
General-In-Chief's Report
By

PeteZuhars

We had another good
tum out for the May meeting,
which feat\xed Nikki Schofield as
Susan P. Lee and her talk about
the Confederate Seaet Service in
canada. She did a great job and
all that attended enjoyed her
portrayal. Thanks Nikki.

Our speaker for the June
11" meeting will be Dr. Gerald
Prokopowicz. (See Historian
Generals report) His talk will be
based on his latest book entitled
•All for the Regiment: The
Army of the Ohio, 1861-1862'-
Dr. Prokopowicz will have copies
of his book for sale at the
meeting.

As I mentioned several
months bad<, we are working on
a one-day Civil War symposium
with several other Civil War
Roundtables. There will be 5
speakers and it will last most of
the day. Satl6day, August 1fih is
the date. The symposium will be
held at the Holiday Inn in
Cambridge, Ohio. Cost will be
$20.00 and will include a buffet
lunch. Ineed to get a head ccurt
as to who is planning on going.
Seating will be limited and on a
first come basis so if you think
you might want to attend let me
know~AP.

Dues for 2003-2004 are
now due. Please send them to
the PO Box or bring them to the

'llle War C01TesfJondent
Newsletter or the Ray Fawcett Chapter or The CemraI Ohio ClviI War ROUldtatIIe

June 2003

June meeting. As you can see
we have some top-ootch speak-
ers coming this year and
unfortu1ately they are not free.
We need your dues to pay for
them.

Again, with all these
great speakers coming, it would
be a Qf98t time to invite a guest to
the meetings. We need your
participation. To continue to bring
in top speakef'S we will need to
reauit more members or raise
dues. I think we all know
someone who would be interest-
ed in hearing a quality speaker.
Please help. See you on June
11111.

YCAX Obedient Servant,
PeteZuhars

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• The 2003-2004 dues are
due.

$15 Student
$25 Single
$35 family

They can be brought to the
meetings or they cal be mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, PO Box 471,

Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471.

Welcome

Please welcome the foIlOINing

Vol. 12, No. 12

new members:

Allen Jones
David Bema
Wendy Peters

Historian General's Report

"On a wintry day in
November 1967, while returning
from a family vacation in Wash-
ington, D.C., my father detoured
our Ford station wagon off the
highway to the visitors center at
the Antietam National Battlefield.
I'm not sure why we stOpped
there; no one in the family had
any particular interest in the Civil
War. There were few other
people on the battlefield that day,
but as we drove along the
Sunken Road and looked across
the battlefield to the Dunker
Church, I sensed that there were
plenty of ghosts present. W'hen
we left late in the afternoon, the
rest of the family knew a little bit
more about the battle than they
had that morning, but I was
changed. My imagination had
been taken prisoner by the men
Yttlo had fought there, a capture
ratified later by a Christmas
present of toy soldiers in blue and
gray plastic, many of whom have
survived to this day ....

From All For The
Regiment: The Army of the
Ohio, 1861-1862, by Gerald J.
Prokopowicz (University of North

ConIInued on paoa 2



Carolina Press, 2001 )
Gerald J. Prokopowicz is

a native of Detroit and grew up in
Highland Park, Michigan, in the
19605. Historians remember that
time and place for its terrible riots,
but to his ten-year..old mind it was
the Detroit TIgers' come-from-
behind victory in the 1968 Wortd
Series that made the deepest
impression, proving that good
ultimately triumphs over evil.
Interested in history from and
earty age (see above), he studied
it at the University of Michigan,
then attended the University of
Michigan Law School and
practiced law for several years in
Chicago before deciding that the
wortd probably had enotq1
lawyers already. Retuming to his
childhood passion for history, he
eamed a PH.D. from Harvard
University, studying under the
legendary David Herbert Donald
and assisting with the research
for Donalds biography of
Abraham Uncoln.

In 1993 he came to Fort
Wayne, Indiana to serve as
Lincoln Scholar and Director of
Public Programs at The Lincoln
Museun, at the time the world's
largest museum dedicated to the
life and times of Abraham lincoln.
Dr. Prokopowicz helped create
the award-wiming permanent
exhibit, •Abraham Uncoln and the
American Experiment,· and
edited the quarterly bulletin
Uncoln Lore. He wrote a brief
biography of Uncoln for the
National Park Service, and
continues to publish numerous
articles and reviews in North &
South, AmerbJ's Civil Waf, the
Joumal of American History, and
other periodicals. His first full-
length book, All for the Regiment
The Army of the Ohio, 1861-
1862, appeared in 2001, and has
been praised by James
McPherson, Steven Woodworth,
and other Civil War scholars. He
is a member of the Advisory
Board to the Abraham Uncoln

Bicentennial Commission, the
boards of directors for the
Abraham lincoln Association and
the lincoln Forun, and the
Editorial Board of the Abraham
Uncoln Papers Online project
He is working on a book of
questions and answers about
Abraham Uncoln, and this fall will
join the histay faculty of East
Carolina University, teaching
public history and American
History.

Adjutant General's
Report

May 14th Meeting
By

Mary Chester

Nikki Schofield gave an
impassioned presentation of
Susan Pendleton lee, wife of
Brigadier General, Edwin Gray
lee.

After fighting for the
Confederacy at First and Second
Manassas, Cedar Mountain,
Sharpsburg and Fredericksburg,
General Lee resigned due to
poor health. After recovering his
health, lee retumed to the
service of his country, and was
promoted to Brigadier General in
September 1863. By November
1864, his health again.forced him
to reSign, and with his wife
Susan, he journeyed to Montreal.

Although he traveled with
a medical fur1ough, General Lee
.was following orders to assume
command of the Confederate
Seaet Service in Canada.

One of the more notable
missions originating from Canada
involved the planned fires of New
Yol'1<City. Intended as retaliation
for the federal ravaging of the
Shenandoah Valley and the
destruction of Atlanta, the fires
caused panic and looting but
failed to do the extent IX damage
intended. Confederate Robert
Kobb Kemedy was captured and
hanged for his part in the mission.

One of the most successful
missions was proposed and led
by Bennet H. Yoq. He planned
to rob several banks in Sl
Albans, Vermont, just south of the
Canadian border. The group of
22 men robbed 3 banks, using
"Greek Fire-. The raiders made
off with $200,000, although some
of the raiders took S118,000 that
they had stolen and woere never
seen again.

When Susan lee joined
our Roundtable, she had just
returned from Canada. She was
attempting to gather d0cumenta-
tion along with a request for
amnesty to be presented to
President Johnson. His rank and
the lad that he was outside the
country at the wars end,
excluded General lee from the
amnesty that would have auto-
matically allowed him to retum
home.

Going through, the
documents and pictures of those
she had knovm, some who had
lost their lives at too young an
age was an emotional exper-
ience for Susan. As she looked
at the documents and pictu'es,
she was reminded of their
experiences, and willingly shared
them with 0lI' group.

General Lee was granted
amnesty, and in the spling of
1866 returned to Virginia He
succumbed to his lung disease
on August 24, 1870, at the age of
34 .

Thank you Nikki for
bringing Susan Lee and her story
to our group.

Answer to May Puzzler

Brigadier General
William E. (-Grumble-) Jones (b.
Virginia)

June Puzzler

Where did Stonewall
Jackson \\'in a double victory in



battles on two consecutive days,
June 8-9, 1862?

Upcoming CEWA Events

June 1f3.22, Shenan-
doah Valley Civil War Confer-
ence and Tour. This features
various talks plus tours of the
Third Battle of Winchester, VA
with Gary L. Ecelbarger, John
Heatwole, Scott M. Patchas and
others. Wednesday 8:00 p.m.
through Saturday 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $295, which
includes 3 lunches and Saturday
evening cookout and campfire at
the country home of Michael &
Beth Fratini.

July 12 - Gettysburg:
Daniel Sickles and the III
CotpS on the Second Day at
Gettysburg. This is with
Zachery A. Fry and Gary Kross.
Saturday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes lunch.

July 19 - Pickett's
Charge. This is a walking tour
and tactical re-appraisal. This is
with John Michael Priest and
David C. Hinze. Saturday 8:45
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes lunch.

July 20 - Antietam.
This is a walking tour with John
Michael Priest and David C.
Hinze. Sunday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30
p.m.

The cost is $105, which
includes a picnic lunch.

July 24-26, War In West
Virginia: The Kanawha Valley
Campaign of 1841. Gary l.
Ecelbarger and W. Hunter
Lesser lead this. Thursday 8:00
p.m. through Saturday 5:00 p.m.

The cost is $295, which
includes 2 lunches.

August 21-24, John

Hunt Morgan's Great Raids In
Kentucky. In Lexington,
Kentucky with Kent Masterson
Brown. Thursday 8:00 pm
through Sunday 12:00 N.

The cost is $325 which
includes Friday and Saturday
lunches.

September 4-6, Defend-
ing RJchmond In 1864: A
Walking Tour of Yellow
Tavem, North Anna and Cold
Harbor. In Richmond, Virginia
with Robert E. L Krick and
Robert K Krick. Thursday 8:00
pm through Saturday 4:30 pm.

The cost is $295 which
includes two lunches.

For full program details
for the above go to
www,cwea.net or
cwea@e8rtblink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education Association,
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (800) 298-1861 or fax
(800) 550-1347.

Monument Dedication

On Saturday, April 26,
2003 there was an unveiling of
an Ohio Historical Marker com-
memorating American Civil War
soldiers of Asian descent and to
celebrate Ohio's bicentennial.
The marker is being permanently
placed at Franklin Park in
Columbus, Ohio.

The State of Ohio will
maintain the marker.

Thank You

We would like to thank
member Ben Bloom for his
generous gift to the Roundtable.

Edwin Gray Lee
(1836-1870)

Edwin Gray Lee was
born at "Leeland,· Virginia, on
May 27, 1836. He received his
early education at Hallowell's

school in Alexandria. He gra-
duated from the College of
William and Mary, and then took
up the legal profession in what is
now West Virginia. He was also
the son-in-law of General William
N. Pendleton. lee gave up is
practice to join the Confederacy
as an officer in the Hamtranck
Guards, a company he had been
associated with since John
Brown's raid.

He was a 2rodlieutenant
in the 2nd Virginia, he sub-
sequently became major, lieut-
enant colonel, and colonel of the
33n1• He served as an aide to
Stonewall Jackson at Harpers
Ferry during June and July 1861,
and took part in the Valley
campaign of 1862, the Seven
Days battles, Second Manassas,
Sharpsburg, and Fredericksburg.

He resigned in Decem-
ber 1862 because of ill health,
and was recommissioned colonel
in 1863, and given duty in
Richmond. On May 17, 1864 he

. was aSSigned to command the
post at Staunton, with orders to
recruit local troops for the
defense of the Shenandoah.
Appointed brigadier general on
September 23, 1864, Lee was
given a six months' leave of
absence for his health. The
Senate rejected his nomination
to grade of brigadier on February
24, 1865, although he apparently
was continued on the army rolls
until the end of the war. Shortly
before, he and his wife ran the
blockade and went to Montreal,
where Lee became the
successor to Jacob Thompson
and Clement Clay. They
remained in Canada until the
spring of 1866.

He would die at Yellow
Sulphur Springs on August 24,
1870, at the age of thirty-four.

From Genentla In Gray and Who W.
Who in the Confedem:y

http://www,cwea.net
mailto:cwea@e8rtblink.net.


RouDdtable ()ff"'teen
Pete Zuhars
General-in-Chief

740-363-9542 zeteman@yahoo.com
Gary Milligan
Inspector General

614-793..0761 milligg@colwnbus.rr.com
Mary Cbester
Adjutant General

614-497-3136
David Larrick
Historian General

740-369-1309
Patty Barker
Chief of Signal Corps

614-985-3353
War Council Members
Mike Van Huss
War Council Commander
Richard Cartwright

614-855-3333
Peter Burnside
Jamie Ryan

614-890-6485
Rory McIntyre

614-261-7179

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT
Nc;wsleuc:r of The Ray FaWCdl
Chapter of The Central Ohio Civil W. RDUDdcable

P. O. Bo,,471
Lewis Center. OH 43035-0471

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday. June II. 7:30 p.m. - Gerald 1.
Prokopowicz on the Anny of Ohio 1861-1862. The
meeting will be held at the Westerville Elettric
Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville. OR
43081.

Future Meetings:

July 9 - Richard McMurry. Atlanta Campaign
August 13 - Ed Bearss
September 10 - tba
October 8 - Frank O'Reilly. Fredericksburg
November 12 - tba

mailto:zeteman@yahoo.com
mailto:milligg@colwnbus.rr.com

