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The War
Carres andent

General-in-Chief's Report
By

Brian Hall

I would like to thank Lara
Cahill on her talk and also those
members and guests who were
able to attend.

For those of you who
were unable to attend the
October meeting you missed an
informative power point presenta-
tion on the Battle of Monocacy.
The presentation included
modern day photos of the sites
on the battlefield along with maps
on the troop movements.

Also here is a heads up
for the January meeting. It is
going to be a true roundtable
discussion. The topic will be the
Meade-Sickles controversy at
Gettysburg. So for those of you,
who do not know anything about
this topic or haven't read anything
in a while, this will give you
chance to read up on Meade and
Sickles at Gettysburg over the
next couple of months.

On behalf of the Officers,
War Council members and the
general .membership of the
roundtable I wish to send our
condolences to Bill Lennox's
family and friends.

Since the next newsletter
does not come out until the
beginning of December I would
like to wish all members and
guest a HappyThanksgiving.

November 2005

I look forward to seeing
all of you at the November meet-
ing.

Your Obedient Servant
Brian Hall '

Deepest Sympathy

It is with great sadness
that I report a member of our
roundtable has passed away.

Bill Lennox lost his
courageous 7-year battle against
cancer at his home on October
27. Bill leaves behind his wife of
22 years Cheryl, 4 children, 6
grandchildren, and a brother and
sister, and many friends
especially his friend of over 20
years fellow roundtable member
Howard Strouse.

Bill was 65 years old and
had retired in 1995 as general
manager of the Eastland K-Mart.
He was a member of the
Reynoldsburg United Methodist
Church. He was a proud Marine
veteran.

Bill has been a member
of the roundtable since 1993. He
was the Inspector General from
July 1997 through June 1999.
Bill helped Howard do research
for the various presentations that
he has given. Bill also, partici-
pated in the Civil War Education
Association.

July was the last meet-
ing Bill was able to attend.
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Answer to October
Puzzler

Jefferson Davis regard-
ed what site in his home state as
"the Gibraltar of the West"?

Vicksburg, Mississippi

November Puzzler

Where did Sherman
meet armed resistance during
his March to the Sea?

Historian General's
Report

By
PeteZuhars

Our speaker for the
November 9th meeting will be
George W. Newton his topic will
be: "Silent Sentinels: A
Reference Guide to the
Artillery at Gettysburg."

A native of Baltimore
Maryland, Mr. Newton is a grad~
uate of McMurry University in
Abilene, Texas. He is a veteran
of the USAF during the Vietnam
War. Mr. Newton is a retired ex-
ecutive from the insurance
industry.

In 1998, he and his wife
purchased the Baltimore Street
Bed and Breakfast which they
operated until they sold the
property to the Friends of the
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National Parks at Gettysburg for
use as their new headquarters.

His interest in the Civil
War began at the age of 8. When
in 1956 his parents took him to
Gettysburg for the first of many
visits and that began a lifelong
interest and study of the Ameri-
can Civil War. Mr. Newton was a
re-enactor for eight years and
has ten ancestors who fought in
the war from the states of
Georgia and Maryland.

He currently resides in
Arendtsville, Pa. with his wife
Jan of 34 years and is currently
working on becoming a Licensed
Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg.

"Silent Sentinels: A
Reference Guide to the
Artillery at Gettysburg" is Mr.
Newton's first book.

Adjutant General's
Report

October 12, 2005
Meeting

By
Rory McIntyre

Esteemed guest Lara
Cahill spoke at our October

meeting about the Battle of
Monocacy.

In the summer of 1864,
Grant and the Army of the
Potomac had besieged Peters-
burg, VA. Grant needed many
men to prevent a Confederate
breakout so, to this end he strip-
ped the Washington DC forts of
22,000 men. Lee knew that the
DC forts had been weakened, so
he decided to threaten the
Capital.

He chose Jubal Early,
now in command of the Army of
the Valley, Stonewall Jackson's
old corps, to lead the raid and
sent him down the Shenandoah
Valley. His swift progress forced
US Gen. David Hunter into West
Virginia, and Early crossed into
Maryland with little opposition.
Once in Maryland, his subordi-
nate John McCausland raided
and took tribute from both
Hagerstown and Frederick.

Gen. Lew Wallace, US,
commanded the troops at Balti-
more. Hearing of this raid, he
took his men and marched up to
meet the threat. He fought a
delaying action at Frederick, then
determined the best place to
post a defense was near the
Monocacy River; not only would
the river prove an effective
barrier to the Confederate ad-
vance, he wanted to protect the
junction of three rail lines which
met just east of the river.
Wallace knew his small force
was insufficient to drive the
rebels back, so he intended to
fight a delaying action. Needing
to maintain an escape route, he
left Tyler's men to guard the
bridges on the National Road
east of Frederick.

Beginning at 6AM on
July 9th

, Rodes and Ramseur
attacked the bridge on the
National Road, known as the Jug
Bridge, but the Federal troops
under Tyler held it all day until
Wallace's forces retreated that
evening.

At 8AM, Ramseur turned
and went down the Georgetown
Pike. He was met by federal
troops at the bridge over the
Monocacy and checked. His
men found a suitable ford,
Worthington Ford, about a mile
west of the bridge, so Ramseur
decided to cross there and flank
the Union troops. At about 10:30
AM, his cavalry crossed the ford
and came up a farm road to the
Worthington house. James
Ricketts men waited for them,
and then opened up at about a
distance of 125 yards, driving
them back. At 2:30 PM,
McCausland led an attack
around to the Thomas house, on
the far right. He drove Ricketts'
men back but when they reached
the safety of the sunken George-
town Pike, they were able to
regroup and force McCausland's
men to retreat.

McCausland called for
help and Early sent John B.
Gordon. Gordon ordered an
attack, which consisted of
Clement Evans on the right,
Zebulon York in the center and
William Terry with Gordon him-
self, on the left. Once again, the
Union troops fell back to the
safety of the Georgetown Pike
and again counterattacked; the
Confederates were forced to
retreat.

The Confederates, now
nearly exhausted, prepared for
another attack. Wallace, how-
ever, knew he'd purchased a full
day for troops to be sent to the
defense of Washington and,
about 5PM, began pulling back.
His troops moved via farm roads
back to the National Road and
they retreated back into the DC
forts.

Jubal Early's men had to
take a full day to recover after
the fight, so he didn't reach DC
until July 11th

. A skirmished
developed near Ft. Stevens;
President Lincoln was in the fort
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From The Columbus Dispatch

Alexander Stewart Webb

Was the son of the well-
known newspaper proprietor and
diplomat James Watson Webb,
was born on February 15, 1835,
in New York City.

He attended private
schools until he received an
appointment to West Point in
1851. He was commissioned in
the artillery upon his graduation
in 1855, he fought against the
Florida Seminoles in 1856, and
the next year returned to the
Military Academy as an instructor
in mathematics.

At the beginning of the
Civil War, he took part in the
defense of Fort Pickens, was
present at First Manassas, was
assistant to General W. F. Barry,
Chief of Artillery of the Army of
the Potomac from July, 1861 to
April, 1862, and during the Pen-
insular campaign was Barry's
acting inspector general. During
Robert E. Lee's invasion of
Maryland, Web acted as chief of
staff for Porters V Corps; after
this campaign he was assigned
to the camp of instruction in
Washington as inspector of art-
illery. In January 1863, he
became assistant inspector
general of V Corps and, a few
days prior to Gettysburg, took
command of the 2nd Brigade of
John Gibbon's division; on the
same day (June 23, 1863) he
was promoted to brigadier gen-
eral of volunteers. On the third
day of this battle, Webb's four
Pennsylvania regiments were
posted in the immediate vicinity
of "the little clump of trees" which
was the focal point of George
Pickett's charge; the command
lost 451 men killed and wounded
in the encounter, Webb was
among the wounded and was
later awarded the Congressional
medal for his conduct. During the
subsequent campaign on the
Rappahannock he was in charge
of Gibbon's division in the ab-
sence of both Gibbon and Han-
cock, but in the spring of 1864
reverted to command of his old
brigade. He was gravely wound-
ed at Spotsylvania and did not
return to duty until January 1865,
when he became chief of staff to
General George G. Meade, a
position he held until the end of
the war. Webb received the
brevet of major general in both
the regular and volunteer
services.

He died on February 12,
1911, and was buried at West
Point.
From Generals in Blue

or

Civil War Historical
Markers

cwea@eathlink.net
www.cwea.net

The Civil War Trails
program in the states of Virginia,
North Carolina and Maryland
hopes to mark 700 historic points
from the Civil War.

By the end of the year
North Carolina officials plan to
have more than 150 roadside
markers in place, forming a trail
across the state. They plan to
add more than 100 more at a
later date to complete the
program.

The most recent addition
is near the Old Capitol in down-
town Raleigh. The red and blue
sign describes the history of the
state and the capital's involve-
ment in the war.

The long-term plan is to
help tourists use the sites to
determine what their ancestors
did during the war.

The database would
contain the time and date that a
regiment occupied a site, and
tourists would be able to track a
great-great-grandfather's move-
ments.

Below are listed some
upcoming tours.

The Vicksburg Cam-
paign: A Field and
Walking Tour.
November 3-6 with
Terrence J Winschel and
Dale K. Phillips.
Thursday 8:00 pm -
Sunday 12:00 pm. The
cost is $375, which
includes 2 lunches.

Civil War Education
Association

You will also need to let
Ken Ramsey know what your
interested in just in case there
are 5 members who are
registering for the same tour so
that you~ can get the 25%
discount. Ken's address is 1932
Strathshire Hall, Powell, OH
43065 or you can talk to him at
the meetings.

Contact information:
Civil War Education Association,
American History Forum, P.O.
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604;
Phone 800-298-1861 or 540-
678-8598; Fax 800-550-1347 or
540-667-2339;

Continued on page 3
at the time. He stepped up on to
the parapet to watch and was
nearly shot. Capt. Oliver
Wendell Holmes was said to
have yelled at Lincoln, "Get
down, you damned fool, you'll be
shot." Early ordered an a~sault
on Ft. Stevens for July 12 , b~~
he saw men from the Union 6
Corps coming in to Washin~ton
and abandoned it. On the night
of July 12-13, Early began his
retreat back to Virginia. Wash-
ington had been saved.

Many thanks to Lara for
her talk on a battle that is little
known. Except to Pete Zuhars,
whose ancestor, a cavalryman in
the 16th Virginia, died in the
battle.

mailto:cwea@eathlink.net
http://www.cwea.net
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, Noven:tber 9, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be George W. Newton on "Silent Sentinels: A
Reference Guide to the Artillery at Gettysburg".
The meeting will be held at the Westerville Electric
Company, 139 E. Broadway, Westerville, OH
43081.

Future Meetings:

December - No meeting

Dates are subject to change
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