
General-in-ChieFs Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I hope everyone had a
wonderful holiday season and are
ready for a new year and all the
possibilities that it can hoki.

I hope to see all of you at
the January 9meeting.

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Lanick

None.

Adjutant General's Report
By

Mary Chester

The following report is
for the November 14 meeting.
The speaker was Dave Smith of
the Cincinnati Civil War
Roundtable. He spoke on:
COMPEUED TO APPREAR IN
PRINT: The Vicksburg
Manuscript of General John C.
Pemberton.

Dave Smith's presenta-
tion of the memoirs of General
Pemberton reminded me of
something that my favorite
history teacher once said,
"memoirs are written by those
who want to tell their side of the
story:

Confederate General
John Pemberton surrendered
Vicksburg to Grant on July 4,
1863. In his memoirs published

there was no possibility that
Johnston would be selected to
replace him.

Davis had hoped to
solve the problems of coordina-
tion and cooperation in the west
with the creation of theater
commands. Unfortunately, he
chose a man who did not want
these responsibilities and whose
heart was not in his assignment.
Adding to this was the question
of Johnston's physical ability to
fulfill his duties.

Pemberton never com-
pleted his mancscnpt, but did
cover the allegations Johnston
made against his command.

So why was Vicksburg
lost, and who was to blame?
Dave Smith concfuded that the
fault should not be shouldered
by anyone general, but by the
entire Confederate high
command. Neither Pemberton
nor Johnston had proved equal
to the challenge.
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after the war, Pemberton's
commanding officer Joseph E.
Johnston, blamed the loss on
Pemberton and Confederate
President Jefferson Davis.

John Pemberton lost not
only the war; he lost his honor
and dignity. Estranged from his
family in Philadelphia, blamed by
the South for the loss of Vicks-
burg, he at least wanted history
to be recorded fairly and
accurately. Johnston's memoirs
added additional pain to wounds
not yet healed.

Pemberton felt compel-
led to respond to the eight
charges that he believed
Johnston had made against him.
More than 100 years would pass
however, before his responses
would appear in print.

As Dave Smith stated in
his book, he did not intend to
provide a definitive history of the
Vicksburg Campaign, nor a bio-
graphy of either general, but an
understanding of the controvers-
ies of the Confederate command
at ViCksburg.

So frustrated and
displeased by his assignment to
departmental command, within
the first two months Johnston
twice asked Davis to relieve him.
Johnston longed for the
ImpOSSible, reassignment as
commander of the Army of
Northern Virginia. With Lee's
successes in 1862 however,
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Answer to December Puzzler

At Fredericksburg, December 1862.

January Puzzler

On January 19, 1662, what nearsighted
former congressman and newspaper editor was
killed at Mill Springs, Kentucky his first and only
battle?

Spring Trip

The annual spring trip will be to Antietam this
year. Please look for additional information in the
February newsletter.

Chemical Abstracts

Our meetings for the year 2002 will once
again be held at Chemical Abstracts. In December
our organization received approval for all the
meeting dates requested.

Prints For Sale

1. Morning Rid ... - by Mort Kunstler.
Beautifully framed with brass nameplate. Ser.
No. 111511500 Issued 1993. Gen. Buford's
Cavalry at Gettysburg, July 1It, 1863. $900

2. First Sergeant - by Don Stivers.
Framed. Incredible detail, very rare. Ser. No.
26012000 Issued 1987. $1.400

3. ztd United States cavalry - by Don Troiani.
Framed. Issued 1989 (Regimental Series). Ser.
No 1451750. $300

4. The Rlnggotd cavalry - by Ray W. Forqver.
Framed. Ser. No. 161350. 22M Pa. Cavalry.
$200

For more information please contact Ron at:
(614) 537-5929.

Ohio Historical Center

The Ohio Historical Center will be one of
only eight venues in the nation that will host the
National Archives and Records Administration
traveling exhibit, American Originals, which began its
tour in New Vori< City in October. T'WentyAfive
documents covering aspects of our nation's history

ranging from early settlement to military
victories and from civil rights to matters of the
U.S. presidency.

Together, these present some of the
most Significant and compelling documents
from the National Archives holdings. Both
famous and rare, these documents provide
unique insights into the towering figures and
events that have shaped United States history,
and represent the larger historical records held
in trust for the American people by the National
Archives.

The exhibition will be held from Friday,
May 24 through Monday, September 2.

The twenty-five documents are listed
below.

• George Washington'S state-
ment accepting commission as
~Commander-in-Chief of
American forces (1nS)

• Treaty with the Six Nations -
Fort Stanwix (1784)

• Northwest Ordinance of (1787)
• Official Voting Record of the

Constitutional Convention
(1787)

• Schedule of the whole number
of persons in the North West
Territory of Ohio (1801 )

• Louisiana Purchase Treaty
(1803)

• Petition of Harriet Beecher
Stowe regarding the copyright
of her book Uncle Tom's Cabin
(1853)

• Virginia Ordinance of Seces-
sion (1861)

• Letter from King Mongkut of
Siam to President Buchanan
(1861)

• Preliminary Emancipation
Proclamation (1862).

• Lincoln'. nomlnatlon of U.S.
Grant to be Lieutenant
General of the U.S. Army
(1864)

• Order to U.S. Marshals to
arrest Sussn B. Anthony for
illegal voting (1873)

• Thomas Edison's patent appli-
cation for tne electric lamp
(1879)

Conllnued on page 3
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• Printed drawing of Edison's
electric lamp (1880)

• Undertaker's bill to the U.S.
govemment for President
Garfield's funeral (1881)

• Letter from Leon Trotsky to U.S.
Aiobassador(1917)

• Keys to U.S. Embassy in
Petrograd

• Instrument of Surrender
(German High Command) (1945)

• Kennedy's handwritten notes for
his inaugural address (1961)

• Flyer for March for Justice and
Jobs, Martin Luther King's last
march (1968)

• Print of the Declaration of
Independence (1976 National
Bicentennial)

• letter from Neil Armstrong to
President Nixon, inviting the
president to dinner on the eve of
the Apollo XI launch (1969)

• Draft of speech (never delivered)
to be given by President Nixon in
the event of disaster in the
Apollo XI moon-Ianding mission
(1969)

• emancipation Proclamation
(On display for 4 days only:
June 20-23, 2002)

From the Echoes

Battle of Richmond Association

The Battle of Richmond (Kentucky)
Association (BORA) won the bidding on an 1825
homestead and 63 acres of land that played a
significant role in the August 30, :1862battle.

Now that the association has ell the property
and the house, it plans to preserve and interpret the
battlefield and open a museum in the home.

The house was used as a Confederate
hospital during the battle and has slave quarters the
BORA hopes to interpret as well.

From The Civi War News

Antietam View

In September, the Maryland Board of Public
Works approved a $2.7 million expenditure for
conservation easements that included the 22 acres

known as "McClellan's Lookout,' which is part
of a wooded ridgetop on Red Hill.

This tract of land is visible from over 70
percent of the park. There is some evidence
that there was a signal station on the tract.

From The CIvIl W. News

Spotsylvania

In October the Central Virginia
Battlefields Trust (CveT) bought 20 acres of
the Spotsylvania Courthouse battlefield,
including Confederate earthworks.

This $80,000 purchase secures about
one-frfth of the field of battle of May 10, 1864,
where Union Gen. U.S. Grant sent troops to
cross the Po River in an attempt to flank the
enemy's left. 4Jf ..

The property lies a couple of hundred
yards from the National Park service boundary
at Spotsylvania.

The land is woOded and has some nice
earthworks along with individual holes where
pickets were posted.

From The CM War News

Perryville Battlefield Association

On October 16, the Perryville
Battlefield Preservation Association purchased
12 acres of battlefield land.

The property is northwest of town at
the intersection of Whites Road and Hayes
May Roacl. It witnessed some of the heaviest
fighting on October 8, 1862, as both flanks of
the Union army fell bad< to this area. At
nightfall, the battle ended around this site,
which is historically known as the Dixville
Crossroads.

Also near this property. the 2z-t
Indiana Infantry Regiment suffered nearly 70
percent casualties.

The property most recently has been
farm land. A 20U'l-centuryhouse and some
outbuildings will be removed. The land will be
restored as it was in 1862.

The property will be deeded to the
Kentucky Department of Parks which manages
the battlefield, and eventually the site will be
interpreted and opened to the public.

From The CNi Wet Newt
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Future Meetings:

February 13 - TBA
March 13 - TBA
April 10 - TBA
May8-TBA
June 12 - TBA


