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General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

I would like to thank our
May 11th speaker James Morgan
for his great talk on Ball's Bluff. I
would also like to thank all the
members and guest who
attended the meeting.

Also, May was our
annual battlefield trip. This was
my first trip to any of the
battlefields in North Carolina. For
anyone who is going to be in
North Carolina or have thought of
going I would highly recommend
seeing the battlefields there.

We received a warm
welcome from Walt Smith at the
Averasboro Battlefield Museum
where he discussed the battle
and the state of the site and its
need for funding. (There will be
flyers at the June 8th meeting).
And for those who stayed for the
Monday portion of the trip they
were treated to a great tour of
Fort Fisher led by Dr. Chris
Fonvielle, Jr.

I would like to thank
Pete Zuhars for his help in setting
up the trip. I would also like to
thank Patty Barker and Jack
Erwin for their driving duties. I
need to also thank Eric
Wittenberg and Major Mark Smith
for their Monroe's Crossroads
tour as well as getting us access
to Fort Bragg; thank you to Mark
Bradley and his tour of the
Bentonville Battlefield. A special
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thank you to Teej Smith for
opening her home to those who
stayed the extra day.

P.S. dues are due and I
need not tell you how important
they are but I will anyway, the
money goes towards our high
caliber of speakers as well as the
newsletter.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the June meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
Brian Hall

Answer to May
Puzzler

What creative ruse did
Nathan Bedford Forrest employ
to cause Union colonel Abel
Streight to surrender at
Lawrence, Alabama, on May 3,
1863?

Calling out orders to
imaginary units, Forrest kept
moving one section of artillery
in circles, so Streight thought
he was surrounded.

June Puzzler

On what bluff did crew
members of the CSS Virginia
(USS Merrimac) man a battery of
field artillery?
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Historian General's
Report

By
Pete Zuhars

Our speaker for the June
8th meeting will be Dr. Lesley
Gordon her topic will be: George
Pickett.

Dr. Lesley J. Gordon is
an associate professor of history
at the University of Akron. She
received her BA from the
College of William and Mary and
her MA and Ph.D. from the
University of Georgia.

She is the author of
General George E. Pickett in Ufe
and Legend (University of North
Carolina Press, 1998); she was a
co-editor of Intimate Strategies of
the Civil War: Military Comman-
ders and Their Wives (Oxford
University Press, 2001) and co-
authored This Terrible War: The
Civil War and its Aftermath
(Longman, 2003).

Dr. Gordon is currently
working on The 16th Regiment
Connecticut Volunteers in
History and Memory to be
published by Louisiana State
University.



Adjutant General's
Report

May 11,2005
Meeting

By
Rory McIntyre

James Morgan, author of
A Little Short of Boats: The
Fights at Ball's Bluff and
Edwards Ferry, spoke at our
May 11th meeting.

In October 1861, the
rebels maintained outposts in
northern Virginia, near Leesburg,
which put the army near the only
two militarily useful fords on the
Potomac above Washington,
Edward's and Conrad's.
Because the Confederate army
was therefore able to threaten
Washington, or so it was
thought, Charles Stone, com-
manding the Union army on the
Maryland side of the Potomac,
got reinforcements totaling
approximately twenty-three thou-
sand men from Gen. McCall and
Col. Edward Baker, a senator
and friend of Lincoln's.

On the night of October
15th/16th

, Confederate forces
under Col. Nathan Shanks
moved south without permission
after some skirmishing at
Harper's Ferry; on the 19th

,

Shanks returned to Leesburg
under orders of Gen. P.T.
Beauregard. Union forces noted
this movement and Stone sent
some 15-20 men into the woods
across the Potomac to scout the
area. In the dark, they see what
they take .10 be abandoned rebel
tents. Stone sends a 300 man
raiding party over to find the
"tents" were just trees, but Col.
Devens, commanding the force,
decides to stay.

At 8am, these troops
engage in a small skirmish with
returning Confederates. How-
ever, Stone, down at Edwards
Ferry. Ordered Baker, who was
with him, to move to Harrison's

Island to reinforce what both
men still thought was a recon-
naissance mission. As cover for
this movement, Stone sent
cavalry forces across at Edwards
Ferry. Baker met a courier along
the way who told him of the
skirmish. Instead of removing
his men, having been ordered
not to fight against odds, Baker
decided to send his whole force
over the river. He rounded up
boats to send troops over but did
not cross the river until 2:30.
Because he designated no over-
all command of the troops, regi-
ments fought on their own with-
out any guidance. Unit cohesion
disappeared and, in many cases,
men fought hand-to-hand. In the
midst of this chaos, a rebel bullet
killed Baker around 4 pm, but the
battle continued. At about 5:30,
Col. Cogswell attempted to or-
ganize his troops to break
through the rebel line but be-
cause of the terrain and the fact
that some Union soldiers were in
gray uniforms, the charge fizzled
and units began streaming back
towards the bluff. Men en-
deavored to cross the river in
any way possible; the boats were
too few to carry them all. In their
panic, some tried swimming,
even some who could not swim;
many drowned. After the battle,
bodies washed up downriver,
some as far as Mt. Vernon.

As a result of this
debacle, Congress established
the Committee on the Conduct of
the War. Baker's bad decision
brought the battle on but, since
he was a friend of Lincoln's and
died a "hero," Gen. Stone took
the blame for the battle and was
arrested and jailed. He never
again regained his status in the
army.

We are grateful to Mr.
Morgan for his detailed examina-
tion of an important, if mostly
overlooked, battle.

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the
following new members:

Norman "Dan" Mciver
James Dreger

Membership Dues

It's that time of year
again membership dues are due.

Individual 25.00
Family 35.00
Student 15.00

Checks can be mailed
to:

The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable
PO Box 471
Lewis Center, OH
43035-0471

Or you can bring them to
the meeting.

Thanks to everyone who
have paid their dues for the
2005-2006 year.

Civil War Conference

The Third Annual Civil
War Conference will be held
Saturday, August 6, 2005. It will
be held at the Holiday Inn, 2248
Southgate Parkway, Cambridge,
OH 43725.

See below for the times:
8:30 - 9:00 am registration.

9:00 - 10:00 am David Allison
will talk on JEB Stuart at
Gettysburg.

10: 15 - 11: 15 am - Howard
Strouse will talk on Coastal
Fortifications.

11:30 am - 12:30 pm - John
Thompson will talk on General



Quincy Gilmore and the Battle of
Morris Island 1863.

12:30 - 1:30 pm - lunch and
Civil War Dulcimer Music by the
Halseys.

1:45 - 2:45 pm - Dr. Lorle Porter
will talk on Mother Bickerdycke.

3:00 - 4:00 pm - Lyle Zerla will
talk on the Thunderbolt of the
Confederacy.

The Ohio Valley Civil
War Roundtable and The South-
eastern. Ohio Civil War Round-
table host this event.

The Holiday Inn is
located at Exit 178 off 1-70and
Route 209. The phone number
is 740-432-7313.

The cost for this event is
$25 checks should be made
payable to the Southeastern
Ohio Civil War Roundtable and
mailed to Southeastern Civil War
Roundtable, PO Box 1393,
Cambridge, OH 43725. This fee
includes all lectures, a buffet
lunch, coffee and doughnuts and
parking. Early registration
deadline is July 25, 2005.

For additional informa-
tion contact Herb Parkinson at
740-681-8743 or at
tashby61@wmconnect.com; Lyle
Zerla at 740-769-2959 or at
blueridgekennel@yahoo.com.

Crossroads Resource
Conservation and

Development Council,
Inc.

Crossroads RC&D is a
regional not-for-profit organiza-
tion created by a coalition of
local County Commissioners and
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts. Member supported,
Crossroads RC&D provides
assistance to local groups in
accomplishing projects. Coun-
ties served include: Carroll, Co-

lumbiana, Coshocton, Guernsey,
Harrison, Holmes, Jefferson,
Mahoning, Muskingum, Stark,
Trumbull and Tuscarawas.

The mission of the
Crossroads RC&D is to assist
local people in properly utilizing,
conserving, and protecting their
resources to enhance the
community's environmental and
economic conditions through
historic preservation, recreation
facilities, community projects,
land usage issues, forestry
resources, rural fire protection,
and tourism to name a few.

One project that the
Crossroads RC&D was instru-
mental in providing assistance
with was a guide for visiting Civil
War and Underground Railroad
Sites. This map was created to
link several counties with signi-
ficant Civil War history together
for a driving tour. One county
alone may not attract enough
interest to bring tourists to the
county. However, if you combine
several counties in a trip that
could be completed in one day,
tourism could prosper in these
counties.

To further promote this
region's history, the Crossroads
RC&D are planning a daylong
bus trip along the route. The
tour is tentatively scheduled for
September 14, 2005 at a cost of
$95.00 per guest. The sites the
tour will take in are in Belmont,
Harrison, Carroll, and Jefferson
counties. The preliminary
agenda is as follows: guests will
have program guides in
authentic Civil War Era
costumes, lunch consisting of
food of the ear along with a
guest speaker, and gift bags for
all guests.

The tentative agenda for
travel is: leaving the Atwood
Lodge for the McCook House,
back to New Rumley, to Mount
Pleasant for lunch, to New
Athens, to the John Maddox

Museum and turning to the
Atwood Lodge.

For any questions,
please contact Nancy Summers,
Development and Special
Projects Coordinator at 330-339-
9317 or
nancy. summers@crossroadrcd.org

Exhibits

The Hayes Presidential
Center in Fremont, Ohio is pre-
senting "Civil War POWs:
Excavating Johnson's Island
Prison." This features prisoner
and guard documents and arti-
facts.

The exhibit runs through
July 4, 2005.

For information, 800-
998-pres or www.rbhayes.org

Reenactment

July 16-17 - the 6th

Annual Civil War reenactment
will be held at Roscoe Village.
There will be Union and
Confederate encampments,
military battles and drills, living
history tours, educational
presentations, speeches by
President Abraham Lincoln,
music, 1800s school lessons,
civilian and children's activities.
On Saturday there will be a
ladies style show, Grand Ball
and minstrel show. On Sunday
there will be a period church
service.

For additional informa-
tion call 800-877-1830 or
rvmarketing@roscoevillage.com;
www.roscoevillage.com

Living History

On July 22, at the Ohio
Statehouse there will be a
daylong Union living history
program.

For information contact
Joel Flint jflint@csrab.state.oh.us

mailto:tashby61@wmconnect.com;
mailto:blueridgekennel@yahoo.com.
mailto:summers@crossroadrcd.org
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, June 8,.7:30 p.m. - The speaker will be
Dr. Lesley Gordon on George Pickett. The meeting
will be held at the Westerville Electric Company,
139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OH 43081.

Future Meetings:

July 13- Howard Strouse, Ben Butler
August 10 - Greg Biggs, "The Crack of Doom: The
Collapse of Confederate Dept. NO.2"
September 14 - David Long, The DaWgren Raid
October 12 - Lara Cahill, The Battle of Monocacy

Dates are subiect to change
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