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No report for February.

Adjutant General's Report
January 10,2001 Meeting
Flags of the Confederacy

By
Mary Chester

Greg Bigg's presentation
regarding Confederate flags was
both interesting and informative.
We learned that the flag served a
command and control function.
"The troops moved where the flag
moved.·

The color guard was
positioned at the center of the
company. There the color guard
was responsible for rallying the
troops. Because of their unique
function, they would only fire their
guns in defense of the flag.

The- famous "Stars and
Bars· flag, depicted by Hollywood
as the official Confederate flag,
was in fact the war flag of the
Army of Northern Virginia. The
misconception was due to the fact
that post Civil War writings were
dominated by the Eastern
Theater. The flag originally had
only 12 stars. The 13tti was
added after Kentucky joined the
Confederacy.

The concept of the state
flag began with the Confederacy.
The first state or "Republic· flag
was the Palmetto flag of South
Carolina. The first flag of the
Confederacy, and consequently
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Cliff EckJe of the Ohio
Historical Society added a special
touch to the presentation by
bringing a Confederate battle flag.
{The Society had returned, what
they thought, were all of the
Confederate flags in their
pcssesslcn. The members of the
Roundtable were able to enjoy
this piece of history because this
flag was misplaced for a period of
time.

Thank you to both Greg
Biggs and Cliff Eckle for the
excellent presentation:

Book Raffle

At the February 14,
meeting there will be a book raffle
to help raise funds for our
speaker fund. Please see the
attached flyer for more
information.

If you are unable to
attend the February meeting but
are interested in purchasing raffle
tickets please contact:

Pete Zuhars
(740) 363-9542

Checks should be made
payable to the Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable. Mail to Pete
Zuhars, 4879 Veley Rd.,
Delaware, OH 43015.

Thank you for your
support.

February 2001

the first state flag of the United
States, has remained in existence
since the end of the war. As Mr.
Biggs indicated, the removal of
the Stars and Bars from the South
Carolina Capital still leaves a
Confederate flag flying above the
state!

Most units chose to fly
their state flags, with Texas being
the exception. Only 15 Texas
units flew their state flag. Unique
to the Western Theater was the
use of crossed cannons denoting
captured artillery.

In the short history of the'
Confederacy, there were three
national flags. The Original Con-
federate flag, judged to dosely
resemble the Union flag, caused
confusion in battle. By March
1864, the third and final flag, with
the wide red bar at the right of the
flag, was unfurled.

Originally the flags were
made of silk, and then painted.
Cotton replaced silk, since the silk
did not last long. In 1862, the
Confederacy started to use wool
bunting, made only in England.
Flag size often depended upon
the supply of bunting.

Many of the flags were
works of art, painted by pro-
fessional flag painters. Since
units consisted of men and boys
from the same locale, the citizens
would hire a profeSSional painter
to create a flag to be presented to
their boys.
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New Flag for Mississippi?

A new state flag is supported by six of
Mississippi's eight statewide elected officials.

Governor Ronnie Musgrove signed
legislation setting an April 17 referendum for voters to
decide whether to retire the state's controversial flag
which employs the Confederate battle flag. '

Along with the governor, the Secretary of
State, Attorney General. Treasurer, Insurance
Commissioner and the Agriculture Commissioner
have all declared their intention to vote for the new
flag design.

Although many supporters of the current flag
say it pays homage to soldiers who fought and died
for their homeland, opposition has come on two
fronts.

Some argue that the Confederate battle flag
has be~me too closely aSSOciated with slavery,
segregation and hate groups.

Others worry that the state's image will suffer
if the nation's attention is turned toward Mississippi's
support for the banner.

From the Columbus Dispatch

Hamilton Civil War Roundtable

On March 14, 2001, 6:00 p.m. The Hamilton
Civil War Roundtable will be hosting an evening with
Ed Bearss.

There will be a dinner at the City Club, 3n:t
and High, in the 1st National Bank Building on the
third floor, Hamilton, Ohio.

The dinner is $12.00 due at the time of the
reservation. There will be a cash bar. Reservations
will be taken for the first 100 people.

The topicwas still to be announced.
If you wish to hear Mr. Bearss speak but do

not wish to have dinner this is an option.
. For reservations or questions please contact

Bill Gabbard at (513) 896-9023 or Craig Keller at
(513) 868-9911, or vankeebil!61@aol.com.

Motts Military Museum

This is a non-Civil War related item but since'
we have had a close relationship with the Matt's
family over the years I thought it might be of interest.

The Motts Military Museum will be adding a
new 4O-by-6O-foot wing that will be dedicated
primarily to artifacts from the Vietnam era. A couple
has donated a traveling exhibit of the Vietnam Wall
from the State of Ohio. This will be the premier piece
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in the new wing. Along with old field jackets,
baseballs and other items that veterans and
their family members put on the wall when it
was on display.

A Vietnam medic has donated 110
ph~tograp~s that had been on display in
Chicago titled • Fallen Timbers". These are
photos of soldiers on R-and-R not combat
shots. These will lead people into the new
addition.

The "Gold Star Mothers" have also
donated framed pictures of Ohio soldiers killed
in Vietnam.

On November 8, Ohio Attorney
General Betty Montgomery awarded the Motts
Military Museum a $2,000 check in recognition
of the museum's continuing efforts to educate
visitors. On the same night the city of
Groveport also .presented the museum with a
$2,000 check. Both checks will go toward
construction of the new addition.

From the Worthington News

Shenandoah Valley

One of the many beauties of Virginia's
Shenandoah Valley has always been that much
of it seems little changed since its farms and
small towns were rebuilt after the devastation of
the Civil War. By one count, 325-armed
engagements were fought there during the war.

The 15O-mile-long valley had the
stra~egic advantage for the Confederacy of
getting closer to Washington as it went north
and further from Richmond as it went south.

That happenstance of geography
enabled southern Gen. Jubal Early to break out
of the valley in 1864 and come within five miles
of Washington.

That same proximity to Washington
has put the Shenandoah Valley within
commuting distance of the capital's fast-
expanding northern Virginia suburbs and its
land is now more valuable as subdivisions than
farms. One casualty of the inevitable
development could be the valley's legacy of
battlefields and their pastoral surroundings.

Fortunately, Congress and the U.S.
Interior Department may have acted in time by
establishing the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields
Foundation to manage 10 of the major
battlegrounds and their 20,000 acres of land.

The foundation will have more flexibility

Continued on page 3
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and focus than the overburdened National Park
Service in acquiring land, seeking protective
easements and generally making the sites more
receptive to visitors.

The foundation will have its work cut out for
it. The visitor to New Market who can shut out the
humming drone of traffic from the interstate off the
right can follow the advance of the Virginia Military
Institute's corps of cadets across a battlefield much
the way it was on May 15, 1864. The memorabilia,
some of it heartbreaking from those courageous
youngsters is preserved in a nearby museum that is
now handy to mini-marts and fast food.

The Civil War battlefields are an invaluable
part of the national patrimony and should be
preserved where possible in something like their
original state. The actual battlefields teach a vital
lesson in American history with a vividness and
immediacy that not textbook can duplicate. - Scripps
Howard News Service.

Submitted by Dave Larrick, Historian
General. A big win for the good guys!

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for January

January 5, 1861, six days before Alabama seceded.

Civil War Puzzler for February

What wooden Union steamboat destroyed
the Southern flagship Sea Bird on February 10,
1862?

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the newest members to the
Roundtable:

Jeff & Barbara Clapham
Don Steven

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, February 20th: They didn't like
each other much: Joseph E. Johnston and John
C. Pemberton at Vicksburg.

David Smith will be discussing the stormy
relationship between Confederate Generals Johnson
and Pemberton. Mr. Smith edited a book Compelled
to Appear in Print: The Vicksburg Manuscript of
General John C. Pemberton and will have copies of it
for sale at the meeting.

'.....

Meetings are held in the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main. The meetings
start at 7:30 p.m. If you have any questions
please contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or
mccau1.1@osu.edu

Annual Trip

This year's trip is to Chattanooga-
Chickamauga. The dates are Friday, April 27
through Monday, April 30.

The cost of the trip is $300. A deposit
of $50 is due by the March 14, meeting. This is
to let Jamie know how many are going on the
trip so he can reserve enough rooms.

The final payment is due by the April
11, meeting. Without exception this year.

If you Qave any questions please see
Jamie Ryan at the meetings or you can contact
him at (614) 890-6485.

Make checks payable to the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable. They can be given
to Pete Zuhars at the meetings or mailed to
Pete Zuhars, 4879 Veley Rd., Delaware, OH
43015.

Old Worthington Library Program

On Saturday, February 24, 2001, at
11:00 a.m. in the Worthington Room of the Old
Worthington Library, 830 N. High Street, Mark
Reinhart, Worthington resident and author of
Abraham Uncoln on Screen, will present a
fascinating video montage of Lincoln's film
personalities comparing the facts and films.

Ohio Historical SOCiety's Save
the Flags Campaign

There are two ways to help you can
one is to donate to the Battle Flag Preservation
Fund or by Adopt a Flag.

A donation to the Battle Flag
Preservation Fund will be used to preserve the
flags on a prioritized basis. Adopt a flag
requires a minimum donation of $1,000 and the
donor is then responsible to procure the
remaining funds to preserve the adopted flag.

Make checks payable to the Ohio
Historical Foundation, The Ohio Historical
Foundation/Save the Flags Campaign. 1982
Velma Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211. (800)
647-6921 or (614) 297-2320.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, February 14, 7:30 p.m. - Viewing the
tape made of the Court Martial of General Sherman.
The meeting will be at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510
Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

March 14,2001 - Robert Chambers - Nathan
Bedford Forrest

April 11, 2001 - Someone on Chickamauga?
May 9, 200] - Carnifax Ferry
June 13,2001 - TBA
NO July meeting

Dates are subject to change


