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The Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable's own ·CAV GUY',
Eric Wittenberg, did a present-
ation of the management and use
of the cavalry under General John
Pope. The material is the basis of
a book that will be written by Eric
and the Roundtable's other
"historian lawyer" Jamie Ryan.

While recognizing Pope's
deficiencies as a battlefield com-
mander, Eric indicated that the
Union had no other army com-
mander who better understood
how to use his horse soldiers.

The turning point of the
Union cavalry occurred in the fall
of 1862. It is then that Pope
created three cohesive brigades
of regular army and volunteers.
Each cavalry brigade was then
attached to an infantry corp.

The finest volunteer brig-
ade, under Brigadier General
John Buford, was attached to
Major General Nathan P. Banks'
Second Corps. Buford's brigade
consisted of the 1st Vermont, 1at

Mich~an, 1st West Virginia and
the 5 New York Cavalry.

Brigadier General George
Bayard's brigade, consisting of
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Longstreet's regiments marching
by.

The first significant Cavalry
victory in the Eastern Theater
occurred during the Second
Manassas Campaign. The cam-
paign induded the engagement at
Orange Court House, Virginia,
between Buford's brigade and the
7th Virginia Cavalry. Seven days
later, on August 9, 1862, the
charge of the 1at Pennsylvania
Cavalry of Bayard'~ brigade
occurred during the Battle of
Cedar Mountain. August 17-18
saw Buford's Verdiersville Raid.
On August 28, during the Battle of
Brandy Station, Bayard's brigade
gave Stuart's Confederate cavalry
all they could handle. And finally
on August 30, 1862, during the
Battle of Lewis Ford, Second
Battle of Bull Run, Buford's
brigade fought Beverly Robert-
son's Confederate brigade.

The legacy of this campaign
was superb intelligence gathering
logistiCS, the fact that the cavalry
learned to fight mounted, improv-
ed organization and the emer-
gence of leadership. The con-
cluslon was that Pope must be
given credit for the lessons learn-
ed in the campaign of 1862.

Eric also discussed the West
POint cover-up surrounding the
circumstances that led John
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the 1at Maine, 1at Pennsylvania,
1at New Jersey, 1st Rhode Island
and 2nd New York Cavalry, was
attached to Major General Irving
McDowells' Third Corps.

The Army of Virginia's third
cavalry brigade, under Colonel
John Beardsley was attached to
Major General Franz Sigels' First
Corps. This brigade consisted of
the 1- Battalion Connecticut
Cavalry, 1st Maryland Cavalry, 4th

New York Caval~ 6th Ohio
Cavalry and the 9 New York
Cavalry.

All three of these generals
left their mark on the cavalry.
From their 14 regiments, 29 men
achieved at least the rank of
Brevet Brigadier General by the
end of the War.

Under Pope, .his cavalry
learned to scout and fight as well
as how to care for their horses
and themselves. Pope said "my
headquarters shall be in the
saddle and we will leave our
supply lines behind. ~ As a result,
the cavalry learned to live off the
land. Due to the Army of
Virginia's Cavalry experiences,
the Cavalry Bureau was formed.

Eric explained that there was
no better intelligence gathering
than by John Bufords' cavalry
during Second Manassas. There
they captured information about a
planned trap, saw and reported
Stuart's cavalry, saw and reported

Newsletter of the Ray Fawcett Ct;1apter of The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable,.



Adjutant General's Report continued

Beardsley to resign his commission in April 1863.
From his personnel file, Eric and Jamie found that
Beardsley resigned his commission because he was
about to be Court Martialed. In the summer of 1862,
he was accused of conduct unbecoming an officer.
At Second Manassas he was intoxicated and left the
field during the battle. In September 1863, he was
overheard making statements that could be consider-
ed traitorous. General Stoneman accepted his
resignation with the strongest words in the English
languagel

H. L Hunley

For those of you who are interested in the
status of the preservation of the Confederate
submarine H. L. Hunley. Researchers recently found
a Union soldier's 10 tag among the remains.

The tag bears the name of Ezra
Chamberlain, the date he entered the service in
1861, and his unit, Company K, 7'1t1Regiment of the
Connecticut Volunteers.

Records indicate that Chamberlain died in
1863 during the Union assault on Battery Wagner.

This raises the question of how the tags
ended up in the Hunley. At least one of the sub's
crewmen had formerly fought for the Union.

From the Chattanooga TImes Free Press

CSSAlabama

Relics from the sunken Confederate raider
CSS Alabama are being recovered and in June
divers plan to return to the wreck off Cherbourg,
France, in hopes of finding more cannons and other
relics, which will be unveiled at the Museum of Mobile
on September 14.

Negotiations are continuing for the return of
the ships flag, however the Museum of Mobile recent-
ly secured the return of the ship's pennant from the
great-great-grandson of Henry Morris Low an officer
aboard the Alabama. The museum is planning a
ceremony to accept the pennant on May 14.

The ships recovery has been funded by
public and private donations in the United States and
France, including a $400,000 grant from the U. S.
Department of Defense.

The Navy lab at Charleston, S. C, is restoring
the ships cannons. They will be taken to the Navy
Museum in Washington and eventually loaned to the
Mobile museum.

From the Columbus Dispatch

Perryville Association

The Perryville Battlefield Preservation Associa-
tion recently purchased 85 acres of battlefield
land. The property is comprised of two tracts:
25.4 acres on the side of Whites Road and 60.5
acres on the north side. Both properties are
located west of the museum.

The property will eventually be transfer-
red to the Kentucky Department of Parks.

For information contact: Stuart W.
Sanders, Director, Perryville Battlefield
Preservation Associates, P. O. Box 65,
Perryville, KY 40468; pbpa@Def!TWille,net or
www.penwj!le.net

From the eMI War News

Annual Trip

A big thank you to Jamie Ryan for all
his hard work in planning this year's trip to
Chattanooga/Chickamauga. As always every-
thing went smoothly and it was a great trip.

Also, a thank you to Dave Larrick for
providing the maps for each of the battles.

Dues

It is time to renew memberships. The
dues have been increased this year to the
following:

Single - 25.00
Family - 35.00
Students - 15.00

Please make checks payable to the
Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable. They can
be brought to the meetings or mailed to: Patty
Barker, 8023 Lakeloop Drive, Westerville, OH
43081.

Samuel Wylie Crawford

Samuel Wylie Crawford was born in
Franklin County, Pennsylvania, November 8,
1829. After graduation from the University of
Pennsylvania in 1846, he attended the
university's medical school from which he was
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graduated in 1850.
The following year he accepted an appoint-

ment as assistant surgeon in the army and served at
various points on the western frontier until 1860.

He was then stationed at Fort Moultrie in
Charleston Harbor and later at Fort Sumter, where he
had command of a battery during the bombardment,
which signaled the beginning of the Civil War.

During the Shenandoah Valley campaign of
1862, Crawford, who had been promoted to brigadier
general of volunteers to rank from April 25, was
highly praised by N. P. Banks, although Gyet
unassigned to separate command." At Cedar
Mountain his brigade suffered 50 per cent casualties;
at Sharpsburg he commanded a division and was
severely wounded. In May 1863, Crawford was
assigned to command the Pennsylvania Reserve
Corps then in the defenses of Washington. He led
them with great distinction at Gettysburg - where
they made up the 3rd Division of Syke's V Corps -
and in all the operations of the Army of the Potomac
until the close of the war. Crawford was brevetted for
gallantry in the battles of the Wilderness,
Spotsylvania, Five Forks, and the siege of
Petersburg. In the meantime he was brevetted
through all grades to that of major general in both the
regular and volunteer services and had also been
commissioned lieutenant colonel of the 2nd Infantry
on February 17, 1864. Mustered out of volunteer
service in 1866, General Crawford served with his
regiment at various points in the South and was
promoted to colonel in 1869. On February 19, 1873,
he was retired and was promoted to brigadier in 1875
on the retired list under a newly enacted statute.

General Crawford subsequently made his
home in Philadelphia where he died on November 3,
1892.

From General's In Blue

New Address for the Roundtable

The officers have decided to close the PO
Box so all correspondence should now be sent to:

The Central Ohio Civil War Roundtable
do Patty Barker
8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville, OH 43081

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler for April

Shiloh, April 6-7, 1862

Civil War Puzzler for May

What was the first major battle in which
black troops actively participated for the Union?

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, May 15: The Court Of
Inquiry of General Sherman.

Chris Evans and Kevin Bennett, will
discuss and show a video that was made
during the Court of Inquiry of General Sherman
for war crimes this past year in Lancaster.

Meetings are held in the Old Academy
Building at Elm and South Main. The meetings
start at 7:30 p.m. If you have any questions
please contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or
mccaul.l@osu.edu

Ohio Civil War Days

May 19-20 - 3rdAnnual Civil War Days
at the Wood County Historical Center, Bowling
Green. There will be skirmishes, drills, musket
firing's, living history, ladies tea, children's
games, lantern camp tours, contra dan~ng and
music.

Admission is $3 per car. This event is
hosted by the Wood County Historical Center,
Wood County Park District, and 14th Ohio
Volunteer Inf/3rdArkansas.

For information call (419) 352-0967; or
hm>:llwcnet.org/-wchisetr

Civil War Re-enactment

June 1 - The eighth annual Civil War
re-enactment of Pickett's Charge, conducted by
the Green Middle School in Green, Ohio.

There will be over 100 students
participating. The re-enactment starts at 4 p.m.
on Friday and goes through Saturday 8 a.m.

Major Tim Perry of A & E's "Longstreef
will be in attendance with some of his staff.

For anyone interested in this event
please let me know and I will get to you a copy
of the directions and the schedule of events.

mailto:mccaul.l@osu.edu
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. - Carnifax Ferry.
The meeting will be at: Chemical Abstracts, 2510
Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetiugs:

June 13, 200 1 - TBA
NO July meeting

Dates are subject to change
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