
General-In-Chiers Report
By

PeteZuhars

It's finally May. Now if
we could just get the weather to
feel like May. It was nice to see
the great tum out at the April
meeting. If you couldn't attend
you missed a great presentation
by Jamie Ryan on the fight for
Chinn Ridge at Second
Manassas. As always Jamie had
a very detailed and interesting
presentation.

It was also great to see
and walk the grou'ld at Chinn
Ridge with Jamie two weeks later
on our annual Battlefield Trip,
which was to Second Manassas
this year. Ihave been on eight of
these trips since joining the
Roundtable and I think this was
one of the BEST trips yet. Next
years trip is already in ~
planning stage but as of thIS
writing our destination has not
been decided. The two front-
runners are Jackson's 1862
Valley Campaign and a Ft Hervy,
Ft Donelson, Stones River,
Tullahoma tour. If you are
interest in going or you have a
suggestion let Jamie Ryan knaN.

Our speaker for the May
meeting is Nikki Schofield. (See
Historian Generars Report).
Nikki will speak on the Confed-
erate Seaet Service. If any of
you have read "The Dahlgren
Affair" you will have read about
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some of the topics she will be
talking about.

J would like to remind
you of some of the speakers we
have fined up for this SlI1'IITI8f
and fall. In July Richard McMurry
will be talking about the Atlanta
Campaign. I have read his book
and found it to be very good. In
August Ed Bearss will visit us.
I'm not sure of Ed's topiC, but I'm
sure it will be great. In October
Frank O'Reilly wilt visit. He has a
new book out on the Fredericks-
burg Campaign which is getting
great reviews as you can see we
have some great speakers c0rn-
ing in. Make plans to attend and
bring your friends and family to
hear these speakers.

NOTICE: May is the
month OUT dues are due for 2003-
2004. Please send your money
in ASAP. We would like to have
an idea of our total fi.rlds so we
can plan our speakers for next
year. $25 single, $35 family, $15
student. It!
. See you at the May 14
meeting.

Your Obedient Servant,
PeteZuhars

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

• The 2003-2004 dues are
due.

$15 Student
$25 Single
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$35 family

They can be brought to the
meetings or they can be mailed to:

The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable, PO Box 471,

lewis Center, OH 43()35.{)471.

Historian General's Report

Our speaker for the May
14th meeting will be Nikki
Schofield as Susan Pendleton
Lee. Her topic for the evening will
.be •The Confederate Seemt
Setv#ce in CanlKla.

Susan Pendleton lee
was the wife of General Edwin
Gray Lee, head of the
Confederate Secret Service in
canada during the last few
months of the war. Her younger
brother, Sandie was Chief~-Staff
for Stonewall Jackson, and her
father, General William Nelson
Pendleton, was Chief-of-.6lt1l1ery
for Robert E. lee.

Sue will tell of the
exploits of the Confederates
based in Canada, before and
dlr'ing her residence there.
Among the stories Susan will
relate are the New York Draft
Riots in July 1863; the Bank Raid
in St. Albans, Vermont in
October, 1864; the battle on Lake
Erie to capture the U.S.S.
Michigan and free the prisoners
on Johnson's Island; the plot to
bum New York City in November,
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1864; and her husband's dealings
with John Harrison Surratt, one of
the Uncoln conspirators.

Our speaker Nikki
Schofield is past president cl the
Indianapolis Civil War Round
Table. She is currently organiz-
ing the dub's annual trip which
will be to Charleston to see The
Hunley, JI.Ile 20-27, 2003. Nikki
has been the law librarian at
Bingham McHale, the fourth larg-
est Indiana law firm, since 1974.
Her okfer son Robert 'NOf'1(s at
Prodor and Gamble in Cincinnati.
Her younger son Gaven woriaI for
Capital One, in the capital of the
Confederacy, and is a Civil War
buff.

Nikki has portrayed Mary
Surratt, mother of John H. Surratt,
and Anzolette Page Pendleton,
mother of Susan and Sandie.
She is currently researching Belle
Boyd for a future presentation on
the ·Perils of Spying •.

Adjutant Genera/'s
Report

March 13th Meeting
By

Mary Chester

Past President and form-
er member Eric Wittenberg,
challenged the members of the
Roundtable during his present-
ation of "UttJe Phil: A
Reassessment of the Civil War
LeadelShlp of General Philip
H. Sheridan.

Phil Sheridan has long
been considered to be one of the
four great captains of the Union
cause. This places him in the
company of Grant, Sherman and
Thomas.

While with the Army of
the Tennessee, Sheridan met
General Grant and their futures
became ·irretrievably intertwined.'
Grant became Sheridan's
staunchest champion, overtook-
ing significant flaws in his
character. First of all, Sheridan

took liberty with the truth. As an
example, Eric told the story of
Sheridan's birth. Phil claimed to
have been born in Albany, New
Yori<, when he actually bam in
Ireland. With Presidential aspira.-
tions, Phil had to deny his foreign
birth.

Sheridan also had an
aggressive nature, which almost
cost him his military career. p.J
West Point he took exception to a
command from future General
Temil, and threatened to use his
bayonet to -fU'l him through:
Terrill was forced to report the
incident and in reaction Sheridan
attacked him. As a result, Sheri-
dan was suspended for one year.
Phil was also a bit hypocritical.
The man faT10us for saying that
·the only good Indian was a dead
one' spent his nights in the anns
of an Indian maiden.

A glory hound, Sheridan
did not hesitate to daim the glory
belonging to others. At Mission-
ary Ridge. it was William B.
Hazen's division that first reached
the ridge and broke Bragg's line
of defense. This did not stop
Sheridan from claiming the deed
and propelling himself into the
public eye.

In February 1864, Grant
was called east to assume c0m-
mand of all the Union Armies. He
developed a grand strategy that
was designed to keep pressu:e
on the Confeder ate Army on all
fronts, at all times. Grant planned
.to travel with the Nmy of the
Potomac. In addition. his plan
called for Sheridan to advance on
Atlanta, a campaign in LOUisiana
intended to go up the Red River
Valley, campaiwl in the Shenan-
doah Valley and finally a cam-
paigl in what became known as
the Bermuda Hundred campaign
with Ben Butler and the /vrny of
the James. The key to the
Confederacy had been their
ability to shift troops and to meet
threats at all fronts. If pressed at
all times, at all fronts, something

\YOUld crack. This was Grant's
strategic plan, and it worked.

Grant however, had a
problem. The Union Cavalry.
which in 1863 had been formed
into a powerful and effective tool,
was but a shadow of its former
self. In December 1863, John
Buford, clearly the finest cavalry
soldier In the Union Ivmy, died.
Trns left the 1· Division without a
convnander. Pleasanton, blamed
for Kilpatrick's disastrous attempt
to free Union prisoners in
Richmond, Virginia, made the
mistake of tuming on George
Meade. After loosing Meade's
support he was fired. Sheridan
replaced Pleasanton as the Corp
Coninander. He brought to the
position a total of 90 days cavalry
experience. Sheridan then set
out to rebuild his cavalry.

Chosen to command the
1· Division was Brigadier General
Alfred Tolbert, who had no
expenence commanding horse
soldiers. Commanding the ~
. Division was a David McMurtry
Gregg. Gregg was a good
commander, but by his own
choice, an outsider. A Typo-
graphical Engineer by the name
of James Harrison Wilson was
selected to command the ~
Division. Wilson had no e~r-
iance commanding more than a
Corp of cadets. As Eric said, this
was a reape for disaster.

Under Sheridan's com-'
mand, the horse soldiers of the
Army of the Potomac had a sorry
record:

• Wildemess-Loss
• Todd's Tavem-loss
• Beaver Damn Station -

Inconsequential
• Yellow Tavem-Win
• Meadaw Bridges-An

escape
• Topodomy Creek

Indecisive
• Haws Shop-loss
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• Trevillion Station
lhrashed

• VVhite House landing~
Inconsequential

• Samara Church
Thrashed

• Deep Bottom-Embarrass-
ing

This record of 2~11~1,
instead of getting him fired, earned
him a promotion.

Sheridan assumed c0m-
mand of a 45,000 man army, facing
Early's anny of 17,000. Sheridan
defeated Earty not with his skill, but
with vastly superior forces. For this
he was named brigadier and major
general in the regular army. and
received the thanks of Con~ss.

Eric indicated that if this
information caused the audience to
reconsider their opinion of General
Sheridan, then he had achieved his
goal.

Answer to April Puzzler

Shiloh. April 6-7. 1862.

May Puzzler

What Confederate led an
epochal raid into western Virginia
in the spring of 1863, which al-
most reached the Ohio River?

Upcoming CEWA Events

June 4-8, Price's 1864
Missouri Raid: The Longest
Raid of the Civil War. This is a
field tour leaving from St. Louis,
MO with David C. Hinze and
others. Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
through Sunday 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $845 double
occupancy; $995 single
occupancy. The price includes 4
nights lodging, three breakfasts,
four lunches and one dinner.

June 13-15, Gettysburg
- From McPherson.'. Ridge to
Pickett'. Charge. This is a

comprehensive walking tour of
the three days of the Battle of
Gettysburg. This is led by Gary
Kross. Friday 9:00 a.m. through
Sunday 3:30 p.m.

The cost is $395 which
includes 3 lunches.

June 18-22, Shena"..
doah Valley Civil War Confer·
ence and Tour. This features
various talks plus tours of the
Third Battle of Winchester, VA
with Gary L. Ecelbarger, John
Heatwole, Scott M. Patchas and
others. Wednesday 8:00 p.m.
through Saturday 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $295 which
includes 3 lunches and Saturday
evening cookout and campfire at
the country home of Michael &
Beth Fratini.

July 12 - Gettysburg:
Daniel Sickles and the III
Corps on the SQcond Day at
Gettysburg. This is with
Zachery A Fry and Gary Kross.
Saturday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105 which
includes lunch.

July 19 - Pickett's
Charge. This is a walking tour
and tactical re-appraisal. This is
with John Michael Priest and
David C. Hinze. Saturday 8:45
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The cost is $105 which
includes lunch.

July 20 - Antietam.
This is a walking tour with John
Michael Priest and David C.
Hinze. Sunday 8:45 a.m. - 4:30
p.m.

The cost is $105 which
includes a picnic lunch.

July 24-26, War In west
Virginia: The Kanawha Valley
Campaign of 1861. This is led
by Gary L. Ecelbarger and W.
Hunter Lesser. Thursday 8:00
p.m. through Saturday 5:00 p.m.

The cost is $295 which

includes 2 lunches.
For full program details

for the above go to
www.cwea.net or
c;wea@earthlink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education Association.
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (SOO) 298-1861 or fax
(SOO)55~1347.

Civil War Days

May 17-18, the Stt1
annual Civil War Days. This will
be held at the Wood County
Historical Center, in Bowling
Green, OH. Hours are 10 a.m.~
p.m. Battles each day

.. This· co-hosted by the
Wood County Historical Center
and the 14tt1Ohio/31'd Mansas
Infantry.

For more information call
352-0967,(419)

bminton@wcnetora
http:lwoodcountyhistory.org

or

Monument Dedication

May 24 - dedication of
replacement soldier's statue in
the Willow Cemetery, Oregon,
OH starting at 1 p.m. There will
be a parade, speaker and music
by the 51t! Michigan Civil War
Band. There will be a cannon fir-
ing by the 21111Ohio Independent
Light Artillery.

This is sponsored by the
SUV James B. McPherson
Camp #66, DUV Harriet
Brubaker Tenet #139, Greater
Toledo Civil War Round Table,
East Toledo Historical Sodety,
and the City of Oregon.

For more information
contact Jeff Eversman, 1446
Eastland Dr., Oregon, OH
43616, miniball@aol.com

Thank You

A big thank you to Jamie
Ryan for once again planning an
excellent spring battlefield trip.

http://www.cwea.net
mailto:c;wea@earthlink.net.
mailto:miniball@aol.com
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 14, 7:30 p.m. - Nikki Schofield as
Susan Pendleton Lee on the Confederate Secret
Service in Canada. The meeting win be held at the
Westerville Electric Company. 139 E. Broadway,
Waterville. on 43081.

Future MHtings:

June 11 - Gary Adleman, Gettysburg
July 9 - Richard McMurry. Atlanta Campaign
August 13 - Ed Bearss
September 10 - tba
October 8 - Frank O'Reilly, Fredericksburg
November 12 - tba

IDates are _L' • to _L

....
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