
General-In-Chief's Report
By

PeteZuhars

I would like to thank all
the members and guests who
were able to attend the October
meeting. We had another nice
turnout to hear Frank O'Reilly
give a very interesting talk on the
battle of Fredericksburg. (See
Adjutant General's Report).
Again, I highly recommend his
new book "The 8IIttJe of
Fredericksburg: WJnter war on
the RappahannoclL"

Our speaker this month
is author Kevin McCray. Mr.
McCray will be talking to us about
his new book titled '~ Shouting
of Orders: A History of the ggn
Ohio Volunteer Infantry
Regiment. " (See Historian
General's Report). Hope aU of
you can attend and bring a guest. .

Some good news. The
WasteIVille Electric Company has
extended our use of the c0n-
ference room thl"OUgl June of
2004 so we will be meeting there
at the same time (7:30 pm) on the
same day (second Wednesday of
each month) at least until July.
This will allow us to go ahead and
book our speakers for next year.
We should have a complete list of
speakers by January. REMEM·
BER, WE DO NOT HAVE A
MEEnNGINDECEM8SR

I recently received a
letter from the Civil War Preserva-
tion Trust informing me that they
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fell about $85,000 short on their
fund-raising efforts to plXChase
211 aaes at Reams Station, Va.
(Petersburg). On this land is half-
mile of unbroken, 140 year old,
privately preserved Confederate
earthworks. These are some of
the most rare and best-preserved
earthwol1<s in the COUlby. I will
have pictures of them at the
November meeting. If you 'NolJld
like to help or would like more
information please contact me.

Finally, I would like to
hear from anyone wtlo has c0m-
ments, concerns or ideas about
the Roundtable. It is your organi-
zation and Iwould like very much
to have your input on what we
can do to improve it and make it
better for everyone.

Hope to see you on the

yOU' Obedient Servant.
PeteZuhars

Historian General's
Report

The speaker for the
November 12th meeting will be
Kevin McCray. The topic for the
evening will be "A Shouting of
Ordets: The History of the .VI'
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. "

A native of northwestern
Ohio, Kevin McCray's interest in
the American Civil War began
with the centennial of that coo-
flict. Mr. McCray is a not-for-
profit association executive at

Westerville, Ohio where he lives
with his wife and two children.

A Shouting of Orders
conveys the history of the 99th

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, an
American Civil War unit fanned
from-the counties of northwest
Ohio surrounding Lima. The
regiment, one of over 200
fonned in the Buckeye State,
has a history rich in personalities
and experiences. A Shouting of
Orders is the culmination of
nearly 10 years of research and
features previously unpublished
. primary source documents from
key members of the regiment,
including the lieutenant colonel
and a company captain. McCray
also heavily relied on the
regimental papers kept with the
National Archives, as well as
contemporary newspaper re-
ports.

Adjutant General's
Report

By
Mary Chester

Mr. O'Reilly c:tlallenged
our knowledge and the knoYIn
"facts- of the Fredeficksburg Cam-
paign. He targeted common
beliefs regarding YA'1ose decision it
was to take Fredericksburg, the
saga of the pontoon bridges and
finally whether or not the main
thrust was in fact for Marya's
Heights.

ConUnued on page 2



Atthough he later claim-
ed that it was his decision to
move on Fredericksburg, Mr.
O'Reilly believes that General
Burnside inherited the campaign
from his predecessor.

The Union Army, still
under the command of General
McClellan, received their supp-
lies via the single track Orange
and Alexandria Railroad. Un-
fortunately, the line could only
supply about half the Army's
needs, could not handle the
stress and finally, it didn't go
where McClellan needed it to go,
Richmond!

The Richmond, Fred-
ericksburg and Potomac Rail-
road however, went from Rich-
mond to Fredericksburg and on
to the Potomac River, just below
Washington. It was the ideal
supply line.

McClellan virtually com-
mitted the Army to Frederick-
sburg just hours before he was
relieved of command. In those
final hours he sent two tele-
grams. The first was to the War
Department requesting pontoon
bridge material so that the Army
could cross the Rappahannock
River at Fredericksburg. The
second was for the Union cavalry
ordering a scout on Fredericks-
burg. However, between the
cavalry starting their raid and
returning, the command of the
Army had changed.

The order giving Burn-
side command of the Army also
demanded his plans. He must
have plans; he must act offen-
sively. He answered that he was
going to Fredericksburg.

Finally, a letter to Bum-
side's wife, written by his staff
officer, indicated that the General
had inherited a campaign, plan-
ned and begun by another, not
perhaps as the General would
have had he begun it. Whose
dedsion indeed ...

After rushing his Army to
Fredericksburg, making the

march in two days despite
terrible weather, Burnside was
stopped by the river. Thus
begins the saga of the pontoon
bridges; or did it begin earlier?

To fully understand the
Fredericksburg Campaign,
author O'Reilly contends that
one must understand the
odyssey of the pontoon boats.

McClellan originally or-
dered pontoon bridges on
November 6 and Burnside
ordered them again on Novem-
ber 12. When the Army arrived
at the Rappahannock River on
November 17 however, no pon-
toon bridges awaited them.

Henry Hallock knew that
the bridges were not going to be
there, but he neglected to tell
Burnside. There were in fact, no
pontoon bridges in Washington
on either date.

The bridges were at
Harper's Ferry, which had no
direct communication with Wash-
ington. Not trusting the tele-
graph, a written note was sent up
the C & O. As a result, Harpers'
Ferry received an old, stale order
from a now defunct commander.

A combination of events
involving the need to fann a
wagon train, green mules, bad
weather, inefficiency and bureau-
cracy on a grand scale delayed
the arrival of the bridge material
until November 25. Unfortun-
ately, the arrival of the bridges
coincided with the arrival of the
Army of Northern Virginia. Burn-
side's plan of an unopposed river
crossing was domed to failure.

The battle of Fredericks-
burg was an unprecedented type
of warfare. The modern military
world was largely turned on its
ear and changed by the events
of December 11. Fredericksburg
was:

• The first Amer-
ican city targated
for bombard-
ment by the
United States

Army.
• The first river

aossing under
fire in our his-
tory.

• The first landing
under fire.

• The first urban
combat in all of
North America
and only the
second time
Americans had
been involved in
urban combat.

• The first Ameri-
can city sacked
since the British
bumed Wash-
ington in the War
of 1812, and
What makes it
more unappeal-
ing is that
Americans
sacked it.

So December 13 ... was a
. dark day for the Union Army. The
Confederate line was eight miles long,
stretching from above Fredericksburg
to several miles below the city. The
flanks were anchored and couldn't be
tumed. The front was not a straight
line, but slightly bowed, with the
center concave, pointed away from
Burnside.

Both Lee and Bumside knew
exactly where Bumside was going to
attack, because the choices were
very limited. Burnside's plan called
for an assault against Jackson's corps
by General William Franklin's DiviSion
to be followed by a supporting
advance against Marye's Heights.

O'Reilly contends that in a
purely military sense, the battle of
Fredericksburg is on the south end of
the battlefield. So why then was there
only one attack on the south end of
the battlefield and seven against
Marye's Heights?

On the morning of the battle,
Burnside placed under the command

Contirued on page 3



of Major General William B.
Franklin 65,000 men, roughly
half his Army. Bumside intended
for Franklin to make the primary
thrust, but Bumsides orders were
ambiguous and based upon a
faulty map. Franklin interpreted
the orders conservatively and
ordered only 8,000 men under
the command of Major General
George Mead to spearhead the
attack..

Franklin later said that
he never dreamed that he was
the main attack, given Bumside's
orders. He thought he was a
reconnaissance in force; that he
was a diversion for success to be
achieved on some other part of
the battlefield. In a letter Bum-
side wrote after the battle
however, he indicated that he
would not have given 65,000
men for a reconnaissance!

Bumside was at the
north side of the battlefield, at
Chatham, which gave us another
innovation of war. Bumsides'
headquarters were the first to be
hotwired with telegraph in an
active battle. Unfortunately no
one was trained to use it.
Franklin didn't trust that black
box, and by the end of the day,
neither did Burnside. This contri-
buted to the lack of communi-
cation between the commanders
during the battle.

O'Reilly contends that
the attacks upon Marye's
Heights took on a life of their
own. The successive attacks
against Marye's Heights began
to empty Fredericksburg of
Union troops. The units that had
been launched against the
Heights were decimated and
disorganized, their commander's
dead. They were but a fragile
eggshell of broken units, inter-
mixed, lying in the mud.

The commanders of the
Union Army on the right flank
began to fear that the Confeder-
ates were going to come down
Marye's Heights and counter

attack. It would not have been a
dtfficult feat to get the broken,
defeated units to run - through
the City and on to the river.
Bumside and his commanders
were facing the possible
destruction of the entire right
wing of the Army of the Potomac.

The best way to ensure
that the Confederates remained
behind the wall upon Marye's
Heights was to keep them occu-
pied with additional waves of
Union troops. Thus the attacks
against the Heights changed
from being an effort to support
Franklin, to an effort to stave off
disaster. The result was seven
attacks against Marye's Heights
and only one limited attack by
Franklin at the south end of the
battlefield.

So we learned that
Bumside inherited the plan of
attack, rather than Originating it.
The delay of the pontoon bridges
doomed Bumside's plan of an
unopposed crossing and finally,
that seven charges up Marye's
Heights, which began in support
of the main thrust on the south
end of the battlefield, continued
in an effort to stave off disaster.

Thank you to Frank
O'Reilly for his very interesting
presentation.

Answer to October
Puzzler

Port Royal, South
Carolina.

November Puzzler

What was the duration of
the March to the Sea?

Upcoming CWEA Events

November 13-16,
Rreatonn In BaltImore:
Abraham Uncoln and Civil
Liberties. This is a field tour led

by David E. Long. Thursday
8:00 pm through Saturday 5:00
pm.

The cost is $295, which
includes Friday and Saturday
lunch.

November 19-22 New
Orteans: The Crescent City.
This is a field tour led by Charles
P. Roland, Dale K Phillips and
William de Marigny Hy1and,
Wednesday 7:30 pm through
Saturday 8:30 pm.

The cost is $495, which
includes Thursday, Friday and
Saturday lunches and Saturday
dinner.

For fun program details
for the above go to
wwwl:wea,net or
cwea@earthlink.net. Also, at
Civil War Education ASSOciation,
Box 78, Winchester, VA 22604.
Phone (800) 298-1861 or fax
(800) 550-1347.

New Members

Please welcome the
follOWing new members:

Robert and Martha Turgeon
William Barr
Arnold Shaheen, Jr.
Chet Bennett

2004 Spring Trip

We have a tentative date
for the annual spring trip, which
is April 23-26. The trip is being
planned for Shiloh.

We would like to find out
who may be Interested in gOing
on this trip. Please Jet Pete
Zuhars or Patty Barker know of
your interest.

Look for additional infor-
mation in the coming months.

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

From the OffIcers and
members of the War Council

mailto:cwea@earthlink.net.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, November 12, 7:30 p.m. - The speaker
win be Kevin McCray - "A Shouting of Orders: A
History of the 99th OVI. The meeting win be held at
the Westerville Electric Company, 139 E.
Broadway, Westerville, 08 43081.

Future Meeting,:

December - no meeting
January 14, 2004 - Clarke Wilhelm (Winfield Scott

Hancock - A Good Soldier)
February II, 2004 - Gordon Rhea (Carrying The

Flag)
March 10 - John Haas (The Battle for God and
Rights Civil War Letter Books of Emerson Opdycke)

mailto:zeteman@yahoo.com
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