
General-in-Chlef's Report
By

PeteZuhars

I have been offered
passes to the pre.saeening of
the movie "Gods and Generals"
to be held Tuesday, February 1~
at approximately 6:30 p.m. at the
AMC Easton TaMI Center. If you
are interested in attending please
contact me to let me know ASAP.
This would be a good time to
invite a friend who might be
thinking about joining the Round
Table.

This is the first month
that we will be using the
Westerville Electric Company as
our nfN( meeting p{ace (see
attached maps). If you have
questions please contact me by
phone. HOME (740) 363-9542,
WORK (614)"431-5626. This is a
very nice venue and should serve
us well.

This is a great time for all
of us to concentrate on bringing
new members to our group.
-Gods and General's· should
peek interest in the Civil War.
There are other people like us out
there. We need to find them.
Please help. With more
members we will be able to bring
in the more noted speaker.;.

Next month we will have
a change in our meeting day. We
will need to move our meeting
back one day to Thursday, March
13~ this should be the only time
we need to make a change. The
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rest of the year we will meet on
the 2nd Wednesday of each
month as before. Hope to see all
of you at the February meeting.

Historian General's
Report
By

Dave Larrick

No report.

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• New meeting place - The
Westerville Electric
Company - 139 E.
Broadway Ave.,
Westerville, OH 43081-
1507. Phone (614) 901-
6700
God's and General's
tickets for the February
1~ pr&-SCfeening.
Contact Pete Zuhars at
home (740) 363-9542 or
work (614) 431--5626. No
later than February 121ft.
March meeti will be
held on the ~ Thursday
of the month. March 13"'.

•

•

Adjutant General's Report
January 8th Meeting

By
Mary Chester

Our January alii meeting was
titled - The Civil War experiences
of the Reverend William
McFarland

The Reverend William
Mcfarland spoke to the mem-
bers 'Of the ROundtable through
Christian Dramatist Cal Rice.

Son of an abolitionist
whose farm became part of the
Underground Railroad, William
Mcfarland was instilled with a
respect for all human lives.
McFarland was a graduate of
Franklin University, known at that
.time as a Scots/Irish hot bed of
abolitionists.

In January 1860 he was
given his first church, the United
Presbyterian Church of Cam-
bridge, Ohio. The Original con-
gregation of 80 grew to around
300 by the start of the war.
McFarland's congregation paid
him an annual salary of $400,
including the three years he
served in the Union /Vrny.

In July 1862 most of the
men of the congregation, in-
cluding their minister joined the
Army. They were called to active
duty September 1862. M~
Farland served with almost one.
third of his congregation.

The Army expected their
Chaplains to give one preaching
service per week. Soon how-
ever, their tasks multiplied.
McF arland soon found himself
fundioning as a teacher, recrea-
tion leader, banker and postman.
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The chaplains also held revivals
and temperance meetings.

In battles the chaplains
marched with their men. They
carried ammunition and water,
urged stragglers back into line.
They helped the surgeons and
listened to the words of the
dying. Through it all they resist-
ed the temptation to engage in
the fight and avenge the loss of
their friends.

After the battles they
visited the sick and wounded in
the hospitals. The chaplains
preached when and where ever
possible.

McFarland, fatigued after
hours of recovering the wounded
from one battle, fell asleep on
the battlefield. Luckily it was a
fellow soldier and not the Con-
federates who found him in the
dark. The incident brought him
to the attention of his command-
ing general, General Wagoner.
The General chided him for
putting himself in harms way. He
then instructed the men to call
the Chaplain "doctor'. Mc-
Farland stated that he preferred
being called "friend" or 'sky pilot"

The 97111 OVI received
their baptism of fire at Perryville,
Kentucky. Their finest hour how-
ever, was the charge up Mission
Ridge. November 1863 found
them on guard duty at Chatt-
anooga, Tennessee. There, as
thousands of horses and mules
died, and men were reduced to
eating whatever they could find,
the words from the Lord's Prayer
"Give us this day our daily bread-
took on a whole new meaning.

General RoSCtans was
removed from command and
General Thomas replaced him.
General Hooker arrived with an
additional 20,000 men. The
survivors of Chickamauga were
made to feel that the Army of the
Potomac was saving them.

General Grant, not fully
recovered from his wound, was
given overall command of the

/vrny. He called on his friend
from Ohio, General Sheridan.
With the arrival of Sherman's
20,000 men, the Union troops
swelled to 60,000. No longer an
Army under siege, they became
a base for attack.

On November 24,
Hooker's forces were sent to
take Lookout Mountain. The 97'"
with the rest of the Army of the
Cumberland was instructed to
stay in the center of the 20,000
Union troops. Generals Hooker
and Sheridan were repulsed
several times. The Army of the
Cumberland was given orders to
make ready. They waited in
silence for the orders, each man
with his own thoughts.

Looking down upon
them, Confederate General
Bragg boasted -those men are
my prisoners. - Surely them men
would meet the same fate, as did
Pickett's man at Gettysburg.
Why it would be like climbing a
wall!

The orders \Wf9 grv8n to
lake the trenches at the bottom of
the ridge and hold. After taking
the trenches however, the Union
forces found themselves receiv-
ing fire from above. "The
Confederates were firing down on
them like ducks in a barrel." The
men understood that to remain
would mean slaughter. But under
General Thomas, the "Rock of
Chickamauga" there was no
option of retreating.

Without orders the boys
in blue began to move forward.
Companies, then regiment's join-
ed in, and the officers could not
hold them back. A worried
General Grant demanded to
know what officer had given the
order to advance. None would
admit to it, because none had.
Grant muttered that there would
be hell to pay if they failed.

But they did not fail.
Hooker held, Sheridan held, and
Thomas's men continued to
advance up Missionary Ridge.

Of course it was not the end of
the war, but it was a decisive
victory. It was also a grand
accomplishment for the gjlh In!

the Army of the Cumberland.
In all, the 97111 was under

fire for 220 days of their service.
Chaplain Mcfarland survived to
retum to his Cambridge conger-
gation.

Answer to January
Puzzler

Concerted fire of 57
cannon in Federal field batteries.

February Puzzler
...

When Federal forces
occupied Charleston, South
Carolina, on February 18, 1865,
how many big guns were
captured?

Ed Bearss
to Return to Ohio

This is a correction to
the previously announced dates.
Ed Bearss will be speaking in
Tiffin, Ohio on April 10, 2003 at
7:30 a.m. for the University of
Tiffin breakfast. The public is
invited. The cost of the meal will
be $7.00, and it will be at
Camden Falls, next to the
Hampton Inn, at the comer of
OH 231 and US 224.
Reservations will be necessary.
For more information call (419)
448-3282.

He will also be speaking
at the Greater Toledo Civil War
Round Table on the evening of
April 10, at 7:30 p.m. For more
information contact Rick Hamer
at (419) 385-9602.

Widow of Civil War
Veteran dies

Gertrude Janeway. the
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last widow of a Union veteran
from the Civil War, died recently
in the three-room log cabin
where she lived most of her life
in Blaine, Tennessee. She was
93.

She had been bedridden
for years, and lived more than six
decades after the passing of the
man she called the love of her
life, John Janeway, who married
her when he was 81 and she
was barely 18.

From The Columbus Dispatch

Ha"/et Tubman Musical

In commemoration of
Women's History Month, The
King Arts Complex in Columbus
will host two performances of the
musical ·Harriet Tubman," creat-
ed and presented by Theatre IV,
a leading company for young
audiences on March t".

Based in Cincinnati and
Richmond, Va., Theatre IV is
working in partnership with the
Cincinnati History Museum in
presenting the Columbus showS.
Bob Evans Restaurants is
sponsoring the musical.

The shows, aimed at
people ages eight and older,
begin at 12:30 p.m and 7:00
p.m. Admission is $5. The King
Arts Complex is located at 867
MI. Vernon Ave.

For more information,
call (614) 645-0642 or visit
www.thekingartscomplex.com

From the OhIo Hlltorical SocIety Echoes

Upcoming CEWA Events

On March 14-15 the Civil
War Education Association will
host - Stonewall Jackson's
Winter Campaign: A Field Tour
of Unger's Store, Bath, Hancock,
Romney, Blue's Gap, Bloomery

Furnace and the Kemstown
Battlefield.

The location is Win-
chester, Va with Gary l.
Ecelbarger.

The times are Friday
8:00 a.m.-Saturday 4:30 p.m.
The cost is $275, which includes
Friday and Saturday lunches.

March 29-30
Gettysburg: A Walking Tour of
Culp's, Benner's and Cemetery
Hills and the Daniel lady Farm.

The location is Gettys-
burg, Pa with Gary Kross.

The times are Saturday
8:45 a.m.-Sunday 12:00 a.m.
The cost is $175, which includes
Saturday lunch.

For full program details
for the above go to
www.CW88,net or
cwea@earthlink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education Association,
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (800) 298-1861 or fax
(800) 550-1347.

Annual Trip

Our annual trip will be
ZW' Manassas. The dates are
April 25-28. The cost will be
1325 which includes
transportation, all meals, and
guides. A deposit of $1 00 will be
due by the March 13th meeting
with final payment due by the
April meeting.

Contact Patty Barker at
(614) 985-3353 for further
information.

National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center

Opening in the summer
2004 in downtown Cincinnati, the
Freedom Center will be a multi-
purpose leaming center with a
performance theater, hall for
interracial dialogue, seven inter-
active galleries, an education
and research center and a net-
work of Freedom Station affil-

iates located in cities across
North America.

Through a series of high-
impact exhibits, presentations
and education programs, the
Freedom Center will being to life
the stories and the heroism of
the Underground Railroad,

For more information or
to lend your support, please visit
www.freedomcenter.org or write
National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center, 312 Elm Street,
Suite 1250, Cincinnati, OH
45202 or call1-866-2Freedom.

Fort Hayes Metropolitan
Education Center..
1'. There is currently a drive

to try and preserve the Civil War
era buildings at Fort Hayes from
demolition. There is a group that
would like to see these buildings
re-adapted for use by the Colum-
bus Public Schools. The Colum-
bus Public School Board plans to
move more programs to Fort
Hayes Center, but into new
buildings.

In the spring of 2002 the
buildings were found to be
structurally sound and could be
adapted at less cost than new
construction. For more informa-
tion contact the Columbus land-
marks Foundation.

You are encouraged to
write to the Superintendent and
School Board Members for the
Columbus PubliC Schools to
save these Civil War era
buildings.

Superintendent, Gene
Harris, Board members
- Jeff Cabot, Betty
Drummond, Andrew
Ginther, loretta Heard,
Stephanie Hightower,
Bill Moss and Karen
Schwartzwalder.

Columbus Public Schools, 270
East State Street, Columbus,
Ohio 43215

http://www.thekingartscomplex.com
mailto:cwea@earthlink.net.
http://www.freedomcenter.org
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, February 12, 7:30 p.m. - the meeting
will be held at the Westerville Electric Company,
139 E. Broadway, WestenoiUe. Ob 43081.

Future Meetings:

Thunday. Marcb 12 - Marshal Brinkman, 1863
u" & 12thCorp In Relief of Chattanooga

April 9 - TBA
May 14 - Frank O'Reilly, Fredericksburg
June 11 - Gary Adleman, Gettysburg
July 9 - Richard McMurry, Atlanta Campaign
August 13 - Ed Bearss

Dates are to ...
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