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General.in-ChieFs Report
By

Brian Hall

As the first report of the
year I hope everyone had a safe
and happy holiday. I hope if you
lost your power over the holidays
that it has since been restored.

Like me I hope you are
looking forward to the new year
and the great speakers we have
lined up in the coming months.
The roundtable is fortunate that
some of those speakers come
from our own membership such
as Robert Hatton who is the
January speaker (See Historian
General's Report)

Each year we are grow-
ing in membership and I would
like to thank and welcome those
new members and those who will
be joining the roundtable in 2005.

I would like to encourage
the current membership to make
welcome those new members.

I look forward to seeing
you at the January meeting,

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

Answer to December
Puzzler

Drummers

January Puzzler

January2005

What general was
reduced to the unofficial rank of
colonel after having been drunk
at Mill Springs, Kentucky, in
1862?

Historian General's
Report

By
PeteZuhars

Our speaker for the
January 12th meeting will be
Robert Hatton his topic will be:
Just a Little Bit of the Civil
War, As Seen by Private
William James Smith, Co M,
~OVc.

Mr. Hatton has been a
member of our Roundtable since
last year.

He has been married to
Marlene since June 25, 1954.
They have three children and
nine grandchildren.

Mr. Hatton went to
school in the Columbus (Oh)
Public Schools; received a BA
(magna cum laude) from Capital
University; The Ohio State
University; at Middlebury
(Vermont) College he received
an MA (summa cum laude); and
received a Certificate of
Completion from the University
of Madrid. He has received
numerous undergraduate and
graduate scholarships; he
received a graduate teaching
assistantship in Spanish, at The
Ohio State University; grant from
the Institute of International
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Education for graduate study in
Spain; and is a charter inductee
of Linden McKinley High
School's (Columbus, OH)
Academic Hall of Fame.

He has been a teacher
of Spanish, English and Biology
in the Columbus (Oh) Public
School System; instructor in
Spanish at Ohio Wesleyan
University, and a Professor of
Spanish at Capital University.

Mr. Hatton has received
numerous professional honors
such as the Praestantia Award
for Distinguished Teaching, from
Capital University.

He has done consulting
work for the U.S. State
Department, Charles E. Merrill
Publishing (as well as several
others), as well as a Spanish
interpreter for the World
Weightlifting Congress and other
major business firms.

Mr. Hatton has written
the following civil war articles:
"Just a Little Bit of the Civil war,
As Seen by W. J. Smith,
company M, 2nd OVC (Part I,
Ohio History, summer 1975 pp.
101.126); Part II of the previous
article (Ohio History, autumn
1975 pp. 222-242); "Notes and
Incidents along the Way"
(The Cincinnati Historical Society
Bulletin, fall 1980, pp. 209-215)
and "My First Vote" (America's
Civil War, 2004). He has other
publicalions related to his
Spanish educational and leach.
ing background.



Adjutant General's
Report

November 10,2004
Meeting

By
Rory McIntyre

Noah Andre Trudeau,
author of the new book
Gettysburg: A Testing of
Courage, spoke at our meeting
of November 11'h, 2004.

Despite the existence of
myriad Gettysburg histories, Mr.
Trudeau felt another take on the
battle was necessary for several
reasons. First, the major works
on the complete campaign and
battle are aging and most of the
more recent works are micro
histories. Second, for almost the
first century after the battle, the
written histories contained too
much hagiography, southern
politics and spin, (I.e.. the
"sunrise order.") He felt a new
approach, combining analysis
with the anecdotal, was needed.
Finally, "the ruts," long-standing
stories that had long since been
accepted, also needed reexam-
ination.

The book takes a day-
by-day emphasis. He felt that
the actions of July 1" especially
needed a good telling to better
explicate the 11'h Cor~s's role.
In fact, one of the 11' Corps's
regiments suffered the highest
casualty rate of the battle, in-
dicating that they fought as hard
as any other corps.

Mr. Trudeau believes
that Heth executed his mission, a
reconnaissance in force. Heth
found the Union troops in a
defensive posture and returned
to report this. He blames Ewell
for bringing on the general
engagement. Ewell thought Hill
was in trouble and that his
position on the flank was good,
committing his troops to the fight.
Hill, realizing that the Union

troops were turning to fight
Ewell, reluctantly committed his
troops as well and the battle was
underway.

On the night of July 1",
Lee misunderstood the situation.
He didn't use Anderson's fresh
division and could not get a full
sense of the field until the next
morning. In fact, the ANV's lack
of infrastructure made the com-
bination of communication and
coordination necessary to imple-
ment Lee's plans difficult.
Likewise, the brigade leadership
of the ANV lacked leadership to
determine their roles, so each
had a different impression of
their responsibilities. This
problem is exemplified in
Longstreet's first assault on July
2°'.

Lee ordered Longstreet
to move perpendicularly up the
Emmittsburg Road. Sickle's
salient causes immediate reeval-
uation of this plan and Hood
moves 2 brigades into Devil's
Den. The other 2 brigades,
however, continue up the
Emmittsburg Road. Hood failed
to communicate the change in
his attack so the last 2 brigades
follow the first 2 and the assault
fragments.

Lee received inaccurate
reports of the July 2°' actions,
receives no information from
Longstreet or Ewell, so he knows
nothing of the 1" Corps's condi-
tion. He also believes that the
Peach Orchard is a significant
position though E.P. Alexander
knew it wasn't and that Ewell had
gained more ground than he
had. As a result, he uses his
only fresh troops, Pickett's
division, to attempt a break-
through. As they arrived in the
center of the ANV lines, he sent
them against the center of the
Union lines.

Each part of his plan
failed to some degree, relying as
it did on Pendleton's artillery
command and somewhat on

having a single command struc-
ture. First, he ordered an initial
bombardment of the center of
the Union lines but Pendleton
didn't coordinate the firing along
the line and moved the
ammunition trains back from the
lines making re-supply of the
guns far more time-consuming
than the ANV could afford.
Second, he noted the undulation
of the ground, which he knew
would help to protect his troops
from long-range fire. That is, the
ground would help if Pendleton's
fire plan silenced the Union
guns. Next, Lee knew that the
ground between the road and the
ridge would be more dangerous
and needed Pendleton to move
guns up to the Emmittsburg
Road, which Pendleton did not.
Also, he moved his reserve
ammunition far behind his guns
so that re-supplying his pieces
became more difficult. Lee gave
some units secondary orders to
coalesce and form a second
wave but he didn't retain opera-
tion control of these units so the
second wave never formed.

Lee thought the cam-
paign succeeded, since he had
gained his objective of taking the
war to the north. Nevertheless,
he offered his resignation to
Davis as he had failed to deliver
the hoped-for decisive win.
Because he was unable to pro-
vide such a victory, by 1864, his
new purpose was simply to buy
time for the Con-federate
government to pursue a political
settlement.

Was Gettysburg a
turning point? Confederate sold-
iers were not demoralized by the
outcome, and the Union troops
were not imbued with a new
sense of purpose. After the war,
though, the soldiers felt that
something important had
happened there. More import-
antly, Lincoln turned the battle

Continued on page 3



The fonmal dedication of
the newly refurbished visitor
center at the Stones River
National Battlefield was held on
September 18.

The Park spent nearly
$2.5 million on the project, which
nearly doubled the size of the
building and tripled the size of
the museum space.

From The Civil War News

From The Civil War News

From The Civil War News

On September 14, the
Spotsylvania County Board of
Supervisors announced plans to
preserve 140 acres of the Mullins
Fanm. The 788-acre fanm,
consisting of rolling pastures and
cropland along Route 3, has
been the focus of an intense
battle since 2002 when
developers and preservationists
first clashed.

According to Jim Camp
of the Civil War Preservation
Trust, "what we've accomplished
is preservation of the whole
viewshed along Route 3 on the
eastern half of the Mullins Fanm."

Stones River Visitor
Center

Mullins Farm

The database has basic
information on the service
records of 6.3 million Civil War
soldiers. It also includes lists of
regiments from both anmies and
their histories and information
about the battles they fought.

The next phase will be to
create multi-layered Civil War
battlefield maps that will be
available on the Internet. The
Park Service will partner with the
National Geographic Society to
create the maps.

Civil War Soldiers and
Sailors System

Members of the
Cleveland Civil War Roundtable
are seeking to have the U. S.
Navy honor the USS Monitor by
bestowing the ironclads name on
a new submarine.

The first of a new class
of nuclear-powered submarines
(NSSN) has been named the
USS Virginia. The president of
the roundtable Mel Maurer states
"it would be fitting for a sub-
marine of the Virginia's class to
be named the USS Monitor."

William Vodrey, chair of
the roundtable's Committee to
Honor the Monitor, said "the
original Monitor was one ot. the
most famous ships in Amencan
history, but there hasn't been a
warship of that name on active
duty in the U.S. Navy since a
troop transport, launched late in
World War II.

According to Vodrey, the
Navy plans to build 30 Virginia-
class submarines. The
Cleveland Civil War Roundtable
is leading the grassroots effort to
name a submarine for the
Monitor and urges other round-
tables and Civil War buffs to
write to the President, members
of Congress and the Navy
leadership.

For more infonmation,go
to the committees Website at
www.clevelandcivilwarroundtable
.com\honor the monitor.htm

From The Civil War News

On September 27 after
11 years the National Park
Service declared that the com-
puterized database known as the
Civil War Soldiers and Sailors
System (CWSS) was complete.

Cleveland Civil War
Roundtable

Eric
at

let him

New Members

In the Winter 2004
Hallowed Ground Magazine on
page 38 you will find an article
about the donation made by our
roundtable to the Civil War
Preservation Trust for their
Appomattox appeal.

May 14-15, 2005 - Tar
Heel Muster. This will highlight
Sherman's Carolinas Campaign,
including battlefield tours of
Monroe's Crossroads, Fayette-
ville, Averasboro, and Benton-
ville, with a concluding visit to
Bennett Place (Durham, NC),
site of Joe Johnston's surrender.
There will also be an optional
visit to Wilmington that will
feature tours of Fort Fisher and
Fort Anderson, to be led by Dr.
Chris Fonvielle, Jr., the leading
authority on the Wilmington
Campaign.

The cost is $225-$250,
which includes hotels, bus,
lunch and dinner on Saturday
and Sunday. There are a limited
number of seats available.

A deposit of $175 is due
by February 1.

Please contact
Wittenberg
eric@kgmmw,com to
know you are going,

CWPT Donation

Your Obedient Servant,
Rory Mcintyre

North Carolina Trip

into a symbol of every battle of
the war.

Please welcome the
following new members:

Richard Henderson
t'v\aryannOblak

http://www.clevelandcivilwarroundtable
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, January 12, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Robert Hatton - Private William James
Smith, Co. M 2" OVe. The meeting will be held at
the Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

February 9 - Patrick Schroder, Zouaves
Tuesday, March 8- Tim Smith, Champions Hill
April 13 - Eric Wittenberg, Monroe's Crossroads
May II - James Morgan, Balls Bluff
June 8 - Dr. Leslie Gordon, George Pickett

Dates are subiect to chan~e
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