
General-in-ChiePs Report
By

Mike Van Huss

I would like to thank all
the members and guest who were
able to make the October 1"f'
meeting. This was the largest
tum out for one of our programs.
For those of you who were unable
to attend see the Adjutant
General's report for an overview
of Mr. Robertson's presentation.

Our next meeting is
November 14; the presentation
will be given by Dave Smith. He
will be talking on: 18Days in May

Confederate Command
Failures at Vicksburg.

Also, there will not be a
normal meeting in December it
wi" be a social occasion where
everyone will be able to sit around
and talk and get to know each
other. patty Barker will let
everyone know where this will be
held.

I hope to see all of you at
the November 14th meeting and if
you are unable to attend have a
Happy Thanksgiving.

New Members

On behalf of the Central
Ohio Civil War Roundtable I
would like to welcome the follow-
ing new member:

John Young

vided Jackson a place to live and
things to do, but from the age of
seven he functioned as an adult.
Jackson was a loner who built
himself a small shack separate
from his Uncle's home.

With the exception of
three women, Jackson never dis-
cussed his childhood. The
women were his two wives and a
woman he loved but could not
marry.

As an adult, Jackson
distrusted all, did not take to
strangers, and did not even
understand jokes. He gave his
love and attention to all children
he met, while craving a family of
his own. Sadly, when he fell in
love with the woman destined to
be his first wife, he did not
recognize the emotion for what it
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was.
Jackson lived by the

belief that he could not be hurt if
he only made acquaintances, but
never friends. He could not be
hurt if he never let anyone near.
However, he believed that he
could be close to God, because
God's love could never be taken
away.

Only grim determination
and effort got him through West
Point. Jackson believed that
West Point was his only oppor-
tunity to make something of
himself. His entrance test scores

Continued on page 2

Historian General's
Report

By
Dave Larrick

Our speaker for the
November 14, meeting will be
Dave Smith. The topic for the
evening will be 18 Days in May -
Confederate Command Failures at
Vicksburg.

For our new members
Dave Smith is a member of the
Cincinnati Civil War Roundtable
and has spoken to our roundtable
on numerous occasions over the
years.

I hope to see all of you at
the meeting.

Adjutant General's Report
By .

Mary Chester

A well deserved stand-
ing ovation was given to Bud
Robertson for his presentation
on the great Stonewall Jackson.

Jackson was a humor-
less, introspective, unpretentious
man whose faith in God was an
inspiration to his men. A com-
plex man because he was so
simple.

Molded and scarred by a
childhood without love, the worst
kind of abuse. His mother gave
him to an Uncle who was totally
without love. The Uncle pro-
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Adjutant General's Report continued

were so low that he was advised to withdraw.
Despite having to overcome the fact that he did not
even know how to study, he graduated 17th in his
class. It was thought that a fifth year of schooling
would have brought him to the head of the class.

After the Mexican War, where he received
three brevets, he became a professor at the Virginia
Military Institute. There he distinguished himself as
being the worst possible professor. Hindered by bad
eyesight, he memorized his lectures. Being inflexible
he could not readily handle questions and had any
poor student asking a question twice, arrested.

In addition to being molded by his childhood,
Stonewall was shaped by his strong religious beliefs.
He saw himself as a "Christian SOldier,· and believed
that everything he did belonged to God.

Jackson viewed the War of the Rebellion as
a religious war, and took his war policy from the
bible. From there came his policy of "take no
prisoners. n Jackson wanted to be another David,
Gideon or Joshua. He fought with an Old Testament
fury but gave New Testament compassion. Jackson
believed that God had placed a curse on this country
and victory would be given to the most virtuous side.

By 1863 he was the most esteemed leader in
either army. Mr. Robertson pointed out that the only
way to stop a religious soldier is to kill him. At the
battle of Chancellorsville, Jackson put himself in
harms way by personally reconnOitering in the woods
on the evening he was shot by his own men. He
initially lost his arm. Shortly thereafter pneumonia
set in. As he always wanted, Jackson died on the
Sabbath. His last words indicated that he had
returned to the memories of his childhood for he
said, "let us cross over the river and rest under the
shade."

Thomas ·Stonewall" Jackson's death directly
led to the defeat of the Confederacy. He had
provided Lee with mobility. Without Jackson, Lee
was left to fight a slug-out match, which he could not
win.

Thank you to Dr. Robertson for making a
person, and individual of Stonewall Jackson. Thank
you for helping us to understand the forces, which
shaped this simple, religious man who forever
earned a place in our history.

Answer to October Puzzler

By putting together rumors found in
newspaper stories.

.,.;

November Puzzler

Approximately how many men did
Ambrose Burnside U.S.A., command in
November 1862?

Editors Note

A special thanks you to Dave Larrick
and Pete Zuhars for all of their hard work in
planning the Perryville trip.

The weather was perfect for a day
spent on the battlefield.

Granville Civil War and Ohio
Military History Roundtable

Tuesday, November 13: Battle of
Plcketts Mill.

Dave Larrick member and current
Historian General of the Central Ohio Civil War
Roundtable will be discussing the Battle of
Picketts Mill. This was an important battle
during the Atlanta Campaign and another nail
in the coffin of the Confederacy.

The meetings are held in the Old
Academy Building at Elm and South, Main at
7:30 p.m.

If you have any questions please call
Ed McCaul at (740) 522-5091 or e-mail
mccauI.1@osu.edu.

Battlefield Funds

House and Senate conferees have
included a provision in the Fiscal Year 2002
Interior Appropriations Act (H.R. 2217) for Civil
War battlefield preservation. The bill allocates
$11 million over three years for a competitive
grant program to save endangered Civil War
battlefields.

The $11 million would be for grants not
more than 50 percent of the total cost of
acquiring battle land identified by the Civil War
Sites AdviSOry Commission. The funds would
be awarded under the land and Water
Conservation Fund Act.

Following are some of the allocations:
$1.75 million for Fort Sumter; $2 million for
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County
Battlefield MemOrial National Military

Continued on page 3
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Park; $1.2 million for the Shenandoah Valley
Battlefield Foundation for land acquisition and
$500,000 for administration; $2.5 million to restore
the Gettysburg Cyclorama; and $.5 million for
Vicksburg.

The bill was approved on October 10 by the
conferees and was due to go to the House and
Senate for a final vote, then to the President for his
signature.

From The Civil War News

Prints For Sale

1. Morning Riders - by Mort Kunstler.
Beautifully framed with brass nameplate. Ser.
No. 1115/1500 Issued 1993. Gen. Buford's
Cavalry at Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863. $900

2. First Sergeant - by Don Stivers.
Framed. Incredible detail, very rare. Ser. No.
260/2000 Issued 1987. $1,400

3. 2ndUnited States Cavalry - by Don Troiani.
Framed. Issued 1989 (Regimental Series). Ser.
No 1451750. $300

4. The Ringgold Cavalry - by Ray W. Forqver.
Framed. Ser. No. 16/350. 2200 Pa. Cavalry.
$200

For more information please contact Ron at:
(614) 537-5929.

New Road Dedication

On October 12, the Chickamauga and
Chattanooga Military Park in cooperation with the
Georgia Department of Transportation and the
Federal Highway Administration, dedicated the Frank
M. Gleason Parkway, U.S. Highway 27 runs around
the Chickamauga Battlefield.

The hope is that the traffic through the park
will be reduced. At the same time speed limits on
two of the parks roads have been reduced to 30
mph.

From The Civil War News

Hospital Sites Tour

For those of you who have an interest in the
medical aspects of the Civil War a new tour booklet
has been published.

17 Union and 18 Confederate Civil
War hospital signs have been erected at sites,
which were known to have served as field
hospitals after the Battle of Gettysburg.

The booklet is titled "Gettysburg Civil
War Field Hospital Tour" and was prepared by
the Historic Gettysburg-Adam County (HGAC).
The booklet gives instructions, distances and
times for those wishing to visit hospital sites. It
has more than 40 pages of illustrations
showing each sign and the site, four maps,
archive photos and an index.

Copies of the 56-page brochure are
available through the HGAC office at P.O. Box
4611, Gettysburg, PA 17325; (717) 334-5185.

From The Civil War News

Isham Green Harris
(1818-1897)

As a Tennessee native Isham Harris
was a Democratic lawyer who served two terms
in Congress before rejecting renomination in
order to return to his private Memphis practice.

Called back into politics, he was
elected governor in 1857 and was reelected in
1860 and 1862. He became the foremost voice
calling for secession.

When called upon by Washington for
troops he replied, "Tennessee will not furnish a
single man for the purpose of coercion, but
50,000 if necessary for the defense of our
rights and those of our Southern brothers."
With the secession of the state, he turned over
twice that number to the Confederacy.

With the capture of Forts Henry and
Donelson and the imminent fall of Nashville, he
tried to move the state government to
MemphiS, but he was soon driven from the
state and Andrew Johnson was installed as
military .governor. Hen then served on the
staffs of Generals Albert S. Johnston, Pierre G.
1. Beauregard, Braxton Bragg, Joseph E.
Johnston, and John B. Hood. All of this service
was as a volunteer.

With a price of $5,000 on his head for
treason he fled to Mexico and England.

Following over two years of exile he
returned to his Memphis practice and served in
the U. S. Senate from 1878 until his death in
1897.

From Who Was Who In the Confederacy
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Wednesday, November 14, 7:30 p.m. Dave Smith on
18 Days in May - Confederate Command Failures at
Vicksburg. The meeting will be at Chemical
Abstracts, 2510 Olentangy River Road.

Future Meetings:

December 12 - Social gathering
January 9 - Dennis Keesee - To Young to Die, Boy
Soldiers of the Union Army
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