
General-In-Chlefs Report
By

Patty Barker

Thanks to all those who attended
the May meeting and also to Kurt
Holman on his informative presenta-
tion about the Perryville battle.

Our next meeting will be Wednes-
day, June 16, 7:30 p. m. at Chemical
Abstracts, 2540 Olentangy River Rd.

The speaker for the evening will
be Tom Desjardin.

Also, at the June meeting it will
be election time for 4 of the officers
and one War Council member. See
page three of the newsletter for more
information.

I hope to see all of you at the
June meeting.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville, OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (office)
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Historian General's Report
by

Dave Larrtck

June's speaker will be Tom
Desjardin author of "Stand Firm Ye
Boys From Maine: The 20th Maine
and the Gettysburg Campaign." Mr.
Desjardin will be addressing the 20th
Maine's role on Little Roundtop on the
2nd day of the Gettysburg battle. He
will also discuss how Joshua Chamb-
ertaln's legend has grown in both
popularity and myth. Say's Mr.
Desjardin "I try to give people a
sense of skepticism about stories
that seem to good to be true - they
usually are."

Currently a resident of Gettys-
burg, PA., our speaker was born and
raised in the State of Maine where he
earned his Ph.D. in American History
before relocating to Pennsylvania. He
is currently involved in an extensive
mapping project of the Gettysburg
Battlefield and has eppeared in two
documentary films. Mr. Desjardin
has been approached by two differ-
ent filmmakers about putting the
"Stand Firm" story on film.

So please join us for what should
be an interesting presentation .

Membership Dues

Irs that time of year again to re-
new your membership:

Family- $25
Single - $20
'Students - $15

You may bring them to the meet-
ings or they can be mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable
P. O. Box 1863
Westerville,OH 43086-1863

Picnic

On Saturday, August 21, at
2:00 p.m., we will be holding a picnic
at our Historian General, Dave Lar-
rick's home.

We will need to have all of those
attending complete a sign-up form
that will be included in the July news-
letter. This form will need to be return-
ed to the Roundtable's post office
box by August 1 if you plan to attend.



Buffington Island Update

On May 18, in Columbus, Shelly
Materials, the Army Corps of Engin-
eers and the Ohio Historic Preserva-
tion Office signed an agreement which
would allow mining on the Buffington
Island battlefield. The Meigs County
Historical Society and the Ohio Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War re-
fused to sign the agreement.

Under the agreement, Shelly will
set aside the 40 acres known as the
Bloody Ground, where some of the
heaviest fighting reputedly occurred,
and will give it to Ohio for preservation.
But that could be 30 years down the
road because Shelly will haul gravel to
barges over those 40 acres.

The agreement now goes to the
Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion in Washington for its considera-
tion.

Even if the council objects, the
Corps of Engineers can issue a permit
to allow Shelly to build a loading dock
and mooring points for barges that will
carry away the gravel.

The company also has applied for
a mining permit with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. As part of
the application, Shelly agreed to do
the mining in stages.

"This will give proponents of pre-
servation the opportunity to seek fund-
ing to purchase parts of the property
that will not be mined for many years"
said Amos Loveday, the state's histor-
ic preservation officer.

In agreement, the company
agreed to pay for an archaeological
study of the property before mining
begins.

The agreement also calls for the
company to give $100,000 to be
matched by the state, for educational
purposes - such as historical markers

on the battlefield
But the company can use

$60,000 of the money to pay for
litigation if it is sued.

Shelly also has agreed to allow
archaeological study under the
supervision of the Ohio Historic
Preservation Office on 19 spots
identified as historically significant

Paul D. Rice, an attorney for
Shelly, said mining could begin as
earty as this summer.

Loveday said "the plan is not
perfect, and some will be dissatis-
fied, but given the federal regula-
tions, irs the best agreement that
could be arrived at"

"Ifs never good to lose a his-
toric site."

Clock Ticking In Wilderness

The 455-acre site of Long-
streets attack, known as Hamilton's
Thicket, lies in private hands, next
to the Fredericksburg and Spot-
sylvania National Military Park.

For eight years the National
Park Service has wanted to ac-
quire the land, and the developer-
owner has expressed a willingness
to sell. Yet a deal has never mater-
ialized.

But now the dock is ticking.
A recent pact delays develop-

ment of the property for three
years, offering what may be the
last chance to save a key historic
tract. The park service must get
the authority and the money to buy
the land, which may have a market
value in the millions.

The patch of ground was slat-
ed for subdivision homes, when it
was sold to a developer with plans
for a 2,800-acre golf course comm-
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unity in 1988. NTS Virginia Inc., the
developer of the Fawn Lake comm-
unity, publidy pledged to consider
selling the historic parcel for pres-
ervation.

Yet, talks have gone nowhere.
The park service is currently auth-
orized to acquire the Wilderness
tract only by donation, and non-
profit groups have been unsuccess-
ful in their bids to purchase it.

An NTS spokesman said the
developer is willing to accept fair
market value. Should a sale faU to
occur within three years, develop-
ment of the tract will happen in
phases, with the least significant
portions vulnerable first, according
to the recent deal.

Rep. Herbert H. Bateman, ex-
pects to introduce legislation in the
coming weeks to allow the park ser-
vice to buy the htstoric site, with
hopes for final passage by fall, a
spokesman said.

Next, it could take another year
or more for Congress to appropriate
funds for the purchase. Lastly, the
sides must agree on sale terms and
price. The U. S. Department of the
Interior last year got the developer's
permission to begin a preliminary
appraisal of the land's fair market
value.

From the Richmond TImes-Oi&patch
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

06- 14-1861 - Skirmish at Seneca
Mills, Maryland.

06-21-1862 - Skirmish at Sammons
Bluff, South Carolina.

06-15-1863 - The British House of
Lords debates the seI-
zure of British ships by
U. S. vessels.

06-19-1864 - Siege of Petersburg
begins.

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for May

Red River.

Civil War Puzzler for June

Who informed President Lincoln
on June 30, 1862, that, after days of
fighting, most Federal forces were
safely south of the Chickahominy
River.

New Members

On behalf of the Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable I would like to wel-
come the fOllowing· new members to
our organization:

Raymond Albert and Roxanne Macioci
Vidoria AIltaker
Jason Dietsch
Richard and Andrea Huff

Also, welcome back to the following:

Mike Shurig
Janet Baden

Reenactments

June 25 - 27 - 13th annual Licking
County reenadment, "Chicka-
mauga in Ohio" in Newark. Living
history, two battfes, church service,
and grand ball.

Hosted by the Licking Park
Department and the 8th Kentucky
CSA

For information contact Lick-
ing Park Distrid, P. O. Box 590,
Granville, OH 43023, (614) 587-
2535; or Eli R. Beachy, 8th Ken-
tucky CSA, Box 251, Chippewa
Lake,OH 44215, (330) 769-4498.

June 26 - 27 - 8th annual Civil War
reenadment at Ottawa Metro
Park, Lima. Battles both days,
ladies' social and workshop, chil-
dren's games. Saturday dinner
and dance, church service.

Sponsered by the Johnny
Appleseed Metro Park Distrid, the
Lima Museum of Military History,
the Allen Historical Society, the
118th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and
the 13th Tennessee Infantry.

For information contact Dale
Alkire, 1027W. Elm St., Lima, OH
45805, (419) 227-6729.

July 16 - 18 - 136th anniversary
commemoration of the Battle of
Buffington Island, the only Civil War
battle fought in Ohio, in Portland.

Hosted by the 91st Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry Co. B, and sponsered
by the Meigs County Historical
Society and Harris Farms.

For information contad Greg
Forquer (740) 654-6256 or Tom
Marshall (740) 653-1699.
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Living History

July 17 - 18 - Civil War and pre-
1840 encampments as part of the
Oak Ridge Festival in Attica. Craft-
smen and artisans in Ohio frontier
garb, muzzle loading competitions,
children's activities, entertainment,
and music. Saturday 10-6. Sunday
10-5. $4 adults, $3 seniors, $2
ages 8-12.

For information call (800) 254-
1971.

Election of Officers

Below is a list of names for
your consideration to serve as offi-
cers for the Roundtable for the July,
1999-June 2000 year.

General-in-Chief - Patty Barker
lnspector General - Pete Zuhars
Adjutant General - Bill Kavage
Chief Signal Corps - Patty Barker

The only change to the War Council
will be Pete Zuhars postion. Any
one interested in this position
please contact Patty Barker at
(614) 841-0760 (home) or (614)
422-7582 (work) or see Patty be-
fore the June 9th meeting begins.



THE WAR CORRESPONDENT

Editor: Patty Barker

ROUNDTABLE OFFICERS

Patty Barker, General-in-Chief
Bill Lennox, Inspector General
Bill Kavage, Adjutant General
Howard Strouse, War Council Commander
David Larrick, Historian General
Patty Barker, Chief of Signal Corps
Peter Zuhars, War Council Member
Tony Ten-Barge, War Council Member
Judith Bennett, War Council Member
Ed Chapdelaine, War Council Member

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS
I

I
June 16,1999 - Tom Desjardin on the
20th Maine & Joshua L. Chamberlain.
The meeting Is at 7:30 p. m., Chemical
Abstracts, 2540 Olentangy River Road.

Future meetings:
(614) 841-0760
(140) 861-1n9
(614) 524-8181
(140) 864-2681
(140) 369-1309
(614) 841-0760
(140) 363-9542
(614) 847-1663
(140) 759-1708
(140) 545-6696

July - no meeting

August 11, 1999

August 21, 1999 - Picnic for Roundtable
members and their families. Look for
more information in upcoming news-
letters.

'I,:

Dates are subject to change
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