
General-In-Chlefs Report
By

Patty Barker

As always I would like to thank
those members and guest who were
able to make the December meeting.

I hope to see everyone at the
January 13th meeting when Greg
Biggs of the Dayton Ohio Civil War
Roundtable will talk about the Army of
the Heartland: The Army of the
Tennessee. Greg has talked to our
roundtable on several other occa-
sions. He also was the guide for our
April 1998 tour of the March 1864
Atlanta campaign.

You are invited to bring a guest.
Enclosed you will find more infor-

mation about the Sherman Birthday
Dinner on February 13, 1999.

I would like to thank all of those
members who have been distribut-
ing our recruiting brochure. Please
continue to check each location to
see if the supply of brochures needs
to be replenished.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville,OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (Office)
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New Book

Gettysburg's Forgotten Cavalry
Action's by Eric J. Wittenberg.

The book focuses on three cava-
lry operations, all of them fought south
of town during the final hours of the
third day's battle after Pickett's re-
pulse.

David F. Riggs a museum cura-
tor with the National Park Service at
Colonical National Historical Park at
Jamestown, reviewed the book for
The Civil War News. Mr. Riggs stat-
ed "Mr. Wittenberg has written a
clear, concise volume that is useful
both in the library and when visiting'
this part of the battlefield."

As many of you know Eric is a
longtime member of our roundtable.

The book was published by
Thomas Publications, P. O. Box
3031, Gettysburg, PA 17325, the
cost is $12.95 plus shipping.

The Civil War Institute

I have recently received informa-
tion about the Civil Institute of the
Ohio Historical SOCiety.

Irs mission is to further the under-
standing, interest, and study of the
American Civil War and the impor-
tant events that led to and resulted
from that conflict. Through lectures,

( .

seminars, reenactments and other
living history programs.

Some of the programs for 1999
are:

February 20 - Hands on Re-
search in the OHS
Library.

March 20 - Civil War Era Cloth-
ing for Women.

April 15 - The Civil War Generals
Series: " Stonewall
Jackson" with Dr.
James I.' Robertson,
Jr.

May 15 - The Civil War Generals
Series: "Ulysses S.
Granf' with Professor
John Simon.

For more information contact the
Ohio Historical Society at (614) 297-
2679 or their web site:

www/ohiohistory.org (click on
People)

Historian General's Report
by

Dave Larrick

None.



Perryville Development

The Perryville Battlefield Preserva-
tion Association has engaged a team
of consultants to prepare a master
interpretive and development plan for
the 7,000-acre National Historic Land-
mark area of Perryville.

The plan will provide a blueprint
for how the battlefield will look in the
future and will guide the visitors exper-
ience in this historic area according to
PBPA president Clarence Wyatt.

On September 23, the association
hired a team representing six different
entities. This inter-disciplinary team
will provide a wide range of expertise,
including consensus-building, heritage
development, preservation planning,
landscape architecture, graphic de-
sign and historic interpretation.

The interpretive plan will provide
guidelines for walking and driving
trails, museums, signs and brochures.
The consultants will also research and
create 25 fiberglass imbedded inter-
pretive signs that will be placed in the
town of Perryville and around the
battlefield.

The consultants recognized that
local community support is essential
for the success of this plan, so some
of the Perryville residents have been
invited to serve on the selection
committee.

Funding for the interpretive plan
will come from a Federal Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
award that the project received in
1993. The Perryville Battlefield Pre-
servation Association has used this
funding to place near1y 270 acres of
the Perryville battlefield under perman-
ent protection.

From The Civil War News

Samuel Ruth (1818-1872)

As the Northem-bom super-
intendent of transportation for the
vital Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac Railroad, Samuel
Ruth was in an advantageous
position to obtain military informa-
tion, and that is exactly what he did
as one of the most effective of
Union spies.

Ruth was a Pennsylvania
mechanic who had moved to Vir-
ginia in 1839 and eventually rose
to his important posiuon with the
rail line.

During the ear1y years of the
war it has been claimed that he
deliberately hampered Confed-
erate military operations by slow-
ing the movement of troops and
food supplies. More than once
General Lee requested that Ruth
be superseded by a military trans-
portation expert but this was never
acted upon. However, there is no
question that in 1884 and 1865 he .
was actually a Union agent.

During this period he reported
on supplies and guards along his
lines, blockade runners' supplies
transferred to rail lines, troops de-
tached from Lee's army to North
Carolina, the size of rebel forces
in the Shenandoah Valley and
southwestem Virginia, the supply
crisis and attempts to remedy it,
and that an attack was planned at
Petersburg on Fort Stedman. Un-
fortunately this last report was not
acted upon.

Living in Richmond, he also
served as part of the underground
aiding escaped prisoners and de-
serters to reach the Union lines.
This last activity ceused his arrest
on January 23, 1865, but no one in
authority could believe the charges

.
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against such a respected citizen,
and he was released nine days
later. The Richmond Whig was out-
raged by the arrest.

After the war he continued in his
position and served as a revenue
collector. Repeated requests for
compensation netted him only $500,
while General George Sharpe be-
lieved he deserved $40,000 or
more.

From Who Was Who In The Union

Andrew Barry Moore (1807-1873)

Upon its secession on January
11, 1861, the state of Alabama was
already in a good position for de-
fensse due to the actions of its gov-
emor, Andrew B. Moore. A South
Carolina-bom lawyer, he had enter-
ed the Alabama legislature in 1839
and served two years as the speak-
er of the lower house. In the 1850's
he was a judge and was elected
govemor in 1857. A staunch Dem-
ocrat. he was a long-time advocate
of secession.

One December 24, 1860, he
ordered the seizure of all army de-
pots in the state, gaining valuable
supplies for the Confederate cause.
He also, offered troops to South
Carolina before his own state's sec-
ession. Further aid was sent to
Florida for the capture of Pensa-
cola.

With a constitutional provision
barring another term, he left office
on December 2, 1861. He then be-
came and aide to Govemor John G.
Shorter and, later to Govemor
Thomas H. Watts. At the close of
the war he was arrested by Union
authorities but soon was released
due to his poor health. Until his
death he practiced law.

From Who Was Who in the Confederacy



6:00 p. m. - Elk's Lodge
129 East Main Street
Lancaster, Ohio
Cash Bar
Cheese and Crackers

EIGHTH ANNUAL
SHERMAN BIRTHDAY DINNER

FEBRUARY 13 ,1999

Elk's Lodge
Lancaster, Ohio

You are invited to an evening of music, dining and celebration WithGeneral and Mrs. Sherman.

7:00 p. m. - Elk's Lodge
Dinner which indudes:
Basket of Hardtack (bread and rolls)
Gold Rush Green Salad
Bull Run Breast of Chicken
Westem Theater Boiled Red Potatoes
Atlanta Peas
Tecumseh Birthday Cake
Campaign Coffee

After Dinner - Sherman House

Registration forms Withchecks payable to Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable must be received by January 31, 1999.
Mail your check and registration form to: The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable, P. O. Box 1863,
Westerville, OH 43086-1863.

The cost for the evening is $18.00 per person.

Eighth Annual Sherman Birthday Dinner

Name: Phone Number: _

Name: Phone Number: _

Name: Phone Number: _

Name: Phone Number: _

Amount due = $ ($18.00 PER PERSON)

Return to: The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable
P. O. Box 1863
Westerville,OH 43086-1863

DUE BY JANUARY 31, 1999



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

01-06-1861 - New York City Mayor
Fernando Wood propos-
es that if the Union is dis-
solved, New York should
become a free city, trad-
ing with both North and
South.

01-22-1862 - Federal blockading
ships attack Aransas
Pass, Texas.

01-27-1863 - The editor of the "Phila-
delphia Journal" is arrest-
ed and charged with pub-
lishing anti-Union mater-
ial.

01-14-1864 - Captain William Kelly's
Company of "Texas
Mounted Men" attack a
Federal naval forage
party near Big Bayou,
Calhoun County, Texas.

01-16-1865 - Off Aransas Pass, Texas
the Confederate schoon-
er Mary Agnes, loaded
with cotton bales is de-
stroyed by the USS

. Penobscot.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for December

Saltville, Virginia, December
1864.

Civil War Puzzler for January

Where was the first gun fired in
defense of the Union?

Granville Civil War Roundtable

Tuesday, January 19 - "Con-
federate Prisoners on Lake Erie:
Johnson Island Through the Eyes
of Captain John Dooley".

Dr. Anthony Llsska one of the
founding . members and former
head of the Granville Civil War
Roundtable, will talk about the
Union prison camp on Johnson's
Island, with special emphasis on
the diary kept by John Dooley.
Dooley, a Richmond native who
was part of Pickett's Charge and
was captured at Gettysburg, was
incarcerated on Johnson's Island
until February, 1865. Throughout
his prison time. Dooley kept a
very "chatty" diary which Dr. Lisska
believes offers valuable insights
into the conditions on Johnson's
Island.

The meeting is at 7:30 p. m.
in the Old Academy Building at
Elm and South Main streets. .

Antietam National Battlefield

On September 3, the Roulette
Farm at Antietam, was purchased
and donated to the Antietam
National Battlefield Park.

The 179-acre farm across
which Union troops assaulted the
infamous Bloody Lane, was
acquired by the Richard King
Mellon Foundation. The founda-
tion turned it over to the park on
the same day.

Because of a 1 year lease-
back arrangement public access
will be barred. Once the arrange-
ment is completed special tours

will be permanently opened. to the
public.

Superintendent John Howard
stated that for the first time visitors
will be able to experience "the
Union view of Bloody Lane,"
Howard said he and his staff will
spend the winter planning access to
the Roulette Farm, including a walk-
ing trail from Bloody Lane that will
provide a Union view of the Confed-
erate position in the road.

The farm includes a house and
bam and a half-dozen other out-
buildings, including slave quarters,
the park historian believes were
present during the battle. Special-
ists will survey the buildings and
archaeologists will search for the
large burial trenches where 700
Confederates were interred.
Howard said he did not know if the
bodies were ever dug up for rebur-
ial elsewhere.

The rolling terrain served as
the staging area for 10,000 Union
troops in the Bloody Lane assault.
The initial stage of the attack itself
traversed the farm, with Union
troops suffering 5400 casualties in
the attack on the lane. William
Roulette, his wife and five children
hid in the farmhouse basement dur-
ing the battle.

It was also, a Federal signal
station and a field hospital.

The purchase brings the park's
holdings to 1600 acres within the
4100-acre park boundary. The
park holds easements on most of
the rest of the land with only 300 to
400 acres still in private ownership.

From The Civil W.r News
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ROUNDTABLE OFFICERS

Patty Barker, General-in-Chief
-Bill Lennox, Inspector General
Bill Kavage, Adjutant General
Howard Strouse, War Council Commander
David Larrick, Historian General
Patty Barker, Chief Signal Corps
Peter Zuhars, War Council Member
Tony Ten-Barge, War Council Member
Judith Bennett, War Council Member
Ed Chapdelaine, War Council Member

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

!
January 13, 1999 - the speaker will be
Greg Biggs on the Army of the Heart-
land: Army of the Tennessee.
The meeting will be 7:30 p. m., at
Chemical Abstracts - 2540 Olentangy
River Road.

(614) 841-0760
(740) 861-1779
(614) 524-6161
(740) 864-2681
(740) 369-1309
(614) 841-0760
(740) 363-9542
(614) 847-1663
(740) 759-1706
(740) 545-6696

Future meetings:

February 13, 1999 • Shennan Dinner
March 10, 1999
April 14, 1999
May 12,1999'
June 9,1999

Dates are subject to change
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