
General-in-Chiers Report
By

Patty Barker

I would like to thank the
30 people who were at the
November 10, meeting to hear Dr.
Allen Millet's presentation on the
making of the movie Glory.

Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, December 8, 7:30
p.m., at Chemical Abstracts.
There will be two speakers for the
evening Tom Goodrich and Deb
Hiebert. Their presentation will be
"Wild, Weird & Wacky-Western
History 1854-1880: See the
Historian General's report for
more details.

I would like to wish
everyone a joyful and safe holiday
season.

I hope to see all of you at
the December meeting which
should be interesting as well as
being a topic that has not been
covered at a Roundtable meeting
before.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville, OH 43081
(614) 841..Q760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (work)

~ashburn University with a B. A.
In History, and wrote a syndicated
newspaper column in Kansas on
the history of politics in that state.
Her book, Stories in Stone is
Kansas .history filtered thrdugh
one of Its most historic ceme-
teries. She continues to write a
montly column for her hometown
paper in Stuart, Viriginia, as well
as other freelance articles.

The two are collaborating
on another book, The Day Dixie
Died, which will follow the events
from Robert E. Lee's surrender
until the final collapse of the Con-
federacy.

Goodrich and Hiebert's 45
minute slide program - "Wild
Weird & Wacl<y - Western History'
1854-1880," focuses on the mor~
unusual, gory, comical but above
all, bizarre aspects of 'the war on
the Missouri/Kansas border and
concludes with the Plains Indian
Wars. John Brown, Quantrill, and
Bloody Bill Anderson figure
prominently in the talk although
Lincoln, Sherman, C~ster, and
Buffalo Bill Cody also make their
appearance. The program has
been described as "crowd friendly"
and designed to keep folks in their
seats and awake.

The authors will be
bringing some of their books for
those who are interested in
purchasing them. They will also
be available to sign any books
before and after the presentation.

qhe War Correspondent!
December 1999 Vol. 9, No.6

Historian General's Report
By

Dave Larrick

Our next meeting will be
December 8, 1999, 7:30 p.m. at
Chemical Abstracts. The program
will be a jOint presentation by Tom
Goodrich and Deb Hiebert.

Tom Goodrich was born in
Lawrence (the Free-State capital
of Kansas), raised in nearby
L~mpton (the Pro-Slavery
capital), a love of history came
early and easily to Tom. After
graduating from Washburn
University in 1973 with a B. A. in
History, he travelled extensively at
home and abroad, painting
watercolors for a living. In 1991
his first book, Bloody Dawn-th~
Story of the Lawrence Massacre
was published. Four years later
came Black Flag-Guerrilla Walfare
on the Western Border, 1861-
1865. This was followed by Scalp
Dance - Indian Warfare on the
High Plains, 186fr1879 (1997),
War to the Knife - Bleeding
Kansas, 1854-1861 (1998) and
Bloody Bill Anderson - The Short
Savage Ute of a Civil Wa~
Guerrilla (1998). All five were
selections of either the History
Book Club, Military Book Club
(main selection), or the Doubleday
Book Club.

. I?eb Hiebert is a Virginia
native With a background in jour-
nalism. She graduated from
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The Civil War Trust and APCWS Merge

The Association for the Preservation of Civil
War Sites (APCWS) and the Civil War Trust have
merged to become the newly named Civil War
Preservation Trust with the first jOint board meeting
being held November 12.

The new president is James Lighthizer,
formerly Vice Chairman of the Civil War Trust.

From the Civil War News

Christmas 1861

Boredom and the dullness of Christmas Day
was a common complaint of many soldiers. For
some, the routine of winter encampments could not
compare to Christmases celebrated at home during
years past. Once experienced, the dull Christmas
was hoped to be traded in by the arrival back home
to celebrate the holiday with family and friends, not to
be separated from loved ones again.

Samuel J. Alexander of the 62nd

Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry recorded his dull
Christmas with a plaintive hope for the next one.

·Yesterday was a rather dull day for
Christmas. As far as having fun although it
was a pritty day one of our mess got a box
from home on Christmas Eve containing a
large roasted turkey and several other good
things. So we had the pleasure of eating a
very good Christmas dinner but I was not as
happy as r was when I ate my Christmas
dinner one year ago with my dear wife and I
hope before another Christmas rolls around
that we may be together never more to part. n

J. W. Reid wrote from winter quarters of the
4th South Carolina Regiment at Centreville, Virginia.
wryly commented on the Christmas festivities the rel-
atives at home were probably enjoying, while won-
dering if they thought of his situation.

"Christmas Day, 3 o'clock p.m. - Well
Christmas is here and in a few more hours
will be where eighteen hundred others are, in
the past. How often have you and my
sisters, and others, perhaps, said, 'I wish
Jesse had some of this,' when you were
enjoying your little Christmas tricks, but never
mind Jesse on such occasions; he is faring
very well, considering. In spite of Major-
General Law and Gospel, most of the boys
managed to get a wee drop today, but all has

..-

been very quiet, there being no
more noise than three earthquakes
and a cyclone, and that is nothing
unusual here. For my part I have
not tasted a drop. One reason for it
is that the stuff is too high, being
$5.00 a quart for the worst kind of
'rot skull.' Having drunk none
myself I will miss the supreme
felicity of the blues and headache ..
. Before this reaches you Christmas
will be over, and then you can look
for April and -J. W. Reid:

All was not gloom and sadness.
Entertainments abounded in camp and field.
Competitions from foot races, wrestling, and
snowball fights took place between regi-
ments and brigades. Most were fun with
cash prizes awarCIed to first and second
place finishers, while some took a harder
edge with fierce competition and fights
breaking out among the ranks.

From We Were Marching on Christmas Cay - A History
and Chronicle of Christmas Curing the CMI War
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Calendar Of Events

12-08-1860 - U. S. Secretary of the Treasury
Howell Cobb resigns. The
Georgia native will become a
Confederate Major General in
1863, rendering valuable service
to the Confederacy.

12-11-1861 - Already suffering under the
Union blockade, Charleston is
struck by a disastrous fire that
sweeps through the business
district.

12-07-1862 - Battle of Prairie Grove,
Arkansas. After bitter fighting,
Federals maintain control of
northwest Arkansas.

12-19-1863 - Union naval forces destroy the
Confederate supply base at St.
Andrews, Florida.

12-16-1864 - Battle of Nashville. The Confed-
erate Army of Tennessee is
shattered by overwhelming
Federal forces.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for November

William Denison Whipple (b. New York).

Civil War Puzzler for December

Whose name is attached to a December
1860 proposal for six U. S. constitutional
amendments regarding slavery, to seek sectional
compromise to avoid war?

. Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, December 21 - Los Confederados -
Confederates In Exile.

Member Kevin Bennett, after all his work
on General Charles Griffin of Granville, now
turns his attention south of the border to those
Confederates who refused to surrender and
emigrated to South and Central America to set
up colonies. His discussion will center on the
history of those colonies and their modern-day
descendants.

.,.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main in
Granville starting at 7:30 p. m.

Ohio Village Christmas

This year's theme will be "An 1863
Country Christmas."

It will center on the Jerome Township
farm community of New California in Union
County during the Civil War.

The township was home to nearly 1,400
people. Almost 25 percent of the population
went to war, one of the highest percentages of
any community in the state.

Costumed interpreters will portray
soldiers from Company E of the 30tIl Ohio
Volunteer Regiment returning on furlough.

The 30th was a battJe-hardened group
that fought at South Mountain, Antietam, and in
the Vicksburg campaign. They were with
Sherman at the battle for Atlanta and on his
march to the sea.

There will be approximately 120 re-
enactors at the village December 11-12. A
Calico Ball is planned for the evening of
December 11.

Holiday hours for the Ohio Village are
11:30 a.m. .: 8:30 p.m. Wednesday' thru
Sunday.

Civil War Institute

Saturday, January 22, 2000 - the Civil
War Institute will present a program on
"Researching the Civil War," from 9:30 a.m. -
noon.

Learn to research the Civil War using
letters, diaries, historic broadsides, and photo-
graphs found within the Ohio Historical Society's
ArchiveslLibrary. Reference archivist John Haas
and chief bibliographer Gary Arnold will conduct
the program.

This behind-tha-scenes event focuses
on the types of Civil War materials housed in the
collections; how to access these materials; and
how to use the information for researching
specific units, family history, and Ohio's role in
the war.

A tour of the library's reading room and a
look at the "stacks" where the materials are
housed will be included.

Registration is required. $51CWI or OHS
member; $7/nonmember. Call 800-686-1541 or
614-297-2606 .
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

December 8, 1999 - Tom Goodrich and Deb Hiebert
- "Wild, Weird & Wacky - Western History 1854-
1880." The meeting is at 7:30 p. m., Chemical
Abstracts, 2540 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

January 12, 2000 - TBA
February 9, 2000 - TBA
March 8, 2000 - TBA

Dates are subject to cbange


