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General-in-Chief's Report
By

PeteZuhars

Thanks to Ken Gott for
his excellent talk last month on
the Fort Henry-Fort Donelson
Campaign. His power point pre-
sentation was extremely interest-
ing and very helpful to those of us
who were able to tour Fort
Donelson,on our way to Shiloh, a
couple of weeks ago.

Our speaker this month
will be John Thompson. (See
Historian Generals report) John's
topic will be the 1st and 2nd US
Sharp ooters, better known as
Berdan's Sharpshooters.

Our spring battlefield trip
to Shiloh went very well. We had
great weather except for some
light showers on Sunday after-
noon. Our guide, Tim Smith, did
a great job of showing us around
Corinth as well as the Shiloh
Battlefied. Tim has a new book
coming out this spring on the
Battle of Champions Hill. Tim is
hoping to come to Ohio in the
near future to give us a talk on
this Battle. Thanks to Patty
Barker and Mary Chester for
vol teering to make our sack
lunches every day. Those lunch-
es saved us a lot of time and
money and we appreciated their
efforts. Thanks!

Since it is May we will be
electing new Roundtable Officers
at our June meeting. If you would
like to serve or would like to
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nominate someone to serve,
please do so at the May meeting.

Somehow it doesn't
seem like two years have gone
by since our last election. As out
going General-in-Chief I would
like to take this opportunity to
thank all the Roundtable Officers
and War Council members who
have given their input and advice
these past two years. Thanks
also to all the memberswho have
assisted with things like moving
the chairs and tables before and
after meetings and providing
various pieces of equipment
needed to put on our meetings.
Many of our members have given
their time and energy to help out
by filling in on short notice when
speakers have cancelled. You
have been lifesavers. Please
believe me when I say I could not
have done my job without your
help. Thank you all. .

Your Obedient Servant,
PeteZuhars

Answer to April
Puzzler

Richmond, VA.

May Puzzler

What kind of attire did
men of the Ninth Mississippi
wear at the Battle of Shiloh?
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Welcome

Please welcome the fol-
lowing new members:

Steve Morman
Joe Sheldon

Important
Announcements

• The 2004-2005
dues are due.

$15 student
$25 single
$35 family

They can be brought to
the meetings or they can be
mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil
War Roundtable, PO
Box 471, Lewis Center,
OH 43035-0471

Historian General's
Report

Our speaker for the May
12th, meeting is John
Thompson. His topic for the
evening will be on the "U.S.
Sharpshooters".

Mr. Thompson was born
in a very exotic place, Columbus,
Ohio, many years ago.

He graduated from the
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performed miserably in the
Mexican War. Finally, Brig.
General Simon Bolivar Buckner
had little respect or regard for
either of the senior commanders.

Buckner convinced
Floyd to abandon Fort Donelson
and to make a stand at
Cumberland City. Pillow
however, pulled seniority and
convinced Floyd to make a stand
at Donelson.

Foote's gunboats arrived
early in the aftemoon of
February 14, 1862. A furious
duel with the Confederate water
batteries left Foote wounded and
the gunboats so damaged that
they were forced to retreat. The
Confederates were jubilant. Not
only had the Union assault on
the outworks the day before
been a failure, the ironclads had
been repulsed.

Unfortunately for the
southem cause, Grant had been
receiving reinforcements and
had almost completed the
encirclement of the Confederate
forces. The rebels moved
against the Union right, in an
effort to clear a route to
Nashville. During the moming of
February 15, the Union Army
was forced to retreat step by
step. By 10 a.m., McClemand's
division was shattered after four
hours of fighting. Buckner
launched a half-hearted attack.

Two hours later Buckner
launched a more spirited attack
and McClemand withdrew. Lew
Wallace deployed his division
and stopped the Confederate
attack.

At 2 p.m. Grant ordered
Smith to attack the Confederate
right. Buchanan's men retumed
too late and lost a section of the
trenches. Pillow's men retumed
to the trenches and Drake's
brigade covered the move.
Floyd's whereabouts during this
time are unknown.

chronic lack of men and
leadership.

Fort Henry, located on
the Tennessee Rover was also
an earthen fort built on an old
steamboat landing. Engineers
arriving at the partially completed
fort noted waterlines in the trees.
At the time of the battle, the fort
was partially inundated and in
danger of being completely
flooded. The location did offer
unlimited field of fire for the water
batteries.

The Confederate occu-
pation of Columbus, Kentucky
ended Kentucky neutrality and
eliminated the buffer zone.
Grant promptly occupied Pad-
ucah and Smithland. After
repeated attempts, was finally
able to obtain permission to
move.

Flag-Officer Andrew
Foote's furious gunboat's bomb-
ardment of Fort Henry forced the
surrender of Fort Henry, but not
before commanding officer Brig.
General Lloyd Tilghman, sent
most of his garrison to Fort
Donelson.

When the Confederates
from Fort Henry arrived at Fort
Donelson, they find that there
was no one in command and
little had been done. The men of
the fort were demoral,ized and
"gunboat fever" spread rapidly.

The Confederate com-
mand was in crisis. Should they
reinforce Fort Donelson to buy
time for Hardee to mass against
Grant before Buell could
reinforce him? Should they
withdraw - all armies into
Tennessee and develop a
counter defensive?

Fort Donelson was
under the command of John
Floyd, former Secretary of War
to James Buchanan. While
serving in this capacity Floyd's
scandalous deals humiliated his
President and the nation. Next
in command was Gideon Pillow,
a political appointee who had
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lodging and meal rates. Call
502-696-Q607or nickyh@mis.net
Noon-8 pm.

July 20 - Camp Nelson.
This was the site of an important
Union Army supply depot and
enlistment center for African-
American and White troops. The
park includes five miles of
interpretive trails, an interpretive
center and house museum.
Hands-on archaeology at the
prison site; artillery demonstra-
tions by the 12th U.S. Colored
Heavy Artillery; and guided tours.
Call 859-881-9126. 10 am - 5
pm.

July 21 - Richmond.
Complete Confederate Victory.
There will be a presentation on
the Battle of Richmond, Ken-
tucky, by a noted authority on the
details of this fight; living history,
visit to an 1860s wayside tavern;
guided tours of Richmond battle-
field all the way from Big Hill to
the Richmond Cemetery. Call
800-866-3705.

July 22 Camp
Wildcat. The War in Kentucky
Begins. See where the Union
held the Wilderness Road. See
the Confederate campsite, traces
of the Wilderness Road, original
trenches, and hospital rock.
Enjoy a hayride tour, historical
speaker and living history. Call
800-348-0095 or
tourism@lItc.net. 10 am - 5 pm.

July 23 - Mill Springs.
The Fog War. Free battlefield
tours all day. "The Confederate
Perspective" a special excursion
will go from Mill Springs to
Logan's Crossroads. Starting
10:00 am, end at 2:00 pm and
includes lunch on Lake
Cumberland. $35 per person
donation is appropriate. Re-
servations required. Call 606-
679-1859 or
administrator@millsprings.net.

July 24 - Perryville.
Kentucky's Largest Battle.
Call 1-888-332-1862 or
swsanders@bellsouth.net.

of Kernstown, Charles Town and
Mount Hebron Cemetery. The
participants are Gary L
Ecelbarger, Scott M. Patchan,
Melissa Delcour, Rod Gainer and
Joseph W. W. Whitehorne.

This is from Wednesday
7:30 pm through Saturday 8:30
pm.

The cost is $295, which
includes lunches on Thursday
and Friday and Saturday
evenings William Woods Hassler
Award presentation and banquet.

July 9-11 The
Kilpatrick-Dahlgren Raid.

This is a field tour led by
Bruce M. Venter.

This is from Friday 8:00
pm through Sunday 4:30 pm.

The cost is $245, which
includes lunches on Saturday
and Sunday, with a Saturday
evening hospitality suite.

For more information
and registration contact Civil War
Education Association at: phone
800-298-1861 or fax 800-550-
1347; e-mail cwea@earthlink.net
or www.cwea.net

Civil War Heritage Trail

Six important Kentucky
Civil War sites are cooperating to
provide visitors with an oppor-
tunity to tour the region in unpre-
cedented style. On successive
days July 19-24, 2004, these
sites will offer expertly guided
tours, hands-on activities,
concerts, living history programs
and more.

July 19 - Frankfort: The
War In the Capitol City. There
will be an opening ceremony with
artillery salutes; living. history
visits to a garrison encampment
and an 1864 inn; tours of Fort
Hill park and Morgan's Last Raid
skirmish site; Old State Capitol;
Kentucky Military History
museum; evening Civil War
concert in historic downtown by
Saxton's Cornet Band. Special

Coming CWEA Events

By 6 p.m. both armies faced yet
another cold night. Grant plan-
ned to resume his assault the
following morning.

Surrounded, facing the
possibility of a siege and starva-
tion. the Confederate command
was faced with the necessity of
surre dering their army. Floyd
and Pillo both passed com-
ma d to Buckner, and slipped
away "th about 2.000 men.
Calvary commander Nathan
Bedford Forrest and his forces
escaped across swollen Lick
Cree

S nday morning, after a
final Mile attempt, the Confed-
erates faced the reality of their
situa io. When Buckner asked
Gra terms of surrender, he
received e reply that will
fore er e associated with the
Unio Ge eral, "unconditional
s rre er".

I summary, Gott
s at the forts were
laced. the enemy and

ads were overesti-
and there was no back
. The loss of the forts

was a a solute disaster for the
Co ede aey.

J e 11-13 -- Lee and
His Ueutenants at Gettysburg.

is is a comprehensive
three-day alking tour led by
Gary W. Gallagher and Robert K.
Krick.

is is from Friday 9:00
am r g Sunday 3:30 pm.

e cost is $395, which
i es I nches on Friday,
Sa rday and Sunday.

Ju e 23-26 - Z'd Annual
Shenandoah Valley Civil War
Conference & Tour.

This features talks and
to rs of the 2nd Battle of
Wi es er, Cool ~rings,
R e ord's Farm, and 2 Battle
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 12,7:30 p.m. - The speaker will be
John Thompson - U. S. Sharpshooters. The meeting
will be held at the Westerville Electric Company,
139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OB 43081.

Future Meetings:

June 9 - James Ryan - "Unknown Battles of the
Overland Campaign: The Fifth Corps Operations on
Sanders Field at the Wilderness, Laurel Hill at
Spotsylvania Court House, Jericho Mill at the North
Anna and Bethesda Church at Cold Harbor.

July 14 - Howard Strouse - Baltimore in the Civil
War

August 11 - Larry Daniel - "Days of Glory: The
Army of the Cumberland, 1861-1865
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