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Answer to June
Puzzler

Mechanicsville, or
Beaver Dam Creek, Virginia,
June 26. 1862.

July Puzzler

Who commanded the
largest mounted force under a
single leader in the history of
North America?

Welcome

Please welcome the fol-
lowing new member:

Timothy Maurice

Important
Announcements

The 2004-2005 dues are
due.

$15 student
$25 single
$35 family

They can be brought to
the meetings or they can be
mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable. PO
Box 471, Lewis Center,
OH 43035-0471
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Elections

The following members
were elected at the June
meeting:

General-in-Chief -
Brian Hall

Historian General -
Pete Zuhars

Adjutant General -
Rory Mcintyre

Inspector General -
Gary Milligan

'Chief of Signal Corps - '
Patty Barker

War Council Commander-
Pete Zuhars

War Council-
Mike Peters
Ken Ramsey
Richard
Cartwright
Ed Chapdelaine

Historian General's
Report

By
PeteZuhars

Our speaker for the July
14th, meeting will be Howard
Strouse. Howard's topic will be
"Baltimore in the Civil War.II

His talk will be a review
of the proud history of the city of
Baltimore, Md. Some of the
subjects covered in his talk are,
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the clipper ships, comn:erce,
industry and military history
leading up to and through the
Civil War. Howard always does
a great job so I would definitely
try to attend.

Howard is a native of
Ohio. He graduated from high
school in Sharon, Pennsylvania,
he completed undergraduate
work at Columbia College and
University of Missouri, Kan~as
City, majoring in Cri":,inal Justice
with a minor in History. He
served at the Army Intelligen~
Center Fort Holibird, in Balti-
more, Md. Howard met his wife
of 39 years Pat there. Upon
resigning from the military he
began a career as a Federal
Special Agent with the Depart-
ment of Defense.

Howard has been fasci-
nated . history from boyhood.
He has traveled in 22 countries
and 48 states, and has always
been in erested in how things
evolved a d grew in our country.
His pa 'cular favorite is Nin~-
teen century America, especI-
ally e Civil War period.

Howard has given pre-
senta io 5 at universities, ci~i1
war ro ndtables, libraries, SOCIal
and fraternal organizations.
history seminars and events. He
is a Civil War re-enactor, a
member and past .GeneraJ-in-
Chief of the Central Ohio Civil
War Ro ndtable, and an active
me ber in two others. He i~ ~
participa ing member ~f ~heCIVil
War Ed cation ASSOCIationand
of e Li coin Forum.

Howard and Pat live in
Trilogy. a retirement community
in Gilbe Arizona from Decem-
ber to ay - from June to
Nove ber they live in Columbus,
o io. In addition to Civil War
activO'es, Howard enjoys travel,
hiki g, ennis, restaurants, and
good 'e ds.

Adjutant General's
Report

June 9,2004
Meeting

By
Rory Mcintyre

At the June meeting,
esteemed COCWRT member
Jamie Ryan spoke about
ItForgotten Actions of the V
Corps in the Ove~and
Campaign: Saunders FJe/~-
Higgerson's Field, Laurel Hill,
Jericho Mills and Bethesda
Church."

On May 5, 1864, as the
Battle of the Wilderness got
underway, the V Corps und~r
Maj. Gen. G.K Warren, IS
deployed west on the Orange
Turnpike. On the Orange Turn-
pike, he runs into elements of
Ewell's 2nd COrpS. In response,
he extends his line north and
south of the pike. He knows th~t
there are Confederates on hIS
right flank, but he also expects
the VI Corps to soon appear on
his right flank in support. While
he waits for the VI Corps, Meade
orders him to attack those troops
in his front. Ayres's Brigade
moves north of the pike and
Barlett's to the south into
Saunders' Field. They take fire
from the front and right, causing
the US Regulars to wheel right
and open a gap between them
and the 140th NY. Griffin orders
his second line forward.
Meanwhile, 44th NY and 83rd PA
of .Barlett's Brigade moves
forward and punches into the
gap between Stewart's and
Jones' Brigades through the
woods to Battle's Brigade behind
Jones'. Meanwhile, Stafford's
(CSA) Brigade surrounds the US
Regs the 140th NY and 146th NY
and they all retreat. Briga~e
Comdr. Charles Griffin sees thiS
reverse and orders 2 sections of
Shelton's Battery to a swale in

the road to fire into the Confed-
erates, inflicting collateral dam-
age on Federal troops as well,
though many made it back to the
lines. As Gordon's (CSA~
Brigade moves against the 44
NY and 83rd PA, Sol. DeWitt
McCoy of the 83 PA tells
Bartlett they need to retreat. As
Bartlett rides back to find some
support, he gets to the swale
where he is faced by CSA troops
who tell him to surrender. He
leaps his horse over the swale
but the horse trips and does a
somersault. The CSA troops
leave Bartlett, assuming he's
dead. McCoy sees this and
makes a command decision to
retreat, which he reports they do
"running in formation." Barlett's
troops find him alive and remove
him from the field. Col. David
Jenkins of the 146th NY, who
stops to watch, is wounded and
dies in the fire that catches in the
field. The casualty total was
1748 for the three brigades.

Concurrent with' this
action. Wadsworth's Division is
in Higgerson's Field, just to the
south of Saunder's Field. The
three brigades are aligned
poorly: Stone's Brigade, in the
middle fronting on the Confed-
erates,' while Rice's Brigade on
the left was at an angle to
Stone's, and Cutler's. Brigade
lagged behind on the nght. As
Stone's men move beyond the
field they get bogged down in
the 'marsh near Mill Creek,
making them easy targets for
Dole's Brigade. John Gordon
(CSA) realizes that there's
fighting both north and south of
him and the Iron Brigade in his
front. He decides to split his
brigade, counterattacking just as
the Iron Brigade comes up, half
wheeling north and the other half
south thus flanking the Iron
Brigade, who, for the first time,
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breaks and runs from the field.
At the same time, Rice's
Brigade wanders up and Daniel's
Brigade, like Dole's to the north,
patiently awaits Rice to come
into range then opens up. All
three of Wadsworth's brigades
come tumbling back from Higger-
son's Field. In this fight, which
lasts only about 45 minutes,
Wadsworth's division suffers an
incredible 2008 casualties.

The night of the 5th
, at

Warren's Headquarters at the
Lacy House, a member of
Warre 's staff, Lieut. H. Steele
records that he was in the room
as the casualty reports are com-
ing in. According to Steele, as
Warren and his chief of staff
review e casualty numbers,
Warre says, "The country will
not sta d for this,' and edits the
cas alty reports, so the actual
casualties might be even higher
than e reported casualties.
This outrages Warren. He felt
that Meade and Grant forced him
to act . out proper support,
and is corps paid the price.

Grant's plan is for the
no e most division to march
behi e army and position
themselves on the left of the
AOP. Accordingly, the V Corps
withdraws from their positions
and oceed_sto make a night
march down the - Germanna
Pia Road and Brock Road to
Todd's Tavern, where they
enco nter Confederate cavalry.
Sherida 's Union cavalry cannot
clear e road, and so the V
Corps is ordered to do so. They
contin e on to the Spindle House
on Laurel Hill, known at that time
as Spindle Hill. The hill changed
names as a result of soldiers
writing home from the field
hospital named Laurel Hill about
a mile away. Their objective was
Spotsylvania Court House, at
which the V Corps would be
closer to Richmond than the
ANV and be astride the ANV's
line of communication.

Lee had surmised that
Spotsylvania CH was the like-
liest, and orders RH Anderson's
1st Corps to the right. Because
of a lack of campsites due to the
burning woods, RH Anderson's
corps marches through the night
and arrive at the Spindle farm
just as JEB Stuart's cavalry is
pushed back to the same spot.
This was lucky for the ANV, as
Stuart had been pushed back to
the Spindle Farm, where they
had built entrenchments. Lyle's
brigade is moving toward them,
ordered by Gen. Robinson to
take the rebel works. Already at
8 AM the day is so hot that men
are falling out from heat stroke,
so Lyle requests a 10 minute
break for his men. In those 10
minutes, the two lead brigades of
Anderson's command get to
Spindle Hill and relieve Stuart.
After the rest, Warren orders
Lyle's brigade forward. They run
into Anderson's fresh troops and
are driven back. Meanwhile,
Robinson's other 2 brigades,
Baxter's and Dennison's, arrive
by the left fork. Griffin's division
comes up on the right fork and
he orders Bartlett's now-dim-
inished brigade, in the lead, to
attack. As they prepare, Warren
tells them, "Never mind cannon,
never mind bullets, c;:lear this
road." He adds, "It's the only
way to get your rations."

As the three brigades
close on the rebel lines,
Robinson and Dennison are both
shot from their horses, leaving
Col._Phelps of the 7th Maryland in
command. His horse is shot and
falls on him. Capt. Anderson
tries to free him but Phelps
ordered Capt. Anderson to leave
him and lead the charge. He
leaves Phelps and is immediate-
ly struck by 3 bullets. He falls
and the Maryland brigade
retreats. The 83rd PA manages
to punch through the rebel lines,
but without support is forced to
fall back. Warren, still feeling the

sting of the criticisms leveled at
him by Meade and Grant that he
moved too slow in Saunder's
Field, sends A~res's brigade in.,
led by the 140 NY. The rebels
drive them back. As more troops
arrive, Anderson launches a
counterattack, which drives the
federals back to the Alsop
house. They rally around art-
illery support, and Crawford's
brigade of PA Reserves move to
the left and Griffin's brigade on
the right charge across Spindle
Field. They too are driven back.
An assault is ordered for later
that night. The 20th ME are
almost captured but fight their
way out.

The battles for Spot-
sylvania Court House continue
until May 181h

• The V Corps then
reaches the North Anna River
and Griffin's division wades
across first followed by Craw-
ford's in an attempt to flank the
ANV on their left; Cutler's follows
and moves to the right. Hill's 3rd

'Corps of the ANV moves toward
the V Corps to catch them with
their backs against the river.
Thomas and McGowan's (now
under Brown) brigades launch
the attack. Sweitzer refuses the
right of his line and McGowan's
brigade pushes past Sweitzer.
They run into Cutler's division
still in column and devastate
them. Thomas's, Scale's and
part of McGowan's brigades on
the left move into a swale with
nothing between them and the
North Anna except 3 artillery
batteries, inflicting heavy casual-
ties. The 83rd PA, Bartlett's
brigade, not previously engaged,
takes the 1sl and 161h MI and
charges the right of McGowan's
brigade. The federal batteries
see the Confederates outside of
the swale and open on them
leaving Union troops safe in the
swale. The Confederates then
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swamp. To pin down the federal
troops in this sector, Lee orders
Gordon and Rodes to launch an
assault, which they aim at the
seam between the two corps.
Rodes quickly drives Crittenden
off. Gordon crosses at the
northern end of the swamp,
assists Rodes in driving off
Crittenden, then turns to attack
Griffin. DeWitt McCoy of the 83rd

PA refuses the line and drives
Gordon's brigade, now in the
swamp, away.

By June 2nd
, Bethesda

Church had become the right of
the Union line. Crittenden's,
Willcox's and Griffin's divisions
now surround Bethesda Church
on the north and west. Lee
orders Early to attack with his
entire 2nd Corps. The IX Corps
holds off the portion of the attack
directed at them. But the IX
Corps fails to inform Warren of
their movement to meet Rodes.
Terry's brigade is able to flank
Barlett's and Ayres's brigades
and capture many of them, the
rest stream back to the Tinsley
farm. The 5th NY Veteran
Reserve regiment, now the only
regiment left of Ayres's brigade,
holds Terry off for five minutes,
allowing the second line to
retreat. All of the retreating
troops reform around Sweitzer's
brigade at the Tinsley farm. 30
Federal guns positioned around
the church halt the Confederate
advance. This was the last V
Corps action until after the
crossing of the James, when the
corps will hold off the Confed-
erate army as the Federals
march to Petersburg.

Matching Contributions

In preparation for our
September meeting with a Doug
Brouder from the Civil War
Preservation Trust, roundtable
member Ken Ramsey wants to
let all Central Ohio Civil War

Roundtable members that he will
match any contributions you
make the night of the meeting
dollar for dollar up to $500.

Ken hopes this will
encourage you to make a
contribution to a worthwhile or-
ganization.

Coming CWEA Events

July 25-31 - The Civil
War in the Eastern Theater: A
Field Tour of 1st Manassas,
Ball's Bluff, Charles Town,
South Mountain, Harpers
Ferry, Antietam, Gettysburg,
Monocacy and the National
Museum of Civil WarMedicine.

This will be with David C.
Hinze, Gary L. Ecelbarger, John
M. Priest and Robert L. Baker.

This is from Sunday 6:00
pm through Saturday 8:30 pm)

The cost is $1925 -
single, $1635 -double. The cost
includes 7 nights lodging, 3
dinners and 5 lunches.

July 29-31 - Braxton
Bragg's Invasion of Kentucky:
the Battles of Munfordville and
Perryville.

This is a field and walk-
ing tour led by Kent Masterson
Brown.

This is from Thursday
8:00 pm through Saturday 5:00
pm.

The cost is $325, which
includes 2 lunches.

August 1 - The Birth of
a Legend - Stonewall Jackson
in 1861: From Winchester to
Manassas and Back.

This is a field tour led by
Gary L. Ecelbarger.

This is Sunday only.
The cost is $125, which

includes lunch.
August 11-14 - The

Making of a President -
Abraham Lincoln in the
Heartland.

This is a field tour led by
Gary L. Ecelbarger and David E.
Long.



Kentucky Orphan
Brigade

and a buffet lunch and a raffle
ticket for door prizes.

To make your
reservation or for more
information call (740) 638-8842
or (740) 685-8743. Mailing
address for the Southeastern
Ohio Civil War Roundtable, P.O.
Box 1393, Cambridge, Oh
43725.

The site of the training-
mustering (Camp Boone) of the
Kentucky Orphan Brigade just
north of Clarksville on Hwy. 70
(the road to Guthrie, KY), is
under threat of development.

On Thursday, July 8 an
informal hearing will be held
before the full Montgomery (TN)
County Commission to consider
rezoning an area that includes
the site where CampBoone was
located. The Regional Planning
Commission has recommended
the rezoning of the area.' The
rezoning would permit truck
stops, and many other uses. On
Monday, July 12 the final
approval will be voted on.

The site has remained
largely undisturbed and covered
with large trees. Those who are
interested in preserving the site
would be interested in saving 2
to 5 acres for an historic site.

The Clarksville Customs
House Museum along with the
Clarksville CWRT and the
Gracey SCV Camp would like to
include this site as part of a plan-
ned driving tour of Civil War sites
in Montgomery County, TN.
The sites would entail training
camps, forts, battles, historic
homes, cemeteries, etc.

If anyone is interested in
showing support for saving part
of the camp please send e-mails
to: Greg Biggs, President of the
Clarksville CWRT at
Biggsk@aol.com

William Armstrong
.Major McKinley.

Russell Booth - Recruits
& Recruiting.

Steve Long - 51st Ohio
Volunteer Infantry.

Paul Huff - Best & Worst
of it - POWS from
Cuyahoga Falls.

Seminar:
Ohio In The War

Gibson, John Kelley, and Bob
Zeller.

The cost is $220 for
Center for Civil War Photography
members $275, for non-
members $250, for seminar and
new membership. If you sign up
before June 15 you can save
$30 per person.

For reservations make
check payable to: The Center
For Civil War Photography. Mail
to The Image of War Seminar,
12545 Coral Grove Place,
Germantown, MD 20874. Or
contact Garry Adelman at (301)
528-2825 or
whatsthescene@hotmail.com for
more information.

For hotel reservations
call the Ramada Inn South at
(540) 898-1102 and mention the
seminar to get the special room
rates ranging from $62 to $68
per night.

On August 14 at the
Holiday Inn in Cambridge, Ohio
there will be a seminar on "Ohio
in the War."

The seminar is from 8:30
am through 4:00 pm. The
speaker for the day are:

This is being presented
by the Southeastern Ohio Civil
War Roundtable.

The cost is $20 which
includes breakfast roll, coffee
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, July 14, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker will be
Howard Strouse - Baltimore in the Civil War. The
meeting will be held at the Westerville Electric
Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OH
43081.

Future Meetings:

August 11 - TBA
September 8 - Doug Brouder, Civil War
Preservation Trust
October 13 - TBA
November 10 - Noah Andre Trudeau, his book on
Gettysburg
December - No meeting
January - Robert Hatton, Private Wtlliam James
Smith, Co. M, 2nd OVC
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