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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

I would like to thank our
June 8th speaker Dr. Lesley
Gordon for her informative talk on
George Pickett and his wife. As
always I would also like to thank
all the members and guest who
attended the meeting.

There are still a few of
you out there who have not paid
their dues. I need not tell you
how important they are you can
tell by the quality of speakers we
have each month. I would like to
thank everyone who has paid his
or her dues.

On a sad note two well
known members of the Civil War
community have passed away
they are Shelby Foote and Brian
Pohanka.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the July meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

Answer to June
Puzzler

Drewry's Bluff, (of Fort
Darling), Virginia, June 15, 1862.

July Puzzler

Who was captured first
at Williamsburg, Virginia, in May
1862, a second time at Gettys-

July 2005

burg in July 1863, and was
arrested a third time by Federal
troops the night of Lincoln's
assassination, although the war
was then over?

Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the July
13th meeting will be Howard
Strouse his topic will be: Ben
Butler.

Howard is a native of
Ohio. He graduated from high
school in Sharon, Pennsylvania.
He completed his undergraduate
work at Columbia College and
the University of Missouri,
Kansas City, majoring in Criminal
Justice with a minor in History.

He served at the Army
Intelligence Center, Fort Holibird,
in Baltimore, Maryland. Howard
met his wife of 40 years Pat
there. Upon resigning from the
military he began a career as a
Federal Special Agent with the
Department of Defense.

Howard has been fascin-
ated with history from boyhood.
He has traveled in 22 countries
and 48 states, and has always
been interested in how things
evolved and grew in our country.
His particular favorite is Nine-
teenth century America, especi-
ally the Civil War period.

Howard has given
presentations at universities, civil
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war roundtables, libraries, social
and fraternal organizations,
history seminars and events. He
is a Civil War re-enactor, a
member and past General-in-
Chief of the Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable, and an active
member in two others. He is a
participating member of the Civil
War Education Association and
of the Lincoln Forum.

Howard and Pat live in
Trilogy, a retirement community
in Gilbert, Arizona from Decem-
ber to May - from June to Nov-
ember they live in Columbus,
Ohio. In addition to Civil War
activities, Howard enjoys travel,
hiking, tennis, restaurants, and
good friends.

Adjutant General's
Report

June 8,2005
Meeting

By
Rory McIntyre

Esteemed guest Lesley
Gordon, author of General
George E. Pickett in Life and
Legend, spoke at our June 8th

meeting.
George Pickett, born into

a slaveholding family of Rich-
mond VA, in 1825, grew up not
very bright or serious, more inter-
ested in socializing than study-
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ing. After he read law, he
received an appointment to West
Point from Illinois, though the
myth that Abe Lincoln gave him
this appointment isn't true.

He graduated in 1846,
last in his class. While there, he
became close friends with James
Longstreet and they served to-
gether in the Mexican War. After
the war, Pickett remained in the
army. He married, but his wife
died a year later. There is a
story, told by his 3rd wife, Lasalle
Corbell Pickett, that he had gone
AWOL at that time and she, a
child of 5 years old, met him on a
beach and determined to marry
him. In any case, he was posted
to Washington State, where he
married an Indian woman and
had a son named Jimmy.

He returned to Virginia
when the war broke out and
received a commission as a
brigadier general in January of
1862. He was wounded at the
battle of Gaines' Mill on June 27,
1862 and convalesced until
November. He returned as a
commander of a 15,OOO-man
division but found the respon-
sibilities over-whelming. During
the Suffolk campaign, he en-
gendered much ill feeling in his
subordinates by leaving his
headquarters each night to court
Miss Corbell. Pickett himself
regularly complained about his
duties.

During the Gettysburg
campaign, he was ordered to
leave two of his brigades at
Richmond. As a result, he was
last to Gettysburg and therefore
the freshest division on the field.
As such, he was chosen to
attack the center of the Federal
line. The attack failed and his
division was decimated. He
wrote 2 AAR's, the first of which
was lost but alleged to be critical
of all of the officers involved, up
to Lee.

Given the command of
the department encompassing

eastern Virginia and North
Carolina, he continued to found-
er under the weight of his re-
sponsibilities. In February of
1864, Lee ordered him to attack
New Bern, an attack that failed.
But among the prisoners he took
were some North Carolina men
who had joined the Union army.
He hanged all of them and treat-
ed their remains with gross dis-
respect.

Returning to the Army of
Northern Virginia, he led a
special task force to take the
junction at Five Forks. His attack
succeeded at first, but he fell
back and relinquished control of
the junction. He was unavailable
for the Confederate counter-
attack as he was eating lunch
away from the field! Finally, Lee
removed him from command
and, when seeing him at
Appomattox, is reported to have
exclaimed, "Is that man still in
the army?"

After the war, he blamed
Lee for the loss of his division
and their relationship was
strained. After his death in 1875,
his wife Lasalle wrote her
autobiography, ending it with his
death. She traveled constantly,
both to clear her husband's
name-stopping short of blaming
Lee, of course-and to make
money. She died in 1931 but
the Ladies of Hollywood
Cemetery society refused to bury
her next to her husband; she
was interred in Arlington National
Cemetery. Finally, in the 1990's,
she was moved to Hollywood
Cemetery to rest with her
husband.

We thank Lesley Gordon
for her interesting and enlighten-
ing discussion.

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the
following new member:

Richard Smith

Membership Dues

It's that time of year
again membership dues are due.

Individual 25.00
Family 35.00
Student 15.00

Checks can be mailed
to:

The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable
PO Box 471
Lewis Center, OH
43035-0471

Or you can bring them to
the meeting.

Thanks to everyone who
have paid their dues for the
2005-2006 year.

Civil War Conference

The Third Annual Civil
War Conference will be held
Saturday, August 6, 2005. It will
be held at the Holiday Inn, 2248
Southgate Parkway, Cambridge,
OH 43725.

See below for the times:
8:30 - 9:00 am registration.

9:00 - 10:00 am David Allison
will talk on JEB Stuart at
Gettysburg.

10:15 - 11:15 am - Howard
Strouse will talk on Coastal
Fortifications.

11:30 am - 12:30 pm - John
Thompson will talk on General
Quincy Gilmore and the Battle of
Morris Island 1863.

12:30 - 1:30 pm - lunch and
Civil War Dulcimer Music by the
Halseys.



Roundtable, PO Box 1393,
Cambridge, OH 43725. This fee
includes all lectures, a buffet
lunch, coffee and doughnuts and
parking. Early registration
deadline is July 25, 2005.

For additional informa-
tion contact Herb Parkinson at
740-681-8743 or at
tashby61@wrnconnect.com; Lyle
Zerla at 740-769-2959 or at
blueridgekennel@yahoo.com.

Civil War Education
Association

I have recently received
the calendar of events for the
2005-2006 from the Civil War
Education Association. Along
with this with the help of our
member Ken Ramsey if 5
members or more sign up for a
given tour each person will
receive a 25% discount on the
tour price. This does not include
the lodging and travel, but rather
the tour price itself. Lodging is
discounted by agreement with
the motel at a group rate (when a
reservation is made by a given
individual and they mention the
tour when making the
reservation ).

,
8:00 pm-Sunday 5:00
pm the cost is $295
which includes 2
lunches.

• Stonewall Jackson
and the Great Train
RObbery: A Field Tour

August 13,
Winchester, VA. with Art
Candenquist. 9:00 am-
5:00 pm the cost is
$125 which includes
lunch.

• Robert E. Lee &
Stonewall Jackson: A
Fabled Military
Collaboration - An
Interactive Seminar -
August 20, Richmond,
VA. with Gary W.
Gallagher. Saturday
8:45 am-4:00 pm the
cost is $150 which
includes lunch.

• Antietam Campaign
Conference & Tour-
September 8-10,
Frederick, MD. With
John M. Priest, David
Hinze, Gary Ecelberger
and Scott Patchan.
Thursday 7:30 pm-
Saturday 5:00pm) the
cost is $325 which
includes 2 breakfasts, 2
lunches and Friday
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Richmond, VA. with
Robert E. L. Krick and
Chris Ferguson. Friday
8:00 pm - Sunday 4:00
pm, the cost is $395
which includes 3
lunches.

• Unsung Heroes at
Gettysburg - Junius
Daniels and George
Sears Greene
September 24, with
Robert L. Baker. The
cost is $125, which
includes lunch.

You will also need to let
Ken Ramsey know what your
interested in just in case there
are 5 members who are
registering for the same tour.
Ken's address is 1932
Strathshire Hall, Powell, OH
43065 or you can talk to him at
the meetings.

Contact information:
Civil War Education Association,
American History Forum, P.O.
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604;
Phone 800-298-1861 or 540-
678-8598; Fax 800-550-1347 or
540-667 -2339;
cwea@eathlinknet or
www.cwea.net

mailto:tashby61@wrnconnect.com;
mailto:blueridgekennel@yahoo.com.
http://www.cwea.net
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, July 13, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker will
be Howard Strouse on Ben Butler. The meeting will
be held at the Westerville Electric Company, 139
E. Broadway, Westerville, OR 43081.

Future Meetings:

August 10 - Greg Biggs, "The Crack of Doom: The
Collapse of Confederate Dept. No.2"
September 14 - David Long, The Dahlgren Raid
October 12 - Lara Cahill, The Battle of Monocacy
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