
General-in-ChieFs Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would like to thank the
26 members and guests who
were able to attend the April 10th
meeting and heard Tom Clemens
speak on the Maryland
Campaign. See the Adjutant
General's report for more detail
on the presentation.

We still need 3 people to
be on the War Council. Please
see one of the Officers to let them
know if you are interested.
Elections are at the June meeting.

I hope to see all of you at
the May 8th meeting. Our
speaker for the evening will be
Ted Karle on Morgan's Raid.

Historian Generars
Report

By
Jamie Ryan

Our speaker for the May
8th meeting will be Ted Karle.

Mr. Karle currently lives in
Mentor, Ohio. In the mid-1990's
when he lived in Columbus he was
a member of our Roundtable. He
is currently a member of the Erie,
Pennsylvania Civil War Round-
table.

Mr. Karle has an ancestor
who fought in the 83rd
Pennsylvania Regiment, which
achieved lasting glory on the
slopes of Little Round Top and on
many other bloodstained fields of
the Civil War. He is an extensive
collector of Civil War memorabilia,

individuals opposed to the War of
Northern Aggression, would be
elected to Congress. Another
consideration was the Confederate
belief that Maryland was a southern
state under Union bondage.

Although never a stated
goal, it is believed that Lee hoped
that a victory in the North would
encourage France and England to
aid the Southern cause.

An invasion of the North
not only gave southern farmers the
opportunity to harvest their crops; it
gave Lee's Army the opportunity to
obtain provisions from the North.

Dr. Clemens explained that
Lee had three possible courses of
action. In the first, he could attack
Washington, a city occupied by
100,000 to 150,000 troops and
surrounded by siege guns. In the
second, Lee could dig in. The
danger with this option was that
with his back to the Potomac River,
he could to easily be flanked.
Finally, he could move north. This
Dr. Clemens believes is the only
action that would have made
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sense.
Significantly, Lee did not

ask permission for his decisions.
He advised Davis that he believed
that now was the time to act. Lee
believed that the Union Army, in its
present condition, would be unable
to move quickly. In addition, he
wanted to liberate Maryland.

Continued on page 2

including many unique items
related to Confederate Brigadier
General John Hunt Morgan and
his Ohio raid in July 1863.

Mr. Karle will be giving a
presentation on Morgan's Raid.

Adjutant Generars Report
April 10Meeting

By
Mary Chester

The annual trip is taking
members of our group to the
Antietam battlefield this year. Our
guide will be Dr. Tom Clemens. To
prepare for the trip, Dr. Clemens
spoke on the events that led to the
battle.

The defeat of the Union
Army at the Second Battle of
Manassas left Lee in command of a
victorious army just outside
Washington, D.C. In defeat and
disarray the Union Army retreated
into the Capitol, without the benefit
of a strong leader.

In one month, Lee had
moved the Union Army 100 miles
north of Richmond, and out of
Virginia. As Lee said, "Richmond is
never so safe as when her
defenders are absent." Both Lee
and CSA President Jefferson Davis
believed that the way to win the war
was to appear invincible.

In less than two months,
mid-term elections would be held in
the North. The South wanted to
keep the pressure on, in hopes that
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Adjutant General's Report continued

Lee could not remain where he was since he
had no provisions. He indicated that he must endeavor
to harass if he is unable to destroy. So just one week
after his victory over Pope's Army at Second Bull Run,
Lee took the war to the north.

At this stage of the war, the organization of the
Army of Northern Virginia was very fluid. The two corps
under Longstreet and Jackson had yet to be created
and regiments were frequently moved about. •

By September 7, Lee had gathered most of the
elements of his army in Frederick, Maryland, where he
remained for five days, baiting the Union Army.

In contrast to Lee who enjoys command of a
victorious army and the support of his President,
McClellan, over serious protests, is given command of
the army in defense of Washington. On September 5,
he takes command of a field army that is to defend
Washington and to drive the Confederates out of
Maryland. Missing however, are any written orders to
this effect.

A comparison of the two armies provides insight
into the challenges facing McClellan. The Confederate
Army had no brand new regiments, while 20% of the
Union Army had no battle experience.

In leadership at the brigade level, the
Confederates had 75% experience to the Union's 29%.
At the Corp level, the Confederate's had 100%
experience, which towered over the Union's 50%
experience. As Dr. Clemens stated, Lee led a very
different army.

This is the situation as the two armies marched
toward their fateful day near Sharpsburg, Maryland.
And as Dr. Clemens said, ·you must travel with the
group to hear the rest of the story!"

April Trip

Thanks to Jamie Ryan on another successful
trip.

Also, thank you to Pete Zuhars who
interpreted the Monocacy battlefield. This is where
Pete's great-grandfather was killed.

Answer to April Puzzler

Fort Huger, Virginia, April 8, 1863.

May Puzzler

What vessel headed the Federal
blockade of Savannah, Georgia, in May 1861?

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, May 21st: Civil War
Military Miniature Wargaming.

Scott Savory, a member of the Great
L~kes Historical Miniatures Gaming SOCiety,
Will be discussing Civil War Military Miniature
Wargaming. He will have some of his
miniatures and terrain models with him and will
be explaining how the "battles" are fought.

The meetings are held at the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South Main at
7:30 p.rn. If you have any questions please
contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or e-mail
him at mccaul.1@osu,edu

Civil War Days

May 18-19 - 4th annual Civil War Days
at Wood County Historical Center, Bowling
Green, from 10 to 4.

Displays of the newly preserved 21st

Ohio battle flag. There will be an encampment
with the 50th Virginia. Skirmishes and the 21st

Ohio Light Artillery will have firing
demonstrations; there will be living history,
games and music.

The 14th Ohio members will solicit
donations for preservation of that units battle
flag.

The cost is $3 pr carload. For more
information call (419) 352-0967 or
http://woodcountyhistory.org

Membership Dues

It is time to renew memberships. The
dues are:

$35 family
$25 single
$15 students

Make checks payable to The Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable. These can be
mailed to P. O. Box 471, Lewis Center, Ohio
43035-0471 or brought to the monthly
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meetings. If you have any questions please contact
Patty Barker at (614) 985-3353.

Buffington Island

The State of Ohio working with the Ohio
Historical Society (OHS) recently purchased nearly
an acre of land adjacent to the 3.13 acres owned by
the Society at the Buffington Island State Memorial.

The Society hopes to acquire more property
there in the near future. This purchase and future
purchases will expand the memorial park and will
protect other critical areas of the battlefield. The
state's purchase of the land was made through the
Ohio Arts and Sports Facilities Commission.

The Society is negotiating to purchase four
additional parcels of land, totaling eight acres, that
would be funded with additional state money and
with grants, OHS has received from the American
Battlefield Protection Program, a National Park
Service initiative; and the Civil War Preservation
Trust.

The Society is also looking for opportunities
to acquire preservation easements on - outright
ownership of - additional acreage that would
preserve critical areas of the battlefield from
development and from gravel mining currently being
done by a construction Company.

The SOCiety also plans to improve
interpretive signs at the site that chronicle the battle
and Morgan's 1863 raid across Kentucky, Indiana,
and Ohio.

From The Echoes

Jay Cooke (1821-1905)

As the financial wizard of the Union war
effort. Jay Cooke has been credited with doing as
much to win the war as the armies in the field.

Bam in Ohio, he left school at the age of 14
and within eight years was a partner in a
Philadelphia banking firm. By 1858 he was able to
go into semi-retirement.

Through his father and brother, he became a
financial advisor to Lincoln's Secretary of the
Treasury Salmon P. Chase, a fellow Ohioan.
Throughout much of the war he was the sale agent
for the sale of govemment bond issues to public and
private investors. Although this monopoly
arrangement was frequently criticized in Congress,
Cooke's actions were defended by Chase and

another Ohio friend, Senator John Sherman
(eventually head of the Committee on
Finance).

Early in the war he was instrumental in
negotiating loan guarantees from the banking
sector. In half a year his Jay Cooke" and
Company sold over $850 million in bonds.
This money kept the army in the field. In the
final stages of the war he used millions of
dollars of his own and his company's money to
stabilize the market, which, due to the actions
of speculators, was faCinga panic.

After the war his banking house was
involved in railroad financing but during a panic
in the 1870s he lost most of his fortune. He
subsequently regained much of his losses.

From Who Was Who In The Union

Gazaway Bugg Lamar (1798-1874)

A Georgia-bom banker in New York,
Gazaway B. Lamar provided his first service to
the Confederacy in November 1860 by
purchasing and shipping 10,000 muskets to
Georgia.

In 1834 he had introduced iron
steamships to America, only to see his first wife
and six of his seven children drowned in the
sinking of one of his vessels, the Pulaski.

In the early months of the Civil War he
remained in New York as a Confederate
intelligence and postal agent.

Moving to Savannah to head the Bank
of Commerce, he was chairman of the 1861
banking convention in Atlanta. Seeking ways
to weaken the blockade, he negotiated with
former New York mayor Femando Wood to
bribe the appropriate persons to allow his
blockade-runners through.

Lamar was sharply criticized in the
South when this became public knowledge.

He took the Union loyalty oath upon
the seizure of Savannah to try to save his
property. Soon thereafter he was arrested for
a bribery plot.

FollOWinghis release in late 1865 he
retumed to New York.

From Who Was Who In The Confederacy

3



TIre War CO"espondent
Patty Barker, Editor

Roundtable Officers
!,Mike Van Huss
General-in-Chief

740-687-9216
Pete Zuhars
Inspector General

740-363-9542
Mary Chester
Adjutant General

614-497-3136
David Larrick
Historian General

740-369-1309
Patty Barker
Chief of Signal Corps

614-985-3353
War Council Members
Patty Barker
War Council Commander
Richard Cartwright

614-855-3333
Jason Dietsch

614-268-1967
Howard Strouse

614-864-2681
Ben Wallace

614-488-7200

THE WAR CORRESPONDENT
Newsletter of The Ray Fawcett
Chapter ofTbe Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable

P. O. Box 471
Lewis Center, OH 43035-0471

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, May 8, 7:30 p.m. Ted Karle - Morgan's
Raid. Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River
Road.

Future Meetings:

June 12 - TBA

Dates are _L' to Cban2e


