
General·in·ChieFs Report
By

Patty Barker

Iwould like to thank the
approximate 25 members who
were at the April meeting.

Tim Smith was the
speaker for the evening. His topic
was the Gettysburg battlefield. He
talked about the changes to the
park over the years, the
commercialization of the park, the
beginnings of the Park guides and
ended with the Tower. It was both
informative as well as humorous.

The next meeting will be
May 10, the speaker for the
evening will be Eric Wittenberg on
Trevilian Station. Eric is a
longtime member of the
roundtable, as well as being a
former Historian General. He has
given numerous talks over the
years on his favorite topic the
cavalry. Eric has also written
several books.

Ihope to see all of you at
the May 10th meeting which will
be at Chemical Abstracts, at 7:30
p.m.

Respectfully yours,

Patty Barker
General-in-Chief

8023 Lakeloop Drive
Westerville,OH 43081
(614) 841-0760 - (home)
(614) 422-7582 - (work)
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currently being
Chickamauga.

planned for

May 2000

Dues

It's that time of year to
renew your membership in the
Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable.

Individual
Family
Student

$20.00
$25.00
$15.00

Court Martial
Of

, Gen. William T. Sherman

This is just a reminder if
you have not reserved your tickets
for the Court Martial of General
William T. Sherman. This will be
held Saturday, September 30,
2000, 8:00 p.m at the old
courtroom in Lancaster, Ohio's old
courthouse.

Jamie Ryan will be
Defense Counsel, Howard
Strouse will serve on the military
court and E. Chris Evans will be
Cump.

A free reception will be
held prior to the trial at the
Sherman House, % block from the
courtroom.

Due to the limited seating
there are only 150 tickets on sale.
The tickets are $5 and can be
purchased through E. Chris
Evans.

For more information you
can contact Chris at 1168 Ramp
Lane, Heath, OH 43056-1128 or
at (740) 522-3343.

You can bring your dues
to the meetings or they can be
mailed to:

Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable
P. O. Box 1863
Westerville, OH 43086

Gettysburg Trip

I would like to thank Jamie
Ryan and Dave Larrick for all of
their hard work in coordinating the
trip. It was once again very
successful as well as informative.

I would like to thank Eric
Wittenberg for his tour of the
south cavalry field and Dave
Larrick's tour of the first days
battle.

Our battlefield guides
were Kavin Coughenour, David
Richards, Wayne Motts and Tim
Smith. They each took a different
part of Longstreets 2nd day attack.

For those members who
were unable to make this years
tour we hope you will be able to
make next years trip which is
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John Adams Dix (1798-1879)

A veteran of the War of 1812, John A. Dix
was called back into service for the Civil War.

Born in New Hampshire, he had entered the
army in the 14th Infrantry, during the War of 1812 and
emerged as a second lieutenant of artillery. He
remained in the regular army until his 1828 retirement
as captain, 3rdArtillery.

He was admitted to the bar in the nation's
capital and managed his father-in-law's affairs before
becoming influential in New York state politics and
railroading. He served in the Senate and his
antislavery views led him to switch from the
Democratic to the Republican Party in 1859. As
Buchanan's last treasury secretary, his order to New
Orleans that "If anyone attempts to haul down the
American flag, shoot him on the spot, U has gone
down in history.

Reentering the military, the senior officer in
the volunteer service throughout the war, he was
considered too old for active field command and was
assigned to departmental posts.

At first he commanded the old Department of
Annapolis - then Maryland - which was merged
into that of Pennsylvania. Merged into the Division of
the Potomac after 1et Bull Run, he was given charge
of the division guarding Baltimore. He then
commanded the forces operating Fortress Monroe in
eastern Virginia. After the draft riots he was given
command of the Department of the East with
he~dquarters in New York City. He held this post
until the end of the war and resigned on November
30,1865.

He was subsequently a diplomat in France
and a governor of his adopted state, New York.

From Who Was Who 111 the Union

Civil War Flags

The Ohio Historical Society has begun
restoring some of its almost 500 battle flags. These
flags are from five wars with the most coming from
the Civil War, including regimental and national
colors.

Among the first of the flags that have been
sent to Maryland for restoration are those of the 23rd

and 45th Ohio Volunteer Infantry regiments.
Both units were organized at Camp Chase in

Columbus, and both took part in the Battle of
Buffington Island.

Soldiers from the 45th were mounted on
horses and joined the 7thOhio Cavalry to chase John
Hunt Morgan's raiders.

The 23rd was one of the first
regiments organized at the beginning of the
war. It was commanded by Col. William
Rosecrans, a native of Delaware County.

Another battle flag being restored
belonged to the 7thOhio Volunteer Infantry.

The 7th fought at Missionary Ridge,
the first battle of Winchester, the Second
Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg.

If you would like to make a donation
send it to the Ohio Historical
Foundation/Save the Flags Campaign, 1982
Velma Avenue, Columbus, OH 43211 or
call (800) 647-6921 or (614) 297-2320. '

New Richmond Park Visitor
Center

In late Mayor eariy June the new
visitor center and museum of the Richmond
National Battlefield Park will open in the
Tredegar Iron Works old Pattern and
Storage building.

The building will have three floors of
exhibits (at the time of the war it was 2
stories). Visitors will start on the main level
- the build.ing's second floor - in the "Map
Room,· where oversized maps will locate
the Richmond battlefields of 1862 and '64
as well as related sites in the city. '

Downstairs, the "War Room" will
present the park's 25-minute award-winning
film with seating for 75.

The room also displays artifacts: a
replica pontoon boat; a 10,OOQ-pound
Columbiad cannon manufactured at
Tredegar, a small bronze tube; and cards,
dice, Bibles and other camp life items.

The third floor offers a traditional
museum-style presentation.

In a "Richmond Speaks· exhibit
visitors will learn about life in the city. And ~
·Voices· exhibit presents 14 audio
recordings of letters, diaries and newspaper
accounts, half from the front and half from
the home front.

Admission is free, but to help meet
costs there will be a parking fee (free on-
street parking is also available).

From the Civil War News
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Calendar Of Events

05-16-1861 - At Montgomery, the Confederate
Congress officially admits
Tennessee into the Confed-
eracy.

05-07-1862 - Battle of Eltham's landing,
Virginia.

05-17-1863 - Battle of Big Black River Bridge,
Mississippi.

05-20-1864 - In Georgia, Federal troop's
occupy Cartersville, after
skirmishing on the Etowah River.

05-29-1865 - With a few exceptions, U. S.
President Andrew Johnson
grants amnesty and pardons to
all who participated in "the
existing rebellion.~

Answer to the Civil War
Puzzler April

Starting at the mouth ot the Ohio River
and going south, it was the tenth island in the
Mississippi River.

Civil War Puzzler for May

Who was first in seniority among officers
commanding volunteer units fighting for the
Union?

The Black Soldier

Monday, May 29, noon - 2 p.m., the
afternoon begins with a ribbon cutting ceremony
that opens the Dunbar House for the summer
season. Then, writer and researcher Bennie
McRae leads a discussion on the contributions of
black solders to American conflicts.

McRae will also lead a salute to Civil
War soldier Hoshua Dunbar, the father of noted
writer Paul laurence Dunbar.

For more information call (800) 860-0148
or (937) 224-7061.

,j

Civil War Days

May 20, 21 - the 2ndannual Civil War
Days at the Wood County Historical Center in
Bowling Green, between 10-4 p.m.

Each day will have skirmish drills
followed by a battle 1:30 - 3 p.m., camp life,
historical demonstrations, living historians,
sutlers, ladies tea, children's activities, crafts,
period music. Saturday evening there will be
lantern tours of the encampment, a night firing,
and a presentation on the Battle of
Chickamauga. Sunday there will be a Civil War
era baseball game.

Admission/parking $3 per car.
Sponsored by the Wood County Historical
CenterlMuseum.

For more information and reservations
for the evening lantem tours, (419) 352-0967.

Monument Dedication

May 29, at 11:30 a.m. on the grounds of
the Canal Winchester Area Historical Society a
monument will be dedicated to Pvt. Alfred
Cannon of the 95th O. V. I., Co. D.

For information to make a donation
contact Bob Davis, 84 Kramer St., Canal
Winchester, OH 43110 or Cpl. Jerry Dailey, 54th
O. V. I., 6568 Fallon In., Canal Winchester, Oh
43110, (614) 837-6911, sdmath4me@aol.com

Civil War Reenactment

Friday, May 26 - the 7th annual Civil War
reenactment of Pickett's Charge at the Green
Middle School in Green, Ohio.

Over 100 students will be present clad in
blue or gray and poised to do battle with 35
water cannons and small arms. The charge
begins at 5:30 p.m.

Major Tim Perry of A & E's "longstreer
will be in attendance with some of his staff.

For more information contact the Green
Middle School, 1711 Steese Rd., Green, OH
44232; (330) 896-7710.

mailto:sdmath4me@aol.com
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

May 10, 2000 - Eric Wittenberg on Trevilian Station.
The meeting is at 7:30 p.m., Chemical Abstracts,
2540 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

June 14, 2000 - Rev. William Armstrong on William
McKinley in the Civil War. This is in conjunction
with Barnes & Nobles.

July - picnic at Dave Larrick's home.

August 9, 2000 - TBA

September 13, 2000 - Tom Cartwright from the
Carter House.

October 11, 2000 - Wiley Sword

Dates are subject to cbange


