
General-in-ChieFs Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would like to thank the
21 members and guest who were
able to attend the January 9th

meeting. They heard a very
interesting presentation on the
children who participated in the
war.

I would like to let
everyone now that we are going
to need members who are
interested in running for an
Officers or War Council position
in the election that will be held in
June. So please think about what
position you maybe interested in.
If you have any questions please
talk to the current Officers and
War Council members they will be
more than happy to answer any
questions you may have in
regards to what is involved in any
of the positions. See the last
page of the newsletter for a list of
positions and current office
holders.

I hope to see all of you at
the February 13 meeting. Please
see the Historian General's report
for information on the speaker
and their topic,

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Larrick

Our speaker for the
February 9, meeting will be Greg
Biggs who has given numerous
presentations to our roundtable

Adjutant General's Report
January 9 Meeting

By
Mary Chester
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Dennis Keesee pre-
sented material from his book
"Too Young To Die." A
timely presentation consider-
ing current events in our ever-
shrinking world. Americans
upset by images of child
soldiers fighting' in wars
throughout the world, have
only to look to our own
history to find similar images.

At the start of the Civil
War, Army regulations required:

1. Age 1.8, as the min-
imum age for re-
cruits.

2. Age 21, minimum
age of a recruit with-
out parental consent.

3. Age 12, minimum
age of a musician.

4. Five fee four and
one-half inches, min-
imum height of a re-
cruit.

5. Not applicable,
height requirement
of a musiCian.

6. Musicians could be
enlisted on a trial
basis.

Continued on page 2

over the years.
The presentation is

entitled "How Johnny Got His
Gun." It covers the three major
Confederate supply bureaus -
Commissary, Quartermaster and
Ordnance. It wi" detail how each
department developed as the war
began and how each progressed,
with its successes and failures
being analyzed. It also shows that
the Confederate supply system
was nothing short of miraculous in
some aspects yet an utter failure
in others.

Most students of the Civil
War talk only of battles and
leaders - but the backbone of
every military structure is its
supply system. It has been said
that amateur military historians
speak of war in terms of tactics
and strategy ...;. but the
professionals speak of war in
terms of logistiCS. Without the
bullets there is no bang!

There will be handouts
and a few slides.

Future speakers will be
Noel Fisher on "Partisan Guerilla
Fighting in Eastern Tennessee
1861-1869" for the March 13
meeting and Tom Clemens on
"The Battle of Antietam" for the
April 10 meeting. Mr. Clemens is
also the guide for our April trip.
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Adjutant General's Report continued

During the Civil War, both armies used
musicians of tender years. It sounds like a bit of a
lark, until one considers that these children endured
the same conditions as the men. All endured heat,
cold, rain, wind, mud, snow, ice and poor provisions.

Despite the hardships, the child musicians
were at least shielded from danger weren't they?
No, during the battles, those same children were
expected to put aside their instruments and assume
the role of stretcher-bearer.

Children were not limited to the role of
musician, and many served as regular soldiers.
Thousands of young men joined the regular army
with parental consent. Thousands of others lied
about their ages or were allowed to follow the Army
as a mascot of sorts.

Such was the case of Nat Gwynne, who at
age 15, was accepted by the 13th Ohio Cavalry.
Because of his age and lacking parental consent,
Nat did not pass muster. He was however made
bugler of Company H.

At the battle of the Crater, despite a direct
order from his commanding officer not to advance,
Nat advanced with his comrades. At the height of
the battle, Nat rushed to save the regimental colors.
Despite a wound to his arm and leg, the boy bugler
succeeded in returning the colors to the regiment.

Nat's left arm was amputated just below the
shoulder, but his knee was saved. In December
1864, almost five months after the battle, it was
discovered that Nat had never been mustered. This
was corrected and his muster backdated to May 10,
1864. Although his Army career was ended, the
young hero was awarded the country's highest
medal, the Medal of Honor.

Nat finished his education and became a
lawyer. However, he lived with constant pain and
wounds that never fully healed. At the age of 33, his
promising life ended.

His death can be attributed to the War, as
surely as those comrades lost during the battle.

Nat Gwynne's story is heroic, tragic and sad,
but not unique. As Daniel Keesee stated "young
boys partiCipated in practically every engagement of
the war. Many were wounded, some fell ill, and
others were captured and became prisoners of war. ~

As an American, I am both humbled and
grateful for their sacrifices. As a mother, I am
thankful that our country no longer accepts the
services of boy soldiers.

Answer to January Puzzler

Brig. Gen. Felix Kirk Zollicoffer.

February Puzzler

Who was named senior flag officer of
the nonexistent Georgia navy in February
1861?

Spring Trip

The annual spring trip will be Friday,
April 26 through Monday, April 29. We will be
going to Antietam, South Mountain, Harpers
Ferry and Monocacy. Our guide will be Tom
Clemens who will also be our April speaker.

The cost for the trip will be $300. A
$100 deposit will be due by the March meeting
and final payment due at the April meeting.

If you will be going on the trip please
contact Patty Barker at (614) 985-3353 or at
the February meeting. We must have a count
by February 15.

New Members

Please welcome the following new
members:

Matt Miller
Peter Burnside
Andrew Hinkle

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, February 19'h: Artillery
Fuzes of the Civil War.

Ed McCaul will be discussing the wide
variety of artillery fuzes used during the war. It
was a war in which artillery fuzes made
dramatic changes and the ideas developed
became the foundation for artillery fuzes until
World War II. There will be some actual Civil
War fuzes as well as a reproduction at the
meeting.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main at
7:30 p.m. If you have any questions please

Continued on page 3
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contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or e-mail him
at mccaul.l@osu.ed\!

Ohio Military Ball

February 16 - Ohio Regimental Military Ba".
Hilton Garden Inn. Twinsburg.

There will be afternoon dance lessons, a
musicale, social hour, cash bar, photographer, sutler,
sit down dinner and ball.

The price is $29 per person, pre-registration
January 31.

For information contact Heather Nichols,
(330) 769-3561 or Valerie Francesangeli, (330) 278-
2228.

Kentucky Reenactment

March 22-24 - Battle of Paducah. Union
soldiers will arrive by riverboats with U. S. Grant and
reoccupy the town. Encampments in Noble Park.

This is hosted by the Tilgman Heritage
Center and Civil War Museum.

For information call (270) 575-1870 or
www.paducahtourism·org

Monocacy Battlefield

The National Park Service (NPS) has been
able to purchase the 280-acre •Araby" farm on the
Monocacy Battlefield. The sale took place in
September.

The sale price was $1.9 million. All but
$36,000 of the money came from NPS land-
acquisition funding appropriated in 1999. The
remainder of the funds were provided by the Civil
War Preservation Trust.

The acquisition means that the NPS now
owns or has historic easements on 1620 acres. This
makes the park now 96 percent complete.

On the Araby farm there is a 1780's
Georgian style home, a smokehouse, and a story-
and-a half stone cottage that may predate the manor
house.

The Araby farm was the scene of the most
intense fighting during the July 1864 clash.

The farm will remain off limits to the public
for the foreseeable future.

From The Civil War News

Ohio Historical Center

Beginning on January 28, the Ohio
Historical Center opened a permanent exhibit
titled· Ohioans and the Civil War."

Some of the artifacts that are on
display are: a Colt revolver with shoulder stock
used by John Brown, Jr., namesake of the
abolitionist; a drum that belonged to Frank
Bayless which has a peephole in the side that
allows the beholder to glimpse a faded
photograph of Frank Bayless; captured
weapons and portraiture from the Morgan Raid
along with the key to the Ohio Penitentiary cell
where John Hunt Morgan was held; there is a
Henry rifle carried by Union Major Daniel
McCook who was killed at Buffington Island.

Also in the exhibit are playing cards,
musical instruments, Bibles, sewing kits, and a
rare crude hand grenade.

The museum hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesdays through Saturdays and 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Sundays.

Admission: is $6 for 13 and older, $2
for children 6 to 12, and free for age 5 and
younger. There is also a $3 parking fee.

For more information call (614) 297-
2300.

From the Columbus Dispatch

John James Abert (1788-1863)

At the outbreak of the war Colonel
John Abert was the chief topographical
engineer and head of the Topographical
Bureau

A graduate of West Point (1811), he
held the office starting in 1834 and rose to the
rank of colonel by 1838. After almost 40 years
of service, he retired from the army on
September 9, 1861, before the conflict began
in earnest.

From Who Was Who In The Union
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, February 13, 7:30 p.m. Greg Biggs -
"How Johnny Got his Gun." Chemical Abstracts,
2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

March 13 - Noel Fisher - Partisan guerilla fighting in
eastern Tennessee 1861-1869

April 10 - Tom Clemens - Antietam
May 8 -TBA
June 12 - TBA


