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General-In-Chlefs Report
By

PeteZuhars

We had another great
turnout at the June meeting to
hear GeraJd Prokopowicz's taJk,
based on his book -All For the
Regiment, The Army of the Ohio
1861-1862." Based on the
comments and feedback I
received, most people thought
this to be one of the better talks
this year. We also had 5 guests
attend, which is always great to
see. Thanks to all who were
there.

This month we have
another top-notch speaker visiting
us. Richard McMurry will be here
and he will be giving a talk based
on his latest book, 'The Foutth
Battle of Winchester. Toward a
New CIvIl War Patad/gm. (See
the Historian General's Report).
If you have not had the
opportunity to hear Mr. McMurry
speak I urge you not to miss this
one. He is one of the better Civil
War speakers you will hear. His
talks are always interesting and
entertaining. He will be bringing
copies of this book as well as
other Civil War books he has
available so you may want to
bring your checkbook.

Speaking at checkbooks.
Your 2003-2004 dueS are due.
Most have paid but there are still
a few of you that are now PAST
Due. Please send your money in
as soon as you can.
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The speakers and topics
are all set for the Civil War
Symposilm that will be held in
Cambridge at the Holiday 1m on
August 16, 2003. Jeff Evans-2511

Ohio Volunteers at Gettysburg,
David Finch--Ohio Soldiers at
Monocacy, Ken HubbeU.Qhio
Generals and Howe they got their
rank. Bilt Kerrigan-Ambrose
Bierce, and Eric Wittenberg-
Custer. The cost to attend is $20,
which includes a buffet lunch.
Seating is limited so if you are
ptaMing to attend you need to tet
me know by the July meeting.
Some of us are planning to car
pool over so if you don't want to
drive you can probably get a ride.

If you would like to help
save Civil War Battlefields you
can go to the C.W.P.T. website,
WWW.cOOrwar.oradick on GET
INVOLVED and sign several
petitions to save land at various
sites. It's easy and will only take
a ff!Ni minutes of your lime.
Please help.

Hope to see all of you at
the July meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
PeteZuhars

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• The 2003-2004 dues are
due.

$15 Student
$25 Single

Vol. 13, No.1

$35 family

They can be brought to the
meetings or they can be mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil War
~ Roundtable, PO Box 471,

Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471.

Welcome

Ptease weioome the fol-
lowing new member.

Robert Rodzaj

Welcome back:

Patrick Gordon

Historian General's Report

Our speaker for the July
9th meeting will be Richard M.
McMurry. His topic of discussion
will be based on his latest book,
The Foul'fh Battle of
Winchester: Toward a NfIW
CIvIl War Patadlgm.

Mr. McMurry is a native
of Atlanta He attended the public
schools in that city and in
Decatur, Georgia. In 1961 he
received the BA deg-ee in
history from the Virginia Military
Institute. He served two years
active duty in the United States
Army, most of the time as the
Personnel Management Officer at
Fort Campbell Kentucky (1961-
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1963). Entering graduate school
at Emory University in September
1963, he received the MA
degee in June 1964 and the
Ph.D. in June 1967.

From 1967 lMlti11981 Mr.
McMlITy taught history at
Valdosta (Georgia) State College.
He taught as an adjunct professor
at North Carolina State University
from 1981 to 1988. Since 1988
he has been a freelance writer
and speaker and has served as a
guidehlistorian for many tOU' and
cruise groups.

Mr. McMurry's field of
specialization is the American
Civil Waf. He has authored more
than one hundred articles on
various facets of that great
conflid. In 1994 two of his books
- John Bell Hood and the War for
Southern Independence and Two
Great Rebel Armies: An Essay in
Confederate Military History-
were listed among the one
hundred best modem Civil War
books as selected by the eminent
historian Gary W. Gallagher for
the magazine CMf War. The
former work received both the
Mrs. Simon Baruch University
Award, presented by the United
Daughters of the Confederacy,
and the Fletcher Pratt Award,
presented by the New York Civil
War Round Table. In 1999 Mr.
McMurry published Virginia
Military Institute Alumni in the
CM! War. In Bello Praesidium.
The University of Nebraska Press
published his history of the 1864
military operations in North
Georgia-Atfanta 1864: Last
Chance for the Ccmfederacy - in
2000 as a volume in the Great
Campaigns of the Civil War
Series. The Austin (Texas) Civil
War ROlI'1d Table selected the
book for the 2001 Daniel M. &
Marilyn W. Laney prize awarded
for distinguished scholarship and
writing on the military or political
history of the Civil War. Kent
State University Press published
Mr. McMJrry's latest book, The

Fourth Battle of ~nchester.
Towald a New CMI War
Paradigm, in 2002. Mr. McMurry
has also edited several works-
notably Footprints of a Regiment
by William H. Andrews and (Vo'ith
Gordon B. McKinney) the
microfilm edition of the Papers of
Zebulon B. Vance.

Richard McMuTy has
spoken to Civil War groups: high
school, college, and university
students; historical, literary, and
librwy societies; and civic dubs in
lwenty-five states and the District
of Columbia. He is a member of
numerous historical societies and
is active in such organizations as
the Civil War Preservation Trust
and the Blue and Gray Education
Society. He presently lives and
writes in Roanoke, Virginia.

Mr. McMurry states,
"most of those who look at the
American Civil War do so from
the perspective of Washington
and/or Richmond. This narrow,
provincial viewpoint gives the
pidure of a struggle in whict1 the
Confederates fared pretty well,
essentially holding their own until
the last few weeks of the oonfIict.

If, however, we shift our
observation point several hun-
dred miles to the west-to Mont-
gomery, say, or St Louis-we
discern a quite different war. The
view from this neYt' perspective
(the "Western paradigm") chall-
enges many orthodox ideas
about the Civil War to such an

. extent that we will have to change
muct1 or the overall framework of
our understanding of the conflict

By incorporating the
Western paradigm into our
interpretation of the early 1860's,
we wind up with a reN l.f1der-
standing of the entire conflict as
well as with a different evaluation
of several of the leading figures
on each side.·

Adjutant General's
Report

June 11th Meeting
By

Mary Chester

All for the Regiment: The
Anny of the Ohio 1861-1862.

Author and historian
Gerald Prokopowicz started his
presentation by asking the
question: in what battle did a
small group of men stand
against the hoard to save the
army? The answer: in all of
them.

Why was it, that despite
the~ncredible fury of the Ameri-
can Civil War battles, the armies
were unable to destroy one
another on the battlefield?
Prokopowicz attempted to find
an answer to that question in his
survey of the Army of the Ohio's
history.

The Army of the Ohio did
not exist prior to the Civil War.
In fact, prior to 1860, there was
no organization of more than
50,000 people. By 1861 how-
ever, there were several armies
exceeding 50,000. Out of
necessity. these armies literally
created themselves.

The company, and then
the regiment, was the focus of
volunteer's military life. The men
within each company tended to
be comprised of men from the
same locale. They often brought
to their units their common ex-
periences, family knowledge,
economic backgrounds, national-
ities or religion. All of this
encouraged the cohesiveness of
the units. They were self-
organized and self trained.

Beyond the company,
pride and loyalty were given to
the regiment The average
soldier did not identify with, or
might not even know to what
field army they belonged.

Continued on page 3
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The companies and regiments
fought incredibly well, still able to
fight even after suffering stagger-
ing casualties.

The Charge of the Light
Brigade was immortalized in a
poem after suffering 37% casual-
ties. Yet there were at least 60
Union regiments that suffered
more than 50% casualties in a
single engagement. Battered
but unbroken. the regiments
were able to reassemble them-
selves to fight another day.

Prokopowicz believes
that the fact that the cohesion
did not extend beyond the regi-
ment, severely limited the
effectiveness of the army. In
addition. he contends that the
Army of the Ohio's leadership
was not equal to the task. often
unable to perform their assigned
functions. The army survived
only because of the cohesive-
ness and resiliency of the
regiments.

Thank you to Gerald
Prokopowicz for his interesting
and thought provoking analysis.
Thanks also go to resident
historians Rory Mctntyre and
Gary Milligan for recommending
Mr. Prokopowicz and his book.

Answer to June Puzzler

Cross Keys and Port
Republic, Virginia.

July Puzzler

The first time in military
history that a railroad was used
for strategiC mobility was when
Confederate general Joseph E.
Johnston moved his troops for
what battle?

Upcoming CEWA Events

July 12 - Gettysburg:
Daniel SlclcJes and the III
Corps on the Second Day at
Gettysburg. This is with

Zachery A Fry and Gary Kross.
Saturday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes lunch.

July 19 - Pickett's
Charge. This is a walking tour
and tactical re-appraisal. This is
with John Michael Priest and
David C. Hinze. Saturday 8:45
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes lunch.

July 20 - Antietam.
This is a walking tour with John
Michael Priest and David C.
Hinze. Sunday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30
p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes a picnic lunch.

July 24-26, War In west
Virginia: The Kanawha Valley
Campaign of 1861. Gary L.
Ecelbarger and W. Hunter
Lesser lead this. Thursday 8:00
p.m. through Saturday 5:00 p.m.

The cost is $295, which
includes 2 lunches.

August 21-24, John
Hunt Morgan's Great Raids In
Kentucky. In Lexington,
Kentucky with Kent Masterson
Brown. Thursday 8:00 pm
through Sunday 12:00 N.

The cost is $325 which
includes Friday and Saturday
lunches.

September 4-6, Defend·
ing Richmond In 1864: A
Walking Tour of Yellow
Tavern. North Anna and Cold
Harbor. In Richmond, Virginia
with Robert E. L Krick and
Robert K Krick. Thursday 8:00
pm through Saturday 4:30 pm.

The cost is $295. which
includes two luncnes.

September 20-21,
Gettysburg: The First Day - A
Walking Tour, with Gary Kross.
Saturday 8:45 am through

Sunday 12:00 N)
The cost is $175, which

includes Saturday lunch.

September 26-28.
Thunder in the Valley In 1884;
From New Mari<et to
Lynchburg. This is a field tour
with Gary L Ecelbarger and
Scott C. Patchan. Friday 8:00
pm through Sunday 3:30 pm)

The cost is $225, which
includes Saturday and Sunday
lunches.

For full program details
for the above go to
WW'/{.cwea.net or
cwea@eartblink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education Association,
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (800) 298-1861 or fax
(BOO)550-1347.

The American Tintype

As part of the Ohio
Bicentennial celebration The
Columbus Museum of Art, 480 E.
Broad St., is offering for
photography enthusiasts -The
American Tintype," which runs
through October 12.

The exhibit contains
more than 150 tintypes.

A Kenyon College
professor invented this method
of photography popular in the
1860s.

From 1he CoknnbuI Oispatch

mailto:cwea@eartblink.net.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, July 9, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker win be
Richard M. McMurry speaking on a topic based on
his latest book "The Fourth Battle of WlllChester:
Toward a New Civil War Paradigm." The meeting
win be held at the WesterviDe Electric Company,
139E. Broadway, WestervWe, on 43081.

Future Meetiogs:

August 13 - Ed Bearss
September 10 - Howard Strouse
October 8 - Frank O'Reilly, Fredericksburg
November 12 - tba
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