
General-in-Chiefs Report
By

Patty Barker

I would like to thank the
15 members and the guest who
attended the January 12, meeting
to hear Greg Briggs presentation
on Napoleon and Nathan Bedford
Forrest.

Greg went over
Napoleon's tactics and the make
up of his army. He then went over
three battles in which Nathan
Bedford Forrest used Napoleonic
tactics: Sacramento, Kentucky;
Parkers Crossroads and the
spearhead into Tennessee
(Franklin, Nashville, Spring Hill
and Murfreesboro). In each of
these battles Forrest became
more effective at using
Napoleonic tactics. The presenta-
tion also had slides which
enhanced the program.

I hope to see all of you at
the February 9th meeting. Our
speaker for the evening will be
Don Allison. Please see the
Historian General's report for
more information on the speaker
and the topic for the evening.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville,OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (work)
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An uncommonly talented
writer, Coburn was an attorney
before joining the
Sixth Michigan Cavalry in the
summer of 1862. He turned his

, pen to describing life as a
cavalryman in George Armstrong
Custer's famed Michigan Cavalry
Brigade, and later as a POW in
Richmond in late 1863 and early
1864.

Editing and narrating "Hell
on Belle Isle" is newspaper editor
Don Allison, whose two decades
of journalistic work have attracted
honors from both ttie UPI and AP
wire services. In preparing "Hell
on Belle lsle" Allison has drawn on
a lifelong interest and study of the
Civil War. His ancestors fought on
both sides during the conflict.

"Belle Isle is not as well
known as the infamous
Andersonville prison in Georgia,·
Allison said, "But Belle Isle rivaled
Andersonville in terms of the
squalid conditions of neglect and
starvation endured by its
prisoners."

Life on Belle Isle was a
terrible hardship. Leaky, worn-out
tents were provided for the men,
but overcrowding often left men
with no shelter at all. Rain and
cold brought terrible suffering, as
did illness, homesickness and an
almost continual hunger.

Continued on page 2

February 2000

Historian General's Report
By

David Larrick

Our February topic will
take a first person view of Belle
Isle Prison Camp located in
Richmond, Virginia. The following
is a sampling of the first person
narrative with commentary from
Don Allison.

"It is three months since I
was captured,· Union cavalryman
J. Osborn Coburn wrote from
Richmond's Belle Isle prison in
January 1863.

"Then I expected that all
enlisted men would be paroled
and exchanged and returned to
our lines. We were full of health,
heart, hope and spirits. We were
fleshy, having known but little
hunger. We were.confident in our
ability to endure almost anything.
Now we are down, clear dawn,
starved out. Our flesh as well as
hope and spirits are all broken or
nearly so. We get peevish and
irritable, cross, dirty and careless.
Eat like beasts, our faces and
hands begrimed with dirt and pine
smoke and but little inclination to
wash them or strength if we had.·

Coburn's diary is perhaps
the closest a reader can come to
experiencing the horrors of Civil
War prison life. His journal is the
focus of a new book from Faded
Banner Publications, "Hell on
Belle Isle: Diary of a Civil War
POW:
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Historian General's Report Cont

On the evening of Nov. 2, 1863, Coburn and
his comrades were marched from a Richmond
warehouse prison to Belle Isle: "About 8 o'clock we
were ordered to pack up and commence marching.
When we were halted it was upon the celebrated
Belle Island. A part, about 2 % acres devoted to our
camp. I'll leave a description of this horrible filthy
place to some other time. Suffice it now that we were
turned into its dirty streets to "Get along the best we
could till moming,' without overcoats, blankets or
shelter of any kind and only one small stick of wood
to ten men.

"We shivered out the night with but little and
some no sleep. I succeeded myself in crawling in a
tent doorway and lay close to a man so that our latent
heat permitted me to sleep three hours. After that I
walked around till day."

Later that month he wrote: "A little rain and
very raw cold day. No wood and nothing for supper
but the usual two ounces of meat. It does almost
seem as if this infernal Confederate govemment
desires the reduction of our numbers and was
accomplishing it in this slow and barbarous manner
of murdering us. I know they are hard pressed by our
armies on all sides and their means cut very close,
but they might certainly furnish us with wood to warm
us and our rations ... •

On Feb. 4, as he neared the end of his
ordeal, Coburn wrote that "Hereafter I shall not try to
keep a daily record of events as this book is nearly
full and I don't know how to keep another. Suffice it
to say here that general prospects of our release do
not increase except as time passing brings us nearer
to an end - perhaps our own time.·

Unfortunately his end came, about a month
later in a Richmond hospital as a victim of chronic
diarrhea. Cobum lies buried in an unmarked grave in
the Richmond National Cemetary.

Although Cobum didn't survive his ordeal, his
story lives on.

February Speaker

Don Allison is a lifelong resident of Williams
County, Ohio where Jacob Osborn Cobum lived
before moving to Michigan. In 1980 Don received a
bachelor of arts degree in joumalism from the
University of Toledo. After college he covered news
events and worked in advertising for weekly news-
papers, then joined the daily Bryan Times newspaper
as county editor in 1981. He is currently editor of the
Bryan TImes.

..t

During his tenure at the TImes Don
has received writing awards from the UPI
and the Associated Press. He has written
numerous articles on the Civil War which
have appeared in the TImes and the
Williams County Historical Society's award-
winning newsletter, Northwest Historian.

Don's research into the war includes
living history. He is a member of the 100th
Ohio Volunteer Infantry reenactment unit,
and is affiliated with the 116th Pennsylvania
reenactors. Also, he appeared in the motion
picture Gettysburg and the TNT television
mini-series Andersonville.

Don and his wife, Diane, reside in
Bryan, Ohio, with their youngest son, Joe.
Their oldest son, Stuart, is a graphic artist
and designed the cover of "Hell on Belle
Isle."

I hope' to see you at the next
meeting.

Your Servant
Dave Larrick

Annual Trip

This years trip is to Gettysburg. The
dates are April 28, 29, 30 and May 1. '

We will be spending two whole days
on Longstreet's second day attack. The two
half days will be spent on different areas of
the battlefield.

A $100 deposit is due at the
February 9 meeting. This will help confirm
who will be going, so that we can reserve
rooms, a vehicle and guides.

Checks should be made out to the
Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable.

If you have any questions please
contact Jamie Ryan at (614) 890-6485.

If you are unable to make the
Februry meeting and are interested in going
on the trip please mail your check to the
Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable, POBox
1863, Westerville, Oh 43086-1863.

Friends of Freedom Society
Bookfair

Please see the attached flyer and
voucher which will explain how you can help
support the Friends of Freedom SOCiety.



Calendar Of Events

02-16-1861 - At San Antonio, Texas, pro-
Confederate forces called the
UCommittee of Public Safety"
seize the U. S. Army Military
Post and the Federal Arsenal.

02-02-1862 - Minor skirmish in Morgan
County, Tennessee.

02-03-1863 - Below Vicksburg, the "Queen of
the Wesr captures three
Confederate vessels.

02-24-1864 - Along the Texas Gulf coast
around Matagorda Bay, the
Federal Army issues a
conditional amnesty for local
residents.

02-19-1865 - At Columbia, South Carolina
Sherman's men destory most of
the city, burning all railroad
property.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for January

Brig. General Charles P. Stone, January
2,1861.

Civil War Puzzler for February

'Nhere did Union forces win their first
victory in a major battle?

Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, February 16 - TheName of Ericsson:
Political Engineering in the Union Ironclad
Program.

William H. Roberts, an Ohio State Ph.D.,
a retired U. S. Navy surface warfare commander
and author of the book USS New Ironsides in the
Civil War, will discuss the issues involved in the
Union's decision to build a fleet of ironclads,
including of course the Monitor, all based on
Ericsson's revolutionary design. The Navy, in
effect, ·placed all the country's naval eggs in one
Ericsson-clesign basket,"

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main in
Granville starting at 7:30 p. m.

.,,"

Civil War Institute

Saturday, March 18, 2000 - the Civil
War Institute will present a program on
Researching Civil War Ladies' Clothing" from
9:00 a.m. - noon.

OHS curator Kim Feinknopf will conduct
a workshop on ladies' accessories and
underpinnings for the Civil War era.

The program features a look at period
photographs and a discussion about how to
properly date fashion photographs.

Original accessories will be on display.
Coffee and pastries will be served at a

midmorning break.
Registration required $25/0HS or Civil

War institute members; $3O/non-member. Call
800-686-1541 or 614-297-2606.

Exhibit

Major exhibition on Robert E. Lee with
photos, paintings, prints, documents, artifacts,
souvenirs plus effects of the family and close
associates. Opened January 16 for a year.

There will also be related lectures and
programs during the year.

Museum of the Confederacy, 1201 E.
Clay St., Richmond, VA 23219, (804) 649-1861,
www.moc.org.

Lecture

February 20 - Lecture by historian
author Peter E.Cozzens on "Rutherford B. Hayes
and George Crook: A Friendship Forged in Wa~
at the Hayes Presidential Center, Fremont.

The lecture starts at 8:00 p.m. and will
be preceded by a reservation only dinner and
reception at 7:00 p.m. for $25.

For information, (800) 99B-PRES, (419)
332-2081.

Concert

February 26 - Olde Towne Brass of
Huntsville, Alabama, will perform historiC band
music at the McKinley Museum in Canton.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., concert starts at
7:30 p.m. Candlelight tour of the museum before
and after the concert.

Admission: $12. Sponsored by the
McKinley Museum. For information call (330)
455-7043.

http://www.moc.org.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

February 9, 2000 - Don Allison on the Belle Isle
Prison Camp from a first person view. The meeting is
at 7:30 p. m., Chemical Abstracts, 2540 Olentangy
River Road.

Future Meetings:

March 8, 2000 - TBA
April 12, 2000 - Tim Smith on the Gettysburg
battlefield.

Dates are subject to change

I


