid-January to
secure financing.

For information contact
the Friends and Descendants of
Johnson's Island at
wwwjohsonsis1and com
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Answer to November Puzzler

250,000: 60 percent in the field, 40 percent
defending Washington.

December Puzzler

Where is Robert E. Lee believed to have
said, "It is well that war is terrible; we should grow
too fond of ir?

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, December 11: British Invasion
of Ohio.

John Montgomery will be discussing Colonel
Henri Bouquet's march into Ohio following his relief
of Fort Pitt during the Pontiac's War. Colonel
Bouquet was responsible for the return of the
"captives" held by the Indians.

The meetings are held in the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main at 7:30 p.m.

If you have any questions please call Ed
McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or e-mail mccaul.1@osu.edu.

Prints For Sale

1. Morning Riders - by Mort KunstJer.
Beautifully framed with brass nameplate. Ser.
No. 1115/1500 Issued 1993. Gen. Buford's
Cavalry at Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863. $900

2. First Sergeant - by Don Stivers.
Framed. Incredible detail, very rare. Ser. No.
26012000 Issued 1987. $1,400

3. 2nd United States Cavalry - by Don Troiani.
Framed. Issued 1989 (Regimental Series). Ser.
No 1451750. $300

4. The Ringgold Cavalry - by Ray W. Forqver.
Framed. Ser. No. 16/350. 2200 Pa. Cavalry.
$200

For more information please contact Ron at:
(614) 537-5929.

Morgan Marker

On November 17, a marker commemorating
John Hunt Morgan's escape from the Ohio Peni-
tentiary was dedicated as part of the Ohio Bi-

centennial Commission's historical-marker pro-
gram, which started in 1998.

The marker is located on McF erson
Commons near the Nationwide Arena.

The plaque tells the story of Morgan,
known as the "Thunderbolt of the Confed-
eracy," who led a daring raid in the summer of
1863 through parts of southern Ohio, Indiana
and Kentucky before his capture by Union
soldiers.

In November of 1863 Morgan and six
Confederate officers held prisoner in the
penitentiary tunneled under their cells into the
prison yard and scaled the walls to freedom.

From The Columbus Dispatch

Underground Railroad
, Museum

An appropriations bill signed into law
by President Bush included funds for the
National Underground Railroad Freedom
Center.

The $3 million will be used to help
build the museum on the Cincinnati riverfront.

The $110 million center will
commemorate the safe houses and secret
routes used by slaves as they traveled to
northern states.

Construction is Scheduled to begin in
June 2002. The museum will open about two
years later. The cost of the center will be split
between public and private money.

From The Columbus Dispatch

Chrlsbnas1861connnued

own great pleasure. Of the ultimate
success of our cause Ihave no doubt;
but I am per -suaded that the struggle
will not be without privation and (it may
be) great personal danger and perhaps
death to many into whose immediate
keeping is committed the defense of all
we hold dear in life and sacred in
death ... "

From We Were Marching On Ctvistmas Day - A History and
Chronicle of Christmas During the Civil War
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CENT'RAL 011.10 CIVIL WA'R 'ROUNDTABLE
SOCIAL GArnERING

Cbe Officers an~ members of tbe War Council ccrotcllv invite
you to join your fellow Roun~table members:

TIME: 7:00 p. m. - ???

WHERE: elepbant Bar one Restaurant
995 e. Dublin-(3ranville R~.
846-4592

Cbe restaurant is west of 171 on 161 on tbe
eoutbeioe of tbe street (across from Cbe Continent)

Cbis is a social occasion allowing you to get to meet an~ tall~
witb otber members in an informal setting.

We bope to see you there.

Vou will be able to purcbcse Iooo one beverages.

If you bave any questions please call patty BarRer at:

WorR:
nome:

.:')
(614) 422-7582

(614) 985-3353
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, December 12, 7:00 p.m. The Elephant
Bar & Restaurant. 995 E. Dublin-Granville Rd.

Future Meetings:

January 9 - Dennis Keesee - To Young to Die, Boy
Soldiers of the Union Anny
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