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Greetings, 
 Because we do not meet in 
December, our November meeting 
provides us a chance to start 
preparing for 2013. Please come on 
the 14th with your suggestions for 
discussion topics for our January 
meeting, as well as any suggestions 
you may have to improve the round 
table and our meeting contents. 
 I had the opportunity to 
introduce the COCWRT to many 
participants in a library Civil War 
discussion group last week and 
distribute our information fliers. I 
expect many new attendees next 
week and hope you will take the 
time to make them feel welcome. 
Our vitality depends on our ability to 
add new members. 
  See you on the 14th.  
 
 
  

 

date:  
Wednesday, November 14, 2012 
time: 

7:00 p.m. 
location:  
Towers Hall, Room 318 
Otterbein University  
Westerville, OH  43281 
speaker/topic:  
J. D. Petruzzi—Gettysburg Campaign 
in Numbers and Losses 

this month’s meeting 

 

The Mormon Struggle 
 
 Retired history professor and 
long-time roundtable member 
Howard Strouse recounted at our 
October meeting the tumultuous 

history of the Latter Day Saints 
movement. 
 Two days before Christmas 1805 
Joseph Smith was born in Sharon, 
Vermont. Little in his life on earth 
would be routine, peaceful, or 
tranquil. But it would be meaningful 
and extremely controversial. 

 Smith’s family moved to Palmyra 
in western New York by 1817 after 
suffering numerous financial 
setbacks. The area exploded with 
commerce with the opening of the 
Erie Canal in 1825. Religious fervor 
of the Holy Spirit consumed the 
region, such that it became known 
as the “burned over district.” It was 
the epicenter of the evangelical 
Second Great Awakening. 

(continued on page 2) 



2 

 

 Himself afire with religious fervor 
(his religious awakening dating from 
the spring of 1820), young Smith 
was unmoved by the countless 
religious revivals that played 
throughout upstate New York. Smith 
said that beginning in 1823, he was 
visited many times by the angel 
Moroni, who directed him to golden 
plates inscribed with an ancient 
script. By 1830 Smith and others had 
translated these scripts into the 
Book of Mormon. 
 A new religion was born. This 
movement was different from the 
many sects that sprang up in the 

early 1800s. This was a wholly 
American revelation, based on the 
secret history of native tribes who 
were reputed to be the lost tribes of 
Israel. Such was its fervent appeal 
and, among other aspects, the 
source of perennial hostility to 
Mormonism. Smith preached that 
God was an exalted man. This 
contention plus the acceptance of 
plural marriage aroused extreme 
hostility among Protestants. 
 Mormons were driven to 
Kirtland, Ohio, in 1831 but had to 
flee some eight hundred miles to 
near Independence, Missouri. There 
Governor Lilburn Boggs, during what 
became known as the Mormon War, 
issued Executive Order 44 on Oct. 
27, 1838. Mormons call it the 

September 7, 1857, attacked the 
Baker-Fancher party from Arkansas 
headed to California in what became 
known as the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre. Only 18 children of some 
150 travelers were spared. 
Subsequent investigations were 
stymied by Young and his followers. 
Only John D. Lee, reputed to be a 
relative of Robert E. Lee, was ever 
held to account for the killings. 
Following his conviction in a second 
trial in 1877, Lee was executed. He 
laid the blame on Young. Some 
horses from the slain wagon train 
were later found at Young's ranch. 
 By 1890 Mormons renounced 
pluralism, and on January 4, 1896, 
President Grover Cleveland signed 
Proclamation 382, admitting Utah  
to the Union 
as the forty-
fifth state. 

 
 

Extermination Order. Three days 
later seventeen Mormons plus a 
sympathizer were killed by militia in 
what became known as the Haun’s 
Mill Massacre. Joseph Smith 
surrendered and was jailed but was 
allowed to escape. He led his Saints 
to Nauvoo, Illinois, where some 
three thousand Saints founded a  
self-sufficient community. Again, 
tragedy struck when Smith was 
jailed and murdered in 1844. 
 Brigham Young stepped into the 
crisis of the first succession and led 
his followers on a series of grueling 
pilgrimages some twelve hundred 
miles to the desert wasteland of the 
Great Salt Lake. By the 1850s the 
Mormon settlement was thriving 
with some forty thousand faithful. 
But by 1857 Mormons were 
engulfed in war with the United 
States as President James Buchanan 
had sent in the army after Young 
had declared the state of “Deseret” 
independent of the U.S. 
 In the most controversial and 
shameful incident of Mormon 
history, Young’s militia on 
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 With your support, 
we raised $21 from the October 
book raffle. Thank you! 

 

 J. D. Petruzzi is an award-winning 
Civil War author and historian who 
lives in Western Pennsylvania with 
his wife, Karen. He is the co-author 
of five books: The Gettysburg 
Campaign in Numbers and Losses 
(2012); The New Gettysburg 
Campaign Handbook (2011); The 
Complete Gettysburg Guide (2009), 
Winner of the 2009 U.S. Army 
Historical Foundation’s Award for 
Distinguished Writing; One 
Continuous Fight (2008) on the 
retreat from Gettysburg; and Plenty 
of Blame to Go Around (2006) about 
J. E. B. Stuart’s ride to Gettysburg. 
 Petruzzi, a popular speaker on 
the Civil War round table circuit, has 
had articles published in various 
periodicals such as Civil War Times, 

America’s Civil War, Blue&Gray, The 
Gettysburg Magazine, and Zouave. 
He has been a historical consultant 
on two documentary films about 
Gettysburg and has also appeared as 
a guest on the Pennsylvania Cable 
Network’s “PA Books” show. He is 

the historical and technical adviser 
for the TV miniseries To Appomattox 
which will air in 2013.  
 Petruzzi owns an insurance 
brokerage and when he isn’t 
working or writing, he enjoys 
reading and outdoor pursuits such 
as fishing, gardening, and traveling. 
 At our November meeting, 
Petruzzi will be speaking to us about 
his new book coming in February, 
The Gettysburg Campaign in 
Numbers and Losses. It features 
forty-eight battles and skirmishes 
during the campaign, including the 
main battle. The book includes a 
narrative of each battle and a 
detailed order of battle with 
commanders, strengths, and losses. 
Petruzzi will be discussing losses 
throughout the campaign from  
June 9 to July 14.      

Who introduced 
General Ulysses Grant 

to his future wife,  
Julia Dent? 

     

 

Puzzler:  What is panda? 
 
Answer:  Panda is a hot gruel 
made of corn meal, army 
crackers mashed in 
boiling water, ginger, 
and wine. Also called 
ginger panda and bully 
soup. 

 

 The numbers for October 2012 are as follows:  
 
Beginning checkbook statement balance 10/1/2012 = $2,859.70 
October receipts = $101.00  
    ($75.00 dues, $21.00 Oct meeting book raffle, $5.00 donation) 
October expenses = $9.15  
    (new checkbook register) 
Ending checkbook statement balance 10/31/2012 = $2,951.55 
1 outstanding check to Sheryl Taylor in amount of $13.06 for newsletter 
    expenses 
Ending checkbook actual balance 10/31/2012 = $2,938.49 
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The War Correspondent 
Sheryl Taylor, Editor 

 
Round Table Officers 
Jim Schultz 
General-in-Chief 
    614-794-1247 
    1jim1@att.net 
Dave Delisio 
Inspector General 
    740-879-3944 
    eddelisio@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Ayres 
Adjutant General 
    614-939-4910 
    tayres@insight.rr.com 
Mike Peters 
Historian General 
    614-866-6766 
    npeters102@aol.com 
Patty Barker 
Chief of Signal Corps 
    614-985-3353 
Tim Maurice 
Webmaster 
    614-361-7313 
    Tim.Maurice@cardinalhealth.com 
War Council Members 
Tim Maurice,  
War Council Commander 
Ed Chapdelaine 
Greg Drakulich 
Lowell Fauver 
Wendy Peters 

 

 Who freed the slaves? Was it 
Abraham Lincoln? Or was it the 
slaves themselves—that in their 
efforts to leave their masters and 
find refuge with the Federal army, 
they forced Union policy to move 
toward emancipation?

 
CINCINNATI: TRI-STATE 

GERMANS IN THE CIVIL WAR  

On November 17, 2012, author and 
historian Dr. Don Heinrich Tolzmann 
will discuss the role German 
Americans, known as Dutch Devils, 
played in the Civil War. The event is 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. It is 
free and open to the public and will 
be held at the Main Library in 
Cincinnati. 
 
MEDINA: A CIVIL WAR 

CHRISTMAS  The Medina County 
Historical Society will host a Civil 
War Christmas with Civil War 
reenactors, the Medina County Civil 
War-era living history characters, 
period music, and a special exhibit of 
Antietam relics and artifacts by 
George Rees. The free event opens  
November 17, 2012 and continues 
through December 9, 2012. 
 
For more information, visit 
www.ohiocivilwar150.org. 

2012-2013 COCWRT 

CALENDAR  

 
December 12, 2012 
No Meeting 

 
January 9, 2013 
 COCWRT Discussion—Topic 
to Be Determined 
 
February 13, 2013 
 Jamie Ryan—Camden 
Expedition 
 
March 13, 2013 
 Mark Jenkins—Union Naval 
Officer Henry Walke 
 
April 10, 2013 
 Dale Phillips—Red River 
Campaign 
 
May 8, 2013 
 Kristopher White—
America’s Second Bloodiest 
Day: The Third Day at 
Chancellorsville 
 
June 12, 2013 
 Mel Maurer—Trans-MS 
Soldier Jesse James 
 
July 10, 2013 
 Phil Seyfrit—Battle of 
Richmond, Kentucky 
 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all 

meetings are held at  
7:00 p.m. 

Towers Hall, Room 318  
Otterbein University  

Westerville, OH  43281. 
 

Dates and speakers are subject to 
change. 

 

 

 Walking Tour of Stones River 
December 12–15, 2012 

 New Orleans: Jewel of the 
Mississippi (A “Weekend 
Warrior” Tour) March 8–10, 
2013 

 Shiloh 1862 April 2–6, 2013 
 
Visit 
www.blueandgrayeducation.org for 
tour information. 


