
 

 
 
 
General-in-Chief’s Report 

by 
Tim Maurice 

 
Hello Everyone, 
  
 December is always a 
time of reflection for me as I 
review the year that was. I’m 
pleased with the progress our 
roundtable has made this past 
year and think we are positioned 
for bigger and better things in 
the coming year. I thank 
everyone who has committed his 
or her time and talents for the 
benefit of our group. I’m excited 
about next year’s programs and 
events and especially about the 
social interaction our meetings 
provide. Enjoy the holidays—I  
look forward to seeing everyone 
in January. 
  
Tim Maurice 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF 
COMING EVENTS 

 
Wednesday, January 12, 2011, 
7:00 pm –  Roundtable 
discussion of “The Myth of the 
Lost Cause.” The meeting will be 
held at the Ohio Health Building, 
300 Polaris Parkway, 
Westerville, OH  43082. 
 
 
Tentative 2010–11 schedule: 
 
December 
 no meeting 
 
January 12, 2011 
 Roundtable Discussion—
The Myth of the Lost Cause 
 
February 9, 2011 
 Darl Stephenson—Blazer 
Scouts 
 
March 9, 2011 
 Charlie Fennell—David 
Ireland and the 137th NY Infantry 
 
April 13, 2011 
 Scott Mingus—Louisiana 
Tigers in the Gettysburg 
Campaign 
 
May 11, 2011 
 Jay Simson—Custer and the 
Front Royal Executions of 1864 
 
 Dates are subject to change 
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The Lost Cause 
by 

Jamie G. Ryan 
 

 The South lost the Civil War, 
but southerners have certainly 
held their own in the postwar 
battle to shape historical 
interpretations of the conflict. 
Southern politicians, war 
veterans, and historians 
successfully promoted the “Lost 
Cause” view of the origins and 
results of our national nightmare. 
 The South, so the Lost 
Cause myth goes, wanted to 
preserve its unique culture, and 
slavery was not a fundamental 
basis of that culture. Led by 
valiant gentlemen-officers (for 
example, Robert E. Lee) and 
brave, defiant common soldiers, 
the Confederacy struggled 
against insurmountable odds, 
eventually succumbing to 
numerically but not morally 
superior forces. The myth was 
consciously propagated by 
southerners, often in an attempt 
to rationalize the physical and 
social carnage left by the war. 
 The Lost Cause remains 
influential in popular conceptions 
of the Civil War. In this regard, 
 Lee is more popular than 

Grant (in Civil War literature 
and art Lee as a subject far 
exceeds anything on Grant). 

 Lee and the Army of Northern 
Virginia remain the most 
written-about aspect of 
Confederate history. 
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Adjutant General’s 
Report  

November 10, 2010 
by  

Sheryl Taylor 
   
 Before I begin writing these 
reports, I read my notes straight 
through from the beginning. By 
the end I have relived the talk 
and am usually able to discern 
the theme or at least the main 
points. As I finished reading my 
notes this time, however, I 
realized they reflected only part 
of David Fraley’s talk. I wrote 
phrases such as “Sam Watkins . 
. . 1st Tenn . . . had mission to 
write honestly about horrors of 
war . . . 6 purple hearts . . . 4 yrs 
cost him his youth and 
innocence.” About Brigadier 
General George Maney I wrote 
“started with 11th Tenn, moved 
to 1st . . . Hornet’s Nest at Shiloh 
. . . political appointee but 
brought common sense to 
command.” And of the conditions 
at Perryville itself I wrote “one of 
worst droughts in KY hist . . . 
dusty, 2-8 in. of dust . . . warmish 
for Oct. . . saw the elephant.” In 
my notes I had captured David’s 
words but not their delivery. And 
I believe that their delivery was 
crucial to understanding what 
David wanted us to hear.  
 With his demeanor, his tone 
of voice, his choice of words, I 
think David was trying to show  
us what it felt like to be the men 
of Confederate Brigadier General 
Maney’s brigade and to see the  
elephant. To “see the elephant” 
is an expression used since the 
1830s but one that grew in 
popularity for its specialized 
military definition during the Civil 
War. At Perryville Maney’s men 
saw combat for the first time. 
They lost their innocence. They 
became worldly. They saw all 
that could be endured.  
 To put us into the mind-set of 
Maney’s men, David set the 
stage: On the eve of battle in 
early October 1862, the Army of 

the Mississippi was at the high 
point of their morale. Kentucky 
as in Confederate hands; 
Tennessee was mostly 
Confederate; and civilians all 
across the area embraced the 
Confederates with parties and 
supplies. Belief in the Southern 
cause was strong, as was the 
hope of Southern independence. 
 In what was essentially a 
fight for water, General Carlos 
Buell’s Army of the Ohio and 
General Braxton Bragg’s Army of 
the Mississippi converged on the 
Chaplin Hills west of Perryville, 
Kentucky. Maney’s brigade was 
on the extreme right of the 
Confederate position. As they 
formed a line on a ridge 
overlooking the Chaplin River, 
Federal artillery dialed in on 
them and fired. Sam Watkins’s 
entire regiment saw the elephant 
for the first time as the artillery 
blasts closed in. 
 Maney ordered his men to 
advance. With the eight guns of 
Union Lieutenant Charles 
Parsons’ battery and three 
regiments of Federal infantry 
shooting down at them, at times 
the Confederates crawled toward 
their goal of reaching the guns. 
They fought in hand-to-hand 
combat and with bayonets in and 
around the hot guns until they 
overcame the Union troops who 
ran over and down the hill 
through a cornfield at the bottom. 
Maney’s men followed and past 
the cornfield found yet another 
ridge, this one with twelve guns 
sitting atop it. Maney, whose 
horse had been shot out from 
under him, lead the way up the 
slope of that second ridge. His 
men were hot and dry and thirsty 
yet were so full of the rightness 
of what they were doing that they 
crawled inch by inch up that 
slope as double and triple shot 
canister hailed down on them. 
 In my opinion, David Fraley 
is a gifted storyteller. I could 
almost feel the heat of the guns, 
smell the smoke from hundreds 
of discharged rifles, and taste the 

dust and grit on my tongue. But I 
also felt the hollowness of 
“victory” as David described the 
Confederate withdrawal. 
Speaking of Maney’s brigade in 
particular, David called the Battle 
of Perryville the “zenith of their 
collective frustration.” To have 
fought that hard and lost so 
many and still be left asking 
“what was it for?” “what did it 
accomplish?” must have been as 
difficult for the men of 1862 to 
fathom as it is for me in 2010. 
 Thank you, David, for a 
thought-provoking talk. 
 
 

Wilderness Challenge 
 
 Member Ken Ramsey has 
thrown down the gauntlet of 
challenge. Ken has offered to 
donate up to $500 to the Civil 
War Preservation Trust’s latest 
campaign at The Wilderness, to 
acquire land along the west side 
of Saunders Field. If the 
roundtable contributes $1,000, 
we will get recognition at the 
site. Therefore, please mail a 
check to me at 4879 Veley Rd., 
Delaware, Oh, 43015, by 
December 31, and then Ken will 
match our contributions. If we 
can raise $500, Ken’s match will 
ensure that we are recognized at 
the site.  
James G. Ryan 
 
 

On Detached Duty 
 
 The roundtable would like to 
send out its thoughts and best 
wishes to Patty Barker who’s 
been experiencing some medical 
difficulties of late which have 
necessitated a stay at Mount 
Carmel West hospital. Patty, get 
well soon. 
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Brandy Station Books 

reviewed 
by 

Mike Peters 
 
 Books on Brandy Station are 
limited, both in scope and 
number. This is quite surprising, 
since the battle kicked off the 
Gettysburg Campaign, the most 
documented campaign in U. S. 
military history. Brandy Station 
was the opening act of a brutal 
drama and critics have, for the 
most part, ignored its 
importance. In Gettysburg’s 
massive bibliography, there are 
but a few titles devoted 
exclusively to Brandy Station. 
 The first Brandy Station 
book, written by Fairfax Downey 
in 1959, was Clash of Cavalry: 
The Battle of Brandy Station, 
June 9, 1863. It is outdated and 
lacks the first-person accounts 
now demanded by Civil War 
students and scholars.  
 2002 gave us Brandy 
Station: A Battle Like None 
Other, a Willow Bend book 
written by Richard Crouch. An 
online reviewer calls this an 
“awful book,” criticizing the 
maps, the editing, and the 
author. The reviewer concludes, 
“This is a book by an amateur 
published by amateurs: there are 
no modern maps to help the 
narrative, there are typos and 
words run together. The overall 
effect is poor. Save your money.” 
 In 2006 McFarland Press 
released Brandy Station, 
Virginia, June 9, 1863: The 
Largest Cavalry Battle of the 
Civil War by Joseph McKinney. 
Like all McFarland titles, it is 
quite pricey—$55 for only 340 
pages. (Are you kidding me? 

And they say the oil companies 
“price gouge.”) The maps are 
poor. However, the research is 
first rate, and McKinney knows 
the terrain. 
 In 2008, as part of its 
“Campaign” series, Osprey 
Publishing released Brandy 
Station 1863: First Step Towards 
Gettysburg, written by Dan 
Beattie and illustrated by Adam 
Hook. It is well written, well 
researched, and has been well 
received by readers. But Brandy 
Station needs more than ninety-
six pages to tell its story. 
 Fear not! The History Press, 
as part of its Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Series, has 
given us The Battle of Brandy 
Station: North America’s Largest  
Cavalry Battle, by Eric J. 
Wittenberg. What is missing from 
previous titles can be found in 
Wittenberg’s sixteenth book.  
The maps are plentiful and 
superb, done by Civil War 
Preservation Trust cartographer 
Steve Stanley. It is fairly priced 
at $25. Primary accounts abound 
in the bibliography, with three full 
pages devoted to manuscript 
collections and period 
newspapers. And Mr. Wittenberg 
knows the terrain as well as 
anyone. I do find fault with the 
publishers for not including an 
index. But this seems to be their 
custom, especially as it pertains 
to this series.  
 The author calls his latest 
work an “overview.” He’s being a 
little modest here. Until Clark 
“Bud” Hall’s Brandy Station 
manuscript is released, 
Wittenberg’s book will be the 
definitive work. Wittenberg, a 
self-proclaimed disciple of 
renowned Brandy Station expert 
Hall, is proud to be in such 
company. The Battle of Brandy 
Station: North America’s Largest 
Cavalry Battle justifies the 
comparison.  
 

                            

A Grand Slam 
by Mike Peters 
 
 The best thing you can say 
about a historical work is that it 
“reads like a novel.” I uttered that 
phrase many times, while 
recommending Russell Bonds’ 
first book, the well-received and 
highly acclaimed Stealing the 
General. 
 I didn’t think Russ would hit 
another mammoth blast in his 
next at bat. I thought War Like 
the Thunderbolt would be a well-
researched, historically accurate, 
educational, and entertaining 
book. At best, maybe a strong 
single or a hustling, headfirst 
double. Boy was I wrong! He 
cleared the bases with this one. 
 The most respect a rival 
publisher can give another 
publisher’s book is that he or she 
wished they would have released 
it. A rival publisher made such a 
remark regarding War Like the 
Thunderbolt. 
 There is another Atlanta 
book out there, one entitled The 
Bonfire: The Siege & Burning of 
Atlanta, by Marc Wortman. If you 
are a Civil War guy/gal, War Like 
the Thunderbolt is more for you. 
If you want battle history, “The 
Bonfire” is not for you. Too much 
of the book is antebellum, and 
only a small percent of the book 
is dedicated to the Civil War.  
 If you were starting a library 
on the Atlanta Campaign, with 
limited funds and shelf space, 
there are three must-haves in my 
opinion—Sherman’s Horsemen, 
by David Evans, Decision in the 
West, by Albert Castel, and War 
Like the Thunderbolt, by Russ 
Bonds. (OK, maybe four, if you 
include the fiction of Margaret 
Mitchell.) 
 Do yourself a favor! Pick up 
War Like the Thunderbolt. You’ll 
be glad you did. That is, if you 
like a book you can’t put down 
written by a master wordsmith 
and storyteller. 
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Panorama on Display 
 
 From now until December 
29, 2010, a panorama depicting 
“The Great Locomotive Chase” 
of 1862 will be on display at the 
Ohio Historical Center. Many of 
you may remember when 
Russell Bonds spoke to the 
roundtable in 2008 on “Stealing 
the General,” the story of 
Andrews’ Raiders.  
 Akron draftsman Albert 
Ruger painted his portrayal of 
the Union raid on 7½-by-6-foot 
panels. These panels were later 
spooled on a roll and attached to 
a wooden frame and were used 
in a traveling reenactment of the 
Great Chase. 
 After surviving capture and 
then escape from a Confederate 
prison for his role in the raid, 
locomotive engineer William J. 
Knight took the story on the road. 
A member of the 21st Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, Knight 
traveled throughout Ohio and 
Indiana narrating the great 
adventure as he unrolled the 
paintings one by one. In 1916 he 
donated the paintings to the 
historical society.  
(summarized from an article by Alan 
Johnson in the Columbus Dispatch, 
December 2, 2010) 

 
 

Battlefield  
News 

 
 

VICKSBURG 
 U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
has introduced legislation to 
authorize the expansion of the 
Vicksburg National Military Park 
in Claiborne and Hinds counties. 

The act would allow the National 
Park Service to acquire 
approximately ten thousand 
acres of property in three 
separate parcels, all designated 
“modified core battlefield.” They 
include the Port Gibson Unit in 
Claiborne County and the 
Raymond Unit and Champion 
Hill Unit, both in Hinds County. 
The land encompasses some 
historic homes, namely the 
Shaifer House at Port Gibson 
and the Coker House at 
Champion Hill. After these 
buildings become part of the 
military park, the NPS will be 
responsible for their 
maintenance and security. 

 

 Senator Cochran intends to 
move this legislation forward 
during the lame duck session of 
Congress.  
  
STRASBURG  
 The Shenandoah Valley 
Battlefields Foundation signed 
an option to buy the Island Farm. 
This option secures the land for 
six months while the Foundation 
conducts a feasibility study of 
this property that sits adjacent to 
Cedar Creek. Even though no 
battles were fought on the Island 
Farm, securing it for preservation  
could assist efforts to build trails 
to connect Strasburg, 
Shenandoah National Park, and 
the Fishers Hill battlefield area. 
The Island Farm is also near 
Belle Grove National Historic 
Park.  
(summarized from an article by Amber 
Marra in nvdaily.com) 
 
 

Answer to the  
November Puzzler 

 
Puzzler: Union capture of what 
city is credited with making the 
greatest contribution to Abraham 
Lincoln’s reelection in 1864? 
 
Answer: Atlanta 
  

The War Correspondent    
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 
 
Roundtable Officers 
Tim Maurice 
General-in-Chief 

614-818-9175 
tmkus@wideopenwest.com 

Pete Zuhars 
Inspector General  
 740-363-9542 

zeteman@yahoo.com  
Sheryl Taylor 
Adjutant General 

614-263-6815 
sheryl_taylor@mcgraw-hill.com 

Mike Peters 
Historian General 

614-866-6766 
npeters102@aol.com 

Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 

614-985-3353 
patricia.barker@chase.com  

 
War Council Members 
Brian Hall 
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Wendy Peters 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
 

 


	General-in-Chief’s Report
	by
	Tim Maurice


