
General-In-Chiers Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would first like to thank
Mike Shurig for being a last
minute replacement for the
scheduled speaker at the May
meeting.

For those of you who
were unable to attend Mike gave
an interesting presentation on
dead Civil War artist. See the
Adjutant General's report for a
summation.

I hOie to see all of you at
the June 13 meeting.

Adjutant Genera/'s Report
May 9, 2001 Meeting

By
Mary Chester

The Roundtable's own
Mike Shurig entertained all with
his presentation of "Dead Civil
War Painters.· Mike who has an
Art History degree from Ball State
University .surprised everyone
with his warning that he was very
opinionated!

Mike began by discussing
the current crop of painters who
specialize in Civil War "historical
snapshots.· Painters like Rocco,
who according to Mike isn't bad,
and Dale Gallon, who he doesn't
like. Don Troiani he judged to be
the only current painter "who
deserves to be hanging on a
wall."

The use of primary red at
the center of the picture was
explained as a means to draw the
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viewers eye to the painting.
There were multiple examples of
this technique, although the use
of "red" field blankets did strain
credibility. The works of the
French impressionist heavily
influenced American artists.
Paintings often included either a
Negro or an American Indian.

An early example of Civil
War art included the Curtis and
Allison prints, which were popular
in the 1890's. These paintings
provided sanitized versions of the
battles, with no blood and nicely
dressed Confederates. I share
Mike's intense dislike of these
paintings.

It was explained that
paintings of that period were a
form of entertainment, much like
going to a color movie today. An
example was the cyclorama,
which traveled the United States
and could be viewed for 25 cents.

The painters added their
own unique signature to their
work. Peter Frederick always
included the number of casualties
in the titles of his paintings.
Rothenmell did a series of
paintings of the battle of
Gettysburg, in which the faces of
all soldiers were the same!
James Walker introduced the use
of bright lights, such as shiny
buttons.

Julian Scott, who enlisted
at the age of 15, and saw serious
action at Lees Mill and won the
Congressional Medal of Honor,

went on to become the favorite
Civil War painter of his era.
William B. T. Treggo, who was
crippled by polio as a toddler,
would tie a brush to his arm, and
move his entire body to paint.
Despite this handicap, Treggo
completed over 200 military
paintings.

Winslow Homer, one of
the greatest painters, was an
illustrator for Harpers Weekly. He
shied away from combat and
concentrated his efforts on camp
life. His painting of three
Confederate prisoners with a
Union officer was used as a
scene in the movie Gettysburg.
Mike indicated this is just one of
many such examples of scenes
from paintings being used in
modem movies.

Mike concluded his
presentation with examples of his
own "black velvet art: This part
of the presentation had to be
experienced to be appreciated.
My personal favorite was the
sketch of Stonewall Jackson, in
heaven, meeting Elvis Presley.
Flying above the two was General
Jackson's amputated arm (the
wrong arm of course), in uniform;
the arm had even grown angel
wings.

Mike indicated that he
was not going to commit his
efforts to the velvet canvas until
he received a commission. Don't
quit your day job Mike, but thanks
for a very enjoyable presentation.
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Editor's Note

I would like to apologize for not changing the
meeting date on the last page of May's newsletter.

Just a reminder our meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month (except July when
there is no meeting). The only other time there would
be a change would be for a speaker who could only
make it on another day and we usually have sufficient
time to let the members know of the change.

Congratulations

Our congratulations go out to Ben Wallace
and the Grandview Heights High Schools' In The
Know team, which came in second out of 70 teams
for the 2000-2001 year.

Monitor

Starting in March another diving season was
started for The Mariners' Museum's Monitor 2001 ex-
peditions. Crewswere conducting expeditions to pre-
pare the site for this season's three-phase expedition.

In June and July it is hoped that the 3D-ton
engine will be recovered, along with a portion of the
armor belt and hull that covers the turret If time
permits the team hopes to start the excavation of the
turret which is slated for recovery during the 2002
diving season.

All the recovered items will be taken to The
Mariners' Museum (which was selected as the custo-
dian for all Monitor artifacts in 1987) for conservation,
interpretation and education.

For information on the museum and the
Monitor go to W\Wi.mariner,oCQ and www.monitorcenter,ora.

From The Civil War NeWs

H. L Hunley Update

By mid-April remains of eight crewmembers
had been found in the sediment. The remains were
found at the crew's stations, indicating that the
Hunley sank quickly, and there was no rush to
escape. A new theory about what happened is that
the viewport on the front conning tower was shot out
or blown out and the sub took on water.

Some of the items recovered so far have
been bits of a belt, clothing, wooden buttons, two mili-
tary buttons, a piece of cloth coated with a rubber-like
material and two crank handles, also found were a
corked glass bottle and a wooden shelf that were part
of the ballast system.

....

From The Civil War News

Maryland Part of Virginia's
Trails

Preparation began for four new trails
that will cross the Potomac River into Maryland.

The trails are being commissioned by
Maryland and will be the state's first Civil War
tour routes.

The new trails which all begin or end in
Virginia, will include "Antietam: Lee Invades
Maryland"; "Gettysburg: Invasion and Retreat"
"John Wilkes Booth: Escape of an Assassin·~
and a tour yet to be named that encompasses
the Baltimore area and Chesapeake Bay.

The Antietam trail is the first to be plan-
ned out. It will ,begin in Leesburg, Va., and
cross the Potomac at White's Ferry to follow
the main route of Lee's army to Frederick, Md.,
South Mountain and Sharpsburg. The route
will include about 50 stops with interpretive
signs, including such sites as Crampton's Gap
at South Mountain, and Best Grove, where a
Federal soldier found Robert E. Lee's cam-
paign orders wrapped around three cigars.

The route will cover 13 miles in Virginia
and 104 miles in Maryland. Also included will
be 13 miles in West Virginia that will follow the
Confederate advance to Sharpsburg from
Harpers Ferry along the river road. The tour
will end back in Leesburg.

The goal is to complete the first
Maryland trails by the 140thanniversary of the
battle of Antietam, September 2002.

From the CMI War News

Dues

It is time to renew memberships. The
dues have been increased this year to the
following:

Single - 25.00
Family - 35.00
Students - 15.00

Please make checks payable to the
Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable. They can
be brought to the meetings or mailed to: Patty
Barker, 8023 lakeloop Drive, Westerville, OH
43081.

?

http://www.monitorcenter,ora.


Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for May

Port Hudson, Louisiana, May 27, 1863.

Civil War Puzzler for June

On his June 1862 ride around McClellan's
army, why did J. E. B. Stuart, C. S. A, especially
dread the possibility of meeting Brig. Gen. Philip St.
George Cooke?

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

I do not have a topic for the June meeting or
if there is a meeting.

Meetings are held in the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main. The meetings start
at 7:30 p.m. If you have any questions please
contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or
mccaul.l@osu.edu

Ohio Reenactment

June 23, 24 - 15th .annual Licking County
Civil War Reenactment held at Infirmary Mound Park,
in Granville.

Scenarios will be taken from the Battle of
Shiloh on both days. Living history, period church
service, ladies' social and fashion show, and a grand
military ball.

Hosted by the Licking Park District, 8th
Kentucky CSA and 73rrJOVI.

For more information contact the Licking
Park District, P.O, Box 590, Granville, OH 43023, or
call (740) 587-2535 or Jpd@msmisp.com:
www.msmisp.comllpd

The Civil War and American Society
Seminar

June 21 - 24, 2001 - at the George Tyler
Moore Center for the Study of the Civil War,
Shepherd College, Shepherdstown, WV. The topic
will be Soldiers and Sailors in the Civil War. This 3%- _
day seminar combines lectures and tours.

Dr. Carol Reardon a professor of history at
Penn State University will lead a full-day tour of the
Seven Days Battle.

Thomas Clemens is a professor of history at
Hagerstown Community College and will lead a tour

._.,..

of Fort McHenry, focusing on its use as a Civil
War prison and coastal fortification.

Dennis Ringle a retired navy
commander will present a lecture on the history
of the U.S.S. Constellation and will lead a tour
of the vessel, which is moored, at Baltimore's
Inner Harbor.

Frank O'Reilly who is a resident
historian at the Stonewall Jackson Shrine will
lecture on the Liberty Hall Volunteers
(Company I, 4thVirginia Infantry).

John Hennessy, assistant
superintendent at the Fredericksburg and
Spotsylvania National Military Park will discuss
the relationship between Union General
George McClellan and the men he
commanded.

Dana Shoaf associate editor of
America's Civil -War magazine, will offer a
lecture on the Military Order of the Loyal Legion
of the United States.

For more information call the Center at
(304) 87€h5429; or
http://www.shepherd.edu/gtmcweb/cwcenter.htm

Civil War Encampment

Saturday & Sunday, July 21 & 22 - 1
a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Glendower State MemOrial,
Lebanon, OH.

The Ohio Valley Civil War Association
will conduct this encampment, with artillery,
cavalry, sharpshooters, a medical unit, and
infantry.

Admission to the encampment is free.
The house is $3/adults, $1/students K-12, for
more information call (800) 283-8927 or (513)
932-1817.

Reenactment

July 20-22 - the 138th amiversary of
the Battle of Buffington Island in Portland.

Hosted by the 91st OVI, Company B,
sponsored by The Meigs County Historical
SOCietyand Harris Farms.

For information call Greg Forquer at
(740) 654-6256; forguer@computech-
online.net; or Tom Marshall at (740) 653-1699;
tom910vi@ohiolinks.com.
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mailto:Jpd@msmisp.com:
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, June 13 , 7:30 p.m. - topic is unknown at
the time of newsletter mailing. The meeting will be
at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

NO July meeting

Dates are subject to cbange
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