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General-in-Chiefs Report
By

Brian Hall

Due to an unforeseen
circumstance there was no
October meeting. I hope
however, to see you at the
November 10th meeting when
our speaker will be Noah Andre
Trudeau (see Historian General's
Report).

Your Obedient Servant,
BrianHall

Answer to October
Puzzler

Future Major General
John Charles Fremont.

November Puzzler

The capture of what rail
center is widely credited with
bringing about Lincoln's
reelection?

Historian General's
Report

By
PeteZuhars

Our speaker for the
November 10th, meeting will be
Noah Andre Trudeau his topic
will be based on his book entitled
"Gettysburg: A Testing of
Courage."

November 2004

Mr. Trudeau is a History
graduate from the State
University of New York at
Albany. He has a continuing
interest in American cultural
history.

He was for many years a
producer in the National Public
Radio's Cultural programming
division. Mr. Trudeau is the
recipient of a major national pro-
gram award from the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting for a
four-part audio biography of
Charles Ives. While a producer
at WMHT-FM in Schenectady,
New York, he created a weekly
film music series that ran for
several years, and included
interviews with film music per-
sonalities such as Jerome
Moross, George Korngold, and
Aaron Copland. While at
National Public Radio, he joined
with Weekend Edition Sunday
host Liane Hanson to create a
very popular series of annual
explorations of Oscar-nominated
dramatic film scores. In addition
to his radio work, Trudeau has
reviewed film music recordings
for American Record Guide
Magazine and High Military
History Quarterly.

His writings about the
Civil War have appeared in Civil
War Times Illustrated, Gettys-
burg Magazine, Blue and Gray,
North & south, The Columbiad,
America's Civil War, and Military
History Quarterly.

Mr. Trudeau appeared
as one of the on-camera experts
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on the "Union Soldier" segment
of Graystone's Production "Foot
Soldier" (for A&E) and provided
overall commentary for the
Petersburg video in the series
"The Forgotten Civil War."
He's completed short histories of
the Petersburg and Appomattox
campaigns for use in National
Park Service bookstores, and
essay on Robert E. lee's
generalship in 1864 and 1865 for
an anthology edited by Gary
Gallagher, and extensive picture
captions/sidebar essays for" The
American Heritage ,New
History of the Civil War."

In 1989 his full-length
study of the Overland Campaign
entitled "Bloody Roads South"
was published by Little, Brown.
He won the Civil War Round
Table of New York's prestigious
Fletcher Pratt Award for this
book.

His second book, "The
Last Citadel" covers the entire
siege of Petersburg, from June
1864 to April 1865, and was
published by Little, Brown in
1991. His concluding book in
this trilogy, "Out of the Storm,"
covering the final three months
of the Civil War, was published in
1994. His fourth book, "Like
Men of War:A Combat History
of Black Troops in the Civil
War, was honored with the
Grady McWhiney Research
Foundations' Jerry Coffey
Memorial Book Prize. It was

Continued on page 2



also published by Little, Brown.
His most recent book
"Gettysburg: A Testing of
Courage," is published by
HarperCollins.

Mr. Trudeau will not be
bringing any books with him. If
you wish to have books signed
you will need to pick one up prior
to the meeting.

Adjutant General's
Report

October 13, 2004
Meeting

By
Rory Mcintyre

There is nothing to report
since the meeting had to be
cancelled.

Your Obedient Servant,
Rory Mcintyre

Coming CWEA Events

November 12-14
Fredericksburg.

This is a walking tour.
Led by Robert K Krick.

This is from Friday 8:00
pm through Sunday 3:00 pm.

The cost is $275, which
includes Saturday and Sunday
lunches arid Saturday pm
hospitality suite.

November 13 - Unseen
Gettysburg: A Tour and

. Historical Review of "Ghost
Sightings" and Other
Unexplained Phenomena on
the Gettysburg Battlefield.

This will be led by Gary
Kross.

This is from 8:45 am -
4:30 pm.

The cost is $125, which
includes lunch.

November 17-20
Battle in the Bayous.

This is a field tour of the
war in southern Louisiana, which
includes Port Hudson, Baton

Rouge, Bisland, Irish Bend,
Bayou Bourbeau, and Georges
Landing.

This is led by Dale
Phillips.

This is from Wednesday
7:30 pm -Saturday 5:00 pm.

The cost is $395, which
includes 3 lunches and Friday
dinner.

For more information or
to register, contact Civil War
Education Association, Box 78,
Winchester, VA 22604 or phone
800-298-1861, fax 800-550-1347
or e-mail cwea@earthlink.net or
www.cwea.net

North Carolina Trip

May 14-15, 2005 - Tar
Heel Muster. This will highlight
Sherman's Carolinas Campaign,
including battlefield tours of
Monroe's Crossroads, Fayette-
ville, Averasboro, and Benton-
ville, with a concluding visit to
Bennett Place (Durham, NC),
site of Joe Johnston's surrender.
There will also be an optional
visit to Wilmington that will
feature tours of Fort Fisher and
Fort Anderson, to be led by Dr.
Chris Fonvielle, Jr., the leading
authority on the Wilmington
Campaign.

The cost is $225-$250,
which includes hotels, bus,
lunch, and dinner on Saturday
and Sunday. There are a limited
number of seats available .

As more information
becomes available it will be
published in this newsletter.

Please contact Pete
Zuhars for more information or
who to contact to make your
reservation.

Preservation

A 10-acre tract on the
Old Bermuda Hundred Road,
which was the site of the May 20,
1864, battle of Ware Bottom

Church is the latest addition to
the preservation of battlefield
land associated with the Ber-
muda Hundred Campaign.

The land was purchased
by Chesterfield County with a
grant of $176,500 from the
federal American Battlefield
Protection Program.

The property could be-
come a park as early as next
year, with parking for four or five
cars and interpretive trails.

From The Civil War News

3'd Winchester Land

On August 6 the
Shenandoah Valley Battlefields
Foundation closed on the pur-
chase of 100 acres in the core
area at the Third Winchester
Battlefield. The tract adjoins 37
acres the foundation bought two
years ago, along with 229 acres
owned by the Civil War
Preservation Trust.

The land is Idcated
northeast of the city off Redbud
Run Road and was bought from
the City of Winchester.

The Trust's parking lot
provides parking for the new
property also. The two non-profit
organizations are working to-
gether on an interpretive plan for
trails through the properties.

From the Civil War News

Sunken Road

On August 16 the
Sunken Road was closed
permanently to modern-day
traffic.

This is the first step in a
$700,000 rehabilitation focusing
on the 1,850-foot road. The
project will include removing the
existing asphalt and installing a
new surface that will resemble
the dirt road the of war era. The
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park will also rebuild two missing
sections of the stonewall.

Plans also call for new
"formalized" paths through the
Sunken Road area, replacing the
informal paths that visitors use
currently. There will be a new
set of wayside exhibits. The
utility lines along the road will be
buried.

The road-work is part of
a $2 million rehabilitation project
at the park that is being funded
by Park service construction
monies. Also slated for repair is
the brick wall around the national
cemetery, as well as improve-
ments to the access paths and a
new film on the civilian exper-
ience at Fredericksburg.

From the Civil War News

Zouave Exhibits

On November 12 at 4
p.m. the State of New York will
open two Zouave exhibits. The
"Flags of the Fighting Zouaves'
exhibit will open at the Capitol
building in Albany. It will feature
10 conserved flags carried by
Zouave regiments from New
York State including the 5th and
11th New York Volunteer
Infantries.

On November 13 at 10
a.m. the "New York's Fighting
Zouaves" exhibit at the New York
State Military Museum &
Veterans Research Center in
Saratoga Springs will open. It
will feature original artwork,
uniforms, and Elmer Ellsworth's
frock coat.~ For information call
(518) 581-5100 or visit
www.dmna.state.ny.us/historiclm
il-hist.htm

From The Civil War News

Ulric Dahlgren
(1842-1864)

The death of the son of
Union Admiral John A. Dahlgren,

Ulric Dahlgren, in a raid on
Richmond led to one of the more
controversial incidents of the
Civil War.

The Pennsylvania native
had become a lawyer in Phila-
delphia by the time he entered
the Union army in 1862. His
assignments included: captain
and additional aide-de-camp and
colonel of cavalry, USV. He
served successfully on the staffs
of Franz Sigel, Joseph Hooker,
and George G. Meade and saw
action at 2nd Bull Run
Chancellorsville, and other fields:

During the aftermath of
the battle of Gettysburg, he was
wounded in the foot in a cavalry
fight at Boonesboro, Maryland.
Refusing to leave the field, he
finally passed out from the loss
of blood. This delay in medical
treatment may have contributed
to this loss of the leg below the
knee. Equipped with a wooden
leg, he was back in the field by
early 1864.

When Judson Kilpatrick
approached the Washington
authorities with a plan for a raid
on the Confederate capital,
Dahlgren was detailed to
command a 500-man detach-
ment, which would act indepen-
dently in the later stages of the
approach on the city. The
scheme proved to be a dismal
failure and Dahlgren himself was
killed on March 2. On his body
the Confederates claimed to
have found papers which
indicated that part of the plan-
whether Dahlgren's, Kilpatrick's
or Washington's is not known -
was to murder Jefferson Davis
and other top officials and
destroy the city. There were
charges of forgery, hinging on a
questionable signature. Protest-
ing correspondence went back
and forth between the two
governments and their armies for
some time. The matter is still
debated today.

From Who Was Who in the Union

Jabez Lamar Monroe Curry
(1825-1903)

Although he played an
active role in the events of 1861-
1865, Jabez L. M. Curry's great-
est service to the South was
performed in the postwar period.
Born in Georgia, Curry moved to
Alabama and began the practice
of law. After several terms in the
state legislature, he was elected
to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives in 1856 where he
remained until the secession of
his state.

An early secessionist,
he was named to the Provisional
Confederate Congress and serv-
ed on the committees on: Com-
mercial Affairs; Flag and Seal;
and Postal Affairs. Running
unopposed, he took his seat in
the First Regular Congress. He
chaired the Committee on Com-
merce and sat on the Committee
.on Elections. A consistent sup-
porter of the war effort, he urged
President Davis to take the field
personally. As a lame duck,
having been defeated for re-elec-
tion in 1863 elections, Curry was
a driving force behind the call for
additional sacrifices made by the
First Congress as it adjourned.

Having also lost a bid for
senator ship, Curry was appoint-
ed lieutenant colonel of the 5th

Alabama Cavalry, and com-
manded the regiment in central
Alabama during the final stages
of the war. His only previous
military experience had been a
brief stint in the Mexican War.
Becoming a Baptist preacher, he
became involved in education,
establishing a public school sys-
tem throughout most of the
Confederacy. Diplo-matic
appointments oc-casionally
interrupted his work, but he was
active in education until his
death.
From Who Was Who in the Confederacy
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, Novemoer 10, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
will be Noah Andre Trudeau - Gettysburg: A
Testing of Courage. The meeting will be held at the
Westerville Electric Company, 139 E. Broadway,
Westerville, OB 43081.

Future Meetings:

December - No meeting
January - Robert Hatton, Private William James
Smith, Co. M, 2nd OVC
February - Patrick Schroder, Zouaves
March - Tim Smith, Champions Hill
April- TBA
May - James Morgan, Balls Bluff
June - Dr. Leslie Gordon, George Pickett
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