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General-in-Chief's Report
By

PeteZuhars

We had another nice tum
out for our October meeting to
hear an interesting talk by Karel
Lea Biggs on Confederate spy
Sam Davis. Thanks to all the
members and guests whom
attended.

I would like to have a meet-
ing of the War Council members
before the November meeting.
Please try to.be there at 7:00.

We still need volunteers to
distribute our reauiting
brochures. If you can help,
please see me at the November
meeting either call me at (740)
363-9542, or e-mail me at
zeteman@yahoo.com.

We still need money from a
couple of people for the T-
shirt/sweatshirts (you know who
you are) please get this to me
ASAP.

Our speaker for November
will be Ed Kerel. His topic will be
the 2ndVermont Regiment.

I hope to see all of you at the
Novembermeeting.
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Historian General's
Report

Our sgeaker for the
November 13 meeting will be Ed
Kerel and his topic for the
evening will be The Second
Vermont who were at Gettysburg
- Pickett'sCharge.

Adjutant General's Report
October 9th Meeting

By
Mary Ches~er

Karel Lea Biggs spoke to
the Round Table about the short
but remarkable life of Sam Davis.
Born October 6, 1842, the oldest
son of Charles Davis and his
second wife Jane. Sam attend-
ed the Western Military Academy
for a short time before the start
of the Civil War.

Davis served in the 1st
Tennessee under Robert E. Lee
during the Virginia campaign. In
December 1861 the 1st
Tennessee was transferred to
Stonewall Jackson's command.
The 1st Tennessee then was
moved to the command of
General Albert Sidney Johnson

in time to participate in the Battle
of Shiloh, where Sam was
wounded slightly.

It was after the 1st
Tennessee was placed under the
command of General Braxton

. Bragg that Davis, and about 30
other soldiers, were transferred
to a company of scouts. The
company, under the command of
Captain Henry B. Shaw, was co-
founded by Sam's older half-
brother John.
Shaw however went by the
pseudonym of Captain E.
Coleman, so his company
became known as Coleman's
Scouts. They worked behind
Union lines to gather information
and disrupt communications.
Although they wore their
Confederate uniforms and carri-
ed passes signed by General
Bragg, to the Union Army they
were spies.

On November 20, 1863,
Sam was stopped by two Union
soldiers who were in Confeder-
ate uniforms. The two "Con-
federate" soldiers stated that
they were conscripting for the
Confederate Army. After Sam
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Continued

explained that he was already in
the Confederate Army, indicating
his uniform and showing his pass
from General Bragg, he was
arrested. When Sam and his
possessions were searched,
detailed documentation on
Nashville's fortifications, the 16th
Corps positions and movements,
and a hand written record of the
entire wartime activities of Cole-
man's Scouts were found.

The information in his
possession clearly indicated that
Sam was one of Coleman's
Scouts. The commander of the
16th Corps, General Grenville
Dodge, wanted to apprehend
Coleman. In addition, the details
in the information Sam had in his
possession convinced Dodge
that he had an informer on his
staff.

After incessant interro-
gation, then offers of freedom
failed to provide the information
Dodge wanted; he threatened
Sam with a court-martial. While
Sam admitted to being a courier,
he insisted that he was not a
spy. As to knowing the true
identity of Coleman however, not
only did Sam know it - he knew
his whereabouts. .Henry Shaw
had been arrested under his real
name and was in the adjoining
cell.

On November 25, 1863
Sam Davis was court-martialed.
Although both arresting soldiers
testified that Sam was wearing
his Confederate uniform at the
time of his arrest, Sam was
convicted of spying.

The offers of freedom
continued after his conviction,
the last being made just before
he was hanged. But the young
man remained firm, stating, "I will
die a thousand deaths rather
than betray my cause.n

Sam Davis went to his
fate on November 27, 1863. It
was said that the young women
of Pulaski, Tennessee used their
pillows in an effort to muffle the
sounds of the death march.
Hands tied behind him, Sam
bowed in farewell to his friends in
their jail cells, and then rode to
the gallows atop his own coffin.
Sam Davis displayed a degree of
personal honor and integrity that
the Union soldiers could only
admire.

In early December,
family friend John Kennedy
traveled to Pulaski at the request
of the Davis family. His mlsslon
was to obtain the body of their
beloved son and return it home
for burial.

Kennedy encountered
no federal resistance during his
journey, and was stunned by his
welcome upon reaching Pulaski.
The Union soldiers praised Sam
and offered total cooperation in
the completion of his task.

The return home require-
ed moving the wagon carrying
the casket by ferry across the
Duck River. Union soldiers not
only helped move the wagon
aboard the ferry they muscled it
up the steep hill on the other
side. Then removing their caps,
they silently saluted the hero on
his final journey home.

Answer to October
Puzzler

The Independent News
Room, Washington.

November Puzzler

When Burnside urgently
appealed to Washington for
pontoons in November 1862,
how long did it take for them to
arrive at Falmouth, Virginia?

Granville Civil War and
Ohio Military History

Roundtable

No information regarding
a November meeting.

The meetings are held at
the Old Academy Building at Elm
and South Main at 7:30 p.m. If
you have any questions please
contact Ed McCaul at (740) 522-
5091 or e-mail him at
mccaul.1@osu.edu

Updated Web Site for the
Museum of the
Confederacy

For those of you who
have not been able to visit the
Confederate White House you
can now take a virtual tour on the
Museum of the Confederacy's
website www.moc.oro.

You will be able to move
through each room of the
mansion on their 360-j::1egree
virtual tour, including Davis'
private bedchamber and the
elegant state dining room. This
is currently available to all; the
tour will become a permanent
benefit of membership only.

The website also high-
lights special pages and
resources for teachers, children
and museum members; finding
aids and research services; and
detailed information about the
museum's collection.

From The eMI War News

Morgan Heritage Trail

The trail that Morgan
rode through Kentucky, from the
Tennessee border to the Ohio
River, will soon be marked.

The trail project will
include signs that explain the
history of particular sites, signs
that direct those traveling the
trail, color brochures about the
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trail and a website.

From The CMI War News

~d Vermont Volunteers

If you are interested in
the 2ndVermont after hearing our
speaker for the November meet-
ing there is a book titled: In the
Field: Doctor Melvin John
Hyde, Surgeon, ~ Vermont
Volunteers.

This book was published
in 1999, and was edited by
Geraldine F. Chittick who is a
second great-granddaughter of
Doctor Hyde.

In the book there is a
compilation of letters of Dr.
Hyde. The letters cover the
entire period of his wartime ser-
vice. There are also copies of
sick and wounded roster and
copies of Dr. Hyde's medical
documents.

His letters include des-
criptions of the combat in which
the Vermont Brigade took part,
including Mine Run, The
Wilderness, the Shenandoah
Valley, and the final Petersburg
operations.

From The Civil War News

SP.otsylvania

The Diane Cox Basheer
Properties developers planning
to build hundreds of homes near
the Jackson Trail portion of the
Chancellorsville battlefield sur-
prised the officials at th~ Fred-
ericksburg & Spotsylvania Na-
tional Military Park by volunteer-
ing to donate 181 acres of land
to screen the development.

In the proposal are the
remains of mine pits associated
with the Catherine Furnace.

Since the acreage lies
outside the park boundaries the
Central Virginia Battlefields Trust
was asked to accept the land.

Basheer also agreed to

donate $1,000 per lot, or nearly
$60,000 to be used for
preservation of Civil War sites
and open space elsewhere in the
county.

At the other develop-
ment Ray Smith, Jr. of the
Dogwood Development trimmed
his request from 2400 to 1900
homes and reduced his planned
commercial and retail space.

From The Civil War News

Emerson Opdycke
(1830-1884)

Ohio-born merchant
Emerson Odycke had twice gone
in search of gold to California but
was back at home when the Civil
War broke out.

An abolitionist at heart,
he enlisted early in the conflict.
With his initial unit he fought as a
company commander at Shiloh
and then resigned on September
17, 1862, to engage in recruiting
a new regiment.

As its lieutenant colonel,
he aided in its training and was
named its colonel before it took
part in the Tullahoma Campaign.
He led it at Chickamauga and
stood with George H. Thomas on
Horseshoe Ridge on the second
day. At Chattanooga he was in
charge of a demi-brigade in the
charge up Missionary Ridge.

During the Atlanta Cam-
paign he was severely wounded
at Resaca but was able to take
command of a brigade within a
few months. He was leading this
unit, when, at Franklin, he was
posted in reserve. When the
Confederates forced back the
two brigades of George D.
Wagner - in his unauthorized
stand beyond the Union works -
and managed to break through
the Union fortifications (since the
Union troops couldn't fire into
their retreating comrades),
Opdycke acted without orders.
He advanced and threw back the

enemy.
He later fought at Nash-

ville and then served in East
Tennessee and in Texas. While
in the latter state he was named
a brigadier general in the
summer of 1865 but resigned on
January 1, 1866. Settling in New
York he was again a merchant
until' he mortally wounded him-
self cleaning a pistol.

From Who Was Who In The Union

John Carpenter Carter
(1837-1864)

A native of Georgia John
Carter was a Memphis attorney
when the war broke out; he soon
enlisted in the Southern army.

Leading his company at
Shiloh, he seized the regimental
colors and was later wounded.
He returned in time to fight at
Perryville and Murfreesboro and
take part in the Tullahoma
Campaign. .

At Chickamauga he led
a field consolidation of the 38:
Tennessee and Murray's 22
Tennessee Battalion. Carter's
regiment was detached at Char-
leston, Tennessee, during the
fight at Chattanooga and was cut
off from the army when Bragg's
forces were compelled to retire.

Moving into East Ten-
nessee they eventually rejoined
the Army of Tennessee in time
for the Atlanta Campaign during
which Carter was named a
brigadier general, having led a
brigade throughout. After the fall
of the city he was given charge
of another brigade, which he led
into 1864, at Franklin he became
one of six Confederate generals
to be fatally struck during the
suicidal attack at Franklin. He
died on December 10th, not from
the battlefield,

From Who Was Who In The Confederacy
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, November 13, 7:30 p.m, - The speaker
will be Ed Kerel on the 2nd Vermont. Meetings are
held at Chemical Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River
Road.

Future Meetings:

December - no meeting

Dates are subiect tn.ehanze

".

mailto:zetemao@yahoo.com
mailto:ovvi49geo@aol.com

