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Greetings! 
 I want to thank you for electing 
me president of the COCWRT at our 
June meeting. I am looking forward 
to the challenges and achievements 
of the next two years.  
 Because I am fairly new to the 
round table, I still need to become 
acquainted with many of you and 
hope you will take time to meet with 
me and introduce yourselves. I am 
wide open to new ideas to enhance 
our meetings and programs and 
would appreciate you sharing your 
thoughts with me. 
 Please take time to thank Tim 
Maurice for six years of outstanding 
leadership as president of the round 
table. We have benefited very much 
from his dedication, and I look 
forward to his continued advice and 
counsel. 
 June was the month in which 
annual membership dues were to be 
paid. I thank all of you who have 

date:  
Wednesday, July 13, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Otterbein University Chapel 
on Cochran Alley near Grove Street  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
Eric Jacobson—Baptism of Fire at 
the Battle of Franklin 

this month’s meeting 

 

 With your support, 
we raised $28 from the June book 
raffle. Thank you! 

 

 This month we will meet in our 
new, “permanent” location in the 
Otterbein University Chapel. We 
hope this will be our last move for 
quite a long time.  

The chapel is on Cochran Alley 
near Grove Street. 
It is building number 30 on the 
Otterbein University map. A PDF 
of this map is available on our 
website. 
PARKING is permitted in any of 
the nearby lots.  

 Driving directions to the chapel 
are the same as for our meeting 
place last month. 
 
From the NORTH: Take I-71 south to 
Gemini Place. Exit, and turn left on 
Gemini Place. Follow the road as it 
turns to the right (this is Orion 
Place). Turn left (east) on Polaris 

(continued on page 2) 

done so and would encourage those 
who haven’t paid to take time to do 
so. The dues are a small price to pay 
for the programs and fellowship the 
round table provides. 
 Wishing you a happy 4th, and I 
am looking forward to our get 
together on July 11th to learn about 
the Battle of Franklin. 

http://centralohiocwrt.wordpress.com/
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 Author Chris Kolakowski shared 
with us his book The Stones River 
and Tullahoma Campaign: The Army 
Does Not Retreat, part of the Civil 
War Sesquicentennial Series. 
 Perhaps no unit exemplifies the 
near total success of Union General 
William S. Rosecrans mid-1863 
Tullahoma Campaign in Tennessee 
more vividly than the newly formed 
mounted infantry brigade of Colonel 
John T. Wilder. 
 Wilder was able to outfit 1,500 
men of the 17th and 72nd Indiana 

regiments and the 98th and 123rd 
Illinois regiments with mounts and 

equipment due to Rosecrans’s 
continuous badgering of the War 
Department for more cavalry. 
Armed with seven-shot Spencer 
repeating rifles and long-handled 
hatchets, the brigade was quickly 
dubbed the “Hatchet Brigade.” 
 Rosecrans’s 60,000-strong Army 
of the Cumberland took off south 
from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in 
the wee hours of June 26 to attack 
the 45,000 men of General Braxton 
Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. 
Seventeen straight days of rain 
turned the campaign in a muddy 
mess. 
 Bragg had retreated in early 
January 1863 some 30 miles south 

of Murfreesboro, following his 
defeat at Stones River, to the Duck 
River behind the Highland Rim. 
Bragg’s front was spread across a 70
-mile west-to-east expanse of gaps 
principally from Shelbyville to 
Manchester. Well entrenched on the 
easily defended heights overlooking 
Guy’s, Liberty, and Hoover’s Gaps, 
Bragg nevertheless positioned only 
pickets and small units on these 
cliffs. This proved to be one of his 
many mistakes. 
 The Confederates were 
concentrated under General 
Leonidas (Bishop) Polk at Shelbyville 
and General William Hardee near 

Wartrace to the east. Hardee was 
positioned to reinforce gaps in 
either direction. At each flank were 
cavalry under Joe Wheeler and 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. 
 Rosecrans’s strategy was to blow 
through Liberty and Hoover’s gaps 
and get behind Bragg’s army at the 
bridges of Allisonia on the Elk River 
south of Tullahoma. Bragg expected 
Rosecrans to assail the Confederate 
left flank at Shelbyville through the 
easily passable Guy’s Gap. Rosecrans 
appeared to do this by having his 
reserve corps under General Gordon 

(continued on page 3) 

Parkway toward Cleveland Avenue 
(2 miles). Turn right (south) on Africa 
Road, which becomes West Street. 
Travel approximately 1.5 miles on 
Africa Rd./West Street. Turn left on 
Main Street, and travel 0.2 miles. 
 
From the SOUTH: Take I-71, Route 
315, or Route 23 to I-270 East 
(Wheeling) on the north side of 
Columbus. Follow I-270 to OH-3 
north (exit 29) toward Westerville. 
Travel 2 miles north, and turn left on 
West Main Street, and travel 0.2 
miles. 
 
From the EAST or WEST: On I-70, 
take I-270 north (Cleveland). Travel 
8 miles on I-270, and exit on OH-3 
north (exit 29) toward Westerville. 
Travel 2 miles north, and turn left of 
West Main Street, and travel 0.2 
miles. 
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Granger feint in the direction of 
Shelbyville. 
 The real action took place to the 
east in the other two main gaps. 
Hoover’s Gap, a very narrow four-
mile pass between 1,100-foot ridges, 
was woefully underdefended by a 
single cavalry unit. General George 
Thomas was to take Hoover’s Gap. 
Speed was of the essence. The task 
of taking Liberty Gap six miles to the 
west was given to General Alexander 
McCook. 
 Wilder’s mounted infantry took 
Hoover’s Gap so fast that his Hatchet 
Brigade soon became the Lightning 
Brigade, a nickname that stuck for 
the rest of the war. Wilder then held 
the gap against the forces of William 
Bate and Bushrod Johnson. 
 Meanwhile, at Liberty Gap the 
39th Indiana under Thomas Harrison 
found only two enemy regiments 
and, with help from August Willich’s 
all-German 32nd Indiana brigade, 
executed a series of flanking 
movements to hold the gap. McCook 
reinforced these forces later in the 
day. 
 Extremely poor cavalry 
reconnaissance and communications 
prevented Bragg from knowing 
precisely what was happening. When 
he realized that the Union 

 

Puzzler:  There are thirteen stars in 
the Confederate battle flag. How 
many states were in the 
Confederacy? 
 
Answer:  Eleven—The other 
two stars were for the 
secession governments of 
Kentucky and Missouri. 

demonstration north of Shelbyville 
was a feint, he ordered Polk to 
march through Guy’s Gap at night 
and get behind the Union army. Polk 
objected, and the operation was 
called off. In fact, both Polk and 

Hardee loathed Bragg, distrusted 
him, and were in the dark as to his 
strategy. On his own, Hardee 
withdrew toward Wartrace instead 
of moving to Manchester where he 
could have contested Thomas’s 
breakthrough. Bragg's dysfunctional 
band of backbiters was showing its 
ineptitude. 
 Given the Union advances, Bragg 
ordered Polk and Hardee to 
withdraw south to Tullahoma on 
June 27. 
 But Wilder was not finished. On 
June 28 he raided railroads as far 
south as Decherd, drove off a 
garrison of the enemy, tore up three 
hundred yards of rail line, and 
burned a rail depot stocked with 
rations. Wilder’s men then rode 
southeast to University Place 
(Sewanee) where Bishop Polk had 
founded the University of the South 
a few years earlier. There, they 
destroyed a branch railroad. By 
noon on June 30, Wilder was back in 

Manchester, having suffered not 
even a scratch. 
 That same day Bragg withdrew 
farther south across the Elk River. 
Polk and Hardee convinced him to 
withdraw farther, to Cowan. As this 
position was poorly defended, 
Bragg, without consultation, ordered 
his army south to Chattanooga on 
July 3. 
 Thus ended one of the most 
successful Union campaigns of the 
war. Rosecrans had outmaneuvered 
Bragg from strong defensive 
positions. The Confederate army 
had been driven decisively out of 
middle Tennessee. Union casualties 
numbered only 569 with 83 killed. 
Bragg did not report his killed in 
action, but some 1,600 were 
captured, mainly Hardee’s men. 
Furthermore, John Hunt Morgan had 
ridden off on his foolhardy raid 
through southern Indiana and Ohio, 
resulting in his defeat at Buffington 
Island and the capture of virtually 
his entire force, denying Bragg his 
critical services in the Tullahoma 
campaign. 
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 In the fall of 1864, the American 
Civil War was three and a half years 
old. More than half a million soldiers 
were already dead, and the war 
dragged on with cruel impunity. 
That autumn the beautiful hills and 
valleys of Middle Tennessee bore 
witness to the last great campaign of 
the war, one that ultimately helped 
decide its outcome. At Franklin a 
fateful and vicious battle would be 
fought, one that remained seared in 
the minds of those who managed to 
survive it. In the midst of its awful 
fury were three regiments of United 
States soldiers who had never 
before been in combat. These men 
from Missouri and Ohio played key 
roles in determining the conclusion 
of the battle, and never before has 
their story been fully understood or 
explained.  
 Eric Jacobson’s Baptism of Fire is 
a detailed and compelling look at 
these long-forgotten regiments, with 
much emphasis on the men who 
composed them. Much more than a 
battle history, this book relates the 
individual stories of the soldiers who 
left their homes to fight for what 
they believed to be right and how 
they ended up at a place called 
Franklin. 
 Eric Jacobson has been studying 
the American Civil War for nearly 
twenty-five years. A Minnesota 
native, Jacobson lived in Arizona for 
more than a decade before 
relocating to Middle Tennessee in 
2005. He is the author of For Cause 
& for Country: A Study of the Affair 
at Spring Hill and the Battle of 
Franklin (2006), a project which 
encompassed nearly ten years. 
Jacobson’s second book, The 

McGavock Confederate Cemetery, 
was published in April 2007. His 
third book, Baptism of Fire, which 
details the roles of three Federal 
regiments at the Battle of Franklin, 
was released in September 2011. 
 Jacobson lives in Spring Hill, 
Tennessee, with his wife, Nancy, and 
their two daughters. He is currently 
the chief operating officer and 
historian for the Battle of Franklin 
Trust, which manages the Carter 
House and Carnton.  

 

 Unbeknownst to many of us, 
COCWRT member Eric S. Johnson 
has spent the past ten years 
researching and writing about a 
topic close to his heart—honoring 
the soldiers who fought during the 
Western Indian Wars. Even as the 
United States celebrated the end of 

the American Civil War in May 1865, 
violence continued in the West, as it 
would for much of the rest of the 
century. Indians, pushed ever 
westward by the encroachment of 
civilization, fought back. They made 
war upon the settlers, the 
infrastructure, and the economy of 
the West, while men of bad 
character attempted to gain their 
own advantage. Indeed between the 
end of the Civil War and the turn of 
the century, the men of the U.S. 
army were called to service on the 
Western frontier. More than twelve 
hundred men answered their 
nation’s greatest calling, giving their 
lives in service to their country. 
These men, their service, sacrifice, 
and heroism are finally recognized in 
Eric’s first book. 
 Eric’s meticulous research has 
culminated in a 400-page hard cover 
book with more than 65 
photographs. No Greater Calling: A 
Chronological Record of Sacrifice and 
Heroism during the Western Indian 
Wars, 1865–1898, published by 
Schiffer Books, will be available in 
October, but Eric wouldn’t mind at 
all if you preordered it now. Check it 
out at www.schifferbooks.com and 
www.amazon.com. 
 Congratulations, Eric! 
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Rear Admiral David D. Porter, 
commanding the 
Mississippi Naval 

Squadron, had an oddity 
concerning horses. 

What was it? 

2012 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
August 8, 2012 
 Joe Reinhart—9th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry 

 
September 12, 2012 
 Tom Clemens—Ezra Carman 
and the Maryland Campaign of 
1862 
 
October 10, 2012 
 Howard Strouse—The 
Mormons in the 19th Century 
 
November 14, 2012 
 J. D. Petruzzi—Topic to Be 
Determined 
 
December 12, 2012 
No Meeting 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all 
meetings are held at  

7:00 p.m. 
at Otterbein University Chapel  

on Cochran Alley 
near Grove Street 

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

 Round table member Jeff Rodek 
has generously proposed a matching 
program for 2012 to raise funds for 
use by the COCWRT. 
 

 For each COCWRT member who 
donates to the COCWRT 
preservation fund, Jeff will 
match the donor’s contribution 
dollar for dollar up to a total of 
$250. 

  
 For each person who joins the 

Civil War Trust as a new 
member* (minimum $35 
membership level), Jeff will 
donate $100 to the COCWRT’s 
preservation fund. If that person 
is not a member of COCWRT, 
part of Jeff’s $100 will be used to 
cover the donor’s first year’s 
dues. The balance will go to the 
COCWRT’s fund. 

 
 For each COCWRT member who 

joins the Civil War Trust* as a 
Color Bearer (minimum $1,000), 
Jeff will donate $250 to the 
COCWRT. The donor can be a 
current CWT member at any 
level below Color Bearer. 

 
 Make checks payable to Central 
Ohio Civil War Round Table. Write 
Rodek Fund on the memo line. 
 
* Donors participating in either 
option 2 or 3 of this matching 
program should notify Frank DeLuca 
(fdeluca@civilwar.org or 202-367-
1861) that they are donating as part 
of the Rodek Challenge Fund.  

 

The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 
 

 

 Glen Echo Ravine in Clintonville 
was host to two Union army camps 
during the Civil War, including Camp 
Thomas, commanded by General 
Lew Wallace. The six thousand 
soldiers at Camp Thomas 
encouraged the development of 
businesses along the west side of 
North High Street. Glen Echo Ravine 
celebrates its 100th birthday this 
year with festivities set for July 14. 


